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Everybody of voting age who lives in the village will by now have received a poll card through their 
letterbox. On the card it says Benenden Neighbourhood Planning Referendum: Thursday 3 February 
2022. What it doesn’t say is that for every resident of Benenden, for the future good health of 
Benenden, this is the most important vote you will cast this year and for many years to come. 
 
The vote is to decide whether to adopt or reject the Benenden Neighbourhood Plan, a document 
that has been worked on painstakingly for four years by an expert team of villagers, to determine 
and control building in the village until 2038. It was recently described by the plan’s Independent 
Examiner as “locally distinctive ... robust and objective ... strongly influenced by the stated desire  
of the local community ... making best use of brownfield sites, minimising the use of greenfield sites, 
protecting the landscape and the parish’s fine views”. 
 
Sadly, there has been much misinformation, and quite a few blatant untruths, put about by critics  
in recent weeks, not least from a leaflet distributed by the Friends of the East End of Benenden, 
which even accuses this magazine of putting only one side of the story. For the record, we have 
given over many pages to the FEEBs and received nothing but ill feeling in return, but none of this  
is as important as the falsehoods that have been directed at the plan itself. These are misleading, 
damaging and unethical, which is a shame given the care that has gone into ensuring the 
Neighbourhood Plan will preserve the character of the village, protect its wildlife and prevent  
a headlong rush among unsympathetic developers. 
 
It’s not for me or this magazine to tell you which way to vote, but we felt it was our duty to set  
the record straight and help you to cast your votes in the secure knowledge that you have the  
facts about the Neighbourhood Plan at your disposal. Most importantly, you should venture out  
and vote on February 3, and vote on the basis of truth and transparency. 
 
Peter Thomas, Co-Editor
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Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council  
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests 
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for 
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory. 
 
Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas 
Editorial Board: Tracy Claridge, PCC Rep: Martin Pexton, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas,  
Treasurer: Charles Trollope, Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant 
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald 
 
Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month. 
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com. 
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com. 
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   01580 240371 
 
Printed by The Wealden Advertiser Ltd, Cowdens Close, Hawkhurst, Kent
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Curate: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie     01233 820100     rev.ylva@gmail.com (Sunday, Monday and Tuesday) 
Churchwarden: David Collard     241944     julia.collard@btinternet.com 
Churchwarden: Sue Fisher     241907     sue@undaunted.co.uk 
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector, Curate or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 
 
Sunday 6 February           8am Communion          10am All-age Communion   5pm Choral Evensong 
Sunday 13 February         8am BCP Communion  10am Morning Worship 
Sunday 20 February         8am Communion          10am Sung Eucharist 
Sunday 27 February          8am Communion          10am Morning Worship 
Morning Prayer                8am Mondays and Fridays 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Morning Prayer                8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
Mid-week Communion     10am Tuesdays 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Pastor: Tobin Bird     240027     www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services                10am Morning Worship       5.30pm Evening Worship 
The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘Iden Green Congregational Church’. 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses                            9am Sundays                      7.30pm Holy Days 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
Baptism                             9 January   Imogen Champneys 
 
Funeral                               24 January   Heather Trollope   Funeral 



A summer’s trek towards spiritual refreshment 
I have some news to share with you this month: the Diocese has granted me a three-month 
sabbatical this year. The Parochial Church Council has been aware of this for some time, and fully 
supports the idea; and the church family were told about it at the turn of the New Year. I wanted  
to share this news with the parish and let you know what it is all about. 
 
Just what is a sabbatical? One dictionary definition is, ‘Of or appropriate to the Sabbath’; and the 
Sabbath, of course, is a gift to us and is meant to be a time of rest and a time of worship of God. 
(“Then he [Jesus] said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for  
the Sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath’.” Mark 2:27-28) A sabbatical is a  
time of being able to step off the treadmill of parish ministry long enough to be renewed in  
vision and hope, and to reconnect the root of one’s soul with God. That last bit sounds theological 
and academic, but for me, it is simply a time of renewal, and a time of reconnecting with God.  
It’s stepping completely out of the current ministry situation and being freed to embark on a  
holy trek. 
 
So what have I got planned? Literally, a holy trek, combining a love of the outdoors, walking, and 
Celtic spirituality. This renewal will involve retreat times in the Christian communities on Iona  
and at Lindisfarne. It will involve walking the Great Glen Way, the St Cuthbert’s Way and the  
North Berwickshire Coastal Path. In addition, it will include some time out in spiritual spaces  
in the Orkneys and the Outer Hebrides. 
 
In my preparation for the sabbatical, I have been doing some reading. One piece that I read said: 
“The very nature of being an effective pastor (priest) involves continual spiritual growth.” I have 
been aware that has not been happening. I then came across this Latin phrase, Solvitur ambulando: 
‘It is solved as we walk’. That sums up for me what I hope this time will be about; as I walk, I will 
have time and space to reconnect with God, to grow spiritually, and be refreshed and guided  
by God for my future ministry. The prospect is very exciting and I am so grateful for the 
forthcoming opportunity. 
 
When is this going to happen? Through July, August and September this year. During that period,  
the parish will be well supported by the members of the ministry leadership team and the 
churchwardens; and I am very grateful for their support. I am trusting that this will be a time of 
renewal and encouragement for all of us. If you would like to know more of the sabbatical, please 
just ask. In the meantime, there is Ash Wednesday, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, the Queen’s 
Jubilee, Trinity, the church/village fete, and many, many weddings to keep me busy! 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector
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Rector’s Letter
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Village Calendar

February 
Thursday 3 Benenden Neighbourhood Planning Referendum, Benenden Village Hall, 7am-10pm 
Saturday 5 Cornhole Tossing, St George’s Club, 8.15pm 
Tuesday 8 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.13 
Saturday 12 Chinese Supper Night, St George’s Club, 8.15pm 
Tuesday 15 Iden Green and Benenden WI, History of Women and Flying,  

Memorial Hall, 2pm p.21 
Saturday 19 Brush Chucker Challenge, St George’s Club, 8.15pm 
Monday 21 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 
Tuesday 22 Merry and Bright, Memorial Hall, 2pm 
Saturday 26 Quiz Night, St George’s Club, 8.15pm 
 
 
Iden Green Toddler Group 
Tuesdays during term time in Iden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am 
 
 
Wednesday Coffee Mornings 
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am 
 
 
Benenden Bowls Club 
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6.30pm 
 
 
Cakes & Chaos: Cafe and Toddler Group 
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.15am 



We must all be aware by now that this year is the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year. By way of 
marking this event, the Parish Council purchased two trees (sorbus torminalis) as part of the 
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative supported by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council. Additionally, we 
have been able to obtain 25 saplings at no cost and these have been given to the Benenden Village 
Trust, who will arrange for them to be planted in the most appropriate sites in the parish. The 
two service trees have been planted on the Iden Green recreation ground and in due course they 
will be marked with a plaque. 
 
I’m sure most of you, especially the walkers among us, have not failed to notice the sorry state of 
the two listed Victorian wells in Benenden and Iden Green. The Benenden well at the crossroads 
was built to mark Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887 and the Pump House at the corner of 
Iden Green Road and Standen Street was built ten years later to commemorate her Diamond 
Jubilee. The Parish Council has obtained quotes for the work for the repairs and refurbishment, 
which is likely to exceed £30,000, and after exploring all avenues of funding, we have found that 
unfortunately there is nothing available to us. We have allocated £10,000 towards the cost and it 
is hoped the balance can be found through reaching out to parishioners to help us achieve our 
target. A crowdfunding page hosted by the BVT will be set up for donations, details of which will 
be made available shortly. 
 
Finally, in the expectation that you will be reading this piece before the referendum takes place 
on the Benenden Neighbourhood Development Plan, please do make every effort to vote on 
Thursday 3 February. 
 
Julie Lewis, BPC Vice Chair 
julielewis@benendenparishcouncil.org 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on Facebook
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Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 21 February 2022, 
Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 

Parish Council



 

Private Tuition 
in Benenden 

 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available

I am here to help you in any way that I can. 
If there is an issue of concern to you, where 
you believe I can assist, or if you would like 
to arrange a meeting with me, please email 
me at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk 
or telephone 020 7219 7107.

 helengrant.org
 @HelenGrantMP
 helen-grantMP

MP for Maidstone 
and the Weald

Helen Grant

Promoted by Promoted by 
Helen Grant MP, of Helen Grant MP, of 

House House of Cof Commons, ommons, 
London SW1A 0AALondon SW1A 0AA

Freephone 0800 854663 
www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk  

sales@gardenscapedirect.co.uk  
The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG  

Topsoils  Composts  Barks 
Decorative Stone  Aggregates 

Small Bags, Bulk Bags 
 or Loose Loads 

Delivered throughout the South East 

A beautiful collection of  
rustic & vintage furniture 

 and accessories 
 available to hire for any 

location or event 
www.village vintage.co.uk

Get your aches & pains eased  
by a professional, fully insured  

Graduate Sports Therapist  
in Benenden. 

 
Injury assessment, massage, 
stretching, cupping, taping  
& exercise rehabilitation. 

 
Reduce pain,  

improve your flexibility,  
strength & posture  

with Rebecca Manford  
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601



If you want to get to Benenden, I wouldn’t start from here 
When I first met my Irish wife Siobhan, we were in County Tipperary looking for the 
Mitchelstown Caves - the deepest in Europe. There is very little else in that corner of Ireland,  
but the person who answered our request for directions started with, “to be sure, I wouldn’t 
start from here”. Sometimes walking directions in and around Benenden feel a bit like that, but 
we’re lucky to have Ordnance Survey maps to help. So, I thought it would be a good idea to  
share some of our and your favourite walks around the parish in this magazine, starting this 
month on page 22. 
 
Many of you will have met Finn, our very friendly black Labrador with the tail that wags the  
dog, and you may have seen him on the front cover of the December issue. He has certainly  
made me discover and appreciate Benenden’s myriad footpaths. Over the last year, Finn and I  
have walked about five to ten kilometres a day around the village or wider area, often including  
a coffee outside Benenden’s or a pint at the Bull or the Woodcock. Always with several dog 
biscuits thrown in! 
 
In Northern Ireland, where we also have a home, there are no public rights of way. Luckily there 
are plenty of beaches and some marked routes, not to mention the amazing Mourne mountains, 
but you can’t walk through local farmland and woodland in a way we take for granted in Kent  
and Sussex. 
 
My own love of walking started in Wensleydale, where my school bought some old cottages near 
Hawes. From aged 11, every school holiday involved a Transit van, a rucksack and a huge orange 
plastic cagoule to keep the rain off. By the time we were drinking beer, we’d think nothing of 
yomping over Great Shunner Fell and back through the Buttertubs in time for a pint before 3pm 
pub closing at the Green Dragon by Hardraw Force waterfall. 
 
We still visit the Lake District from time to time to climb the odd hill, and one of the UK’s 
unsung heroes is based there. I got to know Alan Hinkes through the conference circuit. He’s  
one of the few people to have been up all 14 mountains over 8,000 metres, and as he said in  
2011 when we first met: “More people have been to the moon (24) than have climbed them.” 
Today there are still only 44 who have, and the death rates on some of the peaks defy belief.  
The Himalayas (and the Lake District) are startling and his amazing storytelling and photographs 
bring that home. I was lucky enough to go walking there to a height of 5,200m, in Ladakh in the 
northernmost part of India. It was stunning and we even saw a snow leopard. Just recently you 
may have taken inspiration from Netflix’s ‘14 Peaks’. What Nim Purja did in one year was 
unbelievable. It took Alan 17 years. 
 
But what about you and few gentler hills closer to home? In an occasional series, I’m happy to say 
that this magazine plans to share some local walks, by me and others, together with information 
about interesting landmarks along the way. If you have a favourite walk, then please send it in, too. 
 
Peter Massey 7

Talking Point
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D P Jackson, G R Ashby & D M Smith is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). 
Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.

To find out why, talk to us today about your home 
and car insurance needs.
Speak to your local NFU Mutual Ashford,  
Tenterden & Whitf ield agent on 01580 766 174 or 
email Tenterden_Agency@nfumutual.co.uk

9 OUT OF 10 CUSTOMERS 
RENEW WITH US EACH YEAR

BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07768 194400 
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 



Benenden Panto: new date 
We decided, in light of rising Covid cases, to 
postpone the ‘Comicals of Narna’ Benenden 
panto to Thursday 31 March - Sunday 3 April. 
In that way we can hopefully maximise the 
healthiest cast/crew performing the very best 
shows to an audience happy to enjoy the 
spectacle with less worry. 

If you already have tickets, you will have 
been notified that your booking has been 
moved to the same show on the same day - 
just the new date. All you need to do is write 
the new date on your ticket. Of course, if  
you can’t make the new date then please  
email Ruth Clark (ruthbclark55@gmail.com) 
and she can change the date or refund you. 

We really appreciate all your support of  
our (world) famous panto. It’s another 
wonderful production packed full of laughter, 
song and dance. Lots of work has gone into  
it on and off the stage and we are looking 
forward to opening the curtains soon.  
You can book tickets online at 
www.benendenplayers.co.uk. 
Nancy Tolhurst, Benenden Players Chair 

 
 
 

New Men’s Shed 
Men’s Shed is a worldwide initiative set up  
to help combat loneliness and isolation and  
to help to improve mental/physical health and 
wellbeing in men and women of all ages. 

A new group (open 10-2pm every Monday 
from 7 February) has just started in Cranbrook, 
based at The Coach House, Cranbrook School. 
It is part of the growing network of Kent Sheds 
(kentsheds.org) and provides a relaxed social 
opportunity to come together and take part  
in a variety of practical activities (such as 
woodwork, metalwork, repairing, restoring and 
gardening), share and learn new skills and help 
the community. 

For further details and to get involved 
contact: 
Liz McLaren   07921 809161 
hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk 9

The Rhythm 
of Life  
Community 
 Choir 
 
Benenden Church 
Thursday morning 
10-11.30am 
during term time 
 

ALL WELCOME 
£45 per term 

 
To book your place call 

Carla on 07743 430 797

Grand Benenden  
Antiques Auction 
Be sure to save the date for an event with a 
difference: a charity auction and supper in the 
village hall on Saturday 26 March. The items  
for auction will be available for viewing that 
afternoon in the village hall, when bids may  
be left with the organisers. 

However you are also warmly invited to 
join us for an evening of fun, including an 
auction of the antiques and other donated 
items of interest, with Raj Bisram, our own TV 
auction expert, helping to host proceedings. 
Tickets cost £15 per head to include a light 
supper or either cottage pie or lasagne with 
salad and a small dessert. There will be a bar, a 
raffle and live music. Please contact me if you 
would like to reserve places, or a table, or 
even offer to donate a suitable item. Places are 
limited but we do hope you will want to come 
to a fun event with friends and neighbours. 

We already have some wonderful lots, 
including silverware, paintings and other pieces 
of interest. Please note that all items are 
donated and the proceeds will go towards  
St George’s Church. 

If you would like to help or wish for more 
information, please get in touch with me. 
Sally-Ann Marks   243141   
sallymarks100@hotmail.com 

News and Events



Look Closer, 
Go Further
An incredibly nurturing day and flexi-boarding 

school inspiring 3-13 year old boys and girls  

to fulfil their extraordinary potential. 

dulwichprepcranbrook.org

Student Wellbeing

01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local 
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and 
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and 
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property 
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not 
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at 
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost 
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.  

LEADERS IN 
LOCAL PROPERTY 
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in 
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for 
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET   ROLVENDEN LAYNE   £3,250 PCM



YES
REFERENDUM 3 FEBRUARY

VOTE
TO ADOPT BENENDEN’S 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

See the maps, policies and the full plan at: 
www.benendenneighbourhoodplan.org 

Promoted by J Newman on behalf of the Benenden Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Supporters Group, both of Reeds, The Street, Benenden. CRANBROOK TN17 4DB

NO PLAN MEANS NO CONTROL

VOTE YES IF YOU WANT TO:
■ Control house building across the whole parish
■ Provide affordable housing, including Almshouses
■ Use brownfield sites where possible
■ Protect our green spaces, beautiful views and dark skies
■ Improve protection for local wildlife sites    



Service and repair of all types of 
garden machinery. 

•  Lawn mower servicing and repairs 
•  Lawn mower blade sharpening 
•  Chainsaw blade sharpening 
•  Carburetor cleaning and adjustment 
•  Hedge trimmer, Strimmer, Leaf blower repairs 

Tel: 07977 562329 
Email: timtoolrepair@gmail.com

ELECTRICIAN 
Do you want a safe, reliable, 

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician ? 
Security Lighting - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets        

Fault finding - L.E.D Lighting - New Builds & Extensions 
NEW FUSE BOARDS 

                              Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee 

I assure you of a quick response 

Call Nick now 01580279907 
email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk 
www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk 

       ELECTRICIAN 

 
 

Call Nick now 01580 279907

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
New Fuse Boards - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN

GARDEN POWER & LIGHTING
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l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No callout charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamilly@gmail.com 
www.pipesandnails.com

I offer home visits to address 
your footcare needs 
 
Treatments include: 
      Nail trimming 
      Hard skin removal 
      Corns & calluses 
      Foot massage 
      Fungal nails & testing 
      Thickened nails 
      Diabetic foot care 
      Cracked heels 
      Verrucas 
      Skin & footcare advice 

Justine Oliver TCFCPdip, MCFH 
FOOT CARE SERVICES   

07760 340119 or 
justineoliver.fhp@gmail.com 

www.joliverfootcare.com 
 

Fully insured ~ Registered ~ DBS checked 
Foot Health Professional Association 

(R.F.H.P.) No 3244951



Parent, Teacher and Friends 
Association 
As we stride into February, it’s amazing to think 
of how much we have all achieved so far this 
winter. The beautiful primary school Christmas 
market, which was so brilliantly put together  
by the PTFA and all its volunteers amidst such 
uncertainty, is surely a testament to the 
community spirit we have here in Benenden. 

The children all rallied post Christmas and 
have been achieving great things throughout 
their first month back at school, including  
bake sales and continued efforts to promote 
mindfulness and wellbeing in all the students, 
with ‘walk to school Wednesdays’ encouraging 
an additional short walk through the village to 
kick-start their day the healthy way. 

So lovely to enjoy those frosty, crisp winter 
mornings strolling through the village and  
taking in the early morning sun. Thank you  
to everyone who has gone out of their way  
to accommodate our young ones taking their 
early morning march. 

The PTFA does a wonderful job of 
promoting inclusivity and opportunities for all. 
The fantastic events that our children and their 
families get to experience could not take place 
without the tireless work of the volunteers, so 
if you would like to contribute, please check  
out the QR code or our website. 

For more details on any 
initiatives, please scan QR code  
or visit our website 
www.tinyurl.com/2bpyw54h 
Anneli Hukins, Benenden CEP, PTFA 

 
 
 

Village lunch 
The village lunch will not be on the third 
Tuesday this month but instead will take place 
on Tuesday 8 February in the village hall at 
12.30pm. £5 each and all welcome. Please could 
you let me know if you would like to come by 
Thursday 3 February, so we can plan and shop, 
as well as cook.  
Kay Martin   240566

Primary School 
A few months ago, we asked children, staff, 
parents and governors one question:  What  
is special about Benenden Primary School? 
Well, we took all their comments and passed 
them to the renowned illustrator (and a dad 
within the federation) Will Knight and we  
are delighted to say that his mural is now 
complete and has been installed in all its 
2x1.5m splendour on the blank wall in the 
entrance hall. It looks fantastic and celebrates 
everything that is wonderful about our school. 
Every time I look at it, I see something new 
and special. Can you spot Archie the dog on 
the back cover? 

A special thanks also to another ex-parent 
Stuart Murray, who arranged for the image to 
be transferred to a giant sticker - the ones he 
normally makes adorn the side of passenger 
jets. Hopefully it won’t be too long before 
visitors to the school will actually be allowed 
into the main building and will be able to see 
the amazing artwork for themselves. 

Indeed, we are delighted that despite the 
significant surge in the number of Omicron 
Covid-19 cases across the country over the 
festive period, the Government resisted the 
need to introduce further restrictions and 
particularly recognised the importance of 
keeping schools open this term. All our 
existing safety protocols remain in place  
and we are optimistic and excited about the 
term ahead. 

After-school clubs have resumed, Forest 
School is already up and running, Year 6  
are looking forward to their forthcoming 
residential trip to Bowles Outdoor Learning 
Centre in Tunbridge Wells. 

Finally, we are very proud to announce that 
we have launched a new website. 

Please do take a look and get a flavour of 
everything that we are doing. Additionally, you 
can follow us on Twitter @benendenCEP. 
Lindsay Roberts, Executive Headteacher    
240565   office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
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MICHAEL GOATER 
Fully accredited member  

of BAFRA 
 

01580 212234 
mgoater.restoration@gmail.com

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  
RESTORATION 

Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 
receive your brochure  
Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 
tailored packages of personal care 
that can help people stay in their  
own home for as long as possible, 
rather than going into a care home 
before it’s really needed. We assist  
those who need help due to 
fraility, disability or illness to live 
as independently as possible, with 
comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www. b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call Holly on 
07419 989830 for details

A warm  
welcome awaits! 

Please see our website for menus, opening hours & B&B Thank you. 

 The Bull at Benenden . The Bull at Benenden  

 
Sunday Lunch? 

 
We are now serving our                      

Famous Sunday Carvery every week with a 
selection of delicious roast meats with all the 

trimmings and lashings of gravy!  

Please call us to reserve your table. We look 
forward to welcoming you all!  

Vegetarian & Vegan diet catered for. 
 

Telephone: 01580 240 054 for a table.  

 
Bed & Breakfast? 

 
We have 3 lovely bed and breakfast rooms. 
They are available to view and book via our 

website. (min 2 night stay) 

Lunch or Supper? 
 

New Seasonal Specials.  

Bar Menu, Fish, Pies & Lots More!             

Early booking advisable.  

01580 240 054 . enquiries@thebullatbenenden.co.uk . Instagram @bullbenenden 
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Benenden Pre-School 
This month we are celebrating the Chinese 
New Year of the Tiger. We enjoy a range of 
activities, including preparing and cooking  
stir fried noodles and vegetables for snacks.  
It’s an excellent opportunity for the children 
to practise eating with chopsticks, which is 
quite a challenge, and it’s also fun to use 
chopsticks to draw in trays of sand or rice, 
inspired by some of the beautiful patterns of 
Chinese characters. 

Those born in the Year of the Tiger are  
said to be courageous and energetic, to love  
a challenge and are prepared to take risks. 
These are some of the attributes we really 
enjoy seeing develop in the youngest  
members of our community during their  
time at Pre-School. 

Today I observed a two-year-old who was 
determined to make a hole in a piece of balsa 
wood with a drill at our woodwork bench: she 
persevered, turning the handle of the drill with 
gusto and stopping now and then to assess her 
progress. Once satisfied, she selected a nail, 
spent considerable time getting it to balance in 
the hole and then hammered it home! There’s 
never a dull moment with a tiger or with a 
pre-schooler. 

According to the Chinese Zodiac, those 
born as tigers are known for being kind and 
benevolent. Their boundless energy allows 
them to stick to their intentions despite 
challenges, and perhaps who better to 
illustrate these characteristics than Queen 
Elizabeth, born in the Year of the Tiger, 1926.  
At Pre-School we will celebrate the Queen’s 
70th anniversary on the throne by making and 
decorating crowns and baking cupcakes for 
our snack. And, of course, we’ll be reading a 
firm favourite: The Tiger Who Came to Tea. 
Lucy Oakley, Supervisor 
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 
 
 

Benenden School 
It has been great to welcome the vast majority 
of our students back in person and the 
Government’s very welcome change to the 
isolation rules is going to be a great help for 
those overseas students who will be rejoining 
us at Benenden later this term. 

Needless to say, it is very possible that the 
term ahead will be disrupted by Covid, but  
we are taking sensible precautions in school 
while at the same time proceeding with all the 
usual events and activities as much as possible. 
We will also receive further information in 
early February about this summer’s exams. 

We thoroughly enjoyed our first 
competitive sport fixtures of 2022, when 
Sutton Valence’s netballers joined us. The 
following weekend we all had great fun trying 
out an array of different activities as part of a 
Weekend Programme showcase, including a 
zip-wire, dance machine and inflatable bungee 
run, as well as calmer activities including 
meditation, face-painting and massage. All in all, 
it was a great introduction to the wonderful 
weekends at Benenden. 

We were delighted that our budding 
scientists managed to secure a Q&A event 
with some of the scientists who developed the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. This was a fascinating 
evening that we were very pleased to share 
with several local and peer schools. 

We are pleased to be offering fully funded 
places for students joining us as day boarders 
in the Sixth Form. These are open to girls who 
specialise in STEM, Humanities, Languages or 
Music at A Level, starting in September 2022. 
Several supported places are available and 
could be fully funded places, subject to our 
normal means-tested bursary application 
process. Full details are on our website at 
www.benenden.school/day2022 and we would 
very much welcome applications. 
Samantha Price, Headmistress



Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street! 

 
An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines 
and with Post Office services . . .  
For those who are self-isolating and have no one to shop for them, we will be able to  
take orders and payment over the phone. We can also supply frozen ready meals with 
instructions. Please note the opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday to Saturday and  
9am-1pm on Sunday. Café open 8.30am-4.30pm Monday to Saturday and 9am-1pm  
on Sunday, for takeaway drinks, hot snacks and some cakes, with outside tables for service. 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808
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Platinum Jubilee 
As many of you will doubtless be aware, the  
UK will be celebrating the Queen’s 70 years on 
the throne with the addition of an extra bank 
holiday: Thursday 2 June and Friday 3 June will 
be two days of bank holiday, which means that 
the national and local celebrations will cover 
the four days from the 2 June to 5 June. 

In December we identified that Benenden 
will participate in several events, including the 
lighting of the village beacon - first 
commissioned and used at Her Majesty’s 
Diamond Jubilee - on the evening of her actual 
70th anniversary. While the beacon lighting is 
the highlight of the national celebrations, the 
village is planning other events to mark this 
occasion, including church services on the 
Thursday and Sunday, a revue on the Saturday 
and a village lunch on the Sunday. From next 
month we will be making some calls for help,  
so don’t be shy. 
Peter Ellis 

 
 
 

Village Hall 
Following the recent postponement of the 
Benenden Players’ pantomime, we were all left 
feeling rather bereft at the village hall. After all 
the time and effort everyone puts in for months 
before, it felt like a great shame to be unable to 
proceed with the planned show dates. But the 
show must go on and the panto has been 
moved to Thursday 31 March - Sunday 3 April. 
We’re hoping that by then, as we emerge from 
winter into spring, life will feel more relaxed 
and we’ll all be ready to return to theatres and 
other avenues of entertainment. 

I’d also like to acknowledge and thank all of 
our wonderful regular hirers who have been so 
helpful and accommodating while we shuffle 
bookings around. They’re the real stars and are 
a lovely lot. Please do check our website for all 
the information you need to join their classes. 
Holly Clayson, Manager   07419 989830 
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org 
www.benendenvillagehall.org 

 
 

Planning Matters 
For full details of the Parish Council’s  
comment please see minutes of meetings. 
l  21/04198/FULL Little Gates Dingleden. 

Proposed change of use of existing  
garage / store building to form holiday  
let accommodation with associated  
private amenity. 

l  21/04154/FULL Highway Access Land To The 
South Of South Cottage, Nineveh Lane. 
Modifications to Existing Highway Access to 
Serve Agricultural Land. The Parish Council 
supports this application. 

l  21/01392/FULL Land Adjacent To 2 Hague 
Cottages, Coldharbour Road. Change of use  
of agricultural land to residential. Construction 
of two semi-detached houses and garages. 
Redesign of the application approved under 
application number 20/01265/FULL. The  
Parish Council supports this application. 

l  21/03764/FULL Lake Wood, Standen Street. 
Change of use from Water and Woodland 
Management to siting of timber shed, 
implement store. The Parish Council objects  
to this application. 

l  21/03894/FULL Bishopsdale, Biddenden. 
Change of use of land for the siting of five 
shepherd’s huts to be used for holiday use 
within deer park with associated parking  
and amenity facilities. The Parish Council 
supports this application. 

VINEHALL INTERNATIONAL 
CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES 

33rd Season 2021-22 
 

BENNEWITZ STRING QUARTET and    
FINGHIN COLLINS (Piano) 

Sunday 6 February 2022 at 3pm 
 

Programme 
Mozart   Piano Concerto in A K.414 (arr: for piano and 

quartet) 
Janáček   String Quartet No.1, “Kreutzer Sonata” 

Dvořák   Piano Quintet No.2 in A major, Op.81   
For full details, free mailing, tickets call 01580 883092 

or write to A.G. Whitehead, Vinehall School, 
Robertsbridge, East Sussex TN32 5JL 

geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com



Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

Short term emergency 
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please look at the website for details on  
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover  
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Please text FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to buy a meal 

for someone in crisis

OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm 
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT 

 
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk  

Tel: 01580 890055

Professional and  
traditional upholsterers 

 
Most types of furniture  

re-upholstered and repaired. 
Cushion interior replacement 
service, antique restoration, 

stockists for DIY enthusiasts, 
extensive range of fabrics.

Established 1975

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 

45 & 51 High Street 
Tenterden

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

Simon Godfrey  (Tenterden) 

01580 766766

Sarah Holgate  (Ashford) 

01233 506260

If you are 
thinking  
of selling or 
letting your 
property...

Call the 
experts!
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Topical health 
One of the things about living in an ageing 
society is that we must learn to live with  
some of the diseases which were perhaps  
less prevalent among previous generations. 
Among these diseases are diabetes, high  
blood pressure and dementia. 

Many people don’t realise that dementia  
is, in fact, not a single disease but a collective 
term for a number of conditions including 
Alzheimer’s disease, vascular dementia, 
frontotemporal dementia and dementia with 
Lewy bodies. Dementia can impact people at 
different stages of life, although as suggested it 
is more prevalent in old age, with figures from 
the dementia charities suggesting rates as high 
as 2% in people aged 65 to 69 and about 20% 
in those aged 85-89. Few people also realise 
that about 5% of the people living with 
dementia are under 65. 

In case anyone thinks that dementia is  
not an important public health problem for 
now and the future, the Office for National 
Statistics identified the leading cause of death 
in the UK in 2020 to be Covid-19 at 69,000, 
with dementias at 66,000, some way above 
heart diseases, in third at 52,000. 

Some of the early signs of dementia include 
poor short-term memory, a reduction in 
decision-making ability, the ability to organise 
oneself and problems in word finding when 
engaged in conversations. Of course we all 
slow down a bit in these areas as we age, but if 
these signs and symptoms appear to progress 
rapidly, or appear worse in the evening, then it 
is worth making a GP appointment for tests; 
this is especially important as a few forms of 
dementia can be slowed down and an early 
diagnosis helps the individual make some 
choices about their future care and support. 

In subsequent columns, I will consider  
how we can help care for people living with 
dementia and their carers both individually  
and as a community. 
Peter Ellis

Benenden Hospital 
Did you know that cardiovascular disease 
(CVD) is the world’s number one killer, 
according to the World Health Organization?  
I believe it’s essential that we all learn how  
to look after our heart health, and every 
February, the British Heart Foundation (BHF) 
organises and supports National Heart Month 
in the UK. The aim is to raise awareness 
surrounding a variety of heart conditions. 

At Benenden Hospital, we offer our 
patients heart monitoring, ECGs, CT coronary 
angiograms and MRI scans to give you peace  
of mind. I am proud of our cardiologists who 
help the hearts of many patients. 

Many of us have heard of diseases relating 
to the heart and circulation and refer to these 
as CVD or heart disease. However, there are 
many different types of heart conditions and 
problems. Sadly, an estimated 17.9 million 
people died from CVDs in 2016, representing 
31% of all global deaths. Whilst the most 
recent figures from the BHF show that every 
day, 460 people in this country die from CVD. 

There are 7.4 million people in the UK 
living with CVD. This means that most likely 
someone you know has been touched by  
CVD, so Valentine’s Day may be a good time  
to remember to look after each other’s  
hearts too. 

I know that prevention is key, especially  
if there is a history of someone in your 
extended family who has suffered a sudden 
and unexpected death. Quitting smoking, 
reducing saturated fats, keeping your blood 
pressure in check and being more active are 
just many ways that you and your loved ones 
can keep your hearts healthy this National 
Heart Month. 
Jane Abbott, Hospital Director and Chief Nurse



C
Well established, family run  

business, providing care for people  
living in the Weald of Kent. Our tailored 

service allows you to live at home  
with independence and dignity. 

Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office 
to arrange a no obligation visit. 

01580 762202 
www.carecompany.care

The
are

ompanyC
Caring for you at home

Help is on hand from your local Mind 

www.westkentmind.org.uk 
01732 744950 

Information given, volunteers welcome 
and donations needed. 

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health 
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.

POGLE’S  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE  
Mowing 
Strimming 
Hedge Cutting 
and more Please call 

Sue and Andy 
01580 241792 
07887 997551

Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE  

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

Visit England 5* Gold with breakfast award  
Julie Jex: 01580 240434  |  jjjex@icloud.com 

www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk

A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast  
with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the 
beautiful Kent countryside. 
 
Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens  
and paddock with splendid views over beautiful  
Wealden countryside. 
 
Enjoy a swim in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal)  
or a game of tennis on our court within the grounds. 
 
Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

Join our weekly Zoom chat groups. 
Open to anyone aged 18 and over.  

If you’re not on the internet, we also have  
face to face ‘Circles of Six’  

[adhering to government guidelines]. 
Once lockdown is over we will resume  

our other regular activities. 
Please check our website for full details  

and other useful resources.

Promoting health and wellbeing to build a stronger community

FEELING LONELY OR ISOLATED? 
NEED TO CONNECT WITH OTHERS? 

www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk 
email hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk  

or leave a message on 07961 669 575

Charity No. 1190083

The Cranbrook and District 
Probus Club 
 
PROBUS is a local, national, and  
international association of retired people 
who come together in nonpolitical,  
nonsectarian, nonprofit, autonomous  
clubs which provide regular opportunities  
for members to meet others in similar 
circumstances, with similar levels of interest, 
make new friends, and maintain and expand 
their interests. 
 
We have recommenced our regular monthly 
lunchtime meetings at The Bull, Benenden. 
 
Currently there are vacancies for new 
members. If you are retired and would 
welcome friendly, relaxed company at a 
lunch, with interesting speakers, then  
please contact the Hon. Secretary on  
01580 211814 for more information.
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Bell ringing 
Congratulations to our two youngest ringers, 
Millie Flanders and Christopher Collins, who 
passed their Association test in safe bell 
handling and were duly elected as members  
of the Kent County Association of Change 
Ringers at the recent Ashford District meeting. 
Both reached this standard in a remarkably 
short time from first handling a rope not long 
before Christmas, by sheer determination and 
with strong support from their parents. They 
will continue to grow their skills as regular 
members of St George’s band on Sundays and 
at Wednesday evening practices, as well as at 
practices of the Kent Young Ringers. 

We still need more ringers to maintain the 
ringing of our magnificent and very special ring 
of 12 bells. Anyone is welcome to come to the 
tower any Wednesday at 7.30pm. Contact: 
Rod and Karen Lebon   240083    
rodericklebon@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Lasting impressions 
community project 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, in 
partnership with Tunbridge Wells Hospital, is 
creating a quilted memory tree wall hanging; 
collecting and sharing people’s reflections, 
memories and experiences of living through 
the pandemic. 

Called ‘Lasting Impressions’, the quilt will 
include memory leaves made by members of 
the local community. If you would like to get 
involved, you can find the easy leaf template 
with instructions online here: 
www.twsocial.co.uk/channels/lasting-
impressions. 

Deadline for sending in your leaf memory  
is 6 March. The final quilted memory tree  
will be displayed at The Amelia Scott Culture 
and Learning Centre in Tunbridge Wells when  
it opens in the spring, before taking up 
permanent residence at Tunbridge Wells 
Hospital. 

 
 
 

Iden Green and Benenden WI 
Some of our lockdown activities are being 
completed: amongst others, a number of hats, 
gloves and baby blankets are being sent to 
charitable organisations; plus a superb double-
quilt is also being lovingly made and will be 
winging its way to New Zealand. 

WI Wanderers’ organiser Michelle Gordon 
will be one of the speakers at the West Kent 
Federation AGM on Monday 21 March. Nick Hall 
from Bentley’s Auctioneers, Cranbrook and Ann 
Jones, our new national chair, will also present. 

Despite the need for precautions, our January 
meeting went well. It was lovely being able to 
meet each other again and one or two of our 
unfashionable outfits caused some amusement. 

Plans to celebrate our 100th anniversary are 
coming along nicely, along with hopes for a visit 
to Pashley plus having a stall at the village fete. 
Meanwhile, on 15 February we are looking 
forward to welcoming Anna Astin, who is coming 
to speak about the History of Women and Flying. 

We are saddened by the news that Marie 
Orson has passed away. Although only a few  
of us have seen her recently, she was a loyal 
member of our WI and served as secretary for  
a few years. Our condolences go to her family 
and close friends. 
Jackie Liffen   752232   WI@daisystar.co.uk 

 
 
 

Benenden Village Fete 
Plans are well underway for another wonderful 
village fete in support of St George’s Church on 
The Green on Saturday 18 June (12 noon-4pm). 
Over the next few months, we’ll let you know 
about all the stalls, fun and games. So, now’s the 
time to start putting aside your pre-loved 
clothes, books, bric-a-brac, toys and jewellery 
ready to drop off at the Scout Hut from 18 April. 
If you would like to help out in the run-up or on 
the day itself, then please get in contact. 
General enquiries contact:  
Tracy Claridge   Fete22@tlclaridge.co.uk 
Volunteers:  
Athena Cripps   athenacripps@gmail.com



What’s your favourite 
Benenden walk? 
There are some 27 miles of footpaths in the 
parish, so the challenge is where to start? 
Favourite route, best on-road, best off-road? 
Best loop, best pub-to-pub, best vista, most 
historic? I’m going to start with my most 
regular, with a few variations to add if you 
want to go further. 

 
WALK 1: THE GREEN, IDEN GREEN  
AND PULLINGTON TRIANGLE 
(4 km/2.5 miles. 40mins-1hr) 
I’ve been running the triangle between Iden 
Green, Pullington and The Green for nigh on 
30 years now. It’s a mixture of track, grass and 
path and takes about 40 to 60 minutes to walk, 
depending on how fast you go. If you need to 
park your car, the village hall or the church are 
good places to start. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The village hall exists due to the Harmsworth 
Trust, donated in 1924 by Viscount 
Rothermere of Hemsted in honour of his two 
sons who died in the World War I. Notice the 
fine war memorial, by sculptor Albert Toft, 
opposite the Bull. 
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Local Walk

The Green is a fabulous place to take a pint 
and listen to the thwack of leather on willow 
in the summer, to the echoes of WG Grace, 
Colin Cowdrey and other stalwarts of the 
game who have played there (Fig.1). On your 
right, at the foot (north end) of the Green,  
are the former Baldwins store, the 1609 
Edmund Gibbon school house and the white 
weatherboarded former post office, one of 
several locations for it over the years. 

Across The Green you’ll see the cupola  
of the Memorial Hall, dating from 1908 in 
memory of the 1st Earl of Cranbrook. And 
further up on the same side (west) are the 
black and white timbers of the former primary 
school, now awaiting its future. 

Pop into St George’s Church and admire 
the reconstruction after the fire of 1672, 
which destroyed the 
church and its stand-alone 
wooden steeple. Walk to 
the right of the church 
(Fig.2) past the donkey 
field on the right and the 
rear of the gardens to The 
Grange, the former home 
of ‘Cherry Ingram’, renowned to this day for 
his collection of cherry trees, especially in 
Japan. Go through the next gate into Hilly 
Fields (Fig.3), with some spectacular oak  
trees on the far side shading the view  

Fig.1

Fig.2

SUMMARY 
Starting at the village hall, walk towards the 
village (west) past the Bull, turning left (south) 
up The Green to St George’s Church. Walk 
through Hilly Fields to Iden Green and then 
back up to Pullington, before following the 
Rolvenden Road back into the village. The 
route has a few muddy places but is mainly 
okay. The alternative routes do involve some 
heavy clay fields in winter, which need a bit of 
care after rain. 



across towards Hawkhurst 
and the telecom tower  
at Bedgebury. 

This path takes you 
over the ridge and through 
another gate to go 
markedly downhill into 
Iden Green under some 
large oaks. It’s quite steep if you reverse the 
route. The largest oak is leaning ominously but, 
judging by its girth, must be some 600 years 
old. What sights it will have seen. On your left 
is Benenden Place, designed by Lutyens, now 
hidden behind extensive earth works for a 
garden which has been under construction  
for a few years. On your right is a view over 
Frame Farm, with its square oasts and the 
lovely Oak Barn wedding venue. 

At the bottom of the hill into Iden Green 
there are a few choices. Sticking to the 
triangular route, take the 
path turning left just 
before the gate (Fig.4). You 
will cross the drive of 
Benenden Place and then, 
with a recently planted 
orchard on your right, 
emerge by a farm at a T-
junction of the path. Turn left (north) back 
through the farmyard of Woodside Farm and 
follow the footpath past the barns and uphill. 
As the footpath swerves slightly right and left, 
you’ll notice an inlet that goes straight on 
through the brambles and trees and stays 
parallel to the track you’re on, right up the hill. 
This is the mediaeval boundary road of 
Benenden Manor, possibly older. It has similar 
characteristics to the Roman road through the 

trees alongside the footpath from Benenden 
School to the ford at Iden Green. 

The footpath goes uphill (Fig.5). On your 
right are open fields and clumps of trees 
surrounding deep ponds - marl pits or bomb 
craters? Stick to the path up as far as the gate 
into Pullington field, where the shepherd’s hut 
is. You’ll come out then onto the Rolvenden 
Road, through 
another gate opposite 
Pullington House, built 
in 1823 on the site of 
an older property, 
probably Tudor (Fig.6). 
It was built for one of 
the three Neve 
daughters, the Neves being the estate managers 
of the Hemsted estate (now Benenden School). 

You’re now on the main road that runs 
along the ridge from Rolvenden to Benenden, 
an ancient route with a parallel one along the 
ridge from Benenden School, through Hemsted 
Forest and East End towards St Michael’s. It’s an 
easy walk on the footpath back in to the village, 
past the new primary school and the football 
field on your left, into the car park of the 
village hall, or to the Bull for a well-earned pint. 

You can return into the village across the 
field if you wish. 
Halfway up the 
Pullington path you 
will see a gateway  
on your left (Fig.7). 
This takes you up a 
ploughed field to a 
stile into the horse 
field and another stile into the field next to the 
new primary school. From there you can go 
either side of the school, the nicer route being 
the south side of the school and into the Glebe 
Field. Go either straight to the churchyard or 
right to the village hall. This will shorten your 
walk slightly. 

What are your favourite walks? Send your 
ideas to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com 
Peter Massey
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Fig.4

Fig.7

Fig.5

Fig.3

Fig.6



01580 441571   www.the-oak-barn.co.uk   @theoakbarnff 
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with elegance & rustic charm
From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of 

The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

Luxurious & award winning eco-venue

WEDDINGS & PARTIES
Dream

L A S H E S
N A I L S &
B R O W S

Tel. 01580 388190 

The Street. Benenden. Kent TN17 4DB 

www.dreamlashesnailsandbrows.com

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     

Hadlow trained and experienced in  
Soft Landscape and Landscape Construction 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
 

Border design 
Aspects of outdoor woodwork and treatment 

Winter garden (one-off blitz) 
Garden regeneration 

Hedge planting/cutting 
Fencing 
Turfing 

Fruit tree, rose and vine pruning 
Regular maintenance (including mowing) 

 
See above for contact information 

and feel free to contact for 
more details, quotes and prices.

Jay Weekes 
Idenlandscapes@gmail.com 

01580 389531 
07720 817577

Geoff Tiltman  
Gardens & Groundworks 

City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT 
Creating Gardens of Distinction 

 
Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas, 

Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting, 
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy, 
All Garden Construction and 

Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken 
 

Free Quotations - Keen Prices 
 

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours 
Mobile 07775 694 963 

geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk 
 

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND  
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

A TWEAK  
TO CHANGE 
YOUR LIFE?

Contact me today  
for more information 
or to book a free, no  
obligation consultation 
 
lorrainesinclairpmu@gmail.com   
07721 880114    
01580 720586 
www.lorrainesinclair.com

Why not consider micropigmentaton to boost 
self-esteem and maybe even restore confidence? 
My treatments include: 
Permanent makeup for brows and eyes 
Brazilian scar and stretch mark treatment & camouflage 
Hair loss camouflage for women and men 
MESO needling and peel to improve skin tone & texture, 
fine lines & wrinkles, pigmentation, and acne scarring



Aromas designed  
to transport you 
I love scented candles and am very 
particular about the ones that I buy 
(Muji’s Hoki is a firm favourite). So, 
imagine my surprise and great pleasure 
when I discovered that Benenden has its  
very own scented candle maker - Bella Beeler. 
As I write the room is filled with the most 
gorgeous, subtle fragrance from one of her 
candles bought at the Primary School 
Christmas Market. 

long. She is probably the most energetic 
person I have ever met so it was no surprise 
to learn that she needed to find something to 
do at home and what started out as a hobby, 
quickly turned into business. 

It all started with a bottle of wine over 
lunch last year in her garden that triggered  

an idea that led to the 
launch of Candlewise 
last month. “I was 
looking at the empty 
bottle and was 
wondering how it 
could be repurposed 
into something useful 
and not just recycled,” 
explains Bella. “A lot 
of research later, I 
invested in a scoring 
machine to mark the 
bottles and hand cut 
them afterwards and 
experimented with 

different, waxes, fragrances and specialised 
wicks to find the perfect selection of long 
lasting, beautifully scented candles.” 

After her  
first two sell- 
out markets  
and lots  
of positive  
feedback from  
customers,  
Bella knew  
she had  
a good  
product and  
Candlewise  
was born. 

Bella  
sources her  
used wine  
bottles from  
The Bull and  
the Woolpack in  
Tenterden. 

Spotlight

Furloughed from her travel agency job 
during the first lockdown, Bella filled her time 
on home improvements, but that didn’t last 



 

B u i l d  s t r e n g t h ,  b o o s t  b o n e
h e a l t h ,  i m p r o v e  m o b i l i t y  a n d
b a l a n c e  a n d  f e e l  g o o d  i n  y o u r

b o d y .  T a i l o r e d  f o r  a l l  l i f e  s t a g e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  p r e g n a n c y ,  p o s t n a t a l ,

a n d  p r e ,  p e r i  a n d  p o s t -
m e n o p a u s e .

 
E l i z a b e t h  / /  B e n e n d e n

PERSONAL & GROUP
TRAINING FOR WOMEN

w w w . t h i s w o m a n l i f t s . c o m

Mr Noah’s 
nursery school CIC 
https://mrnoahs.org 

Abigail Burrett MCIPD
Human Resource Business Services

07565519727

aburrett20@gmail.com

www.abigailburrett.co.uk

I am a highly experienced fully qualified 
Human Resources Consultant working for 
over 13 years in various industries such  
as Education, Corporate, Healthcare,  
Health and Safety and for local SMEs.  
If you are looking to review your contracts or 
want to know if your policies and procedures 
are legally compliant and up to date or just 
need good solid advice please get in touch!

07565 519727

aburrett20@gmail.com

www.abigailburrett.co.uk

linkedin.com/in/abigail-burrett-mcipd-95287015b

www.abigailburrett.co.uk

aburrett20@gmail.com

Are you looking to 
reboost and develop 

your HR?

      @lucyandrewinteriors  ~  lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk  ~  www.lucyandrew.co.uk

Hand-Finished Curtains  

  & Blinds 

Fabrics & Poles 

Upholstery & Loose Covers 

Wallpaper & Paint 

Lighting & Carpets

The Paper Mill Oast  Benenden  Kent  07930 507047

Everything Outside
Every job is treated with a professional, 

friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured 
William Smith 

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232 
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.everything-outside.co.uk

GARDENING l LANDSCAPING l PATIOS 

FENCING l MOWING l HEDGE TRIMMING 

DRAINAGE l CLEARANCE l DIGGER WORK 

TREE SURGERY l CONCRETING

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com



“Mark and Lucy at The Bull were very happy 
for me to raid their bottle bin and they got my 
first ever candle,” says Bella. Every part of the 
bottle is repurposed: as well as the base for 
candles, the top part of the bottle becomes a 
candle cover, screw tops become fragrant tea 
lights and corks hold mini plants. There are 
more clever products in the pipeline too. “The 
fact that everything is handmade, refillable, and 
uses plant-based wax and wood wicks is very 
important to me and, and to keep the cycle 

going we 
offer a refill 
service,” says 
Bella. 

Bella, her 
husband 
Mauricio and 
daughter Bea 
have lived in 
Benenden 
since 2017. 
Originally 
from Brazil, 
where Bella 
ran her own 

travel company in her early 20s,  
it was marriage and the couple’s 
desire to travel before settling  
down that first brought them to  
the UK and London in 2006. On 
returning to Brazil, they quickly 
realised that the UK was the only 
country for them and they returned 
in 2012, living first in Tunbridge Wells 
before finding “the country cottage  
I always dreamed of in Benenden,” 
says Bella. 

Bella’s love of travel is reflected  
in her candles. Each aroma evokes 

memories 
of a certain 
place and 
each tells a 
story. These 
include 
‘Benenden’ 
which 
smells of 
golden 
gardens; 
‘Iden 
Green’ is 
fresh and 

fruity; ‘Amazonia’ is earthy and tropical; 
‘Kensington’ is rich and luxurious; and there 
are others to suit all tastes. 

You can find and  
buy Candlewise products 
via Bella’s Facebook  
page, Instagram 
(@candlewiseuk) or  
at upcoming markets in 
Cranbrook’s Vestry Hall 
(26 February);  
Tunbridge Wells Pantiles 
(19 February) and in 
Hastings (6 March). 
Contact Bella on  
07708 369892 or 
contact@candlewise.co.uk 
Ruth Clark

Spotlight



do 
text 

too

 
 

LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS 
  

Local Specialists with a Network of London & Regional Offices 

FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US 
  

   Lettings: 01580 720400         Sales: 01580 720000

Idyllic rural location 
Individual heated chalets  
housing up to four cats 
Also welcome rabbits,  

guinea pigs, hamsters etc. 
Come and see us before booking 

F o r e s t  
F a r m  
C a t  

H o t e l  

Call Lucy on 01580 242961 
or 07720 966374 

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk 
or see our website  

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

7 5 - M I N U T E  Y O G A  A N D  M E D I T A T I O N  
 

Yoga 
with Naomi 

 

T o  b o o k  y o u r  p l a c e  o r   

f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  e m a i l  

n a o m i f e a t h e r s t o n e y o g a @ g m a i l . c o m  

w w w . n a o m i f e a t h e r s t o n e . c o . u k

Tuesdays at 9.45am and 7.30pm 
 

I N  T H E  B Y R E  A T  T H E  O A K  B A R N  
F R A M E  F A R M ,  B E N E N D E N

Find strength,   
space and  

sti l lness in  
beautiful   

natural   
surroundings

N e w  
c l a s s e s   
s t a r t  a t  

I d e n  G r e e n  
P a v i l i o n  o n   

7  J a n u a r y  
a t  1 0 . 3 0 a m



How to have your 
cake and eat it 
Bev Beveridge meets Andy Keates,  
the man who bakes for Benenden’s 
Okay, so you wanted to do dry, 
vegan, sugar-free January? Well, 
whether you’ve done it or not, it’s 
over now and boy have we got 
some treats for you in Benenden’s 
cafe to cheer up February. 

If you haven’t already noticed, 
there are some beautiful, new, 
delicious cakes on sale in the café 

and we are delighted to 
introduce their creator, 

Andy Keates, to you. Andy was 
originally inspired by his mum, 

who used to make creative cakes 
for the local primary school. 
The young Andy used to love 
helping her and it was there 
he developed his interest in 
baking. Later, having spent a 
number of years as a qualified 
carpenter and joiner, working 
in set design for theatres, he 

returned to his passion for 
cake making. 

Seven years ago, he made an Easter cake, a 
picture of which he posted online. A friend 
saw it, wanted one and from there 
began a growing demand. 
Eventually Andy undertook to 
have his kitchen developed 
and it now maintains a 
constant five-star food 
and hygiene rating, which 
is important to him as he 
believes in a thoroughly 
professional approach to  
his work. 

What is surprising is that 
Andy is entirely self-taught. The only 
instruction he has ever had is in how to 
make icing roses. He mixes his own colours of 
icing and creates cakes that would delight the 

most discerning customer. He 
caters for weddings, birthdays, 
christenings and even had an 
order to celebrate, with a 
designer cake, the second 
birthday of a phone game! 
Online, his Thea cake, which 
rotates, has had 10,000 views. 

At present, Andy works at  
a local school from early in the 
morning and finishes early so  
he can bake in the afternoons. 
He supplies Benenden’s and 
EC30, the community café in 
Tenterden. He managed to 
survive lockdown by creating  

a postal service for his scrumptious chocolate 
brownies, a much-appreciated treat during hard 
times for his customers. We are lucky to have 
engaged this talented guy early, because he could 
well go far with his creative abilities. Who else 
would be planning an elderflower and gin cake 
for Mother’s Day? 

So, pop in and try some of these wonderful 
creations with your tea or coffee. The café 
remains a welcoming hub for everyone despite 
all the hurly burly of work going on around and 
above it. 
Andy Keates   Keatescakes@outlook.com 

Spotlight



Visit our website for more information – www.svs.org.uk
Call us on 01622 845800
Email our Admissions department at admissions@svs.org.uk

Quality Mark awarded for English and Mathematics provision across the whole School

Little Lambs Nursery - available all year round

Set in acres of glorious Kent countryside

Pupils aged 2 - 11

SUTTON VALENCE 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Quality Mark
E A R LY  Y E A R S

AWARD

Quality Mark
P R I M A R Y
AWARD

The heart of Kent 

education, where each 

cares for all and 

individuality is cherished

 
Bargain Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Specialists in private garden  
design & construction  

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963  
Patios  Brickwork 

Decking  Stonework 
Ponds  Water features 

Planting schemes  Groundworks 
Detailed plans  Portfolio available 

Free Consultation  
07595 024330 
01892 722412  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

GREENACRE 
LANDSCAPES



Food and Drink
to taste and a slap-up supper on offer, this is  
surely still the best value night out you’ll find. 

Tickets will be available in the village shop  
from 1 February, cash with order. 
Peter Thomas 

 
A TRIP DOWN WATER LANE 
In the never-ending quest for good food for our 
readers, I trekked to the Walled Garden in Water 
Lane, Hawkhurst, a short while ago, to see how it 
was bearing up under new ‘custodians’ Nick Selby 
and Ian James. The answer, you’ll be glad to hear,  
is very well indeed. 

It’s always been a wonderful setting, 
amid the collection of listed Victorian glasshouses 
on the old Tongswood Estate, but now it seems to 
have really found its feet as a restaurant as well. 

They say the surrounding gardens are slowly 
becoming proper kitchen gardens, and there’s a 
feeling that this is still a work in progress, but 
sitting in the heated, gravel-floored carnation 
house, in an atmosphere that manages to be both 
rustic and refined, it’s clear the basics are already 
very much in place. 

A sumptuous lemon sole followed by a 
satisfyingly wintry pear and prune crumble were 
enough to fend off the chill outside, although 
summer meals can be eaten al fresco under an 
industrial-sized awning. Something to look forward 
to while we sit and endure February.  
Full details at: www.waterlane.net

A proper Italian job for 
Benenden’s wine tasters 
The trouble with running a lengthy series  
of successful tastings spanning the best wine-
producing regions in the world is that eventually 
you start running out of regions. It’s a small 
world, as they say, and that’s the problem we at 
the grandly titled Benenden Wine Committee 
are beginning to face. 

We sat down again the other day to address 
the matter (after a long evening of high-level 
discussion over a glass or two, sometimes 
sitting down is the wisest move), and as we  
did so, we cast our minds back to tastings 
past, rudely interrupted by Covid, quickly 
followed by southern France and the 
Rhone, and then a dawning realisation that 
we’d done most of the obvious ones, until 
somebody (the notes were a little illegible 
by this time) said: “We haven’t done Italy!” 

It was true. Italy was as yet unexplored. 
Everybody wants to buy a farmhouse in 
Tuscany (or at least rent one) and 
everybody (more or less) loves a good 
Chianti or a chilled Soave, but we hadn’t 
been there. So that’s where we’re going 
next, on Friday 25 March, at 7pm for 
7.30pm as usual. 

The full details of the evening are as yet a 
little hazy (another meeting may be required) 
but the broad brush strokes are that we will 
take an Italian journey, from the foothills of  
the Alps to the warm plains of Puglia. We’ll  
taste whites from Piedmont (Gavi) and  
Tuscany (Vermentino), avoiding basic Pinot 
Grigio, and continue the journey via Piedmont 
(Nebbiolo), enjoying Sangiovese from Tuscany 
and a Super Tuscan Bordeaux blend from the 
coast before heading down to Puglia for a  
warm and juicy Primitivo. 

The food, of course, will be Italian and as 
good as regulars of these tastings have become 
accustomed to - which is very good. In order to 
maintain the quality of both food and wine, and 
with the soaring price of both in mind, we have 
decided reluctantly to raise the ticket price to 
£20, but with wine on arrival, eight or so wines 



A time to restore  
and revitalise 
Not a new year’s resolution, more 
of an aide-memoire for all garden 
owners out there who may be 
reading this article, that February 
is a good month to implement a 
change in the way our gardens are 
laid out and used. 

In the depths of winter our 
gardens are dormant (at least on 
the surface) and the increasing 

daylight hours 
allow us plenty of time  
to take stock. This can be 
anything from tackling a 
small awkward corner to 
widening a border, perhaps 
relocating the compost heap 
or renovating an old hedge. 
Or you can be thoroughly 
ambitious and decide to 
transform your terrace, or 
start a new kitchen garden 
or even attempt the latest 
‘hot topic’ and rewild parts 

of your garden (needs some thought, more 
than you would think). 

As a designer, I can help navigate a way 
through a garden owner’s long to-do list, so 
that the space becomes easier to manage and 
ultimately is more enjoyable to be in. Traipsing 
off on a frosty evening to snip herbs for a 
warming stew will no longer involve navigating 
across a muddy lawn. No need to have a fight 

on your hands with an overhanging prickly 
shrub every time you want to put the bins 
out, or a slippery walk along a north-facing 
path that’s badly lit when you are putting 
your bike away after a long commute. 

How about creating a new border (which 
is a bit more absorbing than contemplating 
bike stores)? If you have some working 
knowledge and are prepared to see it as an 

evolving project, it is a very 
satisfying task to do one 
crisp winter’s day. You could 
then fill it with flowers to 
bring into the house, for 
example. Taking out that 
overgrown corner of shrubs 
or an unproductive tree 
often clears a space enough 
to revitalise an area and 
then it is easier to visualise 
what to do or whether just 
to leave it alone and enjoy 
the space. 

One of the nicest things 
a client has ever said to  

me is that they now spend more time in their 
new garden than they had ever imagined, not  
to mention catching the ‘gardening bug’ and 
developing an interest in plants. 

I have noticed a new conversation taking 
place amongst garden designers and 
landscapers, which is that gardens can be 
‘restored’ rather than completely redesigned 
and overhauled. I am enthused with this school 
of thought, particularly in an established garden 
which may require a gradual transformation 
rather than a total takeover  
by contractors and their giant 
machines. Sometimes a gentler 
pace is required, and with a 
thoughtfully staged master plan 
in place, even an ambitious 
redesign can occur over time. 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   
annabellear@btinternet.com

In Your Garden



 

 

 

 

 
A Wood Fired Oven can provide 

fantastic, fresh and fast food for you 
and your guests.  

We are local to Benenden and can cater 
for private parties, wedding receptions 

and events of all kinds.  
Most people only think of pizza, but 

there are lots of alternatives.  
Give me a call to discuss on: 

01580 279000 or 07788 279000 
info@wowcooking.co.uk  

or visit our website 
www.wowcooking.co.uk

 

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE  
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852 

 

 
Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism. 
With our 24-hour emergency service, we are only  

a telephone call away. 
At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly  
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who  
will be there to help, support and guide you through  

the whole of the funeral process. 
 
 

 
Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF. 

01580 713636 

Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB. 

01797 260316 
enquiries@jperigoeandson.com 

www.jperigoeandson.com   
 

J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of 
   West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South, 

Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP. 

DOGwalkingTN17

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular

K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

 

 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

Every Weekday in St George’s Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs  

Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

Providing private hire and taxi service 
from Benenden. 

 

We offer a reliable, professional service 
including airport and station transfers, 

courier service and 
informative tours for visitors to the area 

across Kent and Sussex. 
 

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked. 
 

Contact us to discuss availability 
and tariffs on: 

 

01580 242898 or 07707 242898 
 

or visit our website 
for further information 

 

www.hemstedcars.co.uk



Above: Talent used for the community: The Primary School mural installation by Will Knight;  

Benenden’s most recently elected members of the Kent County Association of Change Ringers 

Front cover: Resilience and tenacity. Photograph: Amelia Thomas


