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Hadlow trained and experienced in  
Soft Landscape and Landscape Construction 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
 

Border design 
Aspects of outdoor woodwork and treatment 

Winter garden (one-off blitz) 
Garden regeneration 

Hedge planting/cutting 
Fencing 
Turfing 

Fruit tree, rose and vine pruning 
Regular maintenance (including mowing) 

 
See above for contact information 

and feel free to contact for 
more details, quotes and prices.

Jay Weekes 
Idenlandscapes@gmail.com 

01580 389531 
07720 817577

mailto:Idenlandscapes@gmail.com
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I have to confess that for the first time in my life I’m discombobulated. I’ve been perplexed on 
occasion, baffled on a semi-regular basis and have spent much of my adult life bewildered, but  
never before have I experienced full-on discombobulation. Then again, we’ve never seen COVID-19 
before and never had a Prime Minister quite like Boris. 
 
By the time you read this, he may well have bricked up all our front doors - stopping to check we 
were inside first, of course - and shut down the few remaining businesses that were still making  
any money; at time of writing, though, he just seemed intent on blotting out any light at the end  
of what has been an incredibly long tunnel. 
 
Sadly, our wonderful bonfire night celebration has had to be cancelled and many of our clubs  
and societies are still barely ticking over; fortunately, in Benenden we are made of stern stuff, 
undeterred by a few face masks and a new 10pm pub closing time. Inside this magazine is evidence 
of new volunteers in the community shop, yoga therapy for the young (to compensate for the mess 
we’re making of their futures) and the sterling efforts of the slightly older to keep our churchyard 
in good fettle. 
 
Personally, I’ve been most heartened to discover that there is now a local couple producing wild 
Kentish venison, from field to fork, as they say in sustainable food circles. It’s the kind of grub I 
know I’ll be happy to venture all the way to darkest Sandhurst for, to sustain me through what 
promises to be a long, dull winter, and if I have to quarantine for 14 days when I get back to 
Benenden, then so be it! 
 
Peter Thomas, Co-Editor

Editorial

mailto:benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com
mailto:advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com
mailto:dd.rhill@btinternet.com
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Churchwarden: Tracy Claridge     240454     maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge.co.uk 
Churchwarden: David Collard     241944     julia.collard@btinternet.com 
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 
 
Each 10am service will be recorded, and the video available the next day on www.benendenchurch.org. 
 
Sunday 4 October           8am Communion          10am Harvest Service 
                                     at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
 
Sunday 11 October          8am Communion          10am Communion 
                                                                       at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
 
Sunday 18 October          8am Communion          10am Communion 
                                     at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
 
Sunday 25 October          8am Communion          10am Communion 
                                                                       at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Tuesday 13 October 10am Communion 
Tuesday 27 October 10am Communion 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Elder: Tobin Bird     240027     www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services 10am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
Baptism                      5 September   Raife Bendall 
 
Wedding                      19 September   Phoebe Parvin and Luke Smith 

mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
mailto:maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge.co.uk
mailto:julia.collard@btinternet.com
http://www.benendenchurch.org
mailto:benendenchurch@gmail.com
http://www.benendenchurch.org
mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
http://www.idengreen.org.uk
http://www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
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The year marches on 
Here we are in October already. Some things are changing - the season, the trees, the weather - 
and some things are not changing as quickly as we wish them to: we are still enduring the negative 
social effects of this virus. I know back in March when we went into lockdown we were thinking 
that things would be “back to normal” sometime over the summer. Yet here we are, in the autumn, 
and things are definitely not back to normal; instead we’ve had to create our new normal. 
 
In church we’ve had to find new ways of conducting worship - including a reappraisal of the 
traditional Harvest service; Sandhurst’s was on 27 September; Benenden’s is on 4 October. (We 
will also be reviewing how we mark the annual traditions of All Souls’ Day and Remembrance 
Sunday in the church this year.) Back to Harvest: the need for produce is just as great - perhaps 
greater this year - but the type of produce we can donate and the way we handle the produce  
is restricted this year due to COVID-19. But we can still come to the Harvest service and thank 
God for the abundance of his blessing. We can be grateful for the area in which we live, and not 
take it for granted, which is so easy to do; many people are far worse off than we are due to the 
circumstances in which they live. So let’s recognise that, be grateful for our good fortune, and try 
not to grumble (too much) about this dragging on and on. 
 
There are some happy things going on to rejoice and celebrate. We have conducted some 
marriage ceremonies in church, and also a baptism service; all happy family events, albeit with 
restrictions on numbers. My experience of this has been that reducing the numbers has made  
the services - weddings particularly - more personal. We have also restarted our midweek 
Communion service at the Mission Church Sandhurst on a Tuesday. It will be a real joy when  
we can also get back to our toddler groups, home groups, and after-school club. 
 
We also have had the joy of Ylva Blid-Mackenzie being ordained at Canterbury Cathedral last 
month, and so we now have another ordained member of our Ministry Leadership Team in the 
parishes: Ylva has been ordained as a Deacon (you’ll see her wearing a dog-collar from now on) 
and is working as our curate. If you want to know what the difference is between a deacon and  
a curate, ask her when you see her around the village. 
 
Let’s remember to make the most of these happy occasions and celebrate them; they are an 
important part of our changed new normal. 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector

Rector’s Letter
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The Village Calendar may look a little light for the foreseeable 
future. Coronavirus and the Prime Minister’s lockdown of the 
entire country have rather put a crimp in our social lives and 
dates have been cancelled left, right and centre. Even the civic 
amenity vehicle won’t be around for a while.  
These will be trying weeks for us all as we negotiate a new 
landscape of self-isolation and social distancing. To that end, 
David Commander has come up with a list of guiding principles 
to steer us all through the confusion. We hope they may be a 
help until normal service is resumed. 

Village Calendar

Guiding principles 
Our approach to making decisions about specific events, services 
or issues can be guided by these principles: 
 
Be calm and trust the advice given by relevant authorities. 
 
Protect the vulnerable. It’s not just your health, but the 
health of others who may be more vulnerable. 
 
Continue to love our neighbour. Respect their needs  
and concerns as much as your own - but safely. If you have a 
neighbour living alone and isolated they would appreciate a call. 
 
Be transparent and open with one another, sharing accurate 
and up to date information. 
 
Be creative when making decisions - “how can we do this 
differently in these circumstances”.

October 
Saturday 3 Churchyard Working Party, St George’s, Benenden, 9.30-12noon p.19 
Monday 19 Parish Council Meeting, 7pm 
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Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 19 October 2020,  
7pm - details tbc 

As we move into autumn, the uncertainty around COVID-19 and how long we will have 
restrictions continues to be a part of our everyday life. However, the village and its parishioners 
are not known for standing still and many areas continue almost as before. The Parish Council, 
meeting remotely, is still considering a plethora of planning applications each month and fulfilling 
an important role of providing local knowledge and input into the planning process. 
 
In my opinion, this local input is crucial and we need to push hard to remain a significant part  
of the process as central government considers planning reform that it claims will “streamline 
and modernise the process”. The consultation runs until 29 October 2020 and the Parish 
Council will be responding. In addition, we will soon be submitting the next iteration of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council. 
 
In the meantime, it’s good to see that pupils are back at the village primary school and it seems 
ever more important that they have the space to express themselves in a safe environment.  
The Glebe Field is used extensively now by the children, but unfortunately we have received 
complaints that dog mess is being left on the field. This is not acceptable. Please clear up after 
your dog so that the children and other villagers can enjoy our cherished open spaces safely. 
 
Although we are working remotely, it is still important that the Parish Council hears the views 
of parishioners, so please contact our clerk at clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org if you have any 
questions or would like to attend one of our monthly meetings on Zoom. 
 
Mervyn Skeet, Parish Councillor 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on Facebook

mailto:clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
mailto:clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
http://www.benendenparishcouncil.org
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Call Nick now 01580 279907

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
New Fuse Boards - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN

GARDEN POWER & LIGHTING

Private Tuition 
in Benenden 

 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available

Geoff Tiltman  
Gardens & Groundworks 

City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT 
Creating Gardens of Distinction 

Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas, 
Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting, 

Unruly Gardens Made Tidy, 
All Garden Construction and 

Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken 

Free Quotations - Keen Prices 

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours 
Mobile 07775 694 963 

geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk 

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

Promoted by  
Helen Grant MP, of 

House of Commons, 
London SW1A 0AA
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MICHAEL GOATER  
STRINGED INSTRUMENT REPAIRS 

AND RESTORATION 

Contact us for a free assessment,  
or if you feel your instrument  

should sound better or be easier to play. 

All enquiries welcome. 
01580 243407 

mgoater.restoration@gmail.com 

BENENDEN

mailto:helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:nick@njhelectrical.co.uk
http://www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk
mailto:geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:clare.intuition@btinternet.com
mailto:mgoater.restoration@gmail.com


Camping through the ages 
These days it involves being able to stand upright, three separate rooms, two gaz rings on a stand, 
duvets, an electric kettle and light at the press of a switch - that’s camping today, and the means 
by which we have travelled round much of Europe during retirement. However, my camping life 
did not start out quite like this. 
 
My first memories are the annual trip to the Moray Firth in Scotland, where my father instructed 
at the Outward Bound school for the summer holidays. The holidays were great but it took us 
two and a half days to get there - there were no motorways and my father was a very careful 
driver. We used to stop in a farmer’s field and out came the traditional ridge tent, a separate 
ground sheet, the Primus stove and cotton sleeping bags. Merely the means to an end. 
 
The next stage came as a student. This was a wonderful time of hitch-hiking with a friend, round 
the UK and all over Europe. We had a small tent and carried all that we needed on our backs, and 
the freedom was exhilarating. Graduating from a Primus stove to gaz was a distinct improvement 
over time. When camping with this friend and two others, round Turkey, we still had the small 
tent and slept lined up heads in, feet out. 
 
Camping in Africa was a slightly different affair. Safaris usually involved relatively primitive 
campsites and later, with our family, it meant a larger tent and, of course, a car. We were back to 
the big ridge tent with a huge veranda extension to protect us from the sun, mosquito netting 
and a sewn-in groundsheet for protection from unwanted visitors. 
 
Regardless of the size or design of the tent, there is a strange phenomenon concerning tent walls. 
They usually consist of a thin, if tough, layer of cotton or synthetic material and provide the 
barrier between the camper and the outside world. However, the perception of a barrier varies 
significantly with circumstance. I remember feeling relatively safe lying inside listening to lions 
making a variety of noises some distance off in the bush; again, I was only mildly disturbed by the 
noise of a large animal just the other side of the canvas, and relaxed when I worked out that it 
was only a hippo ‘mowing’ the vegetation nearby; the fact that I once woke up to find the tip of 
an elephant’s trunk inches from my nose was merely down to the fact that I hadn’t zipped the 
door properly. 
 
Where the tent wall first falls down as a barrier is the weather, especially the cold, but this can 
be dealt with; second is the noise of human neighbours. A couple having a huge and sustained 
argument in their tent in the middle of a campsite at 3am, and the subsequent reconciliation, 
presents a definite downside to camping, as does a family with a baby with colic. Still, this happens 
so rarely that we have a few more years of exploring and comfortable camping left in us. 
 
Sue Fisher
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Just a Thought



 
nursery school CIC 
https://mrnoahs.org 

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www.b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call Holly on 
07419 989830 for details

Embracing Opportunity 
Building Confidence 

An incredibly nurturing day and flexi-boarding 

school inspiring 3-13 year old boys and girls  

to fulfil their extraordinary potential. 

dulwichprepcranbrook.org

https://mrnoahs.org
http://www.benendenv
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Royal British Legion 
In its 99th year, the RBL is facing 
unprecedented challenges to its traditional 
annual Poppy Appeal and Remembrance 
Sunday tributes to the fallen of two World 
Wars. Resurgence of the COVID-19 infection 
has stalled plans for this key period of 
replenishing funds for the essential work of 
the RBL in supporting survivors of all military 
service, and their families, who suffer mental, 
physical and unemployment affliction. 

The familiar house-to-house poppy 
collections are not permissible and it is 
probable that parish church gatherings may 
not take place this year, but poppy wreaths 
will be placed at parish war memorials. 

We hope that we may be able to establish 
an outdoor collection table in the village 
centre on 31 October and 7 November, with 
poppies and dated enamel pins. We also hope 
that our shops and pubs may generously 
display collection boxes and poppies as in 
previous years. 

Other methods of collecting donations  
are still uncertain, but it is likely that we shall 
be able to adopt the Just Giving system to 
reduce the handling of cash. 

We are investigating the possibility of  
a gathering in Walkhurst Road at 11am  
on Remembrance Sunday for a simple 
commemoration and wreath laying, with  
the familiar trumpet calls and two minutes’ 
silence, together with prayers and a hymn. 

We shall update these possibilities in  
next month’s magazine, with full details when 
we have received definite instructions from 
the RBL headquarters and the parish and 
church authorities. 
Benenden Branch Royal British Legion

The Arnold Cole Trust 
The Arnold Cole Trust would like to invite 
applications for its annual disbursements from 
those clubs and societies within the parish in 
need of funds. Dr Arnold Cole was GP in 
Benenden from 1930 until his death in 1960, 
after which his daughter, the late Joan Weston, 
set up the Trust in 1968. The aim of the Trust  
is to apply its income for the “general benefit 
for the Parish of Benenden with special 
consideration being given to both the elderly 
and young”. 

All applications in writing please to:  
The Secretary, Arnold Cole Trust, Scribbins, 
Benenden, Kent TN17 4DT. Please note 
applications must be received no later than  
30 November. 

 
 
 

Harvest Service donations 
Sunday 4 October, St George’s Church, 10am 
At the Harvest Service we would be grateful 
to receive any non-perishable food produce  
in tins, bottles, cartons or packets. All the 
donations will, after 72 hours, be passed on  
to Nourish, a Food Bank charity in Tunbridge 
Wells that covers this area. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions we are unable to distribute 
perishable food or any food-stuffs that can  
be directly handled.

News and Events
IDEN GREEN 

CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH

Invite you to the commissioning service of 
TOBIN BIRD 

as Pastor of the church. 
 

This will be part of the evening service on 
Sunday 11 October at 5.30pm. 

If you would like to attend (please, face masks 
must be worn) PLEASE contact NIGEL GRAY on 

07881 952 880 or info@idengreen.org.uk

mailto:info@idengreen.org.uk


45 & 51 High Street 
Tenterden

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 

DOGwalking

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular

Annabel Lear GARDENS

A flexible approach to improving your garden 
Free initial site visit

annabellear@btinternet.com 
Find me on Instagram @annabel_leargardens

mailto:anitameekinsph@btconnect.com
http://www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
mailto:annabellear@btinternet.com
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at the end of the autumn, so please help me if 
you can. 

The community shop still has copies for sale, 
so have I, and Benenden Girls’ School have also 
kindly agreed to sell them in their school shop.  
Shirley Gooseman 

 
 
 

Iden Green and Benenden WI 
As we are unlikely to have a COVID-19 vaccine 
for a while, we are starting to plan our New Year 
meeting. Meanwhile, hopefully everyone has 
received their copy of WI Life. A refund will be 
forwarded by the federation at some point to 
cover the lack of hard copies of West Kent 
News, although should any member like a copy 
online, please let me know. We are also able to 
receive ‘Denman at Home’, which can be 
delivered to your computer and contains lots  
of cookery tips, plus useful help on exercising 
and making masks. 

Our members have been very active: one 
made a patchwork cover and another knitted  
a matinee jacket for her new granddaughter; 
many squares and hats have also been made to 
send to ‘Knit for Peace’ (further details from 
Valerie); and a number of members have been 
harvesting fruit and vegetables, so we look 
forward to the usual jams and chutneys. 
Jackie Liffen   752232   WI@daisystar.co.uk 

Get involved in  
The Big Green Draw Festival 
The Big Draw is a visual literacy charity that 
promotes the universal language of drawing as  
a tool for learning, expression, and invention. 
Celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, it’s 
been called The Big Green Draw Festival and 
focuses on the relationship between people and 
our environment. Local artist Bryony Benge-
Abbott is inviting you to get involved during 
October when she will be guiding small groups 
(up to five) on short walks through Dering 
Woods, Hemsted Forest or Pett Level Beach. 

During the walk you will record the landscape 
through short drawing exercises that play with 
size, scale, shadow and line. At the end you’ll 
leave with your own sketchbook filled with 
intriguing ways to look at nature through artists’ 
eyes, confident that you don’t need to be a 
professional to create intriguing work. 

“Wild drawing walks are not about producing 
traditional landscape drawings, instead, we use 
rapid, abstract and expressive drawing as a tool 
for mapping and recording the sensory 
experience of walking in nature,” explains 
Bryony. “No artistic background is needed”. 

The walks are aimed at adults and children 
over 16 and Bryony will provide fine art paper, 
ink and clipboards. All you need to bring are your 
own pencils, sharpener and eraser - plus any fine 
pens if you wish to use them. The Hemsted 
Forest walks take place from 2pm-4.30pm on 11 
and 26 October and from 10am-12.30pm on 27 
October and are at a discounted £15 per person. 

For more information and to book:  
www.bryonyandbloom.com/walks 

 
 
 

A Rhyme for a Reason 
I am delighted to tell everyone who has 
supported the A Rhyme for a Reason poetry 
book, either by contributing a poem or buying  
a copy, that I have just sent a cheque to the  
NHS for £1,000 - as I am a tax payer, they have 
actually received £1,250. Now my aim is to sell 
the rest of the books and send another cheque 

A Rhyme  
for a Reason:  
a collection of  
poems by the 

people of 
Benenden and  
surrounding 

villages 
 

On sale in 
Benenden’s 

Community Shop 
 

All monies raised 
will go to support 

the NHS

mailto:WI@daisystar.co.uk
http://www.bryonyandbloom.com/walks
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charlottessweetshop / 07375 879054

Charlotte’s 

Sweet Shop

Cranbrook 
& 

Benenden

Sweet treats made to order

Greenacre Landscapes  
Creating Beautiful Gardens 

since 1963 
 

Specialists in Private Garden 
Design & Construction 

Patios - Brickwork - Decking 
 Stonework - Ponds/Lakes  

Water Features - Planting Schemes 
Groundworks 

Detailed Plans - Portfolio Available  
Free Consultation  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
01580 240085      01892 722412  
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

http://www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
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Talking Shop 
Looking back over this summer, where we 
have faced some of the strangest situations  
we have ever faced at Benenden’s, it has been 
incredibly pleasing to welcome in some lovely 
new volunteers who decided to take the 
plunge and give it a try. 

One of these is Cathy Presgrave, who has 
had a long association with the village because 
her parents lived here very happily for many 
years. After her father’s passing in June, Cathy 
returned with a desire to give something back 
to the place which gave her parents so much 
joy. Volunteering in the community shop 
seemed the perfect way to do it and due to 
the warm welcome she received, she has found 
it all and more than she hoped for. “A perfect 
way to make friends,” she explained. 

Lucy O’Flaherty has so far been a volunteer 
for a short time but having understood the 
importance of the community shop to her  
late mother, she now feels she wants to help 
maintain that facility for others and is enjoying 
the experience. 

Maureen Smith came to live in the village  
a few months ago and was familiar with it 
because her sister has lived here for a long 
time. Maureen wanted to be useful and via the 
shop has begun to get to know the workings 
of the village and to appreciate the intriguing 
diversity of people here. Being alone, she 
found the first reaching out difficult but was 
delighted to find the atmosphere warm and 
the fear of trying it out mitigated by the 
patient explanations and good humour of  
the regular staff. 

From personal experience and having talked 
to so many volunteers, it is clear that the 
experience of helping in our precious shop is 
enriching in so many ways. It is fun with many 
laughs behind and in front of the counter, so  
if you are at all doubtful about giving it a try, 
please come along - there’s nothing to lose! 
Bev Beveridge   info@benendens.co.uk   
www.benendens.co.uk

Benenden School news 
After what seemed like an eternity spent 
planning and responding to an ever-changing 
situation, it gave us enormous pleasure to 
finally welcome the girls back for the start  
of the new school year. The Benenden ship is 
sailing again, with all year groups now back on 
site and some girls from overseas continuing 
to learn remotely for the time being. 

The unanimous feedback we have received 
is that they are delighted to be back - absence 
clearly makes the heart grow fonder - and I 
had to smile when I heard a group of girls 
looking at the menu for the week getting 
excited about school fish and chips on Friday. 

Now that term has started, I have said to  
all the girls that they all have a responsibility  
to keep the school open by adhering to the 
measures we have put in place. This does not 
only mean by following the new procedures, 
such as one-way systems and remaining in 
their year group bubbles, but also by not 
mixing beyond their household during 
weekends at home. 

In this pursuit of a return to normality, it 
has been positively energising to see Benenden 
life getting back up and running over these 
past few days. The theatre and netball courts 
are filled with the sound of the girls again, 
while on the academic front the Six Twos got 
straight into the important business of exam 
preparation, with linear exams and university 
applications underway. Needless to say, it is 
going to be another uncertain year for us all, 
but especially for those sitting A Levels, so it  
is essential that they hit the ground running 
and concentrate on their studies now while 
they can. 

Finally, we were pleased to be able to  
allow the local community to enjoy the  
school grounds during lockdown; now that  
we are back in operation on the site, could  
I please ask you to ensure you now stick to  
the public footpaths around the site, for  
everybody’s safety. 
Samantha Price, Headmistress

mailto:info@benendens.co.uk
http://www.benendens.co.uk


BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07768 194400 
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Exciting News! & Tuesdays!  
01580 240 054 . bestpub@thebullatbenenden.co.uk A warm welcome awaits! 

Opening Hours:  
 

Monday & Tuesday 4pm-10pm. Kitchen open soon! 
 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 4pm-10pm.  
Food served 5pm-8.30pm 

 
Saturday 12pm-10pm.  

Food served 12pm-3pm & 5pm-8.30pm 
 
 

Sunday 12pm-10pm. Food served 12pm-3pm We are Open! 

Hello! from The Bull at Benenden est. 1608 

K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

Help is on hand from your local Mind 

www.westkentmind.org.uk 
01732 744950 

Information given, volunteers welcome 
and donations needed. 

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health 
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.

mailto:info@ukelectricbike.co.uk
mailto:info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk
http://www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk
http://www.westkentmind.org.uk
mailto:kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com
mailto:bestpub@thebullatbenenden.co.uk


Benenden Hospital news 
After many weeks of working in quite a quiet 
environment, I’m pleased to say the regular  
buzz of Benenden Hospital is growing as we 
welcome back patients. Services are again  
open to members of Benenden Health, to  
those wishing to self-pay and those with  
private medical insurance. 

Meanwhile, we will continue supporting the 
NHS by undertaking treatments and procedures 
on behalf of local NHS trusts, covering ENT, 
orthopaedics, urology and imaging work; and  
our nursing teams continue to work alongside 
local GPs at the Ridge Covid Assessment Unit  
in Headcorn, where they support the assessment 
of patients attending the unit. 

It has been lovely to hear the positive 
feedback from our patients who feel comfortable 
and safe when they come to us, and while it’s 
good to see the hospital open, it’s important  
we remain vigilant. 

This is also an ideal opportunity to say thank 
you to all colleagues for the hard work they 
continue to put in at the hospital. Many of them 
don’t always get a mention but their contribution 
is vital, including the team keeping the grounds of 
the hospital in great condition, and housekeeping, 
whose role is even more vital as we strive to 
maintain our excellent record of cleanliness. 
Jane Abbott, Hospital Director and Chief Nurse 

 
 
 

15

Planning Matters 
For full details of the Parish Council’s 
comment please see minutes of meetings. 
21 September 2020 
l  20 02061 FULL Barn At Balmoral Cottage, 

The Green. Change of use, conversion and 
alteration of existing barn to a single 
independent dwelling house, landscaping, 
gardens and parking. 

l  20 02219 FULL Appleshaw, Dingleden Farm 
Road. Demolition of existing timber hay 
store and construction of replacement hay 
store and tractor shed. 

l  20 02239 FULL Lower Standen Farm, 
Standen Street. Conversion of stables to 
annexe and new pool house. 

l  20 02423 FULL Lower Standen Farm, 
Standen Street. Construction of a new 
single-storey rear and side extension  
and related alterations of the existing 
dwelling house. 

l  20 02234 FULL Pympne Manor, Pympne 
Road. Landscape improvement works 
around main house; including low level 
retaining walls, swimming pool and drive  
re-alignment. 

l  20 02106 FULL Retrospective Hopehouse 
Hens, Standen Street. Erection of an 
agricultural storage building/workshop, 
Timber Field Shelter, Shipping container  
and shed. 

l  20 02105 FULL Hopehouse Hens, Standen 
Street. Stationing of a mobile home for  
an agricultural worker for a period of  
three years. 

l  20 02226 FULL Land Adjacent To St Annes, 
Standen Street. Proposed barn for the use 
of private equestrian stables, associated 
agricultural machinery, storage and welfare; 
Change of use of land for agriculture and 
for the keeping of horses. 

Saturday 31 October -  
Thursday 24 December 
 
Old Shop, Greenview TN17 4DD 
By appointment only. 
 
Following Government advice  
and if permitted at the time,  
Stephen hopes to have a full  
display of prints and originals. 
 
Contact: 07909 585988 
messagewildlifeart@btinternet.com 
www.message-wildlife-art.co.uk

STEPHEN MESSAGE  

ART DISPLAY

mailto:messagewildlifeart@btinternet.com
http://www.message-wildlife-art.co.uk




Primary School news 
On Monday 7 September, we were delighted  
to be able to welcome all our pupils back,  
once again being united as a school. Indeed, it 
has been so good to see the children’s smiling 
faces and hear their voices and laughter fill the 
classrooms and corridors. 

Over the summer we worked really hard, 
putting in place all the necessary measures to 
ensure that everyone will be able to stay safe 
over the coming months. The children have been 
grouped into class ‘bubbles’ for all their lessons; 
we have staggered drop-off and pick-ups, breaks 
and lunchtimes and we are limiting the number 
of external visitors to the school. It is early days 
yet, but so far everything is running smoothly. 
Should any of our staff or pupils display any of 
the COVID-19 symptoms, we are delighted to 
have access to a Samba II testing machine, the 
same as that being used in hospitals, which tests 
samples taken from the patient’s nose and throat 
and gives results in 90 minutes. 

We have carefully planned the curriculum for 
the first 60 days, ensuring there is a strong focus 
on wellbeing, safety and learning behaviours.  
The aim will be for learning to be reactivated  
as soon as possible, with a strong focus on 
recovery of core subject knowledge and skills 
while maintaining breadth in the curriculum to 
ensure children remain engaged in their learning. 

In addition, for the first seven weeks, we are 
following the “Worry & Wellbeing” Intervention 
Programme (written by Benenden School), to 
help our pupils manage their emotions and to 
ease them back into school. The skills-based 
emotion regulation programme focuses on 
anxiety, as well as anger (often a manifestation  
of anxiety in children and adolescents), and  
self-esteem building activities. 

Finally, we are delighted the green roof has 
now been completed. The builders have worked 
tirelessly over the summer and we would like to 
thank Kier for their hard work and commitment 
and everyone in the village for their support  
and patience. 
Lindsay Roberts, Headteacher   240565 

Bonfire called off 
It is with regret that the Bonfire Committee 
has taken the decision to cancel the 2020 
fireworks night event. The priorities for us  
will always be crowd and volunteer safety first, 
and second to make money to distribute to 
youth causes (or at least for the event to 
break even), but COVID-19 has, of course, 
thrown a whole number of additional 
considerations in our direction. 

We’ve had to factor in the uncertainty of 
what will or won’t be allowed in November, 
what requirements would be placed on 
organisers if the event could take place, and 
what people’s attitudes might be towards 
helping (we have over 70 volunteers without 
whom we could not have the event) or  
indeed the public view on attending an event 
such as this; all of which means we cannot  
be confident of holding the event, let alone  
of success. 

We have been working closely with 
Benenden School and have agreed in principle 
to ‘share’ the main display going forward. This 
will reduce the environmental impact and 
reduce noise for local residents to one night 
only. We are committed to lowering our waste 
and removing our use of plastics; sustainability, 
in all its guises, is an important aspiration for 
the committee; so, behind the scenes we will 
continue to look at how we can improve the 
event further. 

Cancellation is frustrating as we know what 
pleasure the night brings to so many. However, 
it is more important that we all strive to stay 
safe, enjoy the area we live in and know that 
the barbecue, chilli, mulled wine, hot chocolate, 
and bar will all be back in 2021, when we 
intend to bring you the best event we’ve ever 
staged. We look forward to hearing you, once 
again, ‘ooh’ and ‘aah’ to the brilliant display that 
will take place. 
Grant Matthews, Chair, Bonfire Committee
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Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE 

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street! 

 
An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines 
and with Post Office services . . .  
For those who are self-isolating and have no one to shop for them, we will be able to  
take orders and payment over the phone. We can also supply frozen ready meals with 
instructions. Please note the new opening hours: 8am-4pm Monday to Saturday and  
9am-12noon on Sunday. Café open 10am-2pm Monday to Saturday, for takeaway drinks, 
hot snacks and some cakes. 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

Abigail Burrett 
Human Resource Bus

07565519727

aburrett20@gmail.co

www abigailburrett c

MCIPD
siness Services

om

co.ukwww.abigailburrett.c

I am a highly experienced fully qualified 
Human Resources Consultant working for 
over 13 years in various industries such  
as Education, Corporate, Healthcare,  
Health and Safety and for local SMEs.  
If you are looking to review your contracts or 
want to know if your policies and procedures 
are legally compliant and up to date or just 
need good solid advice please get in touch!

07565 519727

aburrett20@gmail.coom

www abigailburrett cco.ukwww.abigailburrett.c

rrett-mcipd-95287015blinkedin.com/in/abigail-bu

www.abigailburrett.co.uk

aburrett20@gmail.com

Are you looking to 
reboost and develop 

your HR?

mailto:aburrett20@gmail.gmail.gmail.com
http://www.abigailburrett.abigailburrett.co.co.uk
http://www.abigailburrett.co.uk
http://www.hannahsgarden.net
mailto:info@benendens.co.uk


Caring for the churchyard 
Under the caring eye of Dick Hill, from  
April until the end of October a bunch 
of volunteers keep St George’s 
churchyard in a beautiful state. It’s a 
careful balance between mowing 
around the church itself and the more 
recent graves and leaving a wild habitat 
in the centre rich with wildflowers and  
grasses that attract myriad bees, 
butterflies and other wildlife. 

“It’s been difficult this year due to 
the virus,” says Dick. “Instead of our 
monthly Saturday morning groups, a 
small number of us have continued to mow  
 strim every Thursday but there was still a 
tremendous lot to do. So, I was very happy  
there was such a good turnout for the first 
Saturday working party we were able to hold  
in September.” 

Because I regularly walk around the 
churchyard and have spotted grass snakes, 
orchids, a family of foxes and a spectacular  
sea of oxeye daisies this summer, I decided I 
should join the 16-strong team of volunteers.  
In addition to tackling rampant brambles, a 

priority was cutting 
and clearing away the 
wildflower area where 
the flowers have died 
and set their seed 
ready for next year. 

The last working party of the year on 
Saturday 3 October between 9.30am-midday will 
hopefully complete the clearance 
ready for the winter months.  
All are welcome, not just 
members of the congregation, 
and everyone is mindful of social 
distancing. If you can please bring 
a strimmer, rake or wheelbarrow 
- or just yourself. It will be 
greatly appreciated. 
Ruth Clark 
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hhytyerryryththEvEvverrytt ingng  OututstsidideyterEv rythhing Outside
Every job is treated with a professional, 

friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured 
William Smith 

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232 
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.everything-outside.co.uk

GARDENING l LANDSCAPING l PATIOS 

FENCING l MOWING l HEDGE TRIMMING 

DRAINAGE l CLEARANCE l DIGGER WORK 

TREE SURGERY l CONCRETING

1900
STE

Volunteers Needed 
For 

Shop Service 
& 

Café Service 
 

Learn how to make 
that perfect coffee 

and serve it! 
 

01580 279808 

www.benendens.co.uk/volunteers 

info@benendens.co.uk 

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB

mailto:smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.everything-outside.co.uk
http://www.benendens.co.uk/volunteers
mailto:info@benendens.co.uk


The day  
I dug up a 
bearded man 
 

Local resident and ‘mudlarker’ Peter Stennett 
continues the search for history as he excavates  
his (large) garden pond. 
 
When we had our front pond cleared, the sludge was 
put into a vehicle with caterpillar tracks and taken 
to the far side of our meadow. It was tipped into a 
four-foot high bund (mud wall) that covered an area 
half the size of a football pitch. That summer was 
extremely hot and very dry and by the autumn it 
was firm enough to walk on. 

I knew that there would be some interesting finds 
here, so most evenings after I had worked on the 
garden, I could be found digging in this vast expanse 
of dried silt. You can see me in the distance with my 
trusty pink container of finds. 

Amongst the pieces I found in the pond and this 
field of sludge I began to wonder what the oldest 
might be. The piece of glass (Fig.2) is similar to those 
found in the moat at Scotney Castle. It takes 
hundreds of years for the minerals to leach into the 
hard body of the glass and stain it in these iridescent 
colours, so this could be 17th or 18th century  

and a contender for the 
oldest piece. 

The next contender 
is an  unpromising, 
rusty piece of metal 
(Fig.3): a shoe buckle of 
the type popular in the 
17th and 18th 
centuries. Some 

buckles worn by 
noblemen were 
elaborately made 
from precious 
metals, but this 
simple metal 
example is likely to have been worn by a  
local worker. 

A third contender arose when I uncovered 
in the sludge a piece of brown pottery with the 
face of a man (Fig.1). I knew straight away 
what it was and that it was a rare find. It was 
a Bellarmine jug, a type of decorated, salt-
glazed stoneware that was manufactured in 
Europe throughout the 16th and 17th 
centuries, especially in the Cologne region in 
what is today western Germany. 

This type of item (originally called a 
Bartmann, or ‘bearded man’, jug) always 
incorporated a stamped image of a bearded face 

mask and is thought to have been named after 
Cardinal Robert Bellarmine (1542-1621), an 
unpopular (and bearded) campaigner against 
alcohol. Bellarmine was also a bitter opponent of  
the Dutch Reformed Church and thus it was 
common for Protestants who disliked him to smash 
the jugs, which explains why they are quite rare. 
They were made as jugs, bottles and pitchers in 
various sizes and for a multitude of uses, including 
storage of food or drink, decanting wine and 
transporting goods. 

Although the piece I had found was missing his 
beard, I decided to see if I could find any more 
fragments. I knew I would need to have the same 
patience as when I was searching for the missing 
pieces of the Santer jug - a quest you may have read 
about here in 
the early 
stages of my 
search - and it 
took several 
weeks before I 
found another 
piece, but over 
the next few 
months I 
found a few 
more pieces, 
including the 
missing beard. 
My partner 
Sara glued 
these together 
and I have 
mounted them 
on a board to 
appear as if 
embedded in 
mud (Fig.4 
and Fig.5).

Fig.1

Fig.5

Fig.3

Fig.2

Fig.4

Benenden History
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Model man with an eye  
for military precision 
Roger Saunders, one of the finest modellers 
in the business, on his life and intricate work 
It’s a man thing, apparently, the wilful failure to 
put away childish things in adulthood, except 
that Roger Saunders took it to an extreme 
and made it a life’s work. Bored with his 
‘proper’ job, he revisited his youthful 
fascination with military models, melded it 
with the skills he had learned as an art student 
in Worthing, and steadily transformed himself 
into a full-time sculptor of ‘big boys’ toys. 

One look at his work, however, shows that 
there’s nothing juvenile about any of it. The 78-
year-old is a renowned figure in the genre and 
closer examination reveals precisely why. The 
soldiers’ heads he produces are less than the 
size of a little fingernail, but each one has an 
expression all its own, be they winners or 
losers in the recreated battle scenes they will 
ultimately inhabit. 

“It’s very intensive work with very fine 
movements,” says south London-based Roger 
from what has been his ‘second home’ in 
Walkhurst Road for the past 20 years. “I work 
in Milliput, a two-part epoxy putty that you 
can sand and drill once it’s set - I use an 
anglepoise lamp to speed up the process - and 
I have several heads on the go at any one time, 
all carved with surgical scalpels, number 15 
and number 11, one straight, the other curved, 
not in holders, so I can use the blunt end like 
an adze to get an effect; and a tool I make 
myself, which is a piece of copper wire, 
hammered flat and shaped into a semi spoon, 
semi spear. With a jeweller’s loupe [a powerful 
eyeglass] for the detail, that’s about it.” 

For Roger, modelling was very much a 

second career. He was a discontented graphic 
designer when he visited a big model 
engineering exhibition in London and 
encountered a new hobby which, encouragingly, 
already had a magazine called Military 
Modelling to serve it. 

“There was clearly a market, so during a 
slack period at work I started reading it and 
looking at the stuff on offer and thinking rather 
arrogantly that I could do better,” he recalls. “I 
knew from art college that I could do a 
passable sculpture, and I’ve always been good at 
working very, very small - it just means you 
have to have patience and obsessiveness - so I 
started making figures and sending them to 
manufacturers and had them accepted.” 

Initially he worked extensively for the New 
Hope Design company, and was soon 
commissioned to produce a range depicting 
Kings and Queens of England for Franklin Mint, 
who flew him all expenses paid to their US 
headquarters to discuss business. Buoyed by 
their belief in him, he eventually made a clean 
break from his day job, set up his own company, 
Hornet and Wolf, and carved a reputation for 
himself as one of the best in the business, with 
his figurines taking pride of place in award-
winning dioramas produced by the finest 
practitioners at the biggest exhibitions. 

What makes Roger’s choice of work and his 
expertise in it all the more remarkable is the 
fact that he’s been blind from birth in his left 
eye. You might think compromised sight would 
lead a man down a path that didn’t involve 
intricate work in 1:35 scale, but he treats it 
almost as an asset - “I examine figures more 
carefully, constantly turn them and look at 
them from different angles, which means I get 
the anatomy right, whereas I think people with 

Spotlight
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proper 3D vision often assume and take short 
cuts” - and assures us that the series of dinks 
and dents on his car are the only real downside 
to his handicap. 

Certainly, it’s no barrier to immense detail in 
his work. When the big Japanese manufacturers 
brought their economies of scale to bear on 
the production of complete human figures, 
Roger realised that the one thing they couldn’t 
replicate on a mass scale was human 
expression, and he began to concentrate on 
heads - modellers lop off the factory-produced, 
“doll-like, expressionless” ones - with 
faces that were recognisably ethnic, 
exultant or defeated, from one side 
or another in World War II. 

The work has brought him 
acclaim and satisfaction, but 
one thing it didn’t deliver was 
riches. “The trouble is, it takes a 
long time - around 40 to 50 
hours to produce one set of five 
heads - so it’s an idiot’s game if 
you’re looking for income per hour 
spent, but it’s relatively stress free, I sell 
only to distributors, mostly abroad, who all 
pay in advance, I still enjoy it and I do 
what I want to.” 

These days, Roger wonders when  
he’s going to retire and remains slightly 
embarrassed at making a living from an 
activity that the rest of the world regards 
with mild amusement, if at all - and that 
includes his wife Fran and his daughter. 

“Tim, my son is quite keen on modelling  
and I think he respects what I do, but everyone 
else seems totally indifferent,” he explains,  
“and I’d have to admit it’s a very strange way  
of earning a living, but I’m a bit of an awkward 

cuss, content to keep on 
ploughing the same furrow, 
and people are still buying 
my stuff. 

“A lot of them have 
shelves crammed with  
kits that they’ll never  
make but they’ll still buy 
the next one and they’re 
the people that keep me 
going. There must be 
people with thousands of 
the heads, enough to last 
them several lifetimes, probably 
lying in drawers and attics 
and destined never to  

get used, but that’s 
fine, I’ve already 
sold them!” 
Peter 
Thomas 



A beautiful collection of  
rustic & vintage furniture 

 and accessories 
 available to hire for any 

location or event 
www.village vintage.co.uk

Saint Ronan’s School
Hawkhurst, Kent • Founded 1883 • www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 • Day & Boarding • Forest School

Discover the magic! Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk

or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.

http://www.village
http://www.saintronans.co.uk
mailto:emmatv@saintronans.co.uk


Bringing Kentish 
venison from field  
to fork 
Peter Thomas meets a local couple 
on a ‘foodie’ mission 
If you’re on the hunt for wild venison 
- as many of us are with the onset of 
autumn - you might be forgiven for 
thinking you’d need to don full tweed 
and head for the Scottish Highlands, 
with a trusty ghillie at your side and 
some industrial strength thermal 
underwear. Or, at the very least, track 
down a mail order firm in Inverness. 

Perhaps the lowlands of the southeast 
wouldn’t be your first port of call, but you’ll be 
heartened to learn that for serious deer meat 
you need look no further than Sandhurst, where 
Ali and Thomas Otway have turned their back 
garden into a local, ethical and sustainable source 
of all things cervine, bringing Kentish venison 
from field to fork. 

In a ‘standard’ Tate Fencing 10’ x 14’ shed, 
where most of us would house a jumble of 
spades, rakes and power tools, Thomas works in 
his traditional striped apron and regulation trilby 
hat, at his sturdy butcher’s block, on a food-grade 
latex floor, surrounded by shiny white, wipe-clean 
walls - adorned with a 5-star Food Hygiene 
Rating certificate - to produce a nose-to-tail 

range of cuts from prime animals stalked by his 
wife at the organic 750-acre Falconhurst estate  
at Markbeech, near Edenbridge. 

The couple may have “fallen into” setting  
up Otways Meat and Game - Thomas is still  
a carpenter and Ali a head of marketing and 
communications - but that doesn’t mean they’re 
not doing it wholeheartedly and properly. Ali’s 
passion for shooting provided the impetus -  
“she was stalking part time and a carcass would 
come home that needed turning into something 
useful,” recalls Thomas, “then I mentioned to Ali 
that if I had my time again I’d like to be a butcher, 
and I started teaching myself with books and 
YouTube videos” - and now it has become the 
foundation for a ‘niche’ business that really took 

Food and Drink



Dream
L A S H E S
N A I L S &
B R O W S

Tel. 01580 388190 

The Street. Benenden. Kent TN17 4DB 

www.dreamlashesnailsandbrows.com

 
Bargain Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Thinking of selling or letting your 
property in or close to Benenden?

Specialist Rural and Village 
Agent. Full Professional Estate 
Agency service.

For straightforward sale or letting advice 
regarding the value of your house please 
contact us. 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

Idyllic rural location 
Individual heated chalets  
housing up to four cats 
Also welcome rabbits,  

guinea pigs, hamsters etc. 
Come and see us before booking 

F o r e s t  
F a r m  
C a t  

H o t e l  

Call Lucy on 01580 242961 
or 07720 966374 

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk 
or see our website  

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

http://www.dreamlashesnailsandbrows.com
mailto:bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.bargainfloors.co.uk
http://www.hobbsparker.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
http://www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
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off when she was asked to manage deer numbers 
at Falconhurst. 

“The damage large herds of fallow deer  
cause has significant commercial ramifications  
for arable, grassland and fruit estates,” explains 
Ali. “Regulating the deer populations can be 
controversial, but done correctly it improves  
the quality and health of the herd, maintaining  
a balance between deer density 
and habitat, depending on the 
landowner’s objectives.” 

The culling is done by trained 
professionals, with Ali heading  
up the in-house team, then the 
carcass, ‘in the fur’, is hung in  
the chiller for a week or so, 
depending on the age of the 
animal, expertly skinned by Ali  
and turned into a full range of 
cuts by Thomas. 

The first stage is cutting it into 
primaries, the neck, shoulders, 
saddle and the two haunches, 
which then go back into the 
chiller before being processed further. The 
shoulders go into burgers in the summer but, like 
‘scrag’ from the neck, are perfect for casseroles  
in the winter; in the freezer there is venison 
bacon, racks of ribs, mince for shepherd’s pie  
and lasagne, and the prime loin and tenderloin 
from the saddle, “best fried hot and fast and  
eaten straight from the pan”, according to the 
butcher himself. 

Where once the meat was exchanged with 
neighbours for bottles of wine, these days it  
goes on sale at the estate’s farm shop and is also 
available to telephone customers, who can check 
availability at www.otwaysmeatandgame.com. It’s 
a far cry from the days when Ali moved from 
Wales to Kent as a child, ending up in Sandhurst 
in the early 90s; when Thomas trekked across the 
border from East Sussex with his qualification in 
mechanical and production engineering; but now 
the couple, both lovers of country sports, are 
staunchly local and passionate about bringing the 
area’s best produce to a growing ‘foodie’ market. 

Soon, the fallow does will come into their 
shooting season and the shiny, stainless mincer 

and sausage stuffer in the shed will be moving  
as fast as Thomas’s finely honed and sterilised 
butcher’s knives. Which will be music to the  
ears of those of us who relish the prospect of  
a winter of venison, lean and iron-rich, so many 
stews and slow-roast haunches, with bundles of 
root vegetables, herbs and spices. And all without 
leaving the county. 

 
 POP A PROPER BANGER ON THE BARBIE 

I left Thomas Otway’s customised shed with a  

bag of hand-made burgers and sausages that 

required sampling in the interests of culinary 

objectivity, and I’m pleased to say they well  

and truly passed muster. 

The sausages were “one of two varieties of 

proper venison banger”, excellent, toothsome  

and tasty, perfect for barbecuing in this Indian 

summer or with onion gravy as the winter draws  

in. They were joined over the coals by the burgers, 

a mixture of 80% venison haunch and 20% pork 

fat, no preservatives, with a flavour that’s deep  

and full but not overpowering. 

To wash them down? A glass or two of Chateau 

Trillol, from Corbieres in southern France - a silky 

blend of Syrah, Grenache and Carignan, with plenty 

of dark fruit and an abiding need for red meat 

(available from Benenden’s) - although the 

Gouguenheim Cabernet Sauvignon from Mendoza 

in Argentina, full of blackcurrant flavours and soft 

tannins (also from our village shop) would do the 

job just as well.

Food and Drink
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Namaste Kids & Teens 
Yoga

Fun & lively classes 
Qualified from 2yrs to 18yrs 

 

Teaching in Benenden Village Hall, 
Benenden Pre-School  

& local schools. 
 

email: Hayley@namastekids.co.uk 
@namastekidsteens

FREE 
Trial 

Class 
Available

mailto:Hayley@namastekids.co.uk


Many of us will be aware of the benefits of yoga 
as adults - enhancing flexibility, strength and 
mindfulness - but it is also a wonderful way for 
children to relax and learn how to handle stress 
in an increasingly competitive world. 

Since 2014, Hayley Sanderson has been 
teaching yoga to children and teens ranging in 
age from two to 18 and has seen at first hand 

the benefits it 
can bring to 
young minds and 
bodies. “Children 
need yoga as 
much as adults 
to counteract 
the daily stress 
and anxiety that 
social media, 
competitive 
sport and school 
life can bring,” 
she says. “Not 
only does yoga 

help strengthen the body it also gives children a 
time when they can switch off and learn some 
tools that can help them navigate life’s 
challenges, become more self-aware and increase 
their self-esteem. Many parents have told me 
about the benefits they have seen in their 
children because of coming to my classes.” 

Hayley has lived in the village since 2006 and 
after a career break to raise her two daughters 
she wanted to bring her joy of yoga to a 

younger audience and so launched 
Namaste Kids. Today she has a packed 
schedule: every week she teaches boys and 
girls at Benenden Pre-school, Marlborough 
House, Saint Ronan’s School and Sutton 
Valence and, when funding allows, at 
several state secondary schools. She adapts 
the way she teaches to suit the age groups, 
using stories, songs dances and games. 

“For the very young, for example, it has 
to be fun to keep them engaged and the 
classes do move faster compared to an 
adult class. I’ll take a story such as The 
Hungry Caterpillar and work out a series 

of yoga poses to flow with the story. All classes 
end with relaxation which is a favourite with lots 

of children. Of course, for teens I take a more 
adult approach, while still making it fun. 

Hayley’s Namaste Kids (ages five-10) class 
takes place in Benenden village hall (or outside 
on the field if the weather is good) at 4pm every 
Tuesday during term time. For more information 
and to book, visit namastekids.co.uk or email 
info@namastekids.co.uk  
Ruth Clark

You are never too young 
to benefit from yoga 

Spotlight

mailto:info@namastekids.co.uk


01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local 
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and 
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and 
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property 
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not 
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at 
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost 
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.  

LEADERS IN 
LOCAL PROPERTY 
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in 
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for 
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET   ROLVENDEN LAYNE   £3,250 PCM

Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 

receive your brochure  

Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 

tailored packages of personal care 

that can help people stay in their  

own home for as long as possible, 

rather than going into a care home 

before it’s really needed. We assist  

those who need help due to 

fraility, disability or illness to live 

as independently as possible, with 

comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please text FOOD35 £3  
to 70070 to buy a meal  

for someone in crisis
Please look at the website for details on 
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover 
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
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 Pipes & Nails 
 

l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No callout charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamilly@gmail.com 
www.pipesandnails.com

mailto:leachfamilly@gmail.com
http://www.pipesandnails.com
http://www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
http://www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
http://www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
http://www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
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In celebration of the swift 
A few years ago, I bought a swift nest box and wondered 
where I would erect it. The nearest nests locally are in 
Rolvenden, and in Cranbrook, where I have seen and 
heard them flying up the High Street. In Rolvenden, I 
know they have nested on St Mary’s Church, usually 
about three to six pairs, without missing a year, mostly 
on the north side of the church under the eaves. 

 
With the blessing of Robin Dalton Holmes, I decided to 
place the box on his house on The Green in Benenden, 
where I know they have nested before, to see if we could tempt them back to breed. Beside the box 
was the alarm box with the company name Swift on it, so they should have had no problem finding it. 

 
The spring duly arrived and swifts certainly had a look at the five-star accommodation put up for 
them but ignored it and may have nested in the eaves just round the corner. The following year a  
pair possibly did nest in the eaves and I was hopeful that the box would come into use, as swifts are 
colonial nesters. So, imagine my delight when Robin emailed me this year to say that the original  
pair had returned and another pair were investigating the box. Swifts do not breed until they are 
two/three years old and I wonder if the new pair might be offspring of the established pair. 

 
Swifts are not faring very well, with the population in the Southeast falling by 47 per cent from 1995 
to 2012. The latest figures suggest that the downward trend is continuing, pushing the loss to 62 per 
cent (2018). Swifts feed entirely on flying insects and we all know that the fronts of our cars after 
long journeys are relatively splatter-free compared to 20 years ago, but one of the other reasons  
for this decline is that modern housing designs do not have accessible eaves for them to nest in, 
compared to older ones. New houses can have a swift brick (a specially-designed brick with a cavity 
large enough for a swift to nest) but I have seen none of them used in all the new houses being built 
in the neighbourhood. 

 
However, the installation of nest boxes can do the trick. I would encourage anyone in the parish, 
particularly those living around The Green, to erect a box. Nest boxes need to be above five  
metres high. 

 
Swifts arrive in this country late April to mid-May and usually return to their old nests. The nest itself 
is a very simple affair, with a few bits of grass and feathers, all collected whilst flying. Swifts have tiny, 
strong feet but virtually no legs and struggle to take off from the ground. They lay about three eggs 
and incubation lasts about 19 to 25 days, fledging about 32 to 56 days. 

 
Compared to birds such as robins and blackbirds, these are wide figures, because unlike these birds, 
swifts are able to enter a semi-torpid state if the weather is bad and no insects are about. Both 
parents raise the young and pairs are monogamous, breeding with the same mate in following years. 
Once the young leave the nest, they are completely independent of their parents and will not touch 
land until they breed themselves, which can be as long as two to three years. 

 
Swifts spend the winter in South Africa and the normal lifespan is about six to nine years, with the 
longest-lived being just short of 18. Although they look and behave like house martins and swallows, 
they are not even closely related - their closest avian cousins are hummingbirds, another species 
capable of extraordinary ability on the wing. 
 
Charles Trollope   240821   cetetal@btinternet.com

Bird Notes
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A recent visit to Sussex Prairies - 
no border gaps here 

in spring or autumn - I do this whenever I  
need the plants. This is usually during the peak 
of summer, when I realise I have gaps in the 
borders. I have been known to dig up a huge 
clump of astrantia in full flower, cut it right 
back, divide and pot up. New growth will 
appear in weeks and the vast astrantia gave  
me almost 15 new plants! 

Of course, plant nurseries rely on their 
stock beds to generate new plants for sale.  
At college, we regularly took cuttings from  
the shrub stock beds - cistus, cornus, hebe, 
pittosporum, hydrangea, buddleja, the list is 
endless - but it is more than possible to take 
your own cuttings from shrubs (or even from 
friend’s gardens) and grow them on at home, 
although it makes you realise how long it  
takes a nursery to produce a saleable plant  
in a two-litre pot. 

Getting the right soil medium is key, as is 
knowing how much leaf to strip off, too (more 
than you would think). Using peat-free multi-
purpose is fine but I always mix mine with 
either some sharp sand, or perlite. New roots 
need to be able to find their way easily through 
a friable soil in order to access oxygen and 
grow, which is why watering is important -  
too much and the soil becomes waterlogged 
and therefore anaerobic (little or no oxygen).  
If anyone needs help with taking cuttings do  
get in touch and I would be glad to advise; my 
bible on the subject is the RHS ‘Propagating 
Plants’ by Alan Toogood (my edition is 2006). 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

In Your Garden

sedum, six weeks later sedum, freshly dug 

Generating your own stock 
Increasingly I have found myself advising a 
number of clients to generate their own stock 
beds. Now I could be making a rod for my  
own back here, as this would mean that clients 
start to develop their own sources for new 
plants and no longer need me to do the plant 
buying. However, I must have gardener’s blood 
in me somewhere as I cannot help passing  
on knowledge - it seems the right thing to  
do - and two of my clients have leapt at the 
opportunity to learn more about plants. 

A stock bed is a small piece of ground into 
which you can either put plants waiting for a 
gap to appear in borders; for jumbo plugs that 
you don’t want to pot up (eg wallflowers) or 
for clumps of divided perennials that you want 
to get a bit more established before planting 
out. In fact, you can use a stock bed however 
you wish; it really is just a holding ground, 
although this is a challenge in a small garden,  
in which case you will be limited to potted-up 
plants in neat rows on standing ground, 
preferably somewhere with a bit of light shade. 

Increasing your own stock is an excellent 
way of building up plants in your own garden, 
for free. I no longer limit myself to the 
textbook ways of dividing perennial plants  

mailto:annabellear@btinternet.com


B E N E N D E N  

M A G A Z I N E  
 

Promote your business or event  
by advertising in our magazine 

 

Reach all households in the Parish 
 

--------------------------- 
 

I have some limited space 
available at the moment 

 
For details and prices contact me at 

advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com 
Paul Leek

OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm 
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT 

 
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk  

Tel: 01580 890055

Professional and  
traditional upholsterers 

 
Most types of furniture  

re-upholstered and repaired. 
Cushion interior replacement 
service, antique restoration, 

stockists for DIY enthusiasts, 
extensive range of fabrics.

Established 1975

Contact Brigitte 
cascadeconfetti@gmail.com 

Plummers Cottage, Halden Lane, 
Benenden 

Dried Flower Petal Confetti 
for Weddings and 

Special Celebrations

Cascade 
Confetti

Providing private hire and taxi service 
from Benenden. 

 

We offer a reliable, professional service 
including airport and station transfers, 

courier service and 
informative tours for visitors to the area 

across Kent and Sussex. 
 

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked. 
 

Contact us to discuss availability 
and tariffs on: 

 

01580 242898 or 07707 242898 
 

or visit our website 
for further information 

 

www.hemstedcars.co.uk

 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school -  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
 qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

  
Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

 

 

 

 

 
A Wood Fired Oven can provide 

fantastic, fresh and fast food for you 
and your guests.  

We are local to Benenden and can cater 
for private parties, wedding receptions 

and events of all kinds.  
Most people only think of pizza, but 

there are lots of alternatives.  
Give me a call to discuss on: 

01580 279000 or 07788 279000 
info@wowcooking.co.uk  

or visit our website 
www.wowcooking.co.uk
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mailto:cascadeconfetti@gmail.com
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Above: Cause for celebration: Horton’s Close end of summer party; inside the church clock when restarting it;  

Assistant Priest, Rosemary Kobus van Wengen, has never outgrown her life long love of motorbikes 

Front cover: Colours of late autumn. Painting by Fran Russell




