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The Bull at Benenden. Est 1608 

Fish & Chip Friday 5 pm - 7.30 pm 
 
 
 

 

Call the pub on 01580 240 054   OR     Text Mark on 07849 162 754   

A delicious fillet of fresh fish dipped 
in beer batter served with pub chips, 
peas, tartare sauce & a wedge of fresh 

lemon. £ 10.00  per person. 
Please call or text  

for available time slots. Thank you.  
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I offer home visits to address 
your footcare needs 
 
Treatments include: 
      Nail trimming 
      Hard skin removal 
      Corns & calluses 
      Foot massage 
      Fungal nails & testing 
      Thickened nails 
      Diabetic foot care 
      Cracked heels 
      Verrucas 
      Skin & footcare advice 

Justine Oliver TCFCPdip, MCFH 
FOOT CARE SERVICES   

07760 340119 or  
justineoliver.fhp@gmail.com   

Fully insured ~ Registered ~ DBS checked 
Foot Health Professional Association  

(R.F.H.P.) No 3244951

BM MAR 21.qxp_Layout 1  17/02/2021  15:45  Page 202



The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council  
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests 
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for 
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory. 
 
Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas 
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Tracy Claridge, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas, Treasurer: Charles Trollope 
Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: Iain Fraser 
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald 
 
Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month. 
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com. 
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com. 
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   01580 240371
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I don't know about you but Lockdown 3.0 seems to be more challenging than the others. 
Although we are familiar with managing the rituals and rules around life, work and schooling by 
now, it really doesn’t get any easier. Initiatives such as Wellbeing in the Weald’s Tea@Two online 
get-together (page 9) do help fight loneliness, and l know many of you are regularly calling those 
living on their own. Happily, along with the green shoots and flowers of spring appearing, we are 
starting to see light at the end of the tunnel as lockdown restrictions hopefully start to relax 
over the next few months. 
 
The speed of vaccinations is an important factor in bringing the end of lockdown closer. If you’ve 
visited Headcorn Airfield to get your vaccination then you’ll have experienced the splendid job 
they are doing. The whole process is fast and hats off to the amazing volunteers there who, 
despite the extreme cold, were happy and smiling and managing the flow in and out with 
efficiency. One village visitor to the airfield noticed that during the heavy rain the marshalls didn’t 
have umbrellas so, after a call out to Benenden villagers via the BAT jungle drum network, was 
able to deliver 12 large, and very much appreciated, brollies. To all the volunteers here and out 
there ... I salute you. 
 
While we may often feel like Bill Murray in Groundhog Day, if we look around there are several 
creative enterprises taking place: such as the Woodcock’s online cook-along (page 29), or the 
Benenden Players’ Revue mid-March. It really doesn’t surprise me that Sandi Toksvig considered 
Benenden an extraordinary place to escape to (page 23). 
 
Ruth Clark, Co-Editor

Editorial
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The Village Calendar may look a little light for the foreseeable 
future. Coronavirus and the Prime Minister’s lockdown of the 
entire country have rather put a crimp in our social lives and 
dates have been cancelled left, right and centre. Even the civic 
amenity vehicle won’t be around for a while.  
These will be trying weeks for us all as we negotiate a new 
landscape of self-isolation and social distancing. To that end, 
David Commander has come up with a list of guiding principles 
to steer us all through the confusion. We hope they may be a 
help until normal service is resumed. 

Village Calendar

Guiding principles 
Our approach to making decisions about specific events, services 
or issues can be guided by these principles: 
 
Be calm and trust the advice given by relevant authorities. 
 
Protect the vulnerable. It’s not just your health, but the 
health of others who may be more vulnerable. 
 
Continue to love our neighbour. Respect their needs  
and concerns as much as your own - but safely. If you have a 
neighbour living alone and isolated they would appreciate a call. 
 
Be transparent and open with one another, sharing accurate 
and up to date information. 
 
Be creative when making decisions - “how can we do this 
differently in these circumstances”.

March 
Monday 15 Parish Council Meeting, on Zoom, 7pm 
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Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 15 March 2021,  
on Zoom, 7pm  
Please email the Clerk for access to the meeting

You can tell we’ve reached the depths of lockdown boredom when a recording of a parish 
council meeting has the most hits in a day on YouTube! Thankfully it was not our parish council 
that made the headlines, and the Chair of Handforth Parish Council has rightly lost a vote of no 
confidence, and his term in office has now ceased. 
 
But this welcome diversion from all matters Covid did temporarily focus minds on the role  
of parish councillors. Happily, I can report that our council is as far removed as possible from  
the antics observed at Handforth. However, the role of a councillor is not an easy one. We are 
volunteers who give our time freely for the good of the parish, and we continually adapt, learn 
and innovate to improve services while providing a legitimate voice on local issues. 
 
Through our role in the planning system, particularly since the introduction of neighbourhood 
planning, we also have the ability to shape future physical development within our community. 
 
Perhaps the main obstacle to being an effective parish council is self-interest, and in my eight 
years as a councillor, I have observed how it can easily become the enemy within. But thankfully  
I have found that councillors who join us for anything other than altruistic reasons, soon become 
weary of their role and fall by the wayside. 
 
Rest assured, I am confident that our current councillors have the best interest of the whole 
parish at heart, and are willing to give painstaking attention to matters that go far beyond their 
own back yards. 
 
Now, where is my mute button! 
 
Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair 
nicolat@benendenparishcouncil.org 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on Facebook
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Churchwarden: David Collard     241944     julia.collard@btinternet.com 
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 

 
 
Although public worship is suspended in the church buildings of St George’s,  
St Nicholas or the Mission Church, the church is very much alive and remains  
open for individual private prayer seven days a week.  
Online Sunday services 
Assuming these restrictions are still in place throughout March, there will be a service available  
online every Sunday morning from 8am. The video of the service and a service sheet can be found on  
the Home Page of the church website. (www.benendenchurch.org) Please ‘join’ the rest of the church  
family, online, at 10am each Sunday. The service will be accessible until the following Saturday. 
 
We will also plan how to journey together through Holy Week and celebrate Easter online should  
the church still be closed for public worship. 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Pastor: Tobin Bird     240027     www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services 10am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship on Zoom 
For those shielding the 10am Morning Worship service is also broadcast on our YouTube channel:  
search for ‘Iden Green Congregational Church’. 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
Funerals                       1 February   Olive Martin   Funeral Charing Crematorium 
                                  3 February   Hilda Kemp   Funeral Tunbridge Wells Crematorium 
                                  15 February   Angela Lloyd-Jones   Committal and interment 
                                  16 February   Michael Patrick   Interment
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Update on your church 
St George’s Church remains open for individual private prayer seven days a week. That’s the good 
news. The effect of coronavirus, though, has still not diminished to the levels where we feel able  
to reopen the church for live, in-house, public worship. The churchwardens of both parishes and I 
have concluded that we will continue with the suspension of public worship for March. There will 
be a service available every Sunday on YouTube throughout the month, for which the average  
online attendance for the last four weeks has been 115 viewings. See the church website for the 
link (www.benendenchurch.org). If things improve dramatically before then we will, of course, 
review this decision. 
 
March takes in pretty much all of Lent, but there is a Lent Course available online, every Tuesday 
evening, on the Zoom platform. If you’d like to join in any of these reflections, then please follow 
the link on the church website. 
 
The end of the month takes us into Holy Week: Palm Sunday is on 28 March. There will be services 
every day through Holy Week - they will just be different to previous years, as so many things have 
been this last year. On the evenings of Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday - Easter Eve -  
we will stream a live service on Zoom at 7.30pm. On Maundy Thursday there will be a recorded 
Communion service online at 7.30pm. On Good Friday there will be a recorded service online at 
10am. As above, the details and links will be on the church website. 
 
On Easter Sunday, 4 April, we hope to have the joy of reopening the church doors for live public 
worship. This will be such a joy and seems a very appropriate service on which to return to our 
churches, but it will have to be reviewed closer to the time. 
 
When we return to public worship, we will not immediately reintroduce the pre-Covid service 
pattern. We will run with the alternating benefice service pattern for at least the month of April, i.e. 
an 8am service in one parish, and a 10am service in the other; then the following Sunday the service 
time/venue will be swapped. Specific dates, times, and locations will be given in the April issue. 
 
In the meantime, it is spring. The snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils have been shivering under a 
covering of snow, and it has been very, very cold, but the days are getting noticeably longer, more 
and more people are getting vaccinated and there is hope of a brighter future. As Captain Tom said: 
“Tomorrow will be a good day.” Let’s look forward with hope and expectation. 
 
Keep well. Keep safe. Keep praying. God bless. 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector

Rector’s Letter

BM MAR 21.qxp_Layout 1  17/02/2021  15:45  Page 5



 
 

          
              
       

  
                                     

       

    
 
 

        

 
 

EC
Do you want a safe, r

Security Lighting - S
Fault finding - L

NE
Fully insured q

I as

Call

EL  
 

          
              
       

  
                                     

       

    
 
 

        

 
 

NACI
rreliable, reeasonable priced Electrician ?

moke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets
.E.D Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
EW FUSE BOARDS
qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

ssure you of a quick response

Nick now 01580279907

CTRI 
 

          
              
       

  
                                     

       

    
 
 

        

 
 

Call Nick now 01580279907
email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk
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Call Nick now 01580 279907

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
New Fuse Boards - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN

GARDEN POWER & LIGHTING

 

Private Tuition 
in Benenden 

 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available

Geoff Tiltman  
Gardens & Groundworks 

City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT 
Creating Gardens of Distinction 

 
Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas, 

Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting, 
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy, 
All Garden Construction and 

Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken 
 

Free Quotations - Keen Prices 
 

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours 
Mobile 07775 694 963 

geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk 
 

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND  
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

Promoted by  
Helen Grant MP, of 

House of Commons, 
London SW1A 0AA
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01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local 
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and 
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and 
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property 
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not 
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at 
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost 
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.  

LEADERS IN 
LOCAL PROPERTY 
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in 
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for 
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET   ROLVENDEN LAYNE   £3,250 PCM
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The puzzling appeal of the jigsaw 
I used to enjoy doing Sudoku puzzles as a relaxation after lunch, but after a while I found my 
approach to them becoming rather too mechanical. I then came across Codeword. I love 
Codeword and the challenges that our wonderful English language, with all its seemingly illogical 
spellings, continues to present. I doubt if I will get bored with doing them. 
 
Lockdown and its attendant restrictions mean that there is rather more time available for doing 
puzzles, and that means especially: jigsaws. I used to enjoy doing them before all this Covid 
business but now there is a perfect excuse to indulge myself. 
 
Most historians give the credit for inventing the jigsaw puzzle to John Spilsbury, an engraver in 
England. Around the year 1760 he mounted a world map on to a sheet of hardwood, used a jig 
saw to cut around country boundaries and gave it to children in the local school. Regardless of 
any educational purpose many children still enjoy jigsaw puzzles, and it is interesting to see how 
different children tackle the challenge. Surprisingly, the most logical are not always the most 
successful. However, jigsaws do not suit everyone, since, whether young or old, one must employ 
a particular kind of patience and perseverance. 
 
As you do an increasing number of puzzles you begin to identify the varying quality and nature  
of individual jigsaws. First there is the picture itself, offering a plethora of subjects and scenes. 
Next these themselves frequently present challenging experiments in form and colour. Beware 
the street scene outside Cadbury’s factory where almost the entire picture is depicted in varying 
shades of brown, beige and cream. Then there is the artist’s interpretation of a Parisian café, 
where there is not a definite line to be found but everything merges into everything else. 
 
Some puzzles have a limited variety of shapes for pieces, whereas others seem to run on the 
principle that any shape goes, which is very disconcerting until you get used to it. As for the 
border, there is now an amazing array of configurations, including, apparently, 3-D puzzles and 
even more bizarre creations. The mind boggles! 
 
Generally I opt for the traditional rectangle, which at least gives one a comfortable base from 
which to begin. Then, all you have to do is keep going until the hole is filled. During this time,  
you are occasionally convinced that, despite it being a brand-new puzzle or that you have 
reassurances from the person from whom it has been borrowed, there is a piece missing. Nothing 
is more satisfying than placing the final piece of a puzzle, and nothing more distressing than to 
find that that piece is nowhere to be found. It has only happened once to us, and my husband 
persuaded me to make a substitute piece, but somehow it is not the same. 
 
By the way, apparently a person who enjoys jigsaw puzzle assembly is called a dissectologist, 
which sounds very professional. 
 
Sue Fisher

7

Just a Thought
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Namaste Kids & Teens 
Yoga

Fun & lively classes 
Qualified from 2yrs to 18yrs 

 

Teaching in Benenden Village Hall, 
Benenden Pre-School  

& local schools. 
 

email: Hayley@namastekids.co.uk 
@namastekidsteens

FREE 
Trial 

Class 
Available

Saint Ronan’s School
Hawkhurst, Kent • Founded 1883 • www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 • Day & Boarding • Forest School

Discover the magic! Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk

or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.
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Census Day is 21 March 
Households will shortly be receiving letters 
containing their unique online codes to access 
their census questionnaire. The letter, due in 
the first two weeks of March, will also contain 
a guide and the option to request a paper 
questionnaire if preferred. Plenty of help  
will be available: staff at the Cranbrook  
census support centre will be able to help 
with digital access, provide computers for use, 
and support with paper questionnaires, and 
there will be telephone helplines, online 
support and a team of local census officers. 

The Covid-safe centre will work on an 
appointment basis. All staff will be dressed in 
full PPE, wear hi-viz jackets and be wearing 
clear identification. They will never come into 
your home or ask for money. All information 
supplied will be treated as completely 
confidential. All data outputs will be stripped 
of all personal information, which will be 
locked away for a minimum of 100 years for 
future generations and historians. 

The census is an exciting once-in-a-decade 
survey that provides the most accurate 
information of the population; its changes,  
its make-up, and how ‘we’ live and work. 

This information is then used to inform 
future planning and application of budgets for 
the coming years. A census has been carried 
out every decade since 1801, with the 
exception of 1941. For more information 
please visit: census.gov.uk or YouTube. 
Linda Neusten, Census Engagement Manager, 
Tunbridge Wells & Maidstone   
Linda.neusten50@field.census.gov.uk    
07452 942307 

Help fight digital poverty 
Many schools and pupils are desperate for 
laptops and tablets so children can study  
at home. The charity Top Up To Teach needs 
working internet-compatible tablets or laptops 
(with battery and charger) to donate to  
Kent schools. 

The equipment needs to be under seven 
years old and those that can run Zoom and 
Microsoft Teams with an inbuilt camera are 
especially welcome. If not already clean, the 
charity will professionally remove all data  
from them. 

Please contact Ruth on 07767 261883  
to arrange collection in the village area. 

For more information, or to donate to  
help the charity buy equipment, visit:  
topuptoteach.org 

 
 
 

Feeling lonely? 
Then you may like to know that Wellbeing in 
the Weald volunteers are hosting Tea@Two 
Zoom sessions three times a week on a 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. You are 
welcome to join us at 2pm for an hour on any 
of these days for a chat from the comfort of 
your own home with cuppa in hand. 

Everyone is very friendly and conversation 
ranges from sharing tips on how to make the 
best of these difficult times, to finding out 
about the varied lives the people in the groups 
have led, but best of all having a bit of a giggle. 
Talks by specialists are also being planned in 
the near future. Recommendations or 
volunteers to talk or host are very welcome. 

For more details and to sign up, please 
contact hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk,  
or call 07961 669575. We look forward to 
meeting you soon. 
Abigail Barbier 

 

News and Events
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Join our weekly Zoom chat groups. 
Open to anyone aged 18 and over.  

If you’re not on the internet, we also have  
face to face ‘Circles of Six’  

[adhering to government guidelines]. 
Once lockdown is over we will resume  

our other regular activities. 
Please check our website for full details  

and other useful resources.

Promoting health and wellbeing to build a stronger community

FEELING LONELY OR ISOLATED? 
NEED TO CONNECT WITH OTHERS? 

www.wellbeingintheweald.co.uk 
email hello@wellbeingintheweald.co.uk  

or leave a message on 07961 669 575

Charity No. 1190083

C
Well established, family run  

business, providing care for people  
living in the Weald of Kent. Our tailored 

service allows you to live at home  
with independence and dignity. 

Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office 
to arrange a no obligation visit. 

01580 762202 
www.carecompany.care

The
are

ompanyC
Caring for you at home

Specialists in private garden  
design & construction  

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963  
Patios  Brickwork 

Decking  Stonework 
Ponds  Water features 

Planting schemes  Groundworks 
Detailed plans  Portfolio available 

Free Consultation  
07595 024330 
01892 722412  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

GREENACRE 
LANDSCAPES

45 & 51 High Street 
Tenterden

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     

Hadlow trained and experienced in  
Soft Landscape and Landscape Construction 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
 

Border design 
Aspects of outdoor woodwork and treatment 

Winter garden (one-off blitz) 
Garden regeneration 

Hedge planting/cutting 
Fencing 
Turfing 

Fruit tree, rose and vine pruning 
Regular maintenance (including mowing) 

 
See above for contact information 

and feel free to contact for 
more details, quotes and prices.

Jay Weekes 
Idenlandscapes@gmail.com 

01580 389531 
07720 817577
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Talking Shop 
Please remember that the valiant staff and 
volunteers are keeping your local shop going 
throughout all the recent challenges and are 
doing their best to provide our customers 
with as many of their needs as possible. As a 
welcome forward look to spring and warmer 
times, there are daffodils on sale in Benenden’s, 
which may be just what’s needed to cheer us 
up at the moment. As Easter approaches, there 
will, of course, be hot cross buns on sale as 
well as some chocolate and non-chocolate 
goodies for those who prefer something other 
than Easter eggs. 

The shop has been quieter of late, so  
please remember that if you treasure this 
precious local amenity, it would help if you 
could support us and come to Benenden’s for 
as many supplies as you can. We can deliver  
to any of you who might need that facility. 
If anyone has new neighbours, please 
recommend Benenden’s to them. A habit of 
visiting the shop formed now could help them 
to make new friends in the area, especially 
when things get back to normal. 

I can heartily recommend a takeaway hot 
drink from the café during a daily walk (a 
cheeky sausage roll or piece of cake hits the 
spot too). Your café custom will help to make 
sure our lovely shop survives in good shape,  
to return to being the bustling social hub we 
all love, just as soon as we are allowed. 

We have been given a ‘fully compliant’ rating 
by the Government’s Health and Safety 
Executive for our Covid safety procedures, so 
you can feel confident that every possible care 
has been taken to keep everyone safe. Many 
thanks, as always, to our regular volunteers 
and our customers. Please keep coming. 
Bev Beveridge   info@benendens.co.uk   
www.benendens.co.uk

Benenden Action Team 
I am increasingly aware of the varied negative 
effects of this pandemic on all ages across our 
amazing village, but no matter how many times 
the goal posts are moved, we react, adapt and 
move forward together. 

Home schooling has been a major challenge 
for our children and teaching staff but they 
have risen to that challenge and the schools 
and children have adapted accordingly. 

Buying everyday essentials takes effort  
and planning, and I know that many friends, 
neighbours and volunteers have stepped up  
to help. Don’t forget too that, if you can’t leave 
home because you are vulnerable or shielding, 
you can order supplies from the shop. They 
need 24 hrs notice. A big thank you to the 
shop volunteers who make this possible. 

People have been so isolated and alone, but 
initiatives like BAT, Wellbeing in the Weald and 
Tea@Two Zoom sessions are connecting 
people and bringing comfort to many. 

BAT is here to help and support the village 
of Benenden and Iden Green so if you need 
food, shopping, a friendly call, assistance in 
getting connected or anything else, please just 
let us know. 
Guy Hagan, BAT co-ordinator    
07515 275150   guy@rawfellconstruction.co.uk 
www.benendenaction.co.uk 

 
 
 

Benenden Players go virtual 
Following the success of the National Theatre, 
the RSC, and other arts organisation, the 
Benenden Players have gone online. We’ve  
all missed our world-famous, award-winning 
panto this year. So, for a chance to see your 
favourite panto stars perform please head over 
to our website at www.benendenplayers.co.uk  
The revue will go live from the middle  
of March. 
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Benenden School 
Despite the ongoing uncertainty, we have  
been proceeding with school life as much as 
we can. We continue to run a full timetable of 
lessons remotely, with sport lessons and other 
extras, such as music and drama, continuing 
wherever possible. 

In early February we were pleased to hold  
a screen-free day. As well as helping the girls’ 
wellbeing, the intention was for this to be a 
useful day of academic consolidation for the 
older year groups and for the younger pupils 
to learn some new skills and knowledge. 

We welcomed two excellent speakers for 
virtual events: Chi-chi Nwanoku, the acclaimed 
founder of the Chineke! Orchestra, the first 
professional orchestra in Europe to be made 
up of majority black, Asian and ethnically 
diverse musicians; and David Lammy, the 
Labour MP for Tottenham, who offered us a 
fascinating insight into the opposition’s views 
during this period of political turmoil. 

We are very proud of one of our Year 11 
girls who has been working exceptionally  
hard to galvanise the school community  
to donate unwanted laptops and we have 
already received a thankyou letter from a 
primary school which has benefited from 
Benenden’s donations. 

We recently announced that we will be 
opening our first schools overseas as part of  
a commitment to increase the number of 
pupils who are able to attend Benenden on 
significant bursaries. We have partnered with 
Hong Kong-based CTF Education Group 
(CTFEG) to open a series of schools in China, 
with the first of these due to open in South 
China in 2023. 

Finally, I would like to remind readers that 
we are pleased to be introducing day boarders 
to the for the first time from September. We 
have two fully funded scholarships available, 
one in STEM and another in Humanities or 
Languages, to girls joining us in the Sixth Form 
as day boarders. Details at 
www.benenden.school/day2021 
Samantha Price, Headmistress

Iden Green and Benenden WI 
Although we miss seeing each other, it’s very 
enjoyable to receive emails and speak on the 
telephone. I contacted Kim at The Cherry Tree 
recently and she is looking forward to seeing 
us all. She is already taking post-pandemic 
bookings, but we will arrange a future date 
when we’ve spoken to all our members. 

Some of our ladies recently joined 
Hawkhurst WI on Zoom and enjoyed an 
entertaining talk on Edith Cavell. While others 
connected with the West Kent Federation for  
a talk by actress, Sophie-Louise Dann, on her 
career and interest in baking. 

The West Kent Federation of WI’s AGM is 
planned for 10 March and our delegate will join 
others on Zoom. Our national AGM has been 
postponed until 8 June and it is hoped that it 
will be held at the Royal Albert Hall. 

Meanwhile, we know most of our resilient 
members and contacts are able to bear the 
difficulties and loneliness of our present 
circumstances, but if anyone needs a friendly 
shoulder or chat, please get in touch. We are 
hoping some of you will join our committee  
at our AGM where you can benefit from new 
friendships, worthwhile activities and the 
opportunity to practise, renew and learn new 
interests such as bookkeeping, IT, management, 
social or secretarial work. It’s also fun to help 
with the raffle, arrange outings or make teas. 
Jackie Liffen   752232   WI@daisystar.co.uk 

 
 
 

Christian Aid 
Christian Aid collection week is 9-15 May and 
this year, instead of door-to-door collections, 
we will be asking you to make your donations 
online via JustGiving. Full details will be 
published next month. 
Tracy Claridge, local Christian Aid Organiser 
240454   Christianaid@tlclaridge.co.uk
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K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 

receive your brochure  

Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 

tailored packages of personal care 

that can help people stay in their  

own home for as long as possible, 

rather than going into a care home 

before it’s really needed. We assist  

those who need help due to 

fraility, disability or illness to live 

as independently as possible, with 

comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  

Help is on hand from your local Mind 

www.westkentmind.org.uk 
01732 744950 

Information given, volunteers welcome 
and donations needed. 

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health 
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

Short term emergency 
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

 

 

 

 

 
A Wood Fired Oven can provide 

fantastic, fresh and fast food for you 
and your guests.  

We are local to Benenden and can cater 
for private parties, wedding receptions 

and events of all kinds.  
Most people only think of pizza, but 

there are lots of alternatives.  
Give me a call to discuss on: 

01580 279000 or 07788 279000 
info@wowcooking.co.uk  

or visit our website 
www.wowcooking.co.uk

Please look at the website for details on  
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover  
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Please text FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to buy a meal 

for someone in crisis
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Primary School 
Since January we have been open for critical 
workers/vulnerable children and we have 
worked hard to refine our remote learning. 
We have constantly reflected and adapted, 
particularly looking at how we could further 
enhance children’s engagement. Despite us  
not all being together in body, our teaching 
team have actively been sharing each other’s 
remote learning practice as well as drawing on 
experiences and expertise from farther afield. 
Indeed, we are recognised by the DfE as a 
leading ICT provision and I am proud to say 
that we have also been supporting two schools 
locally ensuring that their remote learning 
curriculum meets the high expectations set 
out by the Government. We are also delighted 
that over 20 families have taken up the offer  
of the loan of converted school laptops and 
hope this is now allowing their children to  
fully engage in their learning. 

The earliest schools might ‘begin to re-
open’ will be Monday 8 March and we are 
waiting with bated breath at what this will 
look like in reality. We will continue with 
everything that we have in place and we  
will keep seeking ways to ensure everyone  
is supported and motivated. We are 
overwhelmed by positive feedback from 
parents and every week I am amazed by  
the quality and variety of work that is  
being produced by the children within their 
online classrooms. 

Finally, massive congratulations to Leo one 
of our pupils in Robins class for completing  
his virtual hike up Mount Everest. Not only  
has he raised over £800 so far to donate to 
the charity UNIQUE but he has also started 
on a new challenge, virtually walking 149 miles 
along the great ocean coast in Australia. What 
a superstar! 

If you would like to support Leo, you can 
donate online here: 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Katie-Fox16 
Lindsay Roberts, Headteacher   240565   
office@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk

Parent, Teacher and Friends 
Association 
When this issue lands on your doormats 
spring will be in full swing, blooms will be 
prolific and sunnier days more frequent. We 
are hopeful too for new occupants of the  
bird boxes, which we will be putting up in the 
Glebe Field by super helpers of the PTFA. The 
Benenden Primary school children can then 
eagerly watch out for them and we invite you 
also to keep a keen eye out on your walks. 

The new school playground, a wonderful 
part-funded effort by the past Friends of 
Benenden PTA and community - a big thank 
you to all who supported - is in fruition and 
the children could not be more excited. A 
super Easter Raffle has been put together and 
there are some marvellous prizes from local 
businesses to be won. Please check the PTFA 
section of our school website for how to buy 
tickets. If you run your own business, or work 
for one who would like to be involved, please 
do get in touch. Thank you for your support. 

We have an exciting new project underway 
and we would love you to be involved. We are 
collating the community’s favourite ‘lockdown’ 
recipes for our very own Benenden 
Cookbook, which will be on sale digitally  
and hopefully in print too. Do send in your 
favourite recipe by end of the month and if  
it is child friendly to follow to encourage all 
generations to get involved, even better. More 
details can be found on the website (go to  
the PTFA section of the school website 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk then click on 
‘events and activities’). 

The support for the new clothing bin is 
great. Thank you so much but, to avoid hazards 
and the risk of infestation, we ask that you 
don’t leave bags beside the bin but to try  
again the following week. We aim to have it 
emptied weekly. 
Athena Cripps, Benenden CEP, PTFA 
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charlottessweetshop / 07375 879054

Charlotte’s 

Sweet Shop

Cranbrook 
& 

Benenden

Sweet treats made to order
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Village Fete 
This year’s village fete has been moved (Covid 
willing) to Saturday 18 September (midday-4pm). 
Once again it will take place on the village green 
and the monies raised will support St George’s 
Church, its charities and the NHS. 

Our wonderful and ever-popular Book Tent 
will move into the church for the first time 
which means we will have more space than ever 
to browse hundreds of fiction and fiction titles. 
We have a great team of book sorters that will 
work hard sorting the books in advance in the 
Scout Hut, but we need someone to head up  
the team, following the amazing work that 
Deborah Jenkins has done for many years. 

I am also looking for volunteers to help 
either beforehand or on the day. So please do 
get in touch with me if you would like to help.  
It will be very much in the same format as 2019, 
which was a huge success. 
Tracy Claridge   tlclaridge@tlclaridge.co.uk 

 
 
 

Benenden Pre-School 
As I write this on 12 February it’s Chinese New 
Year! This week in Pre-school, despite lockdown 
and freezing weather conditions, the children 
have enjoyed celebrating the Year of the Ox. 

The children made beautiful red Chinese 
lanterns, concentrating as they carefully cut 
along lines, folded the paper and stapled on 
handles: employing so many essential skills in 
one activity. They danced as a group under our 
dragon who emerges from the back of the 
cupboard every year, his elaborate colourful 
cardboard head and long fabric body delighting 
the children as they co-ordinated their steps 
with each other to snake rhythmically around 
the room to music. 

Katie, one of our many generous and clever 
parents, cooked sushi and dumplings for the 
children to sample at snack time, offering them 
the opportunity to try a new food and tastes 
and a new way of eating too - with chopsticks! 
Lucy Oakley, Supervisor 
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

17

Iden Green playground 
The fund-raising campaign for a new 
playground at Iden Green is edging closer to 
its financial target and now has a dedicated 
website for those who prefer to donate online. 
The old playground had to be closed last year 
because of the potentially dangerous state of 
its equipment, leaving a hole in the heart of the 
village. The campaign is hoping to re-open this 
summer with an expanded range of modern 
equipment and safe surfacing. 

If you wish to give online please go to the 
‘Wonderful’ charity payments website: 
www.wonderful.co.uk/pay?ref=1176351. If you 
use this route you will have the opportunity  
to Gift Aid your donation directly and enable 
the campaign to boost your contribution by 
25p for every £1 that you give. 

Alternatively, you can donate by cheque or 
bank transfer to Benenden Village Trust (BVT), 
the charity responsible for the play areas in 
both Benenden and Iden Green. Cheques 
should be sent to Benenden Village Trust, 
Community Office, Benenden Village Hall,  
The Street, Benenden, TN17 4DE. If you wish 
to donate by bank transfer, please contact the 
Trust Manager, bvttrust@gmail.com, for details. 
If you are able to Gift Aid a donation by 
cheque or bank transfer, please also contact 
the Trust Manager for a form. 

At the time of writing, the campaign had 
just passed an important appeal milestone, 
with donations topping £40,000 towards the 
target of £44,000. Donations from private 
individuals stood at £2,961, plus £438 in Gift 
Aid. Recent generous donations include a 
£2,702 Member Grant from Kent County 
Council through Councillor Seán Holden, to 
whom much thanks. 
Martin Dickson, Benenden Village Trust
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Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE 

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 

 

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE  
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852 

 

 
Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism. 
With our 24-hour emergency service, we are only  

a telephone call away. 
At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly  
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who  
will be there to help, support and guide you through  

the whole of the funeral process. 
 
 

 
Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF. 

01580 713636 

Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB. 

01797 260316 
enquiries@jperigoeandson.com 

www.jperigoeandson.com   
 

J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of 
   West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South, 

Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP. 

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street! 

 
An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines 
and with Post Office services . . .  
For those who are self-isolating and have no one to shop for them, we will be able to  
take orders and payment over the phone. We can also supply frozen ready meals with 
instructions. Please note the new opening hours: 7.30am-4pm Monday to Saturday and  
9am-12noon on Sunday. Café open 10am-2pm Monday to Saturday, for takeaway drinks, 
hot snacks and some cakes. 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808
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Neighbourhood  
Development Plan 
It’s about so much more than building sites 
Around 90% of the public feedback received 
about our rough draft and two formal phases  
of consultation concerned the allocation of  
sites for new building. It’s understandable that 
proposed building, particularly if it’s close to 
one’s own home, gets the most attention, but 
the NDP is actually about much, much more.  
The plan contains policies and projects, built  
on your input from our early workshops and 
feedback during each consultation phase, which 
are designed to support the aspirations of the 
community of Benenden. 

Policies can be generic, applying across the 
parish, or site-specific. They are requirements 
that must be considered by developers or 
landowners when they create planning 
proposals, but they must be limited to the remit 
of the Neighbourhood Plan. For example, we 
can’t have a policy to reduce speed limits, which 
are the responsibility of Kent County Council. 
Projects are proposals that fall outside the remit 
of a Neighbourhood Plan but which may be 
delivered in partnership with other authorities 
such as KCC or Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council. So, our plan does include a project to 
review speed limits and lobby KCC for reduced 
limits in specific locations. 

The plan contains 36 generic policies, 
including creation of wildlife friendly zones, 
protecting our fabulous dark skies and amazing 
views, safeguarding public green spaces and 
enhancing community facilities. The 50 site-
specific policies are designed to ensure that 
developers deliver high-quality dwellings that 
reflect distinctive local character, reduce and 
repair any damage done during development, 
and contribute to supporting and improving 
local services and facilities. 

It’s worth noting that TWBC are planning  
a change to developer contributions. For 
developments like those set out in our plan, they 
intend to set a Community Infrastructure Levy. 
With an approved Neighbourhood Plan, 25% of 
the levy will go to the Parish Council for local 

infrastructure projects. If the parish does not 
have an approved Neighbourhood Plan, the levy 
remains with TWBC to allocate to borough 
projects (which may be nothing to do with the 
parish that generated the funds). 

Our plan has 14 projects, which we anticipate 
will be funded in part by such developer 
contributions. These include provision of 
allotments and public electric car-charging 
points and reviews of broadband and mobile 
phone coverage across the parish. You can read 
each policy and project in detail on the 
Neighbourhood Plan website 
(www.benendenneighbourhoodplan.org) or  
the TWBC Local Plan website - just search for 
Benenden Neighbourhood Plan. When you vote 
in favour of the Benenden Neighbourhood Plan 
in early summer, you will be voting for so much 
more than housing allocations. 
Paul Tolhurst 
Chair, Benenden NDP Steering Committee 
www.benendenneighbourhoodplan.org 

 
 

 

Planning Matters 
For full details of the Parish Council’s comment 
please see minutes of meetings. 
15 February 2021 
l  21 00221 FULL Land Adjacent To Springhill 

Oast, Standen Street Variation of Conditions 
2 Approved Plans and 6 Landscaping and 
Ecology of Planning Permission 20 01041 
FULL - Substitution of reinforced grass grid 
with loose pea shingle with treated timber 
edge. 

l  21 00142 FULL Pelham, Walkhurst Road 
Extension to garage to provide workshop, 
home gym and living accommodation above. 

l  21 00091 FULL Moorlands , Woodcock Lane. 
Erection of a garage / store. 

l  21 00130 FULL Twysden Cottage, 
Coldharbour Road. Demolition of existing 
shed and existing prefabricated double 
garage, replace with a traditional timber 
frame barn style garage and store; associated 
landscaping works. 

1919
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BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07768 194400 
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www.b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call Holly on 
07419 989830 for details
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Benenden Hospital 
We’ve recently celebrated colleagues who 
have completed apprenticeships in catering,  
IT and nursing and I’m proud to say, each has 
achieved a distinction. Their achievements, and 
the skills they’ve attained, are important not 
only for their careers but in helping the 
hospital achieve continued success. 

Carla Roome works as a catering assistant 
and has completed her commis chef 
apprenticeship. Keeping patients (and 
colleagues) well fed is important in aiding 
recovery, and throughout the course Carla 
learnt much about the variety of products 
available in different food categories and  
their nutritional values. Despite completing 
some modules by phone and Zoom, including 
her culinary challenge, Carla passed with  
a distinction. 

Ryan Igglesden came to the hospital as an 
IT apprentice, having applied for IT jobs but 
found that businesses wanted someone with 
experience which he didn’t have. I’m delighted 
we could help him onto the employment 
ladder, and he’s now building on the skills he’s 
learned during his apprenticeship. 

Jane Styche is our eye unit sister and she 
began her apprenticeship in 2019. Despite a 
tight deadline to enrol, she was encouraged  
to apply for a course in leadership and 
management. While Jane’s journey was far  
from smooth, with five different coaches, a 
changeover in systems and the arrival of  
Covid she achieved a distinction and is now 
officially recognised by the Institute of 
Leadership and Management. 

Congratulations to everyone and good  
luck to colleagues who will be looking to 
secure success in their own apprenticeships 
during 2021. 
Jane Abbott, Hospital Director and Chief Nurse

Topical health 
Take care of your kidneys 
How often do you consider the health of your 
kidneys? With one million people in the UK 
not aware that they have early chronic kidney 
disease and the main causes of kidney disease 
being linked to lifestyle and longevity, perhaps 
you should.  World Kidney Day is 11 March 
and it’s a good time to consider what your 
kidneys do for you and how you can keep 
them healthy. 

As well as filtering and maintaining the 
correct levels of fluids, electrolytes and acidity, 
the kidneys are responsible for ridding the 
body of toxins through urine. They also play a 
role in blood pressure control, in producing 
vitamin D to maintain bone health and in the 
production of a hormone which manages 
haemoglobin. They do all this well because 
there are about one million active nephrons  
in each kidney and they are well supplied  
with a network of small, but easily damaged, 
blood vessels. 

In the UK, most kidney disease is caused by 
diabetes and high blood pressure; both are, to 
some extent, either avoidable or treatable. The 
best ways to prevent late onset diabetes and 
hypertension are to avoid becoming obese, 
staying active and not smoking. If you are being 
treated for diabetes or high blood pressure, 
follow your doctor’s advice and stick to the 
regime, as well as getting your kidney function 
checked regularly. As blood vessels in kidneys 
are damaged by high cholesterol, watch your 
diet and take any prescribed cholesterol-
lowering medications. 

General kidney health is best achieved by 
staying well hydrated. Water is best, about  
four pints for women and five for men daily, 
which you need to increase if unwell or in 
sunny weather. 
Peter Ellis
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Annabel Lear GARDENS

A flexible approach to improving your garden 
Free initial site visit

annabellear@btinternet.com 
Find me on Instagram @annabel_leargardens

Volunteers Needed 
For 

Shop Service 
& 

Café Service 
 

Learn how to make 
that perfect coffee 

and serve it! 
 

01580 279808 

www.benendens.co.uk/volunteers 

info@benendens.co.uk 

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB

A beautiful collection of  
rustic & vintage furniture 

 and accessories 
 available to hire for any 

location or event 
www.village vintage.co.uk

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

MICHAEL GOATER 
Fully accredited member  

of BAFRA 
 

mgoater.restoration@gmail.com 
01580 243407

ANTIQUE FURNITURE  
RESTORATION 
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Sandi Toksvig makes  
an Extraordinary Escape  
to Benenden 
We are lucky to live in a beautiful part of the 
country and in February we were able to see it 
through the eyes of Sandi Toksvig on Channel 4. 
Between lockdowns last year, Sandi and comic 
actress Jessica Hynes visited Old Smock Mill 
(also known as Beacon Windmill) between 
Benenden and Rolvenden to film an episode  
of the Channel 4 series Extraordinary Escapes. 
Unfortunately, we learned about its 17 February 
broadcast date after our last issue had been 
printed, but you can watch it again on Channel 
4’s on-demand site All4 (www.channel4.com). 

The production company contacted 
Benenden Parish Council to ask for approval to 
film in the village and much-appreciated coffees 
were provided by Benenden’s community shop 
during shooting. Sandi and Jessica borrowed 
electric bicycles from Bloomsburys Biddenden 
to explore the grounds at Hole Park. 

In the series, Sandi explores the delights of 
the UK’s wildest, most remote and beautifully 
designed holiday digs. Whether a lofty 
lighthouse, windmill or a towering treehouse, 
the ingenious builds in each episode will 
showcase the architecturally inspiring, cleverly 
designed holiday properties Britain has to  
offer and show viewers that staycations are 
something to be celebrated. 

From secret retreats and seaside sanctuaries 
to quirky windmills, Sandi and a travel pal 
(Alison Steadman, Prue Leith, Sindhu Vee and 
Jessica Hynes) uncover the fascinating design 

stories behind each property. They marvel  
       at the incredible lengths the owners  

   and architects  

have gone to, to ensure each 
property offers a unique 
experience, from brave and bold 
designs that make the most of a 
stunning view, to passion projects 
where every detail has been 
considered, to homes that 
embody the sense of wonder 
found in their surrounds. 

Old Smock Mill owner Clare 
Winchester was thrilled that they 
chose to film an ‘Extraordinary 
Escape’ at her historic windmill: 
“Sandi and Jessica were lovely 
and charming and clearly enjoyed 
their time here.” It has been a 
challenging time for Clare as  
she juggles bookings around 
lockdown restrictions. “But  
I’m glad to say we have had a  
lot of interest and we have no 
weekends available now until 
November, but we still have 
some weekdays”. 

“The year has been a journey 
of exploration for many of us and it was a joy to find  

      so many beautiful, quirky and  
   remote bolt-holes around 
   almost every corner,”  
   says Sandi. 

If you fancy an escape,  
  then you’ll be able to view 

 all episodes now on All4  
 (www.channel4.com). 
www.oldsmockmill.com
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The write stuff 
Ruth Clark discovers what inspired four  
village-based authors to write and how they 
tackle the creative process from blank page  
to the finished article. 
I’ve long envied those that have a book or play 
inside them. Although I have always written for  
a living, as a journalist and then in PR, I just don’t 
have the inspiration or staying power to pen a 
longer work. So, I spoke to four writers in the 
village to discover why and how they do it. 

 
ANGELA 
PATRICK:  
SUNDAY TIMES  
BEST-SELLER 
In 1963, Angela 
was 19 when a 
brief fling left  
her pregnant, 
unmarried and 
facing a stark 
future. Her  
strict Catholic 
parents insisted 
she have the 

baby in secret and put it up for adoption.  
Angela was sent to a convent run like a  
Victorian workhouse, where she gave birth to 
Paul, who was taken from her at eight weeks. 
She didn’t see him again until 30 years later. 

Angela wrote her story in the memoir ‘The 
Baby Laundry for Unmarried Mothers’, published 
in 2012. The idea came from her daughter Kate, 
who worked for the BBC and put Angela in 
touch with a specialist agent who asked her  
to write 12 three-page mini chapters, which  
he sent to publishers. 

“I was interviewed by five companies and  
all of them wanted it,” says Angela. “I chose 
Simon & Schuster because they were the nicest.” 
Angela was given three months to complete the 
book. “It was incredibly hard as I was working  
at the time,” she remembers, “and it brought 
back a lot of awful memories that I had long 
buried, but it was cathartic.” 

The book led to appearances on TV and 
radio and interviews in national newspapers.  
It reached number five in the Sunday Times  
non-fiction best seller list and over 60,000 
copies have been sold. “The book touched a 
nerve with many who had been through a 
similar experience,” says Angela. “I’m glad  
society has moved forward since then.” 

 
ANNE LUDLOW:  
DEBUT NOVEL 
It’s been a long road for Anne from starting  
to write to publishing her debut novel  
‘The Gentleness of Steel’ last year. “Since very 
young I’ve made up and told stories and I have a 
book full of ideas,” she says. Finally, 14 years ago, 
retired and with her children all grown up, she 
sat down and wrote the first three chapters of 
her first novel. “It was awful,” she admits. “It’s all 
very well having an idea in your head but putting 
it down on paper properly was not easy.” 

Over the next ten years, Anne embarked  
on thousands of hours of practice. A creative 
writing course at Oxford University, where  
she won a prize, was “gold dust” she says. “It  
was very hard, and I developed a thick skin, but  
I learned a tremendous amount.” 

She returned to her novel eight years ago, 
writing every weekday for two hours, then  
sent the synopsis to a dozen agents, but none 
took it up. Ultimately, she self-published it  
with Troubador. There has been a five-star 
reception  
for ‘The 
Gentleness  
of Steel’,  
with over  
300 books 
sold and  
200 e-books 
to date 
online. Anne 
has already 
embarked  
on her 
second novel. 
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BEV 
BEVERIDGE:  
PANTOMIME 
DAME 
Bev confesses 
to living in a 
fantasy world 
since she was 
a child, which 
makes her 
perfectly 
suited to 
writing 
pantomimes! “I was always writing short 
stories and even got a Blue Peter badge for  
my ‘Magic Pencil’ story,” she says. “Then, as a 
teacher, I wrote school plays, but I never had 
the confidence to do any more than that until 
ten years ago, when Victoria Campbell, who 
had written and directed a pantomime for the 
Benenden Players, asked me to co-write and 
direct one with her.” 

Since then, Bev has written and directed 
nine, several of which have won awards, and 
the tenth was ready to be performed this 
month but will now be in 2022. She started 
with the traditional Cinderella and Sleeping 
Beauty tales before branching out and creating 
more recently Raiders of the Lost Monarch 
(featuring Donald Trump as a baddie!). 

“There are no rules with panto as long as 
you have the basic ingredients of a goodie, a 
baddie, a dame, an animal and a happy ending.  
I love the whole process of visualising and 
rehearsing it with a cast and then seeing it 
performed and experiencing the response of 
the audience. The writing process has become 
harder as I push the boundaries, but I jot down 
ideas in a notebook that’s always with me.” 

She starts writing each panto in February, 
refining it almost every day until the 12,000-
word script is finished in July and five shows 
are performed by a 30-plus cast to packed 
audiences in the village hall.

SHIRLEY GOOSEMAN:  
NOW WRITING HER 17TH BOOK 
Shirley has been writing since she was a little 
girl, but it wasn’t until 2013 that she started 
writing books under the pen name Emma 
Berry. It was the tragic death of her 50-year-
old daughter Mandy from cancer that inspired 
Shirley to put pen to paper in earnest: “I was 
heartbroken and looking through a photograph 
album when I saw a picture of Mandy with her 
pony. I decided then and there to write a book, 
but about a young boy and his pony. I sat down 
and within an hour had visualised the whole 
fictional village of Massenden.” 

You can start at any stage in the Massenden 
Chronicles series. The first two books were 
aimed at children, but as the characters have 
aged so has the target readership. “It’s been 
such a 
therapeutic 
experience 
for me and 
the families  
in the books 
have become 
friends,” says 
Shirley. She 
wrote her 
first six books 
by hand 
before typing 
them up on 
the PC: “After that I went straight to  
the PC, which has cut the process by half.” 
When writing a book, Shirley can spend 
anything from two to six hours a day in her 
summer house. In the early days she turned 
out three 250-page books a year but today  
will take it a little easier. Her books now 
average 500 pages and take between four  
and six months to complete. 

“I’m very lucky”, she says. “I never know 
what I’m going to write when I sit down - 
characters just appear.”
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Pat Thoburn’s memorial stone 
Pat Thoburn was first and foremost an artist 
and it was with this in mind that we, her family, 
sought to have a memorial stone made that was 
worthy of her talent. 

We visited The Lettering Arts Trust at Snape 
in Suffolk which promotes the work of letter 
cutters across the country and, having made 
contact with several artists, chose Richard 
Klose of West Sussex, whose work seemed to 
fit closely with our ideas. 

Pat studied sculpture at The Slade where 
she won a scholarship and was commissioned 
to make a sculpture for The Festival of Britain 
in 1951. We therefore wanted a sculptural 
element in the design. 

We chose the Iona cross because of the 
family connection with Scotland. Our great 
grandfather was a Scot, and the family often 
visited Scotland and went to services at the 
little kirk at Loch Insh on Speyside. After our 
grandmother died, our grandfather and Pat 
commissioned a window, engraved with the 
Iona cross to be placed over the altar in her 
memory. 
When we 
cleared the 
house at 
Pympne  
we found 
numerous 
drawings and 
paintings of 
the Iona 
cross which 
Pat had 
obviously 
done in 
preparation. 

Pat always 
took a 
particular 
interest and delight in calligraphy, so we were 
anxious to get that right. 

It was after Aunty Pat died 
that we discovered her wish to 
be buried and we think now 
that she may very well have had 
a stone in mind. We can only 
hope that she would have 
approved of our choice. 

May she rest in peace and 
rise in glory. 
Jessica Leach and Stephen,  
John and Andrew Stansfeld
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hhytyerryryththEvEvverrytt ingng  OututstsidideyterEv rythhing Outside
Every job is treated with a professional, 

friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured 
William Smith 

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232 
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.everything-outside.co.uk

GARDENING l LANDSCAPING l PATIOS 

FENCING l MOWING l HEDGE TRIMMING 

DRAINAGE l CLEARANCE l DIGGER WORK 

TREE SURGERY l CONCRETING

1900
STE

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

DOGwalking

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular
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Time to 
spice up  
your 
virtual 
cooking 
Rachel Freeman 
rustles up  
an online  
meal with  
the Woodcock 
I was really 
looking forward 
to the first 
cook-along 

session hosted by the Woodcock in February 
and I wasn’t disappointed. I’m sure we are all 
missing the odd meal out so to cook alongside  
a chef seemed a novel and fun activity. 

Pav, the head chef at the pub, posted the 
ingredients and the recipe ahead of time so I 
was well prepared for the Zoom session when  
it started at 6pm. Lyndora, The Woodcock 
landlady, welcomed those on the call and then 
we set off, full steam ahead. The menu of choice 
was a British favourite: chicken tikka masala and 
rice. Pav was really friendly and soon got us into 
measuring spices and marinating our chicken. He 
was super interactive, answering 
our queries as we all prepped 
along with him. 

The marinating went well and 
soon we were all stirring and 
measuring our tikka masala sauce. 
The pace was perfect, not too 
slow, or too fast, catering for 
those who were all cooking along 
together. It felt so sociable and 
although we were joined via a 

virtual platform there was a sense that we were 
all in one big kitchen. There was also some 
gentle persuasion from barman Zee to enjoy an 
aperitif whilst cooking along, and it seemed rude 
not to join in on that. 

Pav encouraged us to ask questions as we 
went, which was reassuring, ensuring I was 
adding the right ingredient at the correct time. 
Zoom is a great platform that allows this type of 
virtual interaction. Soon the kitchen was starting 
to smell very aromatic; the chicken was in the 
oven, filling the air with delicate spices. I was 
pleasantly surprised with how easy the sauce 
was to make. I tasted it to check for seasoning 
and it was delicious. As we were stirring and 
tweaking the flavours, bar manager Lydia came 
online with some recommended wine pairings. 
She recommended two white and two red 
varieties that would complement the dish. 

It was also good to see another  
of the kitchen team when Harry the 
sous chef popped into view to say hi. 
The cook-along Zoom sessions will  
be rotated and Harry is next up with 
his recipe. 

The dish was nearly finished, and 
we all were chatting along with each 
other online as we completed our 
creations. It was a good dish to 
prepare for the first session, breaking 
us in gently to the format and style  
of interactive cooking. 
Editor’s note: The Woodcock is not 

charging for these weekly sessions. To get 
involved all you need to do is call them or  
check their social media for details. 
www.thewoodcock.co.uk 
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OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm 
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT 

 
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk  

Tel: 01580 890055

Professional and  
traditional upholsterers 

 
Most types of furniture  

re-upholstered and repaired. 
Cushion interior replacement 
service, antique restoration, 

stockists for DIY enthusiasts, 
extensive range of fabrics.

Established 1975

Contact Brigitte 
cascadeconfetti@gmail.com 

Plummers Cottage, Halden Lane, 
Benenden 

Dried Flower Petal Confetti 
for Weddings and 

Special Celebrations

Cascade 
Confetti

Providing private hire and taxi service 
from Benenden. 

 

We offer a reliable, professional service 
including airport and station transfers, 

courier service and 
informative tours for visitors to the area 

across Kent and Sussex. 
 

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked. 
 

Contact us to discuss availability 
and tariffs on: 

 

01580 242898 or 07707 242898 
 

or visit our website 
for further information 

 

www.hemstedcars.co.uk

Abigail Burrett 
Human Resource Bus

07565519727

aburrett20@gmail.co

www abigailburrett c

MCIPD
siness Services

om

co.ukwww.abigailburrett.c

I am a highly experienced fully qualified 
Human Resources Consultant working for 
over 13 years in various industries such  
as Education, Corporate, Healthcare,  
Health and Safety and for local SMEs.  
If you are looking to review your contracts or 
want to know if your policies and procedures 
are legally compliant and up to date or just 
need good solid advice please get in touch!

07565 519727

aburrett20@gmail.coom

www abigailburrett cco.ukwww.abigailburrett.c

rrett-mcipd-95287015blinkedin.com/in/abigail-bu

www.abigailburrett.co.uk

aburrett20@gmail.com

Are you looking to 
reboost and develop 

your HR?
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 Pipes & Nails 
 

l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No callout charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamilly@gmail.com 
www.pipesandnails.com
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Colourful newcomer  
an unwelcome visitor 
I was sitting in my sun lounge with my 
back to the window when my wife 
said: “Just look behind you!” I turned 
round and saw a large, bright green 
bird on my peanut feeder. To my 
amazement it was a Ring-necked 
Parakeet, in some guidebooks called a 
Rose-ringed Parakeet. This was a 
garden first, bringing my garden list to 
77 species since I moved here in 1987. 
 
The last addition to the list was a Red 
Kite two years ago and I am usually 
thrilled to add another species, but  
on this occasion I was not. Although 
this is a beautiful bird it is an escaped 
species that has taken a liking to our conurbation habitats and the population has grown 
exponentially to the detriment of our native species, particularly the Nuthatch. Like that bird it is a 
hole-nesting species and has often been recorded turning out Nuthatches from their nesting holes. 
 
The Ring-necked Parakeet first bred in the UK in Kent in 1971, firstly in the Thanet area and more 
latterly in the area of north west Kent that fringes the border with Greater London. Although the 
Kentish population has grown from 50 pairs in 1990 to 1,000 pairs in 2010, the distribution has 
remained concentrated in the above-mentioned areas. 
 
The north west population has expanded marginally in the intervening period, eastwards to 
Meopham and southwards to Sevenoaks. The London population has also grown, particularly in 
south west London and when I have occasion to walk in Green Park, I always hear screaming flocks 
flying in the plane trees. Not a pleasant sound. 
 
The birds have a wide diet including fruit, buds, nuts and seeds, and with plenty of bird feeders 
around, there is little need to relocate. I also suspect the urban areas are warmer, reflecting their 
native ranges in India and equatorial Africa. 
 
Parakeets are generally more mobile in winter, hence a female visiting my garden this January (the 
female lacks the rose ring around the neck). I think it is very unlikely that it will stop and attempt  
to breed, and if it did move into the wider countryside there would be a conflict with fruit growers. 
However, there have been quite a few calls for a cull, for conservation reasons, to protect native 
species such as the Nuthatch and the declining Starling, another hole nester. 
 
On 1st January this year it was announced that the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs was considering a massive cull, which caused quite a lot of press comment, most of which 
seemed to be supporting the idea, although the RSPB is not backing it at present. 
 
It would be very interesting to hear from other villagers if they have seen this exotic species in 
their gardens. 
 
Charles Trollope   240821   cetetal@btinternet.com

Bird Notes
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In Your Garden

Good books, old and new 
As I write this article we are a good few inches 
deep in snow with a positively Arctic feel to 
the wind. What with us all being in our third 
lockdown, the pace has palpably slowed and 
given me enough time to reconnect with the 
(relatively humble) collection of gardening 
literature that I have amassed over the years.  
I regularly refer to some, but the older books 
are looked at when I need an antidote to the 
fast-paced, online content we are able to access 
so easily right now. 

I am very fortunate to 
have some gardening books 
that once belonged to my 
paternal grandmother.  
I have two by Gertrude 
Jekyll - Home & Garden  
and Wood & Garden, both 
printed in 1901 - plus a 
book written by William 
Robinson (of Gravetye 
Manor fame) called The English Flower Garden, 
a fourteenth edition printed in 1926. I also have 
numerous others that belonged to her on 
subjects such as alpine plants, rock gardens, 
wall shrubs and hardy climbers - W J Bean no 
less - and Carnations for Amateurs (which I 
confess I have yet to read!). 

Sitting alongside these are some of my own 
books collected over the years. The first 
gardening book I ever bought was Gardening 
Made Easy by Jane Fearnley-Whittingstall 
(mother of the infamous Hugh), published in 
1995, around the time that gardening 
programmes other than Gardeners’ World 
were appearing on the scene. My second 
purchase swiftly followed: an RHS publication 
called The Small Garden, by a well-known 

designer called Julie Toll. At the time I had a 
small London garden and I absolutely adored 
this book - it was beautifully illustrated and 
photographed and the author wrote about 
designing small spaces in an accessible yet 
professional way. I still refer back to it to  
this day. 

I then graduated onto 
books by Monty Don, 
Beth Chatto, Christopher 
Lloyd (discovering the 
‘gardening greats’) and in 
the design world by Dan 
Pearson, John Brookes 
(old school but still cuts the mustard) and 
Rosemary Alexander (of The English Gardening 
School fame). From this list I can see how  
it followed the line of my knowledge and 
interests to the point where I am today and 
included now are gardening magazines such as 
Gardens Illustrated and the quarterly-published 
Hortus - these two are quite different, by the 
way, but it is important to get a broad depth  
on horticulture. 

My industry, thankfully, and pardon the pun, 
is rooted in the history of past garden owners 
and horticultural trailblazers, most of whom 
were excellent writers. While there is a huge 
amount of content online to consider and 
absorb, we still need to have books on our 
shelves, whether from 1901 or a current title.  
I am aware of the popularity of Kindles; I read 
blogs, listen to podcasts and even read parish 
magazines! But the books are what I return  
to, answering any question I may have and 
somehow always adding value. Timeless, really. 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com
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Dream
L A S H E S
N A I L S &
B R O W S

Tel. 01580 388190 

The Street. Benenden. Kent TN17 4DB 

www.dreamlashesnailsandbrows.com

 
Bargain Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Thinking of selling or letting your 
property in or close to Benenden?

Specialist Rural and Village 
Agent. Full Professional Estate 
Agency service.

For straightforward sale or letting advice 
regarding the value of your house please 
contact us. 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

Idyllic rural location 
Individual heated chalets  
housing up to four cats 
Also welcome rabbits,  

guinea pigs, hamsters etc. 
Come and see us before booking 

F o r e s t  
F a r m  
C a t  

H o t e l  

Call Lucy on 01580 242961 
or 07720 966374 

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk 
or see our website  

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school -  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
 qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

  
Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 
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Above: Snow and play in isolation. 

Front cover: Standing the test of time. Old Smock Mill. Photograph: Richard Gadsby
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