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Thinking of selling or letting your 
property in or close to Benenden?

Specialist Rural and Village 
Agent. Full Professional Estate 
Agency service.

For straightforward sale or letting advice 
regarding the value of your house please 
contact us. 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

Providing private hire and taxi service 
from Benenden. 

 

We offer a reliable, professional service 
including airport and station transfers, 

courier service and 
informative tours for visitors to the area 

across Kent and Sussex. 
 

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked. 
 

Contact us to discuss availability 
and tariffs on: 

 

01580 242898 or 07707 242898 
 

or visit our website 
for further information 

 

www.hemstedcars.co.uk
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Very much like Sir Winston Churchill, except without the hat and the cigar, I was confident that  
the present crisis gripping our country would produce some kind of compensation in the shape  
of a heightened sense of community and a sharpened focus on what we can all do for our village, 
rather than waiting for our village to do for us (sorry, I went all JFK for a minute there). 
 
That idealised outlook took something of a hit, unfortunately, when I heard tales of certain lowlifes 
stealing all the toilet rolls from the public toilets - not to mention hand sanitisers from the hospital 
- no doubt in idle moments between stripping supermarket shelves bare and coughing on people. 
 
Luckily I received a swift remedy when I went out on a bright and breezy Sunday afternoon to 
deliver leaflets on behalf of the newly formed Benenden Action Team (see page 9 for details).  
We’re offering help to anybody for whom the present circumstances are proving truly difficult,  
and the response was overwhelmingly positive. 
 
“Thank you” and “well done” were the grateful messages to the team, with one woman going  
so far as to address my worries about the human race and its loo-roll-stealing tendencies. 
“Remember,” she said sagely, “the good people outnumber the bad ones by a long, long way.”  
It was a message worth remembering and repeating as we go about our restricted business. 
 
The meeting at which BAT soared into life was attended by some 70 or 80 people and produced 
more than 100 volunteers, with still more offering their assistance as they learn what’s going on. 
This issue of the magazine may be notable for the number of cancellations of village events, but 
that doesn’t mean all the best things in the village have been shut down. Goodwill, charity and 
community spirit are alive and well and roaming the streets of Benenden, looking for people  
to help. 
 
Peter Thomas, Co-Editor

Editorial
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Churchwarden: Tracy Claridge     240454     maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge.co.uk 
Churchwarden: David Collard     241944     julia.collard@btinternet.com 
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 
as if we were caring for you. 
In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated 
of our love, and your love, 
for your name’s sake. 
Amen. 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Elder: Tobin Bird     240027     www.idengreen.org.uk 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
Funeral                        18 March   Roy Chapman   Funeral and burial 
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Helping and caring for others: Part 2 
Last month I wrote about helping and caring for others in our community. Since then, the 
outbreak of coronavirus has really started to have an effect upon Europe and upon people in 
our country. The Government is saying that it expects the impact in this country to peak in 
10-14 weeks time and it may even be affecting us for some months after. The need to help and 
care for others is, therefore, even more important. 
 
The message that we were taught by Jesus, when he simplified ‘the Law’, was to love the Lord 
your God and love your neighbour as yourself. Now is a good time to put that second bit  
into practice. And in practice what that means is: if you’d want someone to help you if you got 
ill, then you should help others if they get ill. We can help others, we can care for others, by 
picking up the phone and speaking to them: “Are you okay? Do you need anything? Shopping, 
medication? Can I get you anything?” 
 
I met with the benefice churchwardens mid-March to discuss precautions and contingencies 
that we need to put in place. As a church we are also looking at how we can best play our 
part in supporting the wider community, especially those who are self-isolating and those who 
are most vulnerable. In particular we are working on how we might provide food deliveries.  
In anticipation of growing demand, we may put out a plea for gifts of dry food, which can be 
dropped in boxes in St George’s Church, but we’ll publicise that if the need arises. 
 
After the church service this morning, I had a fortuitous meeting with a parishioner and we 
were speaking about how to care for those who might be feeling even more vulnerable at the 
moment. Their idea - I can’t take the credit - is simple: if every one of us in the village were to 
care for our immediate neighbour on our left and on our right - contacting them at least once 
a week (by phone if they’re worried about close contact) - then the whole village is being 
cared for. We will know when someone, particularly if they live alone, is having difficulties and 
needs help. So firstly, can you please take this idea on board. 
 
You will have heard, I’m sure, the Prime Minister’s announcement that everyone must stay at 
home, except for a very few essential reasons, and churches are to close with immediate 
effect. This we are doing for all the right reasons but, of course, with a heavy heart. These are 
extraordinary times. The church doors will remain locked for now but during this time it is 
important that you know that prayer is still happening every day. Details can be found on the 
Church website and on page 9. 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector

Rector’s Letter
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The Village Calendar may look a little light for the foreseeable 
future. Coronavirus and the Prime Minister’s lockdown of the 
entire country have rather put a crimp in our social lives and 
dates have been cancelled left, right and centre. Even the civic 
amenity vehicle won’t be around for a while.  
These will be trying weeks for us all as we negotiate a new 
landscape of self-isolation and social distancing. To that end, 
David Commander has come up with a list of guiding principles 
to steer us all through the confusion. We hope they may be a 
help until normal service is resumed. 

Village Calendar

Guiding principles 
Our approach to making decisions about specific events, services 
or issues can be guided by these principles: 
 
Be calm and trust the advice given by relevant authorities. 
 
Protect the vulnerable. It’s not just your health, but the 
health of others who may be more vulnerable. 
 
Continue to love our neighbour. Respect their needs and 
concerns as much as your own - but safely. If you have a 
neighbour living alone and isolated they would appreciate a call. 
 
Be transparent and open with one another, sharing accurate 
and up to date information. 
 
Be creative when making decisions - “how can we do this 
differently in these circumstances”.
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Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting tbc 
Monday 20 April 2020, 
Memorial Hall, 7pm

It is times like these that bring out the best and worst in people, and luckily we seem to be 
experiencing the best being brought out of our parishioners, with the extremely quick and 
efficient setting up of the Benenden Action Team - volunteers from around the village who are 
there to fetch and carry, share and care for the self-isolating and vulnerable during these strange 
times. Deep gratitude is extended to all those involved, and especially Guy Hagan and Ruth Clark 
- you are all doing a fantastic job. 
 
And now something cheerful for us to think about for the future - our Borough and County 
Councillor, Sean Holden, has offered grants of £1,000 to each of his six parishes to purchase  
40 reasonably sized starter trees, planted, composted and rabbit proofed by the Marden-based 
company Golden Hill Nurseries. Sean has suggested silver birches, but we can request other 
indigenous species if we prefer. And if we wanted to organise the planting of the trees ourselves, 
we could have as many as 80 trees. 
 
Obviously the best time for planting these bare-root trees would be in the autumn, so over  
the next couple of months it would be great if you could feed back to the Parish Council your 
ideas as to what type of trees we should order and where we should plant them. Something to 
take your minds off the current rather gloomy situation, looking forward to a time when we are 
virus free. 
 
Keep safe and well, everyone, and let’s be thankful that we have such a great community here that 
will pull us through these challenging times. 
 
Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair 
01580 240364   nic.jthomas@btinternet.com 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on facebook



45 & 51 High Street 
Tenterden

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

Namaste Kids & Teens 
Yoga

Fun & lively classes 
Qualified from 2yrs to 18yrs 

 

Teaching in Benenden Village Hall, 
Benenden Pre-School  

& local schools. 
 

email: Hayley@namastekids.co.uk 
@namastekidsteens

FREE 
Trial 

Class 
Available

Divorce Support 
Emotional support throughout 
the divorce process 
Help with paperwork including 
Form E 
 
Divorce Recovery 
Guiding you through the pain, 
isolation and loneliness 
 
Divorce Coaching 
Building a new life and  
moving forward 
 
Support for Men and Women

www.jwdivorcesupport.co.uk 
julie@jwdivorcesupport.co.uk 

07977 777306

Julie Wilson  
JW DIVORCE SUPPORT

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 



Chatter in the living room 
“I’m worried about this coronavirus,” said the woven basket, as the lights went off and the 
household settled down for the night. There was a sigh from some of the other inhabitants. 

“Really there is no need to get in a paddy,” pleaded the clock on the mantelpiece. “We have 
heard all the advice. We are quite safe here.” 

“It’s all right for you but I keep being used for new fruit and you don’t know where it’s come 
from or who has handled it!” replied the basket indignantly. 

“I assure you it has all been washed,” confirmed the carved vase on top of the sideboard. “I 
can see straight into the kitchen. Besides that we have had no new additions recently, especially 
not from China or Italy.” 

“We had that biscuit box from Singapore,” piped up the coal scuttle. 
The beer mugs had lost interest and were chattering amongst themselves and there rose an 

argument over the licence fee for the television. One thought it should be free, another that 
there should be a licence and yet another that all channels should be paid for separately. 

“That way we could have as much football as we want,” claimed the solid pewter tankard. 
“Not at present you couldn’t,” moaned a pottery mug from Bulgaria. 
“At least you can watch something! I can’t see anything from here,” complained a beautiful 

orchid from the corner of the room. 
“Yes you can,” countered the clock, “you can look out into the garden anytime - even if it is 

raining, again!” 
“Apparently the flooding is not too bad around here, but the roads are like a slalom run 

round the potholes,” commented the Mongolian horseman. “I’d rather ride my horse.” 
 “Do you have cars in Mongolia?” asked a cheeky beer mug from the back of the crowd. 
“Of course we do,” returned the horseman. “Don’t show your ignorance just because I’m 

different and you’ve never heard of Mongolia.” Then he added: “Mind you, some of us do tend  
to drive them as if they are horses charging down the main highway of Ulaanbaatar!” 

“We should look on the positive side,” announced the clock. “We are wanted and appreciated 
- unlike those poor souls out on the streets with nowhere to go and whom no-one wants  
to know.” 

“And we have a safe home and have not been pushed into a plastic bag and stacked against 
the door of a closed charity shop,” chipped in the basket. “Think of those wretched refugees 
huddled up against the Turkish border in Syria.” 

“Also we are looked after and not put in a box in the attic - unlike the orphans dumped in 
forgotten orphanages,” added an exquisite Japanese doll. 

“And as for the hard-pressed NHS ...” said the recently repaired footstool. “A spot of 
superglue is all most of us would need, so we don’t need to make more pressure for the staff  
in the hospitals.” 

“Don’t mention isolation,” whispered the clock to the adjacent vase. “None of us is over 70!” 
 
Sue Fisher
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Just a Thought



Idyllic rural location 
Individual heated chalets  
housing up to four cats 
Also welcome rabbits,  

guinea pigs, hamsters etc. 
Come and see us before booking 

F o r e s t  
F a r m  
C a t  

H o t e l  

Call Lucy on 01580 242961 
or 07720 966374 

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk 
or see our website  

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

 
 

LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS 
  

Local Specialists with a Network of London & Regional Offices 

FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US 
  

   Lettings: 01580 720400         Sales: 01580 720000

ELECTRICIAN 
Do you want a safe, reliable, 

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician ? 
Security Lighting - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets        

Fault finding - L.E.D Lighting - New Builds & Extensions 
NEW FUSE BOARDS 

                              Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee 

I assure you of a quick response 

Call Nick now 01580279907 
email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk 
www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk 

       ELECTRICIAN 

 
 

Call Nick now 01580 279907

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
New Fuse Boards - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN
A beautiful collection of  
rustic & vintage furniture 

 and accessories 
 available to hire for any 

location or event 
www.village vintage.co.uk

Cosy farmhouse in idyllic  

rural location.  

Double and twin rooms 

available all year round.  

Home-cooked dinner  

by arrangement. 

 

01580 240506   

sarndenfarmhouse@gmail.com 

www.sarndenfarmhouse.com

Sarnden Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast

GARDEN POWER & LIGHTING
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Supporting one another  
in the village 
It’s truly amazing to see how the village is 
pulling together to support one another and 
its businesses at this time of crisis. Here we 
summarise what the shop, butcher, pubs and 
church are planning at the time of going to 
press, but please be aware that this may well 
change, so check current status with them by 
phone, website or on their Facebook pages. 

 
Village shop 
Benenden’s community shop aims to continue 
to supply basics and, for those who are self-
isolating and have no one to shop for them, 
they will be able to take orders and payment 
over the phone from the beginning of April. 
They can also supply frozen ready meals with 
instructions. Please note the new opening 
hours: 8.30am-3pm Monday to Saturday and  
9am-12noon on Sunday. 
Benenden’s Community Shop and Post Office   
279808 

 
Hinxden Farm Dairy 
Hinxden Dairy is happy to add new doorstep 
deliveries across the parish for milk, cream, 
crème fraiche, cheese and yogurt. Please 
contact them to arrange. 
Hinxden Farm Dairy   240685   
www.hinxdenfarmdairy.co.uk 

 

The butcher 
P. F. Ward & Sons may have to alter its operating 
procedures and restrict access and opening 
times so please call to check its status. 
Ward & Sons   240612 

 
Village pubs 
The Bull has closed for the time being and  
The Woodcock is providing a cooked meal 
delivery and collection service. Please call to 
order. Please check both pubs’ social media  
and websites for up to date information. 
The Bull at Benenden   240054   
www.thebullatbenenden.co.uk 
The Woodcock   240009   
www.thewoodcock.co.uk 

 
Dream Lashes, Nails and Brows 
The salon has temporarily closed but they  
will re-open the minute it’s safe to do so. 

 
St George’s Church 
During this time when all services have been 
suspended, Revd David Commander stresses 
that prayer is happening daily. Morning Prayer 
will be at 8am and Evening Prayer at 5pm in 
Benenden, and every Sunday he will conduct 
Communion alone in the benefice: 10am at St 
George’s and 5pm at the Mission Church. You 
are welcome to join him ‘in spirit’ then. He  
is using the Church of England’s ‘Worship at 
Home’ resource (www.churchofengland.org). 
The church website will include the latest 
information as the situation unfolds. 
St George’s Church   240658   
www.benendenchurch.org 

 

News and Events
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A professional mobile service 
provided by fully insured 

Graduate Sports Therapist offering 
injury and posture assessment, 

treatment and exercise rehabilitation. 
 

Your aches and pains from overuse 
or sport participation can be eased 

through massage, mobilisations, 
stretching, taping and 
exercise rehabilitation. 

 
Rebecca Manford (BSc Hons MSST) 

07923 965601

OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

CARRIERS ROAD, CRANBROOK

 

Private Tuition 

in Benenden 
 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available
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Staying safe during the  
COVID-19 pandemic 
Keeping as safe as possible during the 
outbreak means following some simple advice: 
l  Wash your hands frequently with soap for  

at least 20 seconds or use a hand sanitiser. 
l  If you are coughing or sneezing use tissues  

and bin them or cough into your sleeve. 
l  Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands. 
l  Keep a couple of metres away from others, 

don’t shake hands or kiss them and avoid 
unwell people. 

l  The virus lives on hard surfaces, so keep them 
cleaned regularly. One part bleach to nine parts 
water is as good as proprietary cleaners. 

l  If you can, boost your immune system by eating 
a variety of fresh foods and keep hydrated. 

l  If you are elderly then try to stay active at 
home. Get up every 15 minutes if watching  
TV and, if you have a garden, walk around it. 

 
Stay at home to stop the spread 
Everyone must now stay at home to help stop  
the spread of coronavirus. This includes people  
of all ages - even if you do not have any symptoms 
or other health conditions. 
 
You can only leave your home: 
l  To shop for basic essentials - only when you 

really need to. 
l  To do one form of exercise a day - such as a 

run, walk or cycle, alone or with other people 
you live with. 

l  For any medical need - for example, to visit  
a pharmacy or deliver essential supplies to  
a vulnerable person. 

l  To travel to and from work - but only where 
this is absolutely necessary. 

 
What to do if you have coronavirus symptoms 
Continue to stay at home if you have either: 
l  A high temperature - this means you feel hot  

to touch on your chest or back. 
l  A new, continuous cough - this means coughing 

a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours. 

l  If your symptoms worsen then contact 111 
preferably through 111.nhs.uk. 

Peter Ellis

Good neighbours make a big difference. Many 
of us are already helping neighbours, friends and 
family in need. If you can, please swap numbers 
and email addresses with your neighbours and 
have a simple plan to provide mutual help in the 
event of self-isolation. 

In addition, the Benenden Action Team (BAT) 
has been set up by village volunteers to offer 
additional help to you as a ‘good neighbour’ if 
you need it and to those who cannot leave their 
houses because they are ill or self-isolating.  
It’s important to stress that BAT is not replacing 
the support you may already be giving, getting  
or hiring. It is just on hand if you need additional 
assistance. 

If you need the sort of help a neighbour 
might provide then please call or text your 
closest BAT contact below. Each is supported by 
several volunteers and if you would like to 
become one of these please contact Guy Hagan. 
Village centre   Olivia Collier   07587 418635 
 
Walkhurst Road   Mary Cruse   240395 
 
New Pond Road   Abigail Barbier   07540 725577 
 
Iden Green   Sheila Hume   240838 
 
Dingleden   Georgina Toynbee   07872 960846 
 
East End   Graham Beveridge   07850 718416 
 
Cranbrook Road   Peter Thomas   07766 420254 
(from crossroads to Apple Pie Farm and Nineveh) 
 
BAT coordinator   Guy Hagan   07515 275150   
guy@rawfellconstruction.co.uk 

 
Remember coronavirus is contagious. Please 

take every precaution: avoid physical contact 
(keep 2m distance), wash your hands regularly, 
and if you are delivering items to those who are 
self-isolating leave them on the doorstep. 
 
For more information: 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19



Providing diagnostic 
and surgical
services 
throughout
Kent and
East Sussex

24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service

Mobile and 
Clinic based Services

www.milbournequine.co.uk

Hawkhurst
01580 752301

Ashford
01233 500505

Also at Rye and Canterbury

Caring for 
your pet’s 
health every 
step of 
the way

www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk
24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service available

CINQUE PORTS VETS
Dedicated to your pet’s well being

Hawkhurst 
Veterinary Surgery
01580 752187

Tenterden
Veterinary Surgery

01580 763309
Surgeries also at Rye, Ashford, Lydd and Wye

Greenacre Landscapes  
Creating Beautiful Gardens 

since 1963 
 

Specialists in Private Garden 
Design & Construction 

Patios - Brickwork - Decking 
 Stonework - Ponds/Lakes  

Water Features - Planting Schemes 
Groundworks 

Detailed Plans - Portfolio Available  
Free Consultation  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
01580 240085      01892 722412  
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

Everything Outside
Every job is treated with a professional, 

friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured 
William Smith 

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232 
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.everything-outside.co.uk

GARDENING l LANDSCAPING l PATIOS 

FENCING l MOWING l HEDGE TRIMMING 

DRAINAGE l CLEARANCE l DIGGER WORK 

TREE SURGERY l CONCRETING



Talking Shop 
I am sure everyone will understand why we 
have closed the café until further notice.  
The shop opening hours are now 8.30am-3pm 
Monday to Saturday and 9am-12noon on Sunday. 

We are currently offering a delivery service 
to vulnerable residents who cannot leave 
home and only in the Benenden Parish. We will 
be able to take orders and payment over the 
phone by early April but please be aware that 
we can only supply what we have in stock and 
will include frozen ready meals. Orders will be 
delivered the next day and we want to thank 
the many volunteers who will be helping us  
do this. 

Please do not stockpile. There is enough if 
everyone is sensible. Please also let us know  
if you are happy to join our volunteer delivery 
team by emailing: info@benendens.co.uk. The 
more the merrier so that we can cover 
different areas and share the load if need be. 

Please call 279808 to place your order. 
Mel Harris   info@benendens.co.uk 

 
 
 

Benenden Village Trust  
and Village Hall news 
Benenden Village Hall, including the Parish 
Office, is now closed until further notice as  
the ongoing situation regarding the COVID-19 
pandemic has made it impossible to continue 
operating as normal. The playground and public 
toilets will be closed as well. 

Our core staff will be using this time to 
work on ways of improving the hall, so that we 
are ready to reopen for you better than ever, 
and we welcome any suggestions. The usual 
email address and phone number will still be 
operational, so feel free to reach out with any 
queries. We wish you well and look forward  
to welcoming you back fit and healthy in  
due course. 
David Harmsworth   240371   
bvttrust@gmail.com 

The Bull at Benenden  
your family run village pub 
The Bull at Benenden has been trading since 
1608. Mark and I have been here for 16 years 
and have had a wonderful time looking after 
our customers. In these unprecedented times 
we would like to thank you so much for all of 
your continued support and hope to see you 
all again very soon. Please follow us on 
instagram @bullbenenden or check out our 
Facebook page or website for regular updates. 

With our best wishes for a happy and 
healthy spring. 
Lucy, Mark and family 

 
 
 

Village lunch 
It is with with huge regret but for the good of 
all that we have decided to cancel the village 
lunch until further notice. We look forward to 
seeing everyone again in happier times. 
Sheila Hume   240838 
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BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07484 744200 
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

• Garden Maintenance
• Hedge Cutting
• Weeding & Pruning
• Mowing & Strimming
• Patio & Decking Cleaning 
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• One Off or Regular Visits
• Professional & Reliable Service
• Fully Insured

07517 930 100
01580 240 010 

25%
OFF

F I R S T  J O B

DOGwalkingTN17

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular

Town and Country 
Travel in Style 
Business and Social Pleasure  
Allows you to drink  
like a Lord and  
leave like a Lady!  
To Book Text: 
07785 11 20 21  
or Call: 
01580 441 302  
or Email: 
book@elbaprivatehire.com 
www.elbaprivatehire.com

“We go that extra mile” 
Lady & Gentlemen Drivers

 
Bargain Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate and LVT supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Our mission is to help all those affected by 
dementia within our community of Tenterden and the

surrounding villages

Musical Memories  ~  Every Tuesday
From 10.45am - 12 noon

Highbury Hall, Highbury Lane, Tenterden TN30 6LE

Come and Sing!
Not only is it good fun, but singing is

scientifically proven to  promote good health
and a feel-good factor.

Music students from Homewood School 6th Form Centre
will be performing and singing along too and refreshments

will be served to keep the throats well lubricated.

Just The Ticket Memory Café ~ Every Friday 
From 10.00am - 12 noon at The Refreshment Room,

Kent & East Sussex Railway ~ Tenterden Town Station
An opportunity to meet with others in our community

living with and caring for those with dementia.
Good company, new friendships,

with plenty of tea,coffee and cake!

www.dementiafriendlytenterden.co.uk
Please take a look at our website for further information
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School governors join forces 
with Goudhurst 
Parents at Benenden Church of England 
Primary School have been invited to stand  
for election as parent governors following  
the news that the long-awaited federation  
with Goudhurst & Kilndown School has finally 
been approved and will be in place from the 
beginning of April. 

After a six-week consultation period, the 
governing boards of both schools received 
responses that were 79% in favour of the 
proposal to federate, and voted unanimously 
to proceed with the move. The two individual 
governing boards have ceased to exist and the 
new federated board has places for two parent 
governors, who will be elected by the parent 
body of both schools collectively. 

The unanimous vote by both boards to 
federate was the conclusion of a great deal  
of work by governors and leaders over the  
last two years. It will be nearly a year since 
Mrs Roberts has been leading both schools 
and governors have been working jointly. 

Sarah Martin (chair of Benenden) and Jo 
Hinde (chair of Goudhurst & Kilndown) have 
written to parents stating that “both schools 
have already gained a great deal from this  
close collaboration and creating a federation 
formalises this and provides a stronger  
base from which to carry on our work to 
continually improve the quality of education, 
personal development and care your child 
receives during their time at school”. 

Meanwhile, there has been a change in 
personnel at Benenden, with Mrs Smith taking 
early retirement after six years as a class 
teacher and assistant head at the school.  
She leaves on Wednesday 1 April, while  
Mrs Hutchings will teach Year 3 full-time  
for the rest of the academic year. 
Peter Thomas

Neighbourhood Development 
Plan 
Regulation 14 review completed 
After a series of meetings, much discussion and 
study of national and borough planning policy, the 
Regulation 14 Review team have completed their 
work. As I have described in the pages of this 
magazine over the past few months, we received 
a great deal of comment and suggestions, plus of 
course a petition from over 160 people, and all 
input received during the consultation period 
will be published on the NDP website by April. 

The NDP team are now busy amending the 
Regulation 14 Draft Plan. This includes assessing 
some new sites which have come forward over 
the past few months. Once all changes have been 
made, the Regulation 15 Draft Plan will be sent 
for a ‘health check’ to expert consultants, then  
to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, who will 
check that it complies with planning regulations. 

After any further changes are made, it will  
be sent for a ‘health check’ to independent 
consultants, who may advise on further 
amendments if required. The Regulation 15 Draft 
Plan will then be formally submitted to TWBC 
and from there they take responsibility for  
taking the process forward. The local authority 
will publicise the plan (Regulation 16) for a 
further six-week consultation period, giving  
all stakeholders a chance to study the revised 
plan, and to make representations if they wish  
to do so. 

Once these representations have been given 
further consideration, then TWBC will arrange 
for the independent examination to take place. 
This will consider whether the neighbourhood 
plan meets the basic conditions and other legal 
requirements. If successful at the examination 
stage, with modifications if necessary, then 
TWBC will arrange for the NDP referendum  
to take place. 

But for now, another major piece of work  
has been completed and I would like to thank 
the team for their efforts. 
Paul Tolhurst 
Chair, Benenden NDP Steering Group 
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Visit England 5* Gold with breakfast award  
Julie Jex: 01580 240434  |  jjjex@icloud.com 

www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk

A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast  
with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the 
beautiful Kent countryside. 
 
Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens  
and paddock with splendid views over beautiful  
Wealden countryside. 
 
Enjoy a swim in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal)  
or a game of tennis on our court within the grounds. 
 
Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE 

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

Annabel Lear GARDENS

A flexible approach to improving your garden 
Free initial site visit

annabellear@btinternet.com 
Find me on Instagram @annabel_leargardens



 

THE RELUCTANT MOTHER 
by Mary Kellett 
 
The blackbird sat in the birdbath, 
Soaking her aching legs, 
She’d forgotten her mother had told her 
She had to sit on the wretched eggs. 
 
She had been quite proud when she laid them 
They were such a beautiful blue, 
Then her mother came round to admire them, 
With advice, as all mothers do. 
 
But she didn’t pay that much attention 
as her mother went on and on, 
“Always count them” (yeah, yeah), 
“Keep them warm”(whatever), 
Yes Mum, they’ll  be fine ... Oh, she’s gone. 
 
But one bit of advice she’d forgotten 
That her mother had made very clear, 
“Whatever you do, do not leave them alone 
Beware of the magpies, my dear.” 
 
Her partner did his bit, well, sort of, 
He came round with the odd worm or two 
But given the chance, 
with no backward glance 
He was off with his pals, as they do. 
 
So she sat on the eggs for ages, (bo-o-oring) 
Just longing for freedom and fun 
Then off she did skip for a quick one off trip, 
but returned to find the nest ... gone. 
 
There in its place was a big empty space 
On the ground were bits of blue shell 
Her nest had been ripped up and scattered 
The eggs taken and eaten (oh, hell) 
 
And then she remembered the warning 
Her mother had made very clear, 
Whatever you do, do not leave them alone, 
Remember the magpies. my dear. 
 
That day was never forgotten, 
The shame and the sorrow (boo hoo) 
The magpies had triumphed 
Her mother was right 
She would listen next time, as you do.

Flowers from and on  
the farm 
Spring is upon us and with it comes an 
abundance of flowers and Benenden’s two 
‘Flowers from the Farm’ businesses will 
continue to operate. You can pick up Hannah’s 
Garden bouquets from the village shop and 
Blue Hen Flowers from Charity Farm and 
Hartley Dyke Farm Shop. 

In addition, Sheila Hume has opened her 
Blue Hen flower field until 10 April to allow 
you to pick tulips and narcissi on your own. 
Just visit her website and book a private slot 
for £10. After that the field will reopen at  
the beginning of May. Take a flask and, after 
picking, sit with a cup of something in the  
field for the remainder of your hour. Please 
take something to take your flowers home  
in or take them dry and recut and hydrate 
when home. 
bluehenflowers.com 
hannahsgarden.net 

 
 
 

The Friends of St George’s 
As you can imagine, coronavirus has wreaked 
havoc with our events programme this year. 
Our Magic and Music evening in March had to 
be cancelled at the last moment, but we will 
book this event again. Our AGM, due to be 
held on 20 April, has been postponed for the 
time being. Other cancelled events include the 
Lyra St Petersburg ensemble on 8 May and the 
Marsh Warblers on 13 June. 

Who knows when things might return to 
some semblance of normality, but we hope 
that we will still be able to continue with the 
Music Scholars of Benenden School concert in 
October and our ever-popular annual quiz on 
20 November. 
Clive Turner, Membership Secretary



Geoff Tiltman  
Gardens & Groundworks 

City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT 
Creating Gardens of Distinction 

 
Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas, 

Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting, 
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy, 
All Garden Construction and 

Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken 
 

Free Quotations - Keen Prices 
 

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours 
Mobile 07775 694 963 

geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk 
 

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND  
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

Saint RSaint Ronan’onan’s Sc Schoolhool
Hawkhurst, Kent • Founded 1883 • www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 • Day & Boarding • Forest School

Discover the magic! Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk

or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.

MEET
 YOUR MP
Helen Grant
Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone and the Weald, 
holds regular surgeries around the constituency. 

If you would like to arrange an appointment to 
discuss an issue of concern to you, please e-mail 
Helen at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk or 
telephone 020 7219 7107.

helengrant.org

@HelenGrantMPntMP

HelenGrantMP Promoted by Helen Grant MP, of House Promoted by Helen Grant MP, of House of Cof Commons, London SW1A 0AAommons, London SW1A 0AA
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16 4 5 11 17 7 17
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CROSSWORD  No 22 (Tricky) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22

23 24

25 26

Each number represents a letter. Break the code and  
complete the grid. Three letters have been given to help you. 
Heavy lines denote a new word.

CROSSWORD No19  (Tricky)

CODEWORD No19  (Easy)

FOURWORD

MINDBENENDERS  By ASCII

  

4
6 5 2 3 8

4 1 9
1 6 8

7 3 5
5 6

3 4 5 2
6 4 7

2 8

Each column, 
row and block 
must contain 
numbers 1 to 
9 in any order. 
Each number 
can be used 
only once in 
each column, 
row or block.

In the grid, place  
all of these letters  
to make the same  
four words across  
and down.  
Four clues are  
given to help you. 
 
BDDDEEEEIIIILNNN

1  Meal for police officer in Newcastle? 
2  Told you already! 
3  River of nickel and the French 
4  Paradise Lost over Suez?

SUDOKU

 
1 2 3

H
4 5

P
6 7

Y
8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

      Across 
 8   Pick each gram for curry, maybe (8) 
 9   No other method to drive down here safely (3-3) 
10  Punish on the fly? (6) 
11   Too many trying to make the cut? (5,3) 
12  Similar to 8 but departing more quickly, perhaps (5-3) 
13  Spend on free range eggs? (6) 
14  Gals guard tea-urn sweetener (10,5) 
18  Flag waver in office (6) 
20  Solid protection from rapidly moving vehicle? (8) 
23  Head over heels at degree of Calvin Klein’s turnover (8) 
24  9 making headway? (6) 
25  Sounds like the Spanish cat’s a bit tasty (6) 
26  To help George VI’s sad lot, Queen had a way with words (8) 
 
      Down 
 1   Be quiet; we are not shut down! Quite the reverse (4,2) 
 2   Clean dirt from poor accordionist; it could become an event (8) 
 3   Take care when raising castle tower (6) 
 4   Ugly capitalist preps but time’s already gone by (4,11) 
 5   Acquire a truckload of feathers? (8) 
 6   8 and 12’s crazy cousin? (6) 
 7   Mum exclaims before sun-god affirms, in German, a Great King (8) 
15  Hire vehicle to tear up motor-way? (4-1-3) 
16  Flooring is one I mull terribly over (8) 
17  Blow is a class above (8) 
19  Printer goes for plane tattoo (3-3) 
21  Deadly horns I would avoid (6) 
22  Links with southern-produced tea? (6) 

1 2 3 4 

2 
      

3 
      

4 
      



Iden Green and Benenden WI 
A jolly time was had by all at our latest  
social event. As well as the usual abundance  
of activities, one of our members gave an 
interesting talk on the origins of knitting, 
crocheting and embroidery. It was fascinating 
to learn that in the early years it was the men 
who worked on these creative crafts. Another 
member presented a synopsis of her life as  
a volunteer, which was supplemented by a 
variety of additional comments from members 
who recollected similar experiences. 

Due to government recommendations  
our last meeting was cancelled, plus the  
coffee morning and future meetings until 
further notice. I have secured a credit note  
to postpone our meal at the Cherry Tree  
so that once this situation is resolved we  
can continue as planned. 

We have a number of ladies who live alone. 
Please keep in contact by telephone to pass  
on news and views. It’s important to speak to 
at least one person each day and don’t forget 
those exercises. Once this is over the Singing 
for Health group will restart, so please keep 
practising. Meanwhile, any of our committee 
members would be pleased to hear from you 
at any time. 

We hope you all take care and keep well. 
Jackie Liffen   752232   WI@daisystar.co.uk 

Benenden School news 
Despite the dreadful storms and coronavirus, 
there are plenty of reasons for optimism  
here at Benenden. Our 1st lacrosse team  
were runners-up in the National Schools 
Lacrosse Championships (knocking out last 
year’s winners en route), which is a fantastic 
result. Our other teams all performed strongly, 
with the U15A reaching the semi-finals. This 
event is the pinnacle of the school’s lacrosse 
season and we are delighted with the  
girls’ performance. 

British Science Week was an exciting 
opportunity for us, and we organised a  
series of excellent events featuring an array  
of experts in their fields which showcased 
science to our pupils and gave everybody 
plenty to think about. Similarly, some of  
our older students organised a Winning  
in the Workplace evening, which tied in 
perfectly with International Women’s Day,  
in which prominent women in business and 
politics spoke about their experiences and 
offered advice. 

We were also honoured to welcome the 
acclaimed British actor Charles Dance to 
Benenden for a special event in the theatre. 
After enjoying dinner with the drama scholars, 
Mr Dance answered questions from the 
evening’s host, our Director of Drama, and 
from pupils. 

At the same time, work continues to 
progress on our new school hall and music 
school. On the music school the internal 
blockwork is nearing completion, the roof 
coverings have started to be installed and  
soon the cladding to the external façade will 
start to be erected. The school hall structural 
walls are starting to show the curved shape of 
the building and the majority of the walls are 
nearly at roof level. In addition, the link bridge 
between the two buildings is cast and in place. 
Overall, it is a very exciting time at Benenden. 
Samantha Price, Headmistress 
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A beautiful 17th century refurbished pub and 
restaurant nestled in the heart of Iden Green TN17 4HT  
 

During this time of crisis The Woodcock  
is providing a cooked meal delivery and 
collection service.  
 
To order please call  
01580 240009. 
 
Please check our social 
media and website for  
up to date information. 

The Woodcock Inn



Benenden Pre-School news 
Along with many other educational 
establishments, we have closed our doors  
for an uncertain length of time and now  
starts a period of our Pre-Schoolers staying  
at home, their parents creating activities and 
entertainment for them. It will be important  
to put at least a loose daily routine in place,  
as children feel comfortable with structure  
and enjoy having limits. 

Creative activities are gold dust, offering 
children opportunities to explore their 
imaginations through materials such a washing-
up bowl of water with a plastic jug and a 
kitchen whisk, a blanket draped over a table  
to make a den, or an old handbag in which  
to collect leaves and twigs in the garden. 

Kindness and patience will be in high 
demand as we support our families. It will  
not be an easy time ahead and children may 
not necessarily understand why they cannot  
go out or play with their friends. We are 
providing Pre-School families with activity 
ideas on a weekly basis and are happy to  
share them via email at the address below.  
We wish all our families with young children 
well in the weeks ahead. 
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 
 
 

Save for the fete 
I am sure you will all understand that we have 
taken the sad decision to postpone the fete 
until later in the year when it is safe to hold  
it. We will publicise the new date once the 
situation is clearer. 

In the meantime, if you are using your  
time at home to clear out, then please keep 
unwanted books, bric-a-brac, jewellery and 
tools stored away ready to donate to the fete 
when we hold it. We rely on your generosity, 
so please keep those treasures safe for us. 
Joy Rowlands   07486 660498   
joyrowlands824@yahoo.com 

Lockdown 
 

by Brother Richard Hendrick 
a Capuchin Franciscan living in Ireland 
 
Yes, there is fear. 
Yes, there is isolation. 
Yes, there is panic buying. 
Yes, there is sickness. 
Yes, there is even death. 
 
But, 
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise 
You can hear the birds again. 
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 
The sky is no longer thick with fumes 
But blue and grey and clear. 
They say that in the streets of Assisi 
People are singing to each other across the empty squares, 
Keeping their windows open so that those who are alone 
May hear the sounds of family around them. 
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 
Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 
Today a young woman I know 
Is busy spreading fliers with her number through the 

neighbourhood 
So that the elders may have someone to call on. 
 
Today churches, synagogues, mosques and temples 
Are preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick,  

the weary. 
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting. 
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a  

new way. 
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality. 
To how big we really are. 
To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters. 
To love. 
 
So, we pray and we remember that 
Yes, there is fear, 
But there does not have to be hate. 
Yes, there is isolation, 
But there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes, there is panic buying, 
But there does not have to be meanness. 
Yes there is sickness, 
But there does not have to be disease of the soul. 
Yes, there is even death, 
But there can always be a rebirth of love. 
 
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 
Today, breathe. 
Listen behind the factory noises of your panic 
The birds are singing again 
The sky is clearing, 
Spring is coming, 
And we are always encompassed by love. 
Open the windows of your soul 
And though you may not be able 
To touch across the empty square, 
Sing.



Topsoils  Composts  Barks  Grass Seed  Aggregates  Decorative Stones 
Small Bags, Bulk Bags or Loose Loads 

Delivered or Collected 

ENJOYING TODAY 
EDUCATING FOR TOMORROW

Pre-register online marlboroughhouseschool.co.uk
Marlborough House School, Hawkhurst, Kent, TN18 4PY 

Open Morning 
Friday 15th May, 9.30am – 12pm

PRE-PREP & PREP  |  BOYS & GIRLS 3-13 YEARS  |  DAY & FLEXI BOARDING 

70% success rate for senior school scholarships

‘Excellent’ academic and pastoral care (ISI rated)

Pre-Senior Baccalaureate for Years 7 and 8

150 years of traditional values and family ethos 

YEAR 7 ENTRY  
SCHOLARSHIPS  

OFFERED

B O O K S  
W A N T E D  

I N  G O O D  C O N D I T I O N  
F O R  

B E N E N D E N  V I L L A G E  C H U R C H  F E T E  
I N  T H E  A U T U M N  

 
B O O K S  O F  A L L  G E N R E S  W E L C O M E  

R E A D  U N R E A D  
P A P E R B A C K  H A R D B A C K  

F I C T I O N  N O N - F I C T I O N  
O L D  N E W   

I F  Y O U  P L A N  T O  S O R T  O U T  Y O U R  
B O O K S  W H I L E  A T  H O M E  P L E A S E  

K E E P  T H E M  S T O R E D  F O R  U S .  
 

W E  W I L L  G I V E  D R O P - O F F  /  
C O L L E C T I O N  D E T A I L S  I N   

A  F U T U R E  I S S U E .



Remembering the village’s 
past life 
One of our remoter readers, Paul O’Donovan, 
who keeps in touch from southern Oregon  
in the United States, has very kindly sent us  
a digitised version of a picture dating from the 
1950s, featuring the commissioning of the  
new bus shelter in the village, opposite the 
King William pub. 

“Dad, Grandad, Pop Horton and Daphne 
Moore are a given,” says Paul, “but there are  
so many faces that I readily recognise but fail 
to identify by name. I’d love to see more or  
all names added, if just for personal interest.” 

Can any of our readers shed more light on 
the line-up in this snapshot of a bygone age?  
If you can, please reply to: 
benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com

MINDBENENDERS  Answers 
CROSSWORD No19 
Across:  8 Chickpea, 9 One-way, 10 Strafe, 11 Tenon saw,  
12 Split-pea, 13 Outlay, 14 Granulated sugar, 18 Ensign,  
20 Carapace, 23 Backflip, 24 Inroad, 25 Gateau, 26 Eloquent 
 
Down:  1 Shut up, 2 Occasion, 3 Upkeep, 4 Past participles, 
5 Download, 6 Peanut, 7 Maharaja, 15 Rent-a-car,  
16 Linoleum, 17 Uppercut, 19 Ink-jet, 21 Rhinos, 22 Chains 

CODEWORD No19 
123

L
45678910111213

1415161718192021222324
Z

25
A

26
O

X

K

B

C

W

H

E

N

G

P

I

Z

V

Y

J

R

D

S

M

T

F

Q

A

L

U

          

285137469
769542138
413896752
124953687
896721345
357468291
971384526
648275913
532619874

FOURWORD 
1 DINE, 2 IBID, 3 NILE, 4 EDEN

SUDUKO 



 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

Every Weekday in St George’s Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs  

Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www. b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call Holly on 
07419 989830 for details

For more information please visit www.benendenhospital.org.uk/gp 

The Benenden Hospital Trust is a company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England, number 3454120. Registered charity number 1065995, 

Registered Office, The Benenden Hospital Trust, Goddards Green Road, 

Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4AX

25 minute 
appointments 

for £95

Fitting a GP appointment into your busy schedule can 

be tricky, especially if you’re feeling under the weather. 

Benenden Hospital offers flexible appointment times and 

25-minute slots, so there’s plenty of time to discuss any 

concerns or questions you may have. 



Looking North from Iden Green 

Photograph: Peter Driver

Free, online, boredom-busting 
resources 
What can we do to keep ourselves and our 
family active and occupied at this time of 
lockdown? Looking after our mental and health 
wellbeing is paramount. In addition to working 
from home, gardening, spring cleaning and doing 
those jobs that you have been putting off (for 
years in my case), I have found a huge wealth  
of resources online for all interests. 

If you can, go online, explore and you will 
discover a treasure trove of books, games,  
virtual tours, free education, podcasts and  
step-by-step videos on almost anything. I realise 
that the suggestions below are just the tip of  
the iceberg, but you get the idea. 

 
KEEP FIT  Fitness videos abound on YouTube, 
which makes it easy to find one that works for 
you, many with plans to follow. For example, 
every day at 9am the Body Coach gives a live  
PE session. I particularly like the NHS fitness 
studio site with videos and guides to aerobics, 
yoga, building strength, and even belly dancing! 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-fitness-studio/ 

 
BBC SOUNDS  I listen to something on BBC 
Sounds every day through my computer or 
mobile. You can access any national or local  
BBC radio station live or scroll through past 
programmes and catch up. It’s packed full of 
drama, documentaries, podcasts and music. 
www.bbc.co.uk/sounds 

 
MUSIC  Gareth Malone has launched an ‘at 
home’ digital choir to boost the nation’s morale 
during coronavirus self-isolation. The Great 
British Home Chorus is bringing amateur and 
professional performers around the UK together 
to sing and play together online. Register online. 
decca.com/greatbritishhomechorus/ 

 

YOUNG CHILDREN  CBeebies is just wonderful 
for the very young, for games, watch and sing, 
puzzles, fun experiments and lots of ideas about 
things you can do at home. For those with heaps 
of Lego take the 30-day Lego challenge with a 
new task, from building a spaceship to a thief-
proof safe. Just Google and print. 
www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies 

 
LEARN AND EXPLORE  There is something to 
suit everyone online. When you find something 
great why not pass it on to friends and family. 
Here are mine. 

Chatterpack was sent to me and it’s packed 
full of links to great resources for all ages. 
www.chatterpack.net/blogs/blog/list-of-online-
resources-for-anyone-who-is-isolated-at-home 

You can take a virtual tour of famous 
museums and art galleries such as the British 
Museum, the Van Gogh Museum, the Guggenheim 
and more. 

Currently I plan to learn ten useful things to 
say in French, German, Spanish, Portuguese and 
Italian before I take a free course in one of them. 
www.bbc.co.uk/languages 

 
JUST NEED TO CHAT?  This is a stressful and 
anxious time, but particularly for those living  
on their own. If you would just like to chat,  
then contact your local BAT person and they  
will arrange for someone to call. Also, the Silver 
Line is a free confidential helpline providing 
information, friendship and advice to older 
people. It’s open 24 hours a day, every day  
on 0800 4 70 80 90. 

 
Finally - I admit that during my research  

I spent most time watching live streams of 
animals at Edinburgh Zoo, including their 
penguins, pandas, tigers and koalas. Addictive! 
www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams 
Ruth Clark

Activities



The girls were taught together, at home, by a 
governess until at age 12 they came to England, 
attending Ravens Croft School on the sea front 
at Eastbourne. To come from a place where there 
were few children to an English boarding school 
of 72 girls could have been daunting. For Jean and 
Jill, however, it was marvellous. They both adored 
school and particularly, but not unsurprisingly, 
physical activity and sport. 

It would not be until 1947 that their father 
returned to England to live in Benenden. By this 
time, Jill was married, having left Simla in 1946. 
She recalls her time in Nasik Transit Camp, in 
what was then Bombay (now Mumbai), employed 
by the WVS as PA to General Cowan, awaiting  
a boat to take her to Japan. In Japan, Jill once 
again found herself in a camp where, needing  
a wedding dress, she acquired a US parachute 
which a Japanese seamstress used to make  
one for her. When came time to pay, all the 
seamstress wanted were Jill’s brown army shoes! 
She remembers walking home barefoot, 
overjoyed with her purchase. 

Jean and Jill have known Benenden for a  
very long time. Their father bought a house  
in the village and it was here that Jean came  
to live in 1947, though not for long. She soon 
took a job as assistant librarian at Sandhurst 
Military Academy in Surrey, where she met 
husband-to- 
be, Pat.  
The wedding 
took place  
in 1949 in 
Benenden 
church, which 
Jean recalls 
had no proper 
heating, “... just 
a big iron 
stove”.  
After the 
honeymoon, 
Jean and  
Pat moved  
to Malaysia. 
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Benenden’s intrepid sisters 
Russell Cruse talks to the twins who  
started life in the Himalayas and ended up  
in our village 
If you have spent any time at all in Benenden,  
you cannot fail to have noticed, whatever the 
weather, two figures determinedly walking the 
lanes. Frequently arm in arm and often deep  
in conversation, these two have known one 
another their entire lives. For most of us, I 
imagine, such an observation would be a mere 
figure of speech, but in this case it happens to  
be true, for they are twin sisters. 

Jean and Jill Grant were born in 1923 in  
Simla, (the ‘Summer Capital’ of British India) 
which lies in the south-western ranges of the 
Himalayas. As can be imagined, theirs was no 
ordinary childhood. They recall that there were 
no cars in Simla at that time, so they had to  
walk everywhere, an activity that they enjoy to 
this day. Later, they would take to horseback as  
a preferred mode of travel. 

Jill and Jean today

Jill, 1949

Spotlight
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Jill (her husband Dennis having been posted 
to Korea) also lived in Benenden around this 
time and it was here that her second and third 
children were born. Soon afterwards, Dennis 
returned to be based at Larkhill (the home of 
the Royal Artillery at Salisbury) and Jill recalls 
the quarters they were assigned and particularly 
the Elsan toilet, which had to be emptied each 
time into a freshly dug hole in the ground. Not 
an easy task with a baby on your arm. 

In the 1970s, Jean and her husband lived  
in Nepal (where they took a couple of tents 
and trekked from one end of the country to  
the other). And so, it was not until 1980 that  
Jill and Jean found themselves both living in 
Benenden once more, Jean at the house that 
had been their father’s and Jill, a few hundred 
yards away, in the house her aunt had left her. 

Having spent so much of their long lives in 
Benenden, the sisters have seen many changes. 
Fuggles Garage and Taxi Services (which 
provided the Rolls-Royce for Jean’s wedding)  
is long gone but the name lives on in Fuggles 
Court, which was built on the site. Then there 
was the Police House in Leybourne Dell, where 

Jill with her children, 1950s

Jean and Pat on their wedding day, Benenden, 1949

lived the village policeman, Constable Flitter, 
and Dr Penny’s surgery (formerly Dr Cole’s)  
is now a residence, as is the Brick Kiln Oast, 
workshop of Mr Feaver, the leather worker,  
who made and repaired shoes and saddlery  
in Walkhurst Lane. 

Both women remember Collingwood 
‘Cherry’ Ingram, of course, and recall  
Mr Christmas, the carrier of Iden Green,  
who would pick up luggage from Cranbrook 
Station and cart it back to Benenden, as well  
as a seemingly remarkable woman called Molly 
Hall, who lived in Iden Green, was a missionary 
in Africa and played cricket for Benenden. 

Their frequent walks up and down Walkhurst 
Lane (as it was) are now rather blighted by the 
number of vehicles using it, but remain a source 
of pleasure for them both. 

 
We are sad to report that shortly after this 

interview, Jill contracted a virus, from which, on  

11 February 2020 she died. With Jean’s approval, 

this article is offered as a memorial and a tribute  

to Jill in recognition of her long association with 

the village.



01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local 
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and 
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and 
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property 
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not 
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at 
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost 
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.  

LEADERS IN 
LOCAL PROPERTY 
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in 
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for 
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET   ROLVENDEN LAYNE   £3,250 PCM
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 Pipes & Nails 
 

l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No callout charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamille@yahoo.co.uk 
www.pipesandnails.com

Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 

receive your brochure  

Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 

tailored packages of personal care 

that can help people stay in their  

own home for as long as possible, 

rather than going into a care home 

before it’s really needed. We assist  

those who need help due to 

fraility, disability or illness to live 

as independently as possible, with 

comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please text FOOD35 £3  
to 70070 to buy a meal  

for someone in crisis
Please look at the website for details on 
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover 
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk



Small acts of kindness that 
make a big difference 
While many of us are lucky enough to not 
need support, many may need it at some  
time and that’s where several initiatives  
in Benenden and Iden Green can make a 
difference. They need donations of food, 
clothes and other supplies that are given  
to those in financial difficulty or homeless. 
Plus, Revd David Commander has introduced 
a scheme where vouchers which can be 
redeemed at Benenden’s Community Shop.

Village Charities

Catching Lives 
Useful 
Donations 
Food  Squash, fruit 
and veg, cooking oil, 
coffee, sugar, jams, 
UHT milk, cream, 
gravy powder, flour, 
brown sauce, 
mustard, stock 
cubes, dried herbs 
and spices, baking 
powder, pickles, 
cocoa powder and 
biscuits. No tea bags, 
dried pasta or rice. 
 
Toiletries  Shower 
gel, disposable 
razors, baby wipes, 
cotton buds, tissues, 
hair gel, nail scissors, 
combs, brushes, lip 
balm, hand cream. 
No toothbrushes, 
toothpaste or soap 
as they have plenty. 
 
Other  Toilet rolls, 
greaseproof paper, 
foil, cling film, floor 
cleaners, cleaning 
cloths, rubber gloves, 
washing up liquid, 
sleeping bags, tents, 
shoes, T-shir ts, 
jumpers, trousers, 
underwear.

CATCHING LIVES 
A big thank you to 
everyone in the parish who 
has already donated things, 
time or funds to Catching 
Lives, an independent 
charity based in Canterbury 
that helps the homeless. 
Your support is invaluable 
and helps keep the night 
shelters that operate over 
the winter months and the 
year-round open centre 
properly equipped and 
staffed. St George’s Church 
has been supporting the 
charity for several years 
and, with your continued 
help, we can sustain our 
commitment to this 
important charity and 
cause. Please refer to the 
box right for a list of useful 
donations. 

Please leave donations 
for Catching Lives in St 
George’s Church porch. 
Tracy Claridge   
maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge. 
co.uk or  
Paul Hewitt   
phewitt1203@gmail.com 
www.catchinglives.org

BENENDEN VOUCHER SCHEME 
This new scheme shortly to be introduced, 
enabled by funding from Benenden’s Community 
Shop and St George’s Church, provides vouchers 
for supplies from the village shop, alongside help 
with larger shops if required and the sourcing or 
repairing of household and electrical items. “I 
know it can be difficult to ask for help, for yourself 
or someone else, but we will treat all requests 
with confidence and sensitivity,” says David 
Commander. “It’s wonderful that the shop is 
supporting this scheme and that it has been made 
possible by those that volunteer and shop there 
and use the café. This is another example of those 
in our community who have been blessed with 
much being able to help others who have little. 
This is taking care of one another.” 
Revd David Commander, St George’s Church   
240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com

THE HYGIENE BANK 
Many people locked in poverty or those who  
find themselves in times of crisis find their  
options restricted. This leaves them in impossible 
situations like choosing either to heat their home, 
pay their rent, eat or be clean. Hygiene poverty is 
shaming, humiliating and excluding and can result 
in social isolation. But you can help. 

The Hygiene Bank is a nationwide initiative that 
collects, sort and distributes products to hundreds 
of charities across the UK that support vulnerable 
and struggling people. They need toiletries, hygiene 
basics, personal care essentials and laundry 
detergent. If you need them and use them, then it 
is likely someone else needs and uses them too. 

Please leave donations for The Hygiene Bank  
at Benenden Primary School. 
www.thehygienebank.com

LEAVE WHAT YOU CAN. TAKE WHAT YOU NEED. 
Opposite the Catching Lives donation area in  
St George’s Church porch, is the collection point 
for the ‘Leave what you can. Take what you need’ 
initiative. If you have anything, such as food, 
toiletries or other useful items, in good condition 
then please place them here. In turn, if you need 
anything then please take it whenever you wish.



Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram

Your Local Independent Vet
Personalised, compassionate and caring service

Consultations at Pets World
Dog, cat and rabbit vaccinations

Home visits
Digni昀ed at home euthanasias

Pet Health Plans
In-house blood tests

01580 230585
www.wealdhomevets.com
info@wealdhomevets.com

K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

Help is on hand from your local Mind 
www.westkentmind.org.uk 

01732 744950 

Information given, volunteers welcome 
and donations needed. 

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health 
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.
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Transforming your  
interiors beautifully 
Ruth Clark meets Isabella Beeler to learn  
about her passion for interior design 
I have always thought how wonderful it would  
be to use the services of an interior designer  
to transform rooms in my house but have 
considered it a luxury too far. That was until I 
met Isabella Beeler who launched her interior 
design business, Be Interiors, 
late last year. Getting the 
help and advice of a trained 
designer doesn’t have to be 
a huge expense it seems, 
and I am very tempted to 
ask her to help me give my 
dining room a facelift. 

In her snug (and very 
stylish) home studio near 
Benenden Girls’ School, 
Isabella explained her range  
of design packages and 
showed me examples of 
some of the commissions  
she has undertaken. 

She and her husband 
moved to the UK from 
Brazil and fell in love with the country, so much 
so that they decided to make it their 
permanent home and moved to Benenden 
three years ago with their young daughter who 
now attends the primary school. “I made a list 
of all the things I wanted in my dream house 
and found it in Benenden,” grins Isabella. 

Interior design and DIY has always been a 
passion for Isabella so, with the encouragement 
of her husband and friends, she completed her 
professional training and launched her business 
last year. “It was a big step, but I knew it was 
the right thing to do,” she says. She now offers 
a range of design packages depending on 
budget, plus a popular home staging service  
for those wishing to give their houses a facelift 
ready for estate agent photographs. She has 
built a portfolio of trusted and skilled local 
tradesmen and artisans that she can deploy, or 

she can provide a detailed project checklist for 
clients who wish to do the work themselves. 

Isabella starts each new project by getting  
to know her client’s likes, dislikes and how 
they will use the new space. She then uses the 
latest technology to produce detailed mood 
boards, plans and lifelike renderings of her 
designs, complete with specifications and 
sources (at trade prices) for lighting, furniture, 

fabrics and wallpaper etc. You can even take  
a virtual reality walk through your newly 
designed space if you wish before it is 
transformed in real life. 

She keeps abreast of the latest trends by 
visiting design fairs and scours local antique 
shops, boot fairs and small businesses to hunt 
out treasures. Using sustainable materials, 
upcycling and recycling where possible is 
important to Isabella and she’s a big fan of 
‘living walls’ - one of which she is soon 
installing in a client’s new bedroom. 

If you would like her to help you design 
your own space yourself, then keep an eye  
out for her workshops that she plans to run 
later in the year. 

Explore the range of design packages and 
services Isabella offers at beinteriors.co or  
call 241271.

Enterprising Locals



Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street! 

 

An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines 
and with Post Office services . . .  
We aim to continue to supply basics and, for those who are self-isolating and have no one 
to shop for them, we will be able to take orders and payment over the phone from the 
beginning of April. We can also supply frozen ready meals with instructions. Please note  
the new opening hours: 8.30am-3pm Monday to Saturday and 9am-12noon on Sunday. 
 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

Embracing Opportunity 
Building Confidence 

An incredibly nurturing day and flexi-boarding 

school inspiring 3-13 year old boys and girls  

to fulfil their extraordinary potential. 

dulwichprepcranbrook.org



A convert to the odd allure  
of the Loire 
The medicinal powers of the wines of the Loire 
Valley are not yet a matter of record, but as  
an antidote to the coronavirus onslaught they 
provided an effective, if temporary, relief at  
the latest village tasting at Benenden School. 
There were a few understandable last-minute 
cancellations from some of our older drinkers, 
but still close on 50 turned up to enjoy what 
was for many a voyage of exploration. 

Those of us who had been assaulted by 
abominable Muscadet in our formative years 
may have trodden carefully in the early stages of 
the evening, but egged on by Richard Household 
of Brompton Wines and soothed by an initial 
Bouvet Ladubay Blanc de Blancs sparkler,  
we were quickly converted to this huge but 
misunderstood region after one sip of the  
true taste of its western reaches, a very fine 
Muscadet Sèvre et Maine sur Lie from Chateau 
de la Chesnaie. Thoughts of named storms and 
self isolation quickly turned to summer breezes 
and the waft of lunchtime oysters - luckily it  
will soon be available in the community shop  
at around £12. 

The curious nature of the Loire’s wines 
meant we hopped around from red to white, 
sampling a ‘humble’ Vin de France Pinot Noir - 
so ranked because it was made by Maison 
Jaffelin in Burgundy but from grapes largely 
picked in the Loire - which was bold enough  
to go toe to toe with a truly splendid spread  

laid on by the school’s 
kitchens (for which thanks 
go to Hugh) but light 
enough not to come to 
blows with the mushroom 
pâté and pork rillettes. 

Back on to the whites 
and the Clos des Perrieres 
from Chateau Soucherie 
in the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of 
Savennieres was a step  
up the ladder in all senses, 
including price (nudging 

£25), but this full, lightly oaked and mineral 
Chenin Blanc was the star player among the dry 
whites and well worth a go on a special occasion. 

I’m not a huge fan of Sauvignon Blanc (from 
Sancerre or anywhere else, barring the odd  
glass or two) or most things demi-sec, so let’s 
move on to Soucherie’s other offering: the  
Anjou Villages 
Champs aux 
Loups, a 2016 
Cabernet Franc 
that was  
as intensely 
flavoured as it was 
coloured and will 
undoubtedly sit 
happily beside all 
manner or red 
meat and hard 
cheese for many 
years to come. 

Which brings us to the superstar of the eight-
strong line-up: the Premier Cru Coteaux du 
Layon Chaume from Soucherie, which may have 
weighed in at £35 a bottle but was the best value 
‘sticky’ I’ve had in an age, with its rich sweetness 
and confident acidity. Not cheap but well worth 
it, on an evening during which the excellent  
Mr Household confounded many expectations - 
raising £180 for homeless charity Catching Lives 
in the process. 

Watch this space for our next tasting. 
Peter Thomas
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Chateau Soucherie

Chateau de la Chesnaie



For my next trick,  
I shall defy gravity 
Charles Trollope on the remarkable upside-down 
activities of the Trecreeper 
In the middle of January, I was in the churchyard 
approaching the gate leading to Beadle Platt, when I 
noticed a movement in the oak tree overshadowing 
the gate. Whatever it was was moving dexterously  
on the underneath of a horizontal branch, well 
camouflaged, matching perfectly with the lichen-
covered branches. 

There are only two birds that can feed on the 
underneath of boughs and they are the Nuthatch and 
the Treecreeper. Quite clearly this was a Treecreeper, 
the only small passerine with a decurved bill. While I 
watched it spent a good five minutes on this one large 
branch, interestingly always on the underside, travelling 
along as if gravity did not exist. Once it had reached 
the end it flew to another branch where it again landed 
on the underside. 

I was so intrigued I watched until the cold beckoned 
me to move on. It was an enchanting encounter. 
Normally a Treecreeper will fly to the bottom of the 
vertical trunk and spirally work its way, mouse-like, 
upwards, using its stiff tail feathers to give it extra 
support, although I am not sure if these stiff feathers 
help it to hold on the underside of branches. As I was 
walking down the hill to Iden Green I was wondering 
why it spent most of its time on the underside and I 
came up with theory that most other birds that search 
the trees for insects and invertebrates, for example tits, 
cannot hang on upside down. Therefore the underside 
has more food. I have no idea if this theory is correct 
but it kept me amused until I got home. 

Treecreepers are easily missed as they are not very 
vocal, unlike their noisy Nuthatch relatives. Their call 
and song are both high pitched and easily missed unless 
pretty close by. There are about 250,000 pairs widely 
distributed across the British Isles, of which Kent has 
about 10,000. It is one of our most sedentary species, 
with the highest densities in its favoured woodland 
habitat, where it nests behind loose bark on trees. In 
the recent BBC Winterwatch in the Abernethy Forest, 
an infra-red camera picked up a Treecreeper roosting 
by jamming its tiny body firmly into a crack in the bark 
of a pine tree. 

Bird Notes



The only Treecreeper nest I have ever found was  
in a willow. I watched the bird enter and then went to 
inspect it, but there was no chance of seeing anything 
as the entrance was so tight that I was amazed the 
parent bird could get in - I assume they choose  
the narrowest entrance to keep predators like 
woodpeckers and squirrels out. Five to six eggs are 
normally laid, incubation is mainly done by the female 
but the young are fed by both sexes, and I think the 
nest must be very crowded just before the young 
fledge. Treecreepers are double brooded, sometimes 
using the same nest. 

On the continent there is a second member of the 
same family called a Short-toed Treecreeper; which is 
virtually indistinguishable from its close cousin, with a 
slightly greyer plumage and a slightly longer bill. 
However, unlike our Treecreeper’s high, softly pitched 
call, its version is more like a Coal Tit. The Short-toed 
variety occur in the Channel Islands and very 
occasionally on our coastline. Birdwatchers on the 
Dungeness peninsula get quite excited if they see a 
Treecreeper, as it more than likely a Short-toed variety 
that has come over the Channel, since the treeless 
shingle habitat normally excludes our resident species. 

Where the two species overlap in distribution on 
the Continent, the Short-toed occupies the lower 
altitudes while the other species prefers the higher 
altitudes, especially pine forests. The theory goes that 
when Britain separated from the Continent, the Short-
toed Treecreeper had not occupied the coniferous 
forests that were covering Britain at that time, whereas 
‘ours’ was at home in the conifers. Over the years the 
British Treecreeper has adapted to the changing habitat 
and is now found in both broad-leaved woodland and 
coniferous, whereas the other has remained a chiefly 
coniferous species. Perhaps in another hundred years it 
might become a separate species, but at the moment 
the two are recognised as different sub-species. 
 
Charles Trollope   240821   cetetal@btinternet.com

left: Treecreeper, Certhia familiaris 

Illustration: Stephen Message   www.message-wildlife-art.co.uk



Climbers and ramblers 
As I have had numerous enquiries recently 
regarding roses, I thought it a golden 
opportunity to set down a few ground rules. 
Roses can seem a bit daunting, especially a 
climber or a rambler, but they are tough and 
resilient plants which respond well to pruning 
and feeding, and being armed with a few tips 
should make tackling them at this time of year 
a bit easier. 

Climbers will flower on this season’s growth, 
meaning any new shoots this year will carry 
flowers. We prune climbers over the winter to 
get the right framework going, for example if 
training against a wall or over a pergola. I take 
long leading stems from the base of the plant 
and arch these out over the wall area in a 
pleasing fan or arc shape. Side shoots off these 
arching stems are then reduced to about two 
buds - this may seem like you are chopping a 
lot off, but be brave! 

Go along each main arching stem like this, 
tying in a stem where needed with quality 
garden twine (do not use wire). You may need 
to tap a few nails into the masonry in order to 
tie in at the right point. Tying in is important - I 
loop it around the nail or thread through a vine 
eye, twist the ends together a few times then 
tie it to the main stem in a double knot. This 
enables a small ‘buffer’ of twine between the 

wall and the plant and also anchors it securely. 
You can also allow ‘well-placed’ side shoots to 
grow into ‘main stems’, which will extend your 
arching framework. If you have a repeat-
flowering climber, then cut each spent flower 
down to a pair of leaves after flowering and 
this will encourage new, tidy growth. 

Ramblers flower on last year’s growth. After 
a rambler has flowered, usually only once and 
in early summer, it will put on a fair bit of new 
growth and ‘ramble’ away. This is the best time 
to prune it, but only if you feel it needs it, 
otherwise you can leave a rambler alone. 

Again, try to look at the tangle of stems 
from a ‘framework’ point of view, and if you 
need to encourage more training then select 
the appropriate stems and tie these in. With 
ramblers it is a good idea to cut out a large old 
stem every year or so to allow fresh new 
stems to shoot from the base of the plant, and 
so the cycle repeats. 

It is difficult to summarise such a large 
subject in a few paragraphs but sometimes just 
knowing a few basics can help you gain 
confidence in tackling a genus that, I feel, no 
garden should be without. If you have any 
questions, feel free to email me on the subject. 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

In Your Garden



 

 

 

 

 
A Wood Fired Oven can provide 

fantastic, fresh and fast food for you 
and your guests.  

We are local to Benenden and can cater 
for private parties, wedding receptions 

and events of all kinds.  
Most people only think of pizza, but 

there are lots of alternatives.  
Give me a call to discuss on: 

01580 279000 or 07788 279000 
info@wowcooking.co.uk  

or visit our website 
www.wowcooking.co.uk

Mr Noah’s nursery school 
https://www.mrnoahs.org 



Above: Eyes on the far horizon while never losing sight of what is close by. Photographs: Clive Illman 
Front cover: Simply irrepressible. Photograph: Amelia Thomas


