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Please see our website for menu & current opening hours. Thank you. 
01580 240 054 . bestpub@thebullatbenenden.co.uk . A warm welcome awaits!

 
Hello! from The Bull at Benenden est. 1608 

 

We are open, welcome back! 

Visit England 5* Gold with breakfast award  
Julie Jex: 01580 240434  |  jjjex@icloud.com 

www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk

A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast  
with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the 
beautiful Kent countryside. 
 
Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens  
and paddock with splendid views over beautiful  
Wealden countryside. 
 
Enjoy a swim in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal)  
or a game of tennis on our court within the grounds. 
 
Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

Benenden 
 
Professional nest treatment of WASPS & HORNETS 
             •       locally based 
             •       competitively priced 
             •       BASIS certified 
             •       full public liability insurance 
 
tel : 07455 942 936       email : Neil@waspx.co.uk       www.waspx.co.uk

POGLE’S  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE  
Mowing 
Strimming 
Hedge Cutting 
and more Please call 

Sue and Andy 
01580 241792 
07887 997551

B O O K S  
W A N T E D  

I N  G O O D  C O N D I T I O N  
F O R  

B E N E N D E N  V I L L A G E  F E T E  
O N  S A T U R D A Y  1 8  S E P T E M B E R  

 
B O O K S  O F  A L L  G E N R E S  W E L C O M E  

R E A D  U N R E A D  
P A P E R B A C K  H A R D B A C K  

F I C T I O N  N O N - F I C T I O N  
O L D  N E W   

P L E A S E  D R O P  O F F  B O O K S  
T O  T H E  S C O U T  H U T  ( O P P O S I T E  

B E N E N D E N ’ S  C O M M U N I T Y  S H O P )  
 

P L E A S E  R I N G  M E  S O  I  C A N  O P E N  
U P  T H E  S C O U T  H U T  F O R  Y O U  

0 1 5 8 0  2 4 2 9 0 8  
L I Z A N N E  B R O W N
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The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council  
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests 
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for 
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory. 
 
Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas 
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Tracy Claridge, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas, Treasurer: Charles Trollope 
Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: Iain Fraser 
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald 
 
Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month. 
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com. 
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com. 
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   01580 240371
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It may not quite be 21 June - when the world will revert to factory settings and the privations  
of Covid will disappear in a cloud of joy, Boris permitting - but at least a lot of our erstwhile 
existence has been returned to us over the past few weeks. 
 
I’ve been to the pub. That’s inside the pub, not in the former car park, with other people and 
without hypothermia. And I’ve discovered that my grandson isn’t, as I had begun to suspect,  
simply a ghostly figure generated via Zoom but a real live two-year-old who likes to visit us,  
chase our cats and wear his wellies in the woods. 
 
I’ve stopped short of booking a holiday - given that the only places I can go to unhindered  
are either war zones or active volcanoes - but once I’ve had my second jab, I’m hoping to 
‘staycation’ for a fortnight in East Peckham, and I’m optimistic Christmas will go ahead as  
the good Lord intended. 
 
In the meantime, I’m thinking maybe it’s time to give something back to the village that has 
treated many of us so well through lockdown. With renewed freedom comes renewed 
opportunity to do our bit - and there are plenty of ideas on that front in this month’s issue. 
 
The village clean-up, sorely missed last year, will return on Saturday 12 June, with coffee and  
cake as reward for litter-picking efforts; Speedwatch is eagerly searching for volunteers to help 
keep the lunatic motorists of Kent in check; the village fete will be on us before we know it;  
and I hear the Parish Council has a vacancy for a new, public-spirited member. 
 
That’s just scratching the surface. There are countless vacancies waiting to be filled by grateful 
villagers and now seems as good a time as any to stick our heads above the parapet. 
 
Peter Thomas, Co-Editor

Editorial
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Churchwarden: David Collard     241944     julia.collard@btinternet.com 
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 
 
Each 10am service will be recorded, and the video available the next day on www.benendenchurch.org 
It will remain accessible for the whole week. 
 
Sunday 6 June                  8am Communion          10am Communion 
                                     at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
Sunday 13 June                8am Communion          10am Communion 
                                                                       at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
Sunday 20 June                8am Communion          10am Communion 
                                     at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
Sunday 27 June                8am Communion          10am Communion 
                                                                       at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Pastor: Tobin Bird     240027     www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services 10am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship 
For those shielding the 10am Morning Worship service is also broadcast on our YouTube channel:  
search for ‘Iden Green Congregational Church’. 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
Funeral                        17 May   David Post   Committal and  burial 
                                  18 May   June King   Funeral and burial 
                                  28 May   Trevor Greenstreet   Funeral and committal Tunbridge Wells Crematorium 
                                  30 May   Christopher Lowe   Committal and interment
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A bit more normality returns 
Here we are, the start of the sixth month of the year, and it feels like we might be, at last, 
approaching a bit of normality. In one way, I hope that we will not rush headlong back to exactly 
how things used to be, when most people were far, far too busy and had forgotten to look after  
the most important thing in life: our relationships with one another; but it will be so good to get 
back to some of the normal things - the things we took so much for granted before the pandemic. 
 
By the time you read this we will have already marked the occasions of the Ascension and 
Pentecost in the church year; we have started going back into the primary school and are 
conducting weekly collective worship outside - all together, and with singing; we have restarted our 
midweek Communion service; I hope that bell ringing will have recommenced and be heard across 
the village once more; and come the middle of the month we will rekindle Cakes and Chaos, our 
Friday morning toddler group. 
 
We are planning for our first weddings in church, and I am thoroughly enjoying conducting marriage 
preparation with couples once again. By the time you read this I also hope that we will have some 
guidance of when we can return to congregational singing in our services - something we have all 
missed so much - and that we will have guidance on how we might be able to consider everyone 
taking Communion if they wish to (oh for that wonderful day to return), and in Sandhurst, the after-
school club, Blend, has also begun again. Normality! 
 
Another exciting piece of news: we are going to be trialling a community choir. The Rhythm of Life 
choir is being set up by Carla Smith and will be held on a Thursday morning, 10-11.30am, in  
St George’s Church, starting on 24 June. If you are interested and would like to book a place, please 
contact Carla for more information on 07743 430797. 
 
June is, of course, the time when we usually have the village fete in support of St George’s. Rightly,  
I believe, the decision was taken many months ago to postpone the fete for three months, so we 
have 18 September to really look forward to, when we can come together as a community and have 
fun on The Green. Put the date in your diary - and don’t be away! 
 
Speaking of being away, we will soon be having some time with our family up in Scotland. To say we 
are looking forward to that would be an understatement and I hope you are managing to return to 
these normal, family things, too. Just don’t not rush back into taking these special times with family 
and friends for granted. 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector

Rector’s Letter
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The Village Calendar is starting to look a little more like it used to. Clubs and 
societies are coming out of their Covid hibernation and dates are slowly and 
tentatively being added to the lists. Hopefully your own favourite groups will 
soon feel confident enough to resume their activities, but in the meantime 
we’ll continue to print the engagements that are being announced. 
 
Hopefully the worst of the effects of the lockdowns are now over and this 
page will begin to fill up in preparation for a bumper summer in the village. 
Until we emerge fully from the trials of the pandemic, however, we’ll carry on 
sharing David Commander’s list of guiding principles to steer us all through 
the confusion. We hope they may be a help until normal service is completely 
resumed.

Village Calendar

Guiding principles 
Our approach to making decisions about specific events, services 
or issues can be guided by these principles: 
 
Be calm and  
st the advice given by relevant authorities. 
 
Protect the vulnerable. It’s not just your health, but the 
health of others who may be more vulnerable. 
 
Continue to love our neighbour. Respect their needs  
and concerns as much as your own - but safely. If you have a 
neighbour living alone and isolated they would appreciate a call. 
 
Be transparent and open with one another, sharing accurate 
and up to date information. 
 
Be creative when making decisions - “how can we do this 
differently in these circumstances”.

June 
Saturday 5 Churchyard Working Party, St George’s, Benenden, 9.30-12noon 
Saturday 5 Official Opening, Iden Green Playground, 3pm p.9 
Saturday 12 Village Clean, Benenden’s Community Shop, 9-9.30am p.23 
Monday 21 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 
Tuesday 22 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.9 
Thursday 24 The Rhythm of Life Community Choir, St George’s Church, 10am p.9 
Tuesday 29 Iden Green and Benenden WI, AGM and Garden Party at a Member’s home p.21 
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Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 21 June 2021,  
Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 

Last year the Parish Council developed a Highways Improvement Plan prioritising improved 
safety at Benenden crossroads and also reducing traffic speed in Benenden and Iden Green. The 
plan was submitted to Kent County Council Highways and we are now awaiting a proposal for 
improved signage at the crossroads. Our plan also included proposals to reduce the speed limit 
in The Street and Iden Green to 20mph. 
 
Unfortunately, KCC does not consider that a 20mph limit is appropriate in the village as traffic 
speeds are far above the threshold for such an introduction - they view 20mph limits as being 
more suitable for an urban residential environment. However, KCC did suggest that removing 
the central white line could help reduce speeding through the village. The theory is that 
removing the line introduces a degree of uncertainty, thereby inducing drivers to slow down - in 
trials this has been shown to reduce speeds by up to 10%. After some discussion, agreement was 
reached and the resurfacing work on Iden Green Road gave us the ideal opportunity to test this 
out. Great. What could go wrong? 
 
Well, much to our dismay, one week after resurfacing, the contractor ignored the plan and 
reinstated the white line for the entire length of Iden Green Road. KCC has apologised and  
said that the mistake will be rectified; we are waiting to hear how it proposes to do this. 
 
Unfortunately, I suspect that some motorists will continue to exceed the speed limit regardless, 
so it is good news that Speedwatch has resumed. Thanks to those volunteers who have recently 
stepped up, but more volunteers would enable us to hold additional sessions at different times 
throughout the day. So, if you can spare just an hour a week to make the village a safer place, 
please get in touch. 
 
Peter Driver, Parish Councillor 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on Facebook
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Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 
receive your brochure  
Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 
tailored packages of personal care 
that can help people stay in their  
own home for as long as possible, 
rather than going into a care home 
before it’s really needed. We assist  
those who need help due to 
fraility, disability or illness to live 
as independently as possible, with 
comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  

 

 

 

 

 
A Wood Fired Oven can provide 

fantastic, fresh and fast food for you 
and your guests.  

We are local to Benenden and can cater 
for private parties, wedding receptions 

and events of all kinds.  
Most people only think of pizza, but 

there are lots of alternatives.  
Give me a call to discuss on: 

01580 279000 or 07788 279000 
info@wowcooking.co.uk  

or visit our website 
www.wowcooking.co.uk

Help is on hand from your local Mind 

www.westkentmind.org.uk 
01732 744950 

Information given, volunteers welcome 
and donations needed. 

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health 
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.

Volunteers Needed 
For 

Shop Service 
& 

Café Service 
 

Learn how to make 
that perfect coffee 

and serve it! 
 

01580 279808 

www.benendens.co.uk/volunteers 

info@benendens.co.uk 

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB
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The lockdown hobbyist 
So as the latest lockdown eases and I have managed to find some mental capacity to reflect on 
the past year, one thing that has become very clear is that I have found out what a hobby is. At  
45 years old, some may rightfully question how I reached this mid-life milestone with no hobbies 
at all. So, I would like to reflect on this light bulb moment with you. 
 
You must first understand what a hobby is. Apparently, a hobby is ‘a regular activity that is done 
for enjoyment, typically during one’s leisure time, not professionally or for pay. Hobbies include 
collecting themed items and objects, engaging in creative and artistic pursuits, playing sports, or 
pursuing other amusements.’ 
 
So here lies the first hurdle. Hobbies happen in leisure time. What is that? I’m a husband, father 
and a director of my own company, a son, a brother, a nephew, an uncle, a godfather, a cousin,  
a colleague and a Benenden Action Team coordinator. Surely, I need leisure time first to have  
a hobby? 
 
Then Covid-19 hit, and lockdown happened and like so many, my perspective has been irrevocably 
changed. Life is leisure time. You can do what you want when you want. You can work as hard as 
you want or sit and stare at the wall if you want. You are in control of what happens to you. So,  
it appears that once you have that simple concept licked, the world of leisure time opens up and 
hobbies arrive. 
 
Over the past year, I have realised my life is full of hobbies, things I do ‘not professionally or for 
pay’, things I do for simple ‘amusement’. Walking the dogs with my family, gardening with my wife, 
listening to my children, playing around in boats, helping people in our community, and fixing 
anything that’s broken. These are my hobbies, and it has taken a global pandemic for me to even 
realise that they are there, let alone how important they are to me. 
 
As a very clever American engineer once said: “You can’t have a better tomorrow if you are 
thinking about yesterday all the time.” 
 
So, let us try and move on from this strange time of lockdown, charge your glass (because we  
can now) and join me in toasting the humble hobby. Take a moment and realise what yours are 
and start to thoroughly enjoy them. To me, they are everything. 
 
Guy Hagan

7

Talking Point
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MICHAEL GOATER 
Fully accredited member  

of BAFRA 
 

mgoater.restoration@gmail.com

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  
RESTORATION 

WEDDINGS
& PARTIES

with elegance & rustic charm
From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of 

The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

01580 441571   www.the-oak-barn.co.uk   @theoakbarnff 

Luxurious & award winning eco-venue

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     

Hadlow trained and experienced in  
Soft Landscape and Landscape Construction 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
 

Border design 
Aspects of outdoor woodwork and treatment 

Winter garden (one-off blitz) 
Garden regeneration 

Hedge planting/cutting 
Fencing 
Turfing 

Fruit tree, rose and vine pruning 
Regular maintenance (including mowing) 

 
See above for contact information 

and feel free to contact for 
more details, quotes and prices.

Jay Weekes 
Idenlandscapes@gmail.com 

01580 389531 
07720 817577

Dream
L A S H E S
N A I L S &
B R O W S

Tel. 01580 388190 

The Street. Benenden. Kent TN17 4DB 

www.dreamlashesnailsandbrows.com

C
Well established, family run  

business, providing care for people  
living in the Weald of Kent. Our tailored 

service allows you to live at home  
with independence and dignity. 

Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office 
to arrange a no obligation visit. 

01580 762202 
www.carecompany.care

The
are

ompanyC
Caring for you at home
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Iden Green Playground 
Iden Green’s long-awaited new playground will 
be officially opened at 3pm on Saturday 5 June, 
barring any unexpected last-minute hitches.  
It will be a celebratory event for the village 
after a very tough year of on-off Covid 
lockdowns and restrictions. Naturally, the 
event will comply with any social distancing 
rules that apply at the time. 

The playground has been made possible  
by a successful fund-raising appeal, led by the 
Friends of Iden Green Playground, a group of 
village volunteers, and the Benenden Village 
Trust, which is responsible for the playgrounds 
in both Iden Green and Benenden. 

Jonathan Strong, chairman of BVT, said:  
“We are grateful to everyone who has given 
so generously to the appeal and we would  
love as many as can come on 5 June to share 
in the celebrations. We are sure Iden Green 
residents, and the parish as a whole, will be 
delighted with the results.” 

Construction work began on schedule on  
5 May, with a digger moving onto the site to 
prepare the ground for the laying of safe 
surfacing and the building of the playground 
equipment, with a target finishing date at the 
end of May. 
Martin Dickson, Benenden Village Trust 

 
 
 

Catholic Chapel 
The Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph, New 
Pond Road, is now open for Sunday Mass. 
Although we are not currently allowed to sing, 
a short Mass is now being said at 9am every 
Sunday. Alternate pews are screened off to 
ensure social distancing, and extra ventilation 
and other measures are in place in order to  
be Covid compliant. We are also now able to 
resume meeting for coffee/tea outside in small 
groups after Mass on the first Sunday of each 
month. Visitors are most welcome. 

The Rhythm 
of Life  
Community 
 Choir 
 
Benenden Church 
Thursday morning 
10-11.30am 
starting 24 June 
 

ALL WELCOME 
£45 per term 

 
To book your place call 

Carla on 07743 430 797

News and Events

Village Lunch 
On Tuesday 22 June, the village lunch will 
resume and we hope to celebrate seeing 
everyone again on this day. As usual it will start 
at 12.30pm and if anyone needs a lift please do 
contact Sheila. It would be wonderful if you 
could let us know if you would like to come  
by the Friday before to give us time to cook.  
If you all feel we are being a little overeager 
we will quite understand and will hold off for  
a bit longer, but we thought we would test  
the water. 

If this is a success we anticipate the next 
one being on the third Tuesday as before, so  
20 July. In the meantime the village lunch team 
send you all best wishes. 
Sheila Hume   240838 or  
Kathleen Brewis   240081 

 
 
 

St George’s Fete 
Please help us gather another bumper crop for 
the bric-a-brac stall. We are collecting and will 
welcome any clean items you can spare. From 
1 July, please leave donations in the scout hut 
marquee (opposite the shop); meanwhile, leave 
in the church porch or call: 
Maggy Hoyt   240700 or  
Lalage Johnstone   712815 
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Geoff Tiltman  
Gardens & Groundworks 

City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT 
Creating Gardens of Distinction 

 
Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas, 

Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting, 
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy, 
All Garden Construction and 

Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken 
 

Free Quotations - Keen Prices 
 

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours 
Mobile 07775 694 963 

geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk 
 

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND  
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

 
 

          
              
       

  
                                    

       

    
 
 

        

 
 

EC
Do you want a safe, r

Security Lighting - S
Fault finding - L

NE
Fully insured q
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Call

EL  
 

          
              
       

  
                                    

       

    
 
 

        

 
 

NACI
rreliable, reeasonable priced Electrician ?

moke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets
.E.D Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
EW FUSE BOARDS
qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

ssure you of a quick response

Nick now 01580279907

CTRI 
 

          
              
       

  
                                    

       

    
 
 

        

 
 

Call Nick now 01580279907
email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk
www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk

 
 

          
              
       

  
                                    

       

    
 
 

        

 
 

Call Nick now 01580 279907

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
New Fuse Boards - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN

GARDEN POWER & LIGHTING

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

Short term emergency 
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please look at the website for details on  
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover  
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Please text FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to buy a meal 

for someone in crisis
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JAZZ & BLUES 
AT THE PAVILION 

 
AN AFTERNOON OF LIVE JAZZ & BLUES 

ON THE GREEN IN IDEN GREEN 
 

FEATURING: ENTERTAINING MR STONE,  
DAVE MCKEAN & BENENDEN JAZZ 

 

SATURDAY 17 JULY FROM 2.30PM 
 

BBQ ~ REAL ALE & PIMM’S TENT 
BRING A RUG & PICNIC 

 
ADVANCE TICKETS ~ £6 

FROM BENENDEN’S COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

TICKETS ON THE GATE ~ £7 
(CHILDREN UNDER 12 ~ FREE) 

 
ALL PROCEEDS TO CHARITIES
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Private Tuition 
in Benenden 

 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available

 

 
 
 

 

Promoted by  
Helen Grant MP, of 

House of Commons, 
London SW1A 0AA

Helen
eaeand the W

MP for Maid

I am here to help you in 
If th i i f
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ereheIf there is an issue of concern to you, wh

you believe I can assist, or if you would 
to arrange a meeting with me, please em
me at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk
or telephone 020 7219 7107.

helengrant.org
@HelenGrantMP
helen-grantMP
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01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local 
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and 
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and 
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property 
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not 
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at 
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost 
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.  

LEADERS IN 
LOCAL PROPERTY 
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in 
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for 
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET   ROLVENDEN LAYNE   £3,250 PCM

Join our weekly Zoom chat groups. 
Open to anyone aged 18 and over.  

If you’re not on the internet, we also have  
face to face ‘Circles of Six’  

[adhering to government guidelines]. 
Once lockdown is over we will resume  

our other regular activities. 
Please check our website for full details  

and other useful resources.

Promoting health and wellbeing to build a stronger community

FEELING LONELY OR ISOLATED? 
NEED TO CONNECT WITH OTHERS? 

www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk 
email hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk  

or leave a message on 07961 669 575

Charity No. 1190083

45 & 51 High Street 
Tenterden

BM JUNE 21.qxp_Layout 1  30/05/2021  11:23  Page 12



13

Talking Shop 
It may not have seemed much like spring of 
late, but our great little café is waking up  
from what seems like a long winter’s sleep  
and you are coming back. Tables outside have 
encouraged many to brave the vagaries of the 
British climate and sit clutching their drinks 
while warding off gales, sleet, rain and, very 
occasionally, glorious sunshine. Normality is 
returning and thank you for your support. 

The café is now well and truly open for 
inside trade, so it may be helpful to remind 
you all of how it works - at least for the time 
being. To adhere to safety regulations, we can 
only have four tables inside, seating four 
customers at two of them and two customers 
at the other two. Outside seating is, of course, 
available too. We ask that you be patient if  
you are asked to wait as each vacated table 
and chairs need to be sanitised between 
customers. Please wear a face covering until 
you are seated. 

The menu has remained the same for  
the time being but will be adjusted as more 
seasonal fare becomes available. As yet, we are 
unable to offer toilet facilities but are hopeful 
of being able to do so towards the end of June, 
in line with government guidance. 

With these increases in opening, we are 
appealing for more volunteers to come 
forward to help, especially with the café, 
please. Huge thanks go to those who have 
continued to assist for many months, but we 
need more people to help spread the 
workload. Without volunteers we cannot offer 
the service that we want to. If you are thinking 
of volunteering, please do pop in and sign up 
to do a session, preferably a regular one. It’s 
very satisfying, great fun and a lovely way to 
meet new people. 
Bev Beveridge   info@benendens.co.uk   
www.benendens.co.uk 

Village Hall 
We have been open for bookings again since 
mid-April, when the first set of restrictions 
allowed children’s dance classes, and Ami 
Piper’s School of Dance were the first through  
the doors. We then eagerly anticipated the  
17 May relaxation of the rules regarding 
indoor exercise for adults, which would mean 
that some more of our regulars could return 
to business, such as Jean Chapman’s dance and 
exercise for seniors, Tuesday night badminton 
and Charlie Hartley’s yoga. As we come into 
June, we have our sights set on the end of the 
month, when we will finally be able to host 
weddings, parties and meetings again, as well  
as the faithful village lunch club every third 
Tuesday of the month (except for their first 
one on 22 June). 

We’re lucky that we’ve made it through the 
past year thanks to the loyalty of our hirers, 
and our diary is filling up fast as everyone 
slowly returns to normality. There are some 
gaps available for bookings, so if you are 
looking for a venue to hold a regular class,  
or if you are hoping to hold a get-together  
for family and friends later in the year, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Holly Clayson, Manager   07419 989830 
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org 
www.benendenvillagehall.org 
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Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street! 

 
An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines 
and with Post Office services . . .  
For those who are self-isolating and have no one to shop for them, we will be able to  
take orders and payment over the phone. We can also supply frozen ready meals with 
instructions. Please note the opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday to Saturday and  
9am-1pm on Sunday. Café open 8.30am-4.30pm Monday to Saturday and 9am-1pm  
on Sunday, for takeaway drinks, hot snacks and some cakes, with outside tables for service. 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

 
Bargain Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Idyllic rural location 
Individual heated chalets  
housing up to four cats 
Also welcome rabbits,  

guinea pigs, hamsters etc. 
Come and see us before booking 

F o r e s t  
F a r m  
C a t  

H o t e l  

Call Lucy on 01580 242961 
or 07720 966374 

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk 
or see our website  

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
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Primary School 
The mix of cold weather and bright sunshine 
that we’re getting at the moment is a good 
reminder of the in-between place that we  
find ourselves in - not yet free of this 
pandemic, but inching towards a brighter  
and better future. 

Certainly, with the further easing of the 
lockdown later this month, we are hopeful  
and excited that school life will finally be able 
to return to ‘normal’ during the last few  
weeks of the summer term. Indeed, we have 
enthusiastically started to put dates in the 
diary: Year 6 residential to Carroty Wood,  
a charity danceathon, individual class trips, 
weekly Djembe drumming and trumpet 
lessons, Forest school sessions, whole school 
sports day, end-of-term production, to name 
but a few. 

Each term we encourage everyone to 
embody our school values of curiosity, 
compassion, courage and commitment, as 
portrayed through the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. I hope my charity skydive to raise 
money for the Weald Family Hub and our 
Federation PTFAs will help demonstrate to  
the children both courage and commitment. 

Finally, I am delighted to inform you that 
Kent County Council is leading a community-
based programme of positive, engaging and 
exciting opportunities and activities that will 
help the county’s children and young people to 
reconnect with different aspects of their lives, 
such as education, healthy activities, friends 
and future opportunities. If you want to know 
more about the Reconnect programme, 
information and a short introductory video 
can be found at: www.kent.gov.uk/reconnect 
Lindsay Roberts, Executive Headteacher   
240565   office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 

Parent, Teacher and Friends 
Association 
The children at Benenden Primary School had 
great fun last month taking part in a sponsored 
danceathon at school. Each class participated, 
many dressed up in their dancing clothes 
instead of uniform, and danced away to their 
favourite music, showing off their fantastic 
moves. All the monies raised were for the 
Parent, Teacher and Friends Association 
(PTFA), with a percentage going towards 
leavers’ celebrations for Year 6. Thank you to 
all who supported this fantastic day, which was 
a huge success. 

June could be seen as a quieter month for 
us, but behind the scenes we are all working 
hard on exciting upcoming events. We are 
honoured and excited to be part of the 
Benenden village fete, on 18 September, 
running the children’s stalls. We would very 
much welcome donations of children’s toys, 
books, clothes and fancy dress. Drop off will 
be at the scout hut from 1 July. 

We are excited to share that we have a 
new ‘always on’ donation page, Wonderful.org, 
on which anybody can easily donate at any 
time to support the school, the children and 
our initiatives - there are more details on  
our website. 

Ahead of any summer online shopping, a 
reminder that by using easyfundraising.org.uk 
and choosing our PTFA as the charity of 
choice at checkout at close to 4,000 retailers, 
you can help us raise further funds at no cost 
to you. 

Thank you as always for your continued 
support for the wellbeing of our children.  
For more info on all activities  
and how to participate, please  
scan the QR code or go to our  
website event section. 
Jennie Bryan, Vice Chair PTFA 
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Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE 

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

DOGwalking

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular

 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school -  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
 qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

  
Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

I offer home visits to address 
your footcare needs 
 
Treatments include: 
      Nail trimming 
      Hard skin removal 
      Corns & calluses 
      Foot massage 
      Fungal nails & testing 
      Thickened nails 
      Diabetic foot care 
      Cracked heels 
      Verrucas 
      Skin & footcare advice 

Justine Oliver TCFCPdip, MCFH 
FOOT CARE SERVICES   

07760 340119 or 
justineoliver.fhp@gmail.com 

www.joliverfootcare.com 
   

Fully insured ~ Registered ~ DBS checked 
Foot Health Professional Association 

K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 
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CODEWORD No 25 (Easy) 
11 13 3 26 20 6

19 9 13 7 9 11 6 5 8 24 16 3 19

22 20 12 9 6 7

23 3 7 2 11 9 6 20 21 3 19 26

6 5 11 20 11

20 14 14 21 20 3 11 11 15 3 5 26

19 19 21 10

22 10 7 6 21 15 3 1 15 9 2 14

22 21 6 2 21

6 20 11 20 3 7 11 9 20 2 6 20

4 20 19 14 20 21

12 10 2 25 20 8 18 7 17 17 19 20 24

1 8 1 2 8 26

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

CROSSWORD  No 25 (Easy) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Each number represents a letter. Break the code and  
complete the grid. Three letters have been given to help you. 
Heavy lines denote a new word.

CROSSWORD No25  (Easy)

CODEWORD No25  (Easy)

FOURWORD

MINDBENENDERS  By ASCII

  

8
1 7 9

6 3 9
8 2
5 4 6

7 9 5
3 9 7 4

4 7 8
2 5

Each column, 
row and block 
must contain 
numbers 1 to 
9 in any order. 
Each number 
can be used 
only once in 
each column, 
row or block.

In the grid, place  
all of these letters  
to make the same  
four words across  
and down.  
Four clues are  
given to help you. 
 
AAADEEEKKLLLRRSS

1 Can they keep zoos afloat? 
2 Genuine Italian club? 
3 Thousand beer vegetable. Bitter alright. 
4 On the slippery slope 

SUDOKU

1 2 3 4
X

5 6 7
V

8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
B

21 22 23 24 25 26

      Across 
 1   Cain murdered ancient Andean (4) 
 3   Flying machine making something from nothing (8) 
 9   Sunshine vitamin, initially in tatters, pulled along (7) 
10  Who has energy after midday? (2-3) 
11   Blends in old-fashioned underwear (12) 
13  Need one before we all fall down? (6) 
15  Travels swiftly over central Asia, I hear (6) 
17  Payment in bitcoin, nut or messed up altogether (12) 
20  After earache, sinusitis and tonsilitis treatment, Queen to go in (5) 
21  French salted seafood all for me (7) 
22  No spare for American driver (8) 
23  Lose garden building (4) 
 
 
      Down 
 1   “I, Ant: I, Dec”. Terrible show! (8) 
 2   Attract particle brew-up to Royal Marine (5) 
 4   Bowlers’ and I in awful attack defeated English batsmen? (6) 
 5   Unfortunately, you consult in a never-ending manner (12) 
 6   After article, racehorses arrive in numbers (7) 
 7   Bound to have come in at the same time (4) 
 8   Type of misleading article guru wrote on theme of farming (12) 
12  Uncle had wrongly taken off (8) 
14  Selling what you don’t own could diminish small investor (7) 
16  Lost girls (6) 
18  Inland Revenue - sort of Celtic in origin (5) 
19  Touched pool table (4)

1 2 3 4 

2 
      

3 
      

4 
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Benenden Hospital 
At Benenden Hospital we’re dedicated to 
providing the best care, and our patients are  
at the heart of everything we do. While we  
can call on some of the latest, most advanced 
technology and techniques to achieve the best 
health outcomes, our commitment to a quality 
patient experience also incorporates a more 
traditional aspect of nursing and care in the 
form of a hospital matron. Ali Turner has been 
the matron here since 2013, having joined the 
hospital 12 years earlier. 

To be a successful hospital like Benenden, 
we require someone to be ready and have  
the oversight to lead and direct the clinical 
functions within the hospital, to bring cohesion 
between the various healthcare disciplines: 
nursing, allied healthcare, doctors, etc. 

Often the role deals with very complex 
issues including patient outcomes, complaints, 
risk, quality, continuous improvement and, 
increasingly these days, financial, planning, 
development and strategic matters. 

Today’s hospital matron also needs to have 
a degree of commercial acumen and be able  
to contribute to the business’s continuous 
improvement commitments, its commercial 
viability discussions and evaluation. 

The Care Quality Commission assesses 
how well-led trusts are when they talk about 
matron roles being there to ensure a culture 
of caring and continuous improvement, 
through having clear standards of behaviour 
and a ‘zero tolerance’ to poor care. Essentially, 
the matron is there to lead, enquire, inspect, 
assess, audit, investigate, challenge and to give  
a voice that raises any issues of concern- real 
or potential. 

I’m proud Ali is both a matron and a nurse; 
in carrying out her role she brings experience, 
credibility, energy and passion to the role. She 
is enthusiastic and drives high expectations 
while at the same time inspiring confidence 
and ability in others. The role of matron really 
is far more varied than you might imagine. 
Jane Abbott, Hospital Director and Chief Nurse

Topical health 
As we transition into summer, many of us  
will be thinking about topping up our tans,  
or at least our vitamin D, while we have the 
opportunity. What most of us will not be 
thinking about when the sun shines are the 
potential for skin damage and the development 
of skin cancers. As the most common form of 
cancer in the UK, skin cancer is responsible 
for over 2,500 premature deaths a year, many 
of which can be avoided. Perhaps those most 
at risk are children, in whom the effects of 
childhood sunburn on the development of  
skin cancer are not apparent until much later 
in life. 

Staying safe in the sun is as simple as ‘slip, 
slop, slap, seek and slide’. Slip on some clothing 
- which is always the best line of defence from 
the sun. In children especially, long-sleeved  
t-shirts provide good protection, while cotton 
is both safe and cooling. Slop refers to sun 
cream use, which should mean a product with 
a sun protection factor (SPF) of at least 30 and 
four-star protection against UVA; the NHS 
advises reapplication of sun cream every two 
hours where exposure cannot be limited. 
Perhaps the most neglected area of the body 
for clothing is the head, where exposed ears, 
necks and noses are prone to sun damage, and 
slapping on a broad-brimmed, or legionnaire’s, 
hat is a great way to protect yourself. 

Of course, the best way to stay cool and 
avoid the sun is to seek out some shade  
when it is at its strongest, which in the UK is 
11am-3pm. Sliding on some sunglasses not only 
finishes of that summer look, but also protects 
the eyes from damage. 

While getting some sunshine is undoubtedly 
good for us in so many ways, including our 
mental health, taking care of our skin is both 
simple and important. 
Peter Ellis
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Benenden School 
It is a wonderful relief to be operating the 
school once again almost as normal, with the 
majority of our international students now 
back with us and the sound of the girls 
laughing and joking with their friends together 
on site again, enjoying the extended days of 
being outside. That is, of course, apart from 
our Year 11 and 13 students, who have been 
busy revising and sitting assessments for their 
teacher-assessed grades. What a year these 
year groups, in particular, have had. 

It has been a thoroughly enjoyable start to 
the term, with Enquiry Days for Year 7 and 8 
and Year 9 taking part in two days of team-
building with an array of activities here on site 
and at Bewl Water reservoir: these were 
fantastic fun and I’m incredibly jealous of the 
opportunity they had. 

We have been delighted to host an array  
of expert speakers in virtual events, including 
historians Professor Richard Rex and Dr Jack 
Tchen, acclaimed film music composer Rupert 
Gregson-Williams, Jonathan Watts, a former 
Benenden housemaster and history teacher, 
who spoke about the history of the school, 
and Professor Sabina Knight, a professor of 
Chinese literature and comparative literature 
at Smith College in Massachusetts. 

In addition, this week students hosted the 
annual Benenden ACE Talks, in which students 
and external speakers gather for an evening  
to present a TEDx style talk on a topic 
surrounding the given theme, which this year 
was The Importance of Perspective. 

At this event, Jamie Lowther-Pinkerton, a 
former officer in the British Army, spoke about 
the importance of understanding both sides  
to a story and trying to see things from 
someone else’s perspective, as well as talking 
about how context is crucial to perspective. 
The second speaker was Dr Neil Pillai, a GP 
from Ivy Court Surgery, Tenterden, who is an 
enthusiastic mindfulness teacher and keen to 
bring the benefits of mindfulness to the widest 
possible audience. 
Samantha Price, Headmistress

Planning Matters 
For full details of the Parish Council’s 
comment please see minutes of meetings. 
l  21/01369/FULL Oakdale, The Green. 

Erection of a tractor barn and store 
together with the construction of an access 
track. 

l  21/01392/FULL Land Adjacent to 2 Hague 
Cottages, Coldharbour Road. Change of  
use of agricultural land to residential. 
Construction of two semi-detached house, 
garages and new vehicular access. Redesign 
of the application approved under 
application number 20/02165/FULL. 

l  21/01082/FULL Pelham, Walkhurst Road.  
Demolition of garage; proposed erection of 
ancillary building to be used as a workshop, 
home gym and living accommodation. 

l  21/00967/FULL Part of Reed Wood, Mill 
Street. Retention of a forestry building, 
retention of a mobile welfare unit in situ, 
retention of lean-to and proposed works to 
repair and maintain an existing access track 
(Part Retrospective). 

l  21/00313/FULL Barn Land Adjacent to 
Bankside, Dingleden. Replace existing 
dilapidated timber framed building with  
new maintaining existing use (Part 
Retrospective). 

l  21/00766/FULL The Garden House, Standen 
Street. Demolition of existing single garage; 
erection of detached 3 bay garage with 
room above; first floor rear extension with 
internal alterations changes to fenestration. 
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PROUD TO BE SERVING THE  
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852 

 

 
Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism. 
With our 24-hour emergency service, we are only  

a telephone call away. 
At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly  
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who  
will be there to help, support and guide you through  

the whole of the funeral process. 
 
 

 
Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF. 

01580 713636 

Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB. 

01797 260316 
enquiries@jperigoeandson.com 

www.jperigoeandson.com   
 

J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of 
   West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South, 

Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP. 

Specialists in private garden  
design & construction  

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963  
Patios  Brickwork 

Decking  Stonework 
Ponds  Water features 

Planting schemes  Groundworks 
Detailed plans  Portfolio available 

Free Consultation  
07595 024330 
01892 722412  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

GREENACRE 
LANDSCAPES

A beautiful collection of  
rustic & vintage furniture 

 and accessories 
 available to hire for any 

location or event 
www.village vintage.co.uk

BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07768 194400 
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 
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Benenden Pre-School 
As spring advances, we are planting fruit, 
flowers and vegetables. Every child has  
planted their own sunflower seed, filling a  
pot carefully with soil, noticing with wonder 
the black and white stripes on the seed -  
‘like a zebra!’ said one critical thinker - and 
how different these tiny seeds are from the 
giant yellow flower on the packet. We will 
watch the sunflowers grow, measure and  
we’ll compare heights and look forward  
to the drama of the first leaves unfurling. 

The children are also monitoring how  
the tadpoles are changing and developing as  
they swim around our tank: looking at the 
reference book we keep beside the tank, we  
are anticipating with excitement that legs will 
start to grow soon and these tiny fish-like 
creatures will look a little more like frogs. 

A book which is currently a firm favourite 
at Pre-School (and which never goes out  
of style - it was, incredibly, published  
over 52 years ago) is the iconic The Very  
Hungry Caterpillar, a great introduction to 
metamorphosis for three- and four-year-olds. 
When we read it, I invite the children to close 
their eyes as we imagine spinning a warm, 
dark cocoon around us from our toes to the 
top of our crown before nibbling a hole in it 
and squeezing out, head first, as a butterfly. 
Isn’t spring amazing? 
Lucy Oakley, Supervisor 
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 
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Iden Green and Benenden WI 
Some of our members recently joined 
Hawkhurst WI to listen to a Japanese lady, 
Naomi Abe, giving her interesting perspective 
on ‘Cherry’ Ingram. Those able to access the 
WI Wanderers on Facebook enjoyed some of 
the entertainment provided to celebrate their 
first birthday, and we also joined a Zoom talk 
entitled ‘Raising Awareness of Ovarian Cancer’. 
This seems to be a silent killer because women 
are visiting their doctors too late. Anyone who 
is over 50 and has family who have experienced 
cancer, is particularly at risk. 

We are looking forward to meeting all  
our present members at the garden party  
on 29 June. As it is also our AGM, the new 
membership fee will be collected. Luckily, we 
now have some autonomy so have decided  
to reduce this to £39. As mentioned before,  
please get in touch if you need a lift or have 
any queries. 

We are hoping to find a kind, strong 
volunteer who may be able to give some of  
our ladies a lift from time to time. It will mainly 
be short trips to and from the Memorial Hall. 
We will ensure you are not out of pocket. 
Please let us know if you could go on a list. 

We would like to invite those of you who 
are interested in joining the WI to come to  
our Memorial Hall meeting on 20 July at 2pm, 
where you will be made very welcome. 
Jacqueline Aviolet will be giving a talk entitled 
‘At the Nursery’. We shall also have the usual 
refreshments and a raffle. We look forward to 
meeting you but please get in touch beforehand 
if you would like any more information. 
Jackie Liffen   752232    
benendenwi@gmail.com 
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hhytyerryryththEvEvverrytt ingng  OututstsididdeyterEv rythhing Outside
Every job is treated with a professional, 

friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured 
William Smith 

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232 
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.everything-outside.co.uk

GARDENING l LANDSCAPING l PATIOS 

FENCING l MOWING l HEDGE TRIMMING 

DRAINAGE l CLEARANCE l DIGGER WORK 

TREE SURGERY l CONCRETING

1900
STE

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com
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Sarah makes a difference 
The new NHS ‘What a difference a day makes’ 
TV advertisement titled ‘Every vaccine gives us 
hope’ has a link close to home. The lovely song 
that it features is sung by Sarah Sheldrake (aka 
SHELLS), one of our local musicians featured in 
this magazine last month. Sarah also arranged the 
cover of the song, which was originally released 
by Dinah Washington in 1959. 

The latest NHS campaign is predominantly 
aimed at the under 50s who are being offered 
their first dose, as well as the over 50s who are 
booked in for their second dose, to encourage 
vaccine uptake. 

To hear the song: www.shellsmusic.com/blogs 
 
 
 

RBD Memorial Recital 
The internationally renowned pianist Daniel 
Grimwood has a lovely, original programme 
planned for the 13th annual Richard Beattie 
Davis Memorial Recital at the Sandhurst garden 
party. He will be playing the Novelette Op.21 #2 
by Robert Schumann and the Romance by  
Clara Schumann; Schmerz im Gluck by Adolf  
von Henselt; Carl Czerny’s arrangement of the 
Henselt Duo; and the much-neglected Sergei 
Lyapunov Sonata, a composer on whom my  
late husband had much to write. 

I do hope that you will be able to join us on 
Saturday 31 July at 3pm. Tickets, in aid of Hospice 
in the Weald, will only be sold in advance from: 
Gillian Davis   850384 

MINDBENENDERS  Answers 
CROSSWORD No25 
Across:  1 Inca, 3 Aircraft, 9 Dragged, 10 No-one,  
11 Combinations, 13 Tissue, 15 Russia, 17 Contribution,  
20 Enter, 21 Selfish, 22 Tireless, 23 Shed 
 
Down:  1 Indicate, 2 Charm, 4 Indian, 5 Continuously,  
6 Amounts, 7 Tied, 8 Agricultural, 12 Launched, 14 Shorter,  
16 Misses, 18 Irish, 19 Felt

CODEWORD No25 
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FOURWORD 
1 ARKS, 2 REAL, 3 KALE, 4 SLED

SUDUKO 
Village Fete donations 
Saturday 18 September, The Green, 12-4pm 
We are starting to collect items to sell at the 
village fete in September so please start looking 
out any books, bric-a-brac, clothes, jewellery, 
tools and toys in good condition that you would 
like to donate. From 30 June we will be setting  
up a drop off point at the scout hut (opposite  
the shop) for these. In the meantime - for books, 
CDs and children’s DVDs only - please contact 
Lizanne Brown on 242908 to arrange drop off. 
Any books remaining after the fete are taken to 
Catching Lives Books in Canterbury, a charity 
bookshop and officially Kent’s Best. Any clothes 
remaining after the fete will also go to Catching 
Lives. Nothing goes to waste and we are very 
grateful for all your support. In the meantime, 
please continue to drop off clothes for the 
homeless at the church porch. 
Tracy Claridge   240454   
tlclaridge@tlclaridge.co.uk 

 
 
 

Village clean-up 
This year’s clean-up will be held on Saturday  
12 June as part of Keep Britain Tidy’s ‘Pledge  
to Pick Up’ campaign. Volunteers should pick up 
equipment from outside the village shop between 
9 and 9.30am, return by 11am. Please bring your 
own hand sanitiser and note that existing hygiene 
and social distancing measures must be adhered 
to. All those taking part will receive a voucher for 
a drink and a piece of cake from the community 
shop cafe, so please do come along.
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Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www.b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call Holly on 
07419 989830 for details
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Lucy Lynch:  
England 
lacrosse 
legend 
In our midst is Lucy 
Lynch, an amazing 
sportswoman who 
has just retired 

from playing lacrosse for 
England, picking up 101 caps 
in her 20-year career on the 
field, making her the first 
centurion for her country. 
Lucy first encountered 
lacrosse at school, one of  
only a handful of state 
schools that taught it 
at the time. She had  

a natural talent and was known for her 
speed and competitiveness, which led to 
her being picked for the England squad at 
17 in 2002. She won her first cap that year 
with a win in the Home Internationals 
competition against Scotland, but it wasn’t 
just lacrosse that Lucy excelled in. She 
represented England Students Rugby in 
2005-2006, during which she suffered a 
potentially career-ending leg break. Ever focussed, 
she recovered and a year later won back her 
place in the England lacrosse squad. 

After university in the UK and the USA, Lucy 
joined Benenden School to teach PE as head of 

lacrosse 
12 years 
ago: “It 
was my 
first job 
and a bit 
of a shock 
moving to 
the village 
from 

Croydon, but I absolutely loved it from the start.” 
In 2013 Lucy became a housemistress looking 

after 60 girls. “We provide a home from home for 
the girls, and I get to see them at their best - and 

not so best,” she smiles. “The days are long but 
it’s very rewarding. This school is just a wonderful 
environment and place to work. They have been 
brilliant at 
supporting my 
lacrosse career, 
too, enabling  
me to continue 
to play at 
international 
level around  
the world.” 

Lucy has 
played in four 
World Cups, winning bronze medals in 2005  
and 2017, and celebrating a historic 2-1 Test 

Series win in Australia  
in 2016. While playing for 
England, she continued  
to coach lacrosse at the 
school alongside her 
housemistress duties. “We 
have had some amazing 
players who have gone on 
to play at international 
level for Hong Kong, the 
Netherlands, Wales, Spain 
and Scotland. A real 

highlight was when, in 2017, two of my England 
teammates were girls I had taught at Benenden.” 

Lucy’s wife Cat, who played for England too, 
also works at the school as head of lacrosse and 
deputy housemistress and they now have two 
young children: “It’s a lovely environment for 
them to grow up in,” says Lucy. While she may 
have hung up her lacrosse stick, she is not resting 
on her sporting laurels just yet. “I’ve been so 
lucky to have had such 
a long career playing 
lacrosse at a senior 
level, but it’s time to 
step aside and let the 
next generation step on 
the field. Lacrosse will 
still be a huge part of 
my life, but in a different 
way from now on.”

Spotlight

Celebrating 100 caps
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Thinking of selling or letting your 
property in or close to Benenden?

Specialist Rural and Village 
Agent. Full Professional Estate 
Agency service.

For straightforward sale or letting advice 
regarding the value of your house please 
contact us. 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk
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Creating art from the earth  
Helen Jewsbury tells Ruth Clark about her 
passion for clay 
Creating quirky and humorous figures in clay, 
alongside beautiful bowls and mugs, has not 
only kept Helen sane during lockdown, but has 
appealed to customers all over the country 

who are drawn 
to her unique 
pieces. Every 
figure tells a 
story, be it a 
relaxing hare, a 
group of soggy 
swimmers, a 
grinning Mrs 
Mop, or a dog 
with mischief 
on his mind. 

As a 
teenager, 
Helen wanted 
to go to art 
school but her  
parents urged 
her to get a 
professional 
skill instead:  
“I became a 
nurse and  
I absolutely 
loved it, it  
was such an 
interesting  
and rewarding 
career, but  
I sometimes 

wondered exactly what my life would have 
been like if I had immersed myself in the art 
world instead.” 

Helen discovered clay five years ago and 
took to it immediately. “I found my creative 
medium and it’s my passion now and I create 
every day,” she says, and although over the last 
year she hasn’t been able to sell at art and 
craft markets around the county (Faversham 
and Tenterden being her favourites), or 

through small craft shops, 
such as Made by Kent in 
Staplehurst, and Walrus and 
Oyster in Canterbury, Helen 
has still been able to sell 
items online. 

She also shares her love 
by running workshops in  
her garden studio. Over six 
two-hour classes, students 
can make a substantial piece. 
“These are very informal, 
relaxed and fun sessions for 
up to four and all materials 
are included. Many come 
with an idea of what they 
want to make, or I can guide 
them through the process.” 
She also holds weekend  
and Christmas workshops 
and details can be found  
on her website. 

To find shops that stock 
Helen’s pieces, dates of 
upcoming art fairs, and 
details of her workshops  
go to: 
www.helenjewsburyceramics.com 
I: @helenjewsbury7399  
helen.jewsbury@talk21.com

Spotlight
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BIDDENDEN 
Stained glass artist Liza Townsend 
www.lizastainedglass.com 

 
Artists Hannah Buchanan and  
Scarlett Woodman join to display their work. 
www.hannahbuchanan.com 
www.scarlettwoodman.co.uk 

SISSINGHURST 
Artist and printmaker Amanda Averillo 
www.amandaaverilloart.com

BENENDEN 
Liz Bewley a ceramicist celebrating  
‘wild women’ and mythology 
www.lizbewleyceramics.com 

 
Artist, ceramicist and photographer  
Sara Rowan (see opposite) 
www.sararowan.co.uk 

GOUDHURST 
Artist Tricia Muller teams up with  
artist Denise Naldrett and  
ceramicist Helen Jewsbury (page 27) 
www.triciamullerart.com 
www.helenjewsburyceramics.com 

Celebrating local artists 
From 4-20 June over 200 artists throw open 
their studio doors across the south east  
so visitors can tour unusual studio spaces 
from custom sheds to remote workshops, 

beachside galleries to 
beautiful purpose-built 
studios. This annual  
South East Open Studios 

(SEOS) event started  
24 years ago and features 
artists from Edenbridge  
to Ramsgate, Rochester  

to Hastings - and everywhere in 
between. It’s a wonderful opportunity 

to meet creators, discuss their process and 
see many at work. 

You can see a wide 
range of work: painting, 
printmaking, pottery  
and ceramics, jewellery,  
glass and woodwork, 
sculpting, textile art,  
digital work, illustration 
and mixed media. 

Many studios are 
family-friendly, offering 
adults and children the chance to ask 
questions and find out about a new skill.  
If you’ve ever daydreamed of yourself as  
a painter, potter or jeweller, this could be  
your first step in a new adventure. 

All the artists are listed in a free guide 
which you can pick up in local shops, and  
the SEOS website gives all the details. 

Here are just some of the local artists 
opening their studios from 4-20 June.  
Check www.SEOS-art.org for details, 
directions and individual open days and times. 

Liz Bewley

Hannah Buchanan

Amanda Averillo

Spotlight
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SARA ROWAN: CLOSE TO NATURE 
After living in Hawkhurst for ten years, I moved 
to Benenden just over three years ago. Way back 
in the late 1970s I studied fashion design at 
Rochester Art College, however I realised that  
I needed to earn money to live on and after a 
few career twists and turns, spent 25 years 
running an organic fruit farm in Cranbrook. 
Always painting whenever I had any spare time,  
I was fortunate to be able to return to study 
part-time later in life in Canterbury and gained  
a degree in Fine Art in 2011. 

I used to take part in the South East Open 
Studios event around 20 years ago, and am so 
pleased to be able to open my studio again now. 

I enjoy working with a wide range of media, 
watercolour, acrylics, oils, ceramics and ‘retro’ 

black and white 
photography using a 
1930s camera. My subject 
matter is just as diverse 
as the methods I use. 

I believe that nature 
has provided us with  
a rich visual library of 
shapes, patterns and 
colours that have been 
used by artists for 
thousands of years. Some 
of my work takes the 

form of traditional still life or landscapes; some 
involves a sense of spirituality and mysticism.  
I have always felt a close connection to the 
philosophy of the indigenous people of North 
America, where they understand the vital 
importance of living harmoniously alongside 
flora, fauna and land, which they believe is 
imbued with the living spirits of their ancestors. 

I hope that my work helps to celebrate the 
incredible beauty of this world we live in and  
to explore some of the more ethereal aspects  
of spirituality. 

My studio in Walkhurst Road will be open 
from 4-20 June (closed Mondays and Tuesday) 
from 11am-4pm. 
Sara Rowan   sara@sararowan.co.uk

29
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A tranquil walk  
on the wild side 
At Little Mockbeggar, Derek 
and Sue East have created a charming  
cottage garden and award-winning  
wildflower meadows which, along with a 
natural woodland walk, they open to the 
public as part of the National Garden Scheme 
to raise money for charity on one day in June. 
Ruth Clark visited them to explore and get 
some advice about how to maintain her own 
small wildflower patch. 
I was very lucky to wander through Derek and 
Sue’s lovely garden ahead of their open day in 
June. The couple have lived in Little Mockbeggar 
for 30 years and once they had rebuilt the 
house, they set about creating a haven for 
wildlife - a passion for them both. The tranquil 
cottage garden is crammed with herbaceous 
borders, shrubs, roses and climbers, with a 
wildlife pond and vegetable garden. 

The meadows were just about to burst forth 
when I visited and will be beautiful to meander 
through on the open day. A rich variety of native 
wildflower species bloom through the summer, 
attracting an abundance of birds and insects. “I 
love to see the flocks of goldfinches that come 
to feed off the knapweed and the area is rich 
with the sound of crickets,” says Derek. 

The couple keep sheep, which are allowed to 
graze there during the winter months, adding 
useful manure as they go to boost the next 
year’s growth. The meadows won a Gold Award 
in 2018 and 2019 from the Kent Wildlife Trust, 
and Great Dixter students have twice visited. 

The days are certainly full and when not 
tending the garden, or managing their 
little holiday cottage, Derek and Sue 
also look after three Shetland ponies, 
a donkey and several geese and 
chickens. “There is always something 
to do and while we can, we will,”  
says Sue. “We remind ourselves  
every day how lucky we are - 
especially over the past year.” 

Derek and Sue have spent their 
lives locally and their four children 
and grandchildren are all local too. 
“Which is a great help on garden 

open days when they all make cakes for the 
event and come to help,” says Sue. “We are  
very proud that over the last ten years our 
open days have raised thousands of pounds for 
charity, particularly the Hospice in the Weald.” 

Never still, the couple have just completed 
work on the seven-acre wood that they bought 

Spotlight
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from a neighbour three 
years ago. By clearing  
a lot of the dense 
undergrowth, they  
have made the ancient 
woodland a haven for 
wildlife, and blankets  
of bluebells and wood 
anemones spread under 
the oaks, ash and birch 
trees. While walking with 
Sue we spotted three 

fallow deer. “It’s so lovely to see them enjoying 
the peace as much as we do,” she says. 

You too can wander through Little 
Mockbeggar’s garden, wildflower meadows and 
woods from 2-5.30pm on Sunday 20 June. Entry 
is £5 for adults and free for children. No dogs 
please as they have farm animals. You can pay  
on entry (cash please) or buy tickets online in 
advance from www.ngs.org.uk, where you can 
also discover other gardens to visit over the 
next few months. 
 
Derek and Sue East 
Little Mockbeggar, Mockbeggar Lane, 
Biddenden, Ashford TN27 8ES

WILDFLOWERS  
TO SPOT IN  
DEREK AND SUE’S 
MEADOWS AND 
WOODS 
Bluebells 
Bugle 
Celandine 
Field scabious 
Fleabane 
Foxgloves 
Great mullein 
Greater knapweed 
Lady’s bedstraw 
Oxeye daisy 
Red and white clover 
Violets 
Wood anemone 
Yarrow 
Yellow rattle
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OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm 
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT 

 
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk  

Tel: 01580 890055

Professional and  
traditional upholsterers 

 
Most types of furniture  

re-upholstered and repaired. 
Cushion interior replacement 
service, antique restoration, 

stockists for DIY enthusiasts, 
extensive range of fabrics.

Established 1975

Contact Brigitte 
cascadeconfetti@gmail.com 

Plummers Cottage, Halden Lane, 
Benenden 

Dried Flower Petal Confetti 
for Weddings and 

Special Celebrations

Cascade 
Confetti

Providing private hire and taxi service 
from Benenden. 

 

We offer a reliable, professional service 
including airport and station transfers, 

courier service and 
informative tours for visitors to the area 

across Kent and Sussex. 
 

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked. 
 

Contact us to discuss availability 
and tariffs on: 

 

01580 242898 or 07707 242898 
 

or visit our website 
for further information 

 

www.hemstedcars.co.uk
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l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No callout charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamilly@gmail.com 
www.pipesandnails.com

 

Annabel Lear 
GARDENS 

 
. Planting Design 
. Border Planning 

. Design, Build & Aftercare 
 
 

annabellear@btinternet.com 
Find me on Instagram 
@annabel_leargardens
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A window into history 
of the Hawkhurst Gang 
 

For those of you who have read any of the 
articles about the finds I have come across 
from the mud of our pond, here is an 
account, not of a thing, but of a real 
character from Benenden who lived here  
a long time ago. 
 
When we moved into Little Walkhurst we 
were informed by the previous owners of an 
inscription on one of our leaded windows. It 
reads: ‘J.Munn 1783.’ Nobody knows who 
inscribed it, but prior to this date, another 
member of the Munn family, Thomas, lived 
in the area and became a member of the 
infamous Hawkhurst Gang, and it is this 
man I am writing about. 

To find out about Thomas we need to go 
back over 350 years to a time when 
Walkhurst Road was known as Kiln Lane. 
Brick Kiln House was a farmhouse here and 
later the home of the Munn family of 
brickmakers (relatives also lived at Burnt 
House which is opposite to our home). His 
younger brother John, who lived at Feoffee 
Lands, is the only person whose name was 
ever recorded as having been baptised in 
the total immersion font at St Dunstan’s 
Church, Cranbrook. 

Thomas worked and lived in and around 
Benenden and started out as a brickmaker, 
so it’s quite conceivable that some of the 

clay used in the making of 
these bricks was dug from 
the ground which is now 
our pond. A tile stamped 
“Thomas Munn Benenden” 
was included in a collection 
of Wealden tiles on display 
at Iden Green Fair in 1999, 
and if anyone knows  
the whereabouts of this 
tile, I would welcome the 
opportunity to see it and 
take a photograph of it. 

As well as being a 
member of the Hawkhurst 
gang, Thomas held up 
stagecoaches all over the 
country. He was known as 
the ‘gentleman robber’ 
after an incident in which 
a woman he robbed asked 
how she would be able to 
feed her baby, and he 

returned her money. Eventually, though, he 
was caught for robbing the Yarmouth mail 
and hung in chains on 6 April, 1750. 

In England, gibbeting (also known as 
‘hanging in chains’) peaked in the 1740s, 
even though it was officially mandated by 
the 1752 Murder Act, which required bodies 
of convicted murderers to be either publicly 
dissected or gibbeted. Between 1752 and 
1832, 134 men were hanged in chains, 
before the practice was formally abolished 
in 1834. 

I asked my partner Sara to do a portrait 
of Thomas as none is known to exist, and 
this now hangs on a wall in our dining room 
above a flintlock pistol, powder horns and 
an old brass snuff box. If you would like to 
see our engraved window, you can view it 
when we open our garden for the Hospice in 
the Weald on 7 and 8 August. 

Peter Stennett

33

Our impression of Thomas Munn

J.Munn 1783 inscription on our window

Benenden History
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Worst frost ever devastates 
French vineyards 
Tracy Claridge on the big chill threatening 
wine production across the Channel 
On 8 April this year I celebrated my 65th 
birthday - like many, a quiet affair. Sadly, this 
date coincided with possibly the worst frost 
that France has ever seen. A lack of cloud  
cover at night invites Jack Frost to do his  
worst and temperatures fell as low as minus 
6C. The French wine-trade news site Vitisphere 
reported sub-zero temperatures for three 
nights in a row from 6 April, with temperatures 
as low as minus 9C in some regions. 

These unseasonably Arctic nights in Europe 
were particularly poorly timed because they 
followed a period of warm weather, when the 
early-ripening grape varieties such as Merlot 
started budding two weeks earlier than usual - 
we had temperatures of 26C in early April in 
Bordeaux. This problem of shorter and shorter 
winters and earlier and earlier budbreak is 
leaving young vines vulnerable to frost damage 
and some growers are postponing the winter 
pruning as long as possible into spring to delay 
the growing season. 

If current estimates are confirmed, the  
2021 grape harvest will be lower than 2017, 
when Margaux’s Chateau Angludet, owned by 
the Sichel family for whom I work, lost their 
entire crop to frost. This year it looks like 50% 
of the Merlot has been affected, and according 
to Ygor Gibelind, wine industry delegate at 
FranceAgriMer, the losses are estimated 
between €1.5 and €2 billion. 

“It’s a national phenomenon,” said Jérôme 
Despey, the secretary general of the FNSEA 
farming union and a winemaker. “You can go 
back in history, there have been [freezing] 
episodes in 1991, 1997, 2003, but in my 
opinion it’s beyond all of them.” It is reported 
that only Alsace, parts of Champagne, and the 
Cognac region were not significantly affected 
by the ravages of frost. 

France has declared an ‘agricultural disaster’ 
and Prime Minister Jean Castex has promised 
that the Government will provide emergency 
relief to those who were affected. He has also 
removed the limit on the amount of financial 
compensation that can be provided. President 
Emmanuel Macron tweeted a picture of a 
candle-lit vineyard and promised that help was 
on the way. “To you, farmers who, throughout 
France, have fought tirelessly, night after night, 
to protect the fruits of your labor, I want to 
give you our full support in this fight,” he 
wrote. “Hold on tight! We are by your side  
and will remain so.” 

But that doesn’t necessarily help 
winegrowers right now, especially since a 

34

Food and Drink
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significant percentage of this year’s crop may 
already be lost. “I heard someone say it was 
like the loss of a family member,” said Eric 
Pastorino, the president of the Côtes de 
Provence appellation. “It may seem puerile,  
but that is close to what I feel. Perhaps only 
winegrowers can understand this sentiment, 
but we have found ourselves out in the vines 
in the morning with tears in our eyes.” 

Some of you buy the wines of Domaine de 
Pellehaut, Gascony. from the village shop. Sadly 
it looks like they have lost 90% of their crop 
this year - the area under vine is 350ha. They 
will survive, as they have ‘livrables’, historical 
stock from previous vintages, to sell, but many 
will not. 

One can take out insurance against frost 
damage, but it is expensive and frost is/was 
relatively rare, so few people take up that 
option. One has to remember that 1961 was  
a frost vintage in Bordeaux, but losses were 
small. Less is sometimes more, and it turned 
out to be one of the greatest vintages ever; 
1991 was not on the same quality level, but 
some very good wines were produced; 
likewise 1997 and 2003. 

Clearly, though, it is happening more 
frequently now, so what can be done to stop 
it? Pot-burners and anti-frost candles work, 
but they are expensive and not too good  
for the environment; heated wires that run 
along the fruiting wires are likewise costly; 
thermoplastic ‘blankets’ take time and money; 
at Angludet this year we used large circular 
bales of hay, setting fire to them around the 
vineyard; some growers in Chablis have 
installed water spray systems to create an  
ice layer on the buds, which are then warmed 
by the latent heat released when the water 
freezes, but this requires a water supply, pipes 
and serious pumps; wind machines prevent 
cold air settling in the Napa Valley in California, 
and Marlborough, New Zealand. 

We have employed helicopters at Angludet, 
which work very well, but we all want them  
at the same time and they are expensive. If  

the frost is going to happen more frequently, 
then surely the wealthy of Bordeaux and other 
regions should club together to purchase wind 
machines. They could supply electricity all year 
round and help prevent frost as and when 
necessary. Otherwise, the problem of frost 
seems likely to grow worse and worse. 

 
 

FUTURE WINE TASTINGS 
We are looking at providing two tastings  
this year, one in September and one in  
early December. If you would like to  
attend, please send your email address  
to benendenwinetastings@tlclaridge.co.uk  
and we will make sure you are on the mailing 
list. Please watch this space for further news.
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In Your Garden

Grow something new 
In the ten years or so that I have been working 
and developing gardens belonging to other 
people, I have found that one of the most 
treasured elements I have learnt is to not shy 
away from growing or learning something new 
about plants. 

We most probably all have our favourites, 
the plants we cannot garden without and which 
even seem to move house with us sometimes 
(who hasn’t dug up a clump of perennials from 
an incumbent garden, thrown it into a bag and 
onto the back of the removal lorry). This is all 
well and good, and I would even call it ‘good 
gardening’, as we know what works, we are 
familiar with a particular group of plants and  
it makes complete sense to have a catalogue  
of successes to garden with. 

Through my line of work, though, I am  
often thrown in at the deep end due to client 
‘requests’. I have had to source and plant things 
I have never grown myself before - a tender 
banana, a tree fern, countless tender perennials, 
lemon trees; I keep tabs on new varieties from 
plant nurseries and am particularly interested 
in newly bred plants, because if you have, for 
example, grown asters for years and battle with 
staking, then a newly bred, stouter, more 
upright form will do nicely, thank you. 

Compared to many of my contemporaries  
I am probably a late starter with dahlias, 
decorative vegetables and tender salvias. I 
confess to never having actually bought myself 

a dahlia tuber until this year - I have grown 
them for other people for about seven years, 
but I bought ten tubers this year for my own 
garden and can’t wait to put them in the 
ground and see what happens. I grow tender 
salvias for clients - favourites are ‘Amistad’ and 
S. patens at the moment - and each year I take 
cuttings; the success rate is about 90%, they are 
that easy. 

A neighbour of mine at work grows cannas - 
he chops a bit off the tuber in the autumn 
when he is digging them up for winter, I pot it 
up and, hey presto, new shoots in late spring 
and an unusual plant for free. 

I recently visited Marchants Hardy Plants for 
the first time - and was slightly overwhelmed 
by all the new varieties of plants (this is an 
understatement, by the way). I picked up two 
new varieties of amsonia to try (having seen 
one of them 
growing beautifully 
at Sussex Prairies 
last year) and a 
tiny sisyrinchium 
for the edge of  
a border (rather 
than the  
S. striatum we  
are probably  
more familiar 
with); I also found 
a new form of solidago - this one has lemon 
yellow flowers, sturdier stems and is a little 
shorter than the usual whopper. These will all 
be grown on under my tutelage and I shall see 
what happens. 

With the warm summer months soon to  
be upon us, I say grow something new, it will 
most probably be a huge success and perhaps 
one day could even end up on the back of  
that lorry. 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

Amsonia hubrichtii

Salvia patens
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nursery school CIC 
https://mrnoahs.org 

Abigail Burrett 
Human Resource Bus

07565519727

aburrett20@gmail.co

www abigailburrett c

MCIPD
siness Services

om

co.ukwww.abigailburrett.c

I am a highly experienced fully qualified 
Human Resources Consultant working for 
over 13 years in various industries such  
as Education, Corporate, Healthcare,  
Health and Safety and for local SMEs.  
If you are looking to review your contracts or 
want to know if your policies and procedures 
are legally compliant and up to date or just 
need good solid advice please get in touch!

07565 519727

aburrett20@gmail.coom

www abigailburrett cco.ukwww.abigailburrett.c

rrett-mcipd-95287015blinkedin.com/in/abigail-bu

www.abigailburrett.co.uk

aburrett20@gmail.com

Are you looking to 
reboost and develop 

your HR?
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Above: Progress: The Iden Green Playground moves towards completed renovation with its official opening  
planned for Saturday 5 June at 3pm 
Front cover: Unmissable. Photograph: Amelia Thomas
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