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A Wood Fired Oven can provide 

fantastic, fresh and fast food for you 
and your guests.  

We are local to Benenden and can cater 
for private parties, wedding receptions 

and events of all kinds.  
Most people only think of pizza, but 

there are lots of alternatives.  
Give me a call to discuss on: 

01580 279000 or 07788 279000 
info@wowcooking.co.uk  

or visit our website 
www.wowcooking.co.uk

ENJOYING TODAY 
EDUCATING FOR TOMORROW

Pre-register online marlboroughhouseschool.co.uk
Marlborough House School, Hawkhurst, Kent, TN18 4PY 

Open Morning 
Friday 15th May, 9.30am – 12pm

PRE-PREP & PREP  |  BOYS & GIRLS 3-13 YEARS  |  DAY & FLEXI BOARDING 

70% success rate for senior school scholarships

‘Excellent’ academic and pastoral care (ISI rated)

Pre-Senior Baccalaureate for Years 7 and 8

150 years of traditional values and family ethos 

YEAR 7 ENTRY  
SCHOLARSHIPS  

OFFERED
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It’s usually possible to unearth a good quote to illustrate a topic and, when I was hunting for one 
to celebrate the marvellous talents of people in Benenden, Benjamin Franklin didn’t fail me. “Hide 
not your talents, they for use were made. What’s a sundial in the shade?” he said. This issue of the 
magazine certainly celebrates the considerable gifts around us, and the many who, even in these 
cold, wet, grey days, have ventured out from the shade to entertain us, start a new business, 
uncover a piece of village history, publish a book, or shine a light on environmental issues. 
 
The pantomime certainly brightened up the gloom, this year involving so many gifted performers 
in its production - including 22 children. This takes a huge amount of work (I know because I help 
with costumes and have the glue gun scars to prove it!) and it is very satisfying when so many go 
and see it (see the review on page 23). If you fancy treading the boards yourself then you will 
have the chance at the VE Day Revue on 9 May. This is part of a weekend of events taking place 
to mark the end of WWII in Europe 75 years ago (page 9). 
 
It’s very encouraging to see that we have a new generation of young bell ringers in St George’s: 
well done to those (including three from one family) who passed their test recently (page 25). 
Groups and clubs like these, run by enthusiastic and talented volunteers, are important to the life 
of the village, so it is very sad to note that the long-running Benenden Scouts Group has closed. 
To start up again it needs a Group Scout leader, plus about eight volunteers for the executive 
committee. Could one of these be you? (details on page 9). 
 
Ruth Clark, Co-Editor

Editorial
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March 
Sunday 1 Richard O’Neill and Steven Hollamby, Organ and Trumpet Recital,  

St George’s Church, 6pm p.13 
Friday 6 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Social Afternoon, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.20 
Friday 6 Woodland Wide Games, Iden Green Congregational Church, 7pm 
Saturday 7 Beetle Drive, St George’s Club, 8.30pm 
Sunday 8 Spring Service Event, Benenden Hospital, 11am p.15 
Friday 13 Wines from the Loire, Benenden School Café, 7pm p.35 
Saturday 14 Fish and Chip Supper, St George’s Club, 8pm 
Sunday 15 Harmsworth Court Service, Community Room, 4.30pm 
Monday 16 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 
Tuesday 17 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.9 
Tuesday 17 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Benenden Hospital talk, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.20 
Friday 20 The Friends of St George’s Magic and Music, Benenden Village Hall, 7.30pm p.9 
Saturday 21 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Coffee Morning, Memorial Hall, 10-12noon p.20 
Saturday 21 Hello. How Are You? Club, Memorial Hall, 12.30-2.30pm p.13 
Saturday 21 Cribbage Tournament, St George’s Club, 8pm 
Tuesday 24 Merry and Bright, Memorial Hall, 3pm 
Saturday 28 Spring Village Clean, Benenden’s Shop and Iden Green Pavilion, 9am p.3 
Saturday 28 Skittles, St George’s Club, 8.30pm 
Tuesday 31 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Lunch at the Cherry Tree Inn, Ticehurst p.20 
 
 
Coffee Shop 
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-12noon 
 
 
Benenden Bowls Club 
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6.30pm 
 
 
Cakes & Chaos: Cafe and Toddler Group 
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.15am 
 
 
Refuse Lorry Collections 
Saturday 7 March Domestic Waste only 
Benenden, Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads 9.40-11am 
Saturday 21 March Domestic Waste only 
Benenden, Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads 9.40-11am 

Village Calendar
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Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 16 March 2020, 
Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm

I read with interest the article on light pollution in last month’s edition of this magazine. Light 
pollution has been shown to be a significant but often overlooked driver of the rapid decline of 
insect populations. We are all familiar with the sight of a moth fluttering around a light bulb but 
one third of the moths which get caught in the orbit of a light are dead before morning, either 
dying from exhaustion or by being picked off by a predator such as a spider or bat. 
 
The effect of artificial lighting on bats is more complex. Some common species thrive on insects 
drawn to lights, but others avoid well-lit areas preferring to remain in naturally dark areas where 
there are, consequently, fewer insects. Some species will not even fly over a lit area which can 
lead to prime feeding sites being lost to them. Benenden still has a rich bat fauna with nine 
species of bat recorded including scarce species such as Serotine and Noctule (Britain’s largest 
bat). This rich variety is a testament to our dark skies especially at a time when much of our 
wildlife is facing threats from habitat loss, pesticide use, and climate change. However, unlike 
these drivers of decline, we can all do something about light pollution. We can ensure lights are 
on a timer or just switch them off. 
 
Meanwhile the parish council strives to ensure that developers are aware of, and comply with, 
Benenden’s Dark Skies policy. 
 
The next village clean-up will take place on Saturday 28 March. Volunteers should meet at either 
the community shop or Iden Green Pavilion to pick up equipment between 9-9.30am, to be 
returned by 11am. All those taking part will receive a voucher for coffee and cake at Benenden’s. 
 
Peter Driver, Parish Councillor 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on facebook
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Churchwarden: Tracy Claridge     240454     maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge.co.uk 
Churchwarden: David Collard     241944     julia.collard@btinternet.com 
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill or would like a visit or home communion. 
 
Sunday 1 March                8am Communion          10am All-age Communion   5pm Choral Evensong 
                                                                                                              6pm Organ Recital 
 
Sunday 8 March                8am 1662 Communion  10am Morning Worship       5pm Evening Prayer 
                                                                                                              at Mission Church 
 
Sunday 15 March             8am Communion          10am Benefice Sung Eucharist, 
                                                                       with Bishop Rose Hudson-Wilkin 
 
Sunday 22 March             8am Communion          10am Mothering Sunday 
                                                                       Service 
 
Sunday 29 March             8am Communion          10am Benefice Communion 
                                                                       at St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Every Tuesday 10am Communion 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Elder: Tobin Bird     240027     www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services 10am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days 
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Helping and caring for others 
Back at the beginning of December we were fortunate enough to welcome Rt. Revd Rose 
Hudson-Wilkin to Benenden Primary School for the official opening of the new school, less  
than a week since she had been installed as the new Bishop of Dover. A few people got the 
opportunity to speak to Bishop Rose after the formal part of that event. At very short notice,  
she was then at St George’s Church in January for a service to commission the new Area Dean. 
Again, a few people had the opportunity to meet her.  
 
I am delighted to say that Bishop Rose will be preaching and presiding at a benefice Eucharist 
service at the 10am service at St George’s on Sunday 15 March. Following the service there 
should be plenty of opportunity for many more to meet and speak to her. Please come along: 
make her feel very welcome in this part of her Diocese, and build a warm relationship with our 
new bishop. We are blessed to have her serving and caring for us. 
 
Several months ago, I told you of an initiative that had been born out of the Messy Church 
service at Harvest time: ‘Leave what you can; take what you need’. This is an initiative of caring 
for others by sharing out of the abundance that many of us have been blessed with. I would like 
everyone in the village to be aware of this. Please spread the word. The collection area is in the 
porch of St George’s, opposite the ‘Catching Lives’ collection point. If you have food or toiletries 
in plenty and feel you can share some with others who do not, then please just leave what you 
can. (The church is open by 9am every day until dusk.) If you, or someone you know, is going 
through a tricky patch in life and are in need of something, please, just take what you need as 
often as you want; it is there to be shared and to be used. 
 
If you require other help, for example with household items or a larger food shop, then please 
get in touch with me. The church is introducing a scheme of vouchers to be redeemed for 
products at the village shop (not alcohol or tobacco); we may also be able to help with obtaining 
larger household items. If you know someone who could benefit - who needs a bit of help now - 
please get in touch. It’s all about people; about relationships; about caring for each other. 
 
And whilst speaking of relationships and caring, we run a weekly, term-time Cakes & Chaos 
toddler group in St George’s on Friday mornings. We could do with some more folk on the  
rota to help occasionally. Could that be you? If so, please give Helen or myself a call. 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector

Rector’s Letter



45 & 51 High Street 
Tenterden

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

Namaste Kids & Teens 
Yoga

Fun & lively classes 
Qualified from 2yrs to 18yrs 

 

Teaching in Benenden Village Hall, 
Benenden Pre-School  

& local schools. 
 

email: Hayley@namastekids.co.uk 
@namastekidsteens

FREE 
Trial 

Class 
Available

Divorce Support 
Emotional support throughout 
the divorce process 
Help with paperwork including 
Form E 
 
Divorce Recovery 
Guiding you through the pain, 
isolation and loneliness 
 
Divorce Coaching 
Building a new life and  
moving forward 
 
Support for Men and Women

www.jwdivorcesupport.co.uk 
julie@jwdivorcesupport.co.uk 

07977 777306

Julie Wilson  
JW DIVORCE SUPPORT

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 



Grey! 
With so many gloomy, wet, depressing days recently there is one colour which can be said to  
sum up much of this winter and that is - grey! Pulling back the curtains in the morning to see a 
low-hanging, leaden blanket outside does nothing to encourage one to get up and face the day.  
All it would appear to hold is the prospect of raincoats, umbrellas, boots, drips and puddles,  
mud and sludge, and delays due to water on the line. 
 
But there is the potential for grey to be otherwise. The day does not always have to be dull;  
just look at the sky again and you might be surprised. Sometimes there are magnificent towering 
cumulonimbus clouds that build ever-greater bulging shapes that seem to push their way high  
into the sky. Ominous grey-black clouds might bring the certainty of a downpour but they also 
display a sense of power and anticipation. Sometimes a mosaic of greys fills the sky and, if you  
are lucky, the rays of a nearly obliterated sun act as back lighting to a strange land of great 
mountains stretching deep into a far country. On a gentler note the clouds may give the 
impression of a fluffy warm rumpled fleece spreading to encompass everyone. 
 
On a more down-to-earth and personal note there is the question of grey in the matter of hair 
colour. The appearance of the first grey hairs creates a variety of responses - usually negative, 
especially in women. This is followed by resignation or a subtle touch of something from Boots  
or maybe a visit to the hairdresser. With the increasing dominance of grey over any other colour 
there often seems to be an unreasonable change in the attitude of others towards the owner. 
There remains a frustrating tendency for men to be regarded as having increasing experience  
and seniority whilst women are heading over the hill towards eccentricity and senility. Then, 
women are often recipients of special treatment as the ‘old granny’ stage approaches with either 
extra fussing and attention or heaven forbid - condescension. At least women tend to keep more 
of their hair as time goes on. One pleasure is that with grey/white hair one can wear colours  
that seemed out of the question before, and I am not just talking about purple! 
 
A little look around our homes proves that grey can be a colour to enjoy. Pewter can be made 
into attractive beer mugs and aluminium is usually cheerful to look at in whatever form. Of 
course, if silver can be classed as a version of grey we are into a very positive world. One only 
has to watch the Antiques Road Show to see elegant flasks, intricate jewellery, and impossible 
filigree creations along with beautiful candlesticks and christening cups. 
 
Finally, think of all those wonderful grey stone buildings that have been built over the ages: 
imposing, carved, worn, functional, full of history with good stories and bad. Think of them  
whilst watching the raindrops race down the windowpane - yet again! 
 
Sue Fisher
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Just a Thought



Idyllic rural location 
Individual heated chalets  
housing up to four cats 
Also welcome rabbits,  

guinea pigs, hamsters etc. 
Come and see us before booking 

F o r e s t  
F a r m  
C a t  

H o t e l  

Call Lucy on 01580 242961 
or 07720 966374 

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk 
or see our website  

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

 
 

LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS 
  

Local Specialists with a Network of London & Regional Offices 

FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US 
  

   Lettings: 01580 720400         Sales: 01580 720000

ELECTRICIAN 
Do you want a safe, reliable, 

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician ? 
Security Lighting - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets        

Fault finding - L.E.D Lighting - New Builds & Extensions 
NEW FUSE BOARDS 

                              Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee 

I assure you of a quick response 

Call Nick now 01580279907 
email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk 
www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk 

       ELECTRICIAN 

 
 

Call Nick now 01580 279907

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions

ELECTRICIAN
A beautiful collection of  
rustic & vintage furniture 

 and accessories 
 available to hire for any 

location or event 
www.village vintage.co.uk

Cosy farmhouse in idyllic  

rural location.  

Double and twin rooms 

available all year round.  

Home-cooked dinner  

by arrangement. 

 

01580 240506   

sarndenfarmhouse@gmail.com 

www.sarndenfarmhouse.com

Sarnden Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
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A weekend to mark the 
75th anniversary of VE Day 
Over the weekend of 8-10 May the village will 
be hosting a series of events marking the 75th 
Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day. 

On Friday 8 May villagers are invited to 
participate in the ‘Nation’s Toast to the Heroes 
of World War II’ in The Bull at 3pm. This will be 
followed at 6.55pm with a worldwide ‘Cry for 
Peace Around the World’ (also in The Bull). This 
is a short reading acknowledging the sacrifices 
made by so many people during the war. This 
will be followed by a peal of bells at 7pm, from 
St George’s, which will join other churches 
around the nation in a collective celebration  
of the peace and friendship we share today. 

On Saturday 9 May, Benenden Players will 
host a WWII-themed revue in the village hall, 
entertaining you with music and laughter, 
featuring songs, sketches and jokes old and new. 

On the Sunday 10 May there will be a service 
in St George’s at 10am. Celebrating the peace in 
1945, the service will include a ‘Tribute to The 
Millions’, remembering those who gave their 
lives in the conflict. 

If you would like to get involved in this 
significant weekend of events, please contact me. 
I am keen to hear from anyone who would like 
to be involved in the revue or to give a short 
reading at the church service. 

For more information about the nationwide 
events and tributes visit www.veday75.org. 
Peter Ellis   240540   peteralanellis@aol.com 

 
 
 

Village lunch 
Tuesday 17 March, Benenden Village Hall, 
12.30pm 
Our village lunch costs £5, is open to all ages  
and everybody is welcome. If you would like  
to come along, or if you enjoy cooking and 
would like to join the band of volunteers, we 
would love to hear from you. 
Sheila Hume   240838 

Volunteers needed to restart 
Benenden Scout Group 
Sadly, the Benenden Scout Group has  
closed following the recent resignation of its 
leaders and executive members. To re-start  
the group as quickly as possible, I am looking 
for a Group Scout leader and about eight 
volunteers who are interested in forming  
the executive committee. 

The Group Scout leader is a uniformed, 
management role which involves liaising with 
the committee and the leaders of the Scout, 
Beaver and Cub sections. Executive members 
would become trustees of the Group and  
given training. Their duties include looking  
after the finances, assets, maintenance, safety, 
promotions, recruitment, media, insurance, 
publicity, resources, good name, membership 
data, etc. Once we have established the 
executive committee and leaders have been 
appointed, we can open the youth sections, 
(Beavers, Cubs and Scouts). There is already  
a Beaver leader in the village who’d like to  
start a colony. 

Existing Benenden Scouts have been offered 
places in the Cranbrook and Sissinghurst 
troops until we can re-start the village group. 
Jan Ashley, Weald Scouts District Commissioner   
07973 541325   janashley@hotmail.co.uk 

Memeber of  Magic Circle  
and voted Party Magician  
of  the year 2019/2020

News and Events
THE FRIENDS OF ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 

invite you to an evening of 
 

Magic and Music 
 

FRIDAY 20 MARCH 2020 AT 7.30PM 
BENENDEN VILLAGE HALL 
 

Professional magician 
Magic Adam 
will amaze and mystify you 
both on stage and at your table 
 

Musical interludes by 
Benenden jazz 
 

PLOUGHMAN’S PLATTER PROVIDED PER TABLE 
LICENCED BAR 
TABLES OF 8 AT £15 A HEAD  
DETAILS AND TICKETS FROM CLIVE TURNER 
CLIVE_TURNER@BTINTERNET.COM   01580 240649



Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram

Your Local Independent Vet
Personalised, compassionate and caring service

Consultations at Pets World
Dog, cat and rabbit vaccinations

Home visits
Digni昀ed at home euthanasias

Pet Health Plans
In-house blood tests

01580 230585
www.wealdhomevets.com
info@wealdhomevets.com

K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

Help is on hand from your local Mind 
www.westkentmind.org.uk 

01732 744950 

Information given, volunteers welcome 
and donations needed. 

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health 
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.





BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07484 744200 
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

• Garden Maintenance
• Hedge Cutting
• Weeding & Pruning
• Mowing & Strimming
• Patio & Decking Cleaning 
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• One Off or Regular Visits
• Professional & Reliable Service
• Fully Insured

07517 930 100
01580 240 010 

25%
OFF

F I R S T  J O B

DOGwalkingTN17

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular

Town and Country 
Travel in Style 
Business and Social Pleasure  
Allows you to drink  
like a Lord and  
leave like a Lady!  
To Book Text: 
07785 11 20 21  
or Call: 
01580 441 302  
or Email: 
book@elbaprivatehire.com 
www.elbaprivatehire.com

“We go that extra mile” 
Lady & Gentlemen Drivers

 
Bargain Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate and LVT supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk



Benenden Village Trust 
Thank you to everyone who has responded  
to the questionnaire printed in last month’s 
magazine. The trust is eager to get a wide  
range of views on the type of recreation and 
leisure facilities the village might like to see  
in the future. If you haven’t already filled in  
the form, please do so as soon as possible.  
If you’ve not seen or have lost the form,  
please go online to:  
www.benendenvillagetrust.org/form/recreation-
facilities-questionnaire 
or email by 15 March any ideas to: 
bvttrust@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Benenden Hospital news 
Last year was our busiest ever so for this 
month’s update I just wanted to share with  
you some figures for 2019. In total, we saw 
66,885 appointments with 8,678 operations 
carried out including 1,862 for eyes, 378 for 
knees and 273 for hips. 

At the hospital, we pride ourselves on our 
rigorous infection control, with zero cases of 
MRSA to date, which is a key focus for all our 
staff as we celebrate Patient Safety Awareness 
Week (8-14 March). 

This is reinforced by the first piece of 
equipment you see on entering the Hospital -  
a hand sanitising dispenser which we ask 
everyone to use. As a result, 196 litres of  
hand sanitiser were supplied to all areas of  
the hospital last year, along with 358 litres of 
hand soap. 

Benenden Hospital is open to all, not just 
members, so if you are interested in any of our 
self-pay services, come along to our Spring 
Service Event on Sunday 8 March from 11-1pm. 
There will be presentations and consultant 
chats on hips and knees, weight loss, cataracts, 
varicose veins and podiatry. 

Find out more and secure your place online 
at www.benendenhospital.org.uk/events2020. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
Jane Abbott, Hospital Director 

 
 

Talking Shop 
It’s cold and windy outside but inside 
Benenden’s it’s warm, cosy and bright and we 
are looking forward to Easter. According to 
‘The Old Farmer's Almanac’ Easter is always 
the first Sunday after the Paschal full moon  
and signifies the beginning of spring. This 
means that we will soon offer our tasty hot 
cross buns and a good selection of chocolate 
goodies. Hopefully heralding more spring-like 
weather, Hannah’s flowers will also be making 
a welcome appearance to cheer us all up. 
Bev Beveridge
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Hello. How Are You? Club 
Saturday 21 March, 12.30-2.30pm 

Memorial Hall 
Tracy Claridge   240454 
tlclaridge@tlclaridge.co.uk

Richard O’Neill and Steven Hollamby 
 

ORGAN and TRUMPET RECITAL

Sunday 1 March 2020 
St George’s Church, Benenden 

6pm
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A professional mobile service 
provided by fully insured 

Graduate Sports Therapist offering 
injury and posture assessment, 

treatment and exercise rehabilitation. 
 

Your aches and pains from overuse 
or sport participation can be eased 

through massage, mobilisations, 
stretching, taping and 
exercise rehabilitation. 

 
Rebecca Manford (BSc Hons MSST) 

07923 965601

OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

CARRIERS ROAD, CRANBROOK

 

Private Tuition 

in Benenden 
 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l
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Benenden School news 
The first half of the Spring term seems to  
have flown by. Girls in the older years have 
been concentrating on mock exams but this 
has not prevented a huge variety of events  
and notable highlights occurring throughout 
the school recently. 

Last week our Year 7 and 8 girls’ 
tremendous hard work paid off when they 
took to the stage for three performances of 
our Junior School Play: Wickenden Hall, which 
looked at the nostalgic world of a girls’ 
boarding school! 

We welcomed more than 100 pupils and 
parents from other local schools to our 
biennial Careers, Higher Education and  
Futures Convention and at the weekend I  
was delighted to attend the TES Independent 
School Awards 2020, where we were a runner-
up in the Partnerships category for our 
longstanding partnership with The John Wallis 
Church of England Academy in Ashford. The 
latest mentoring session between our two 
schools involved 150 students coming together 
in Benenden with our sixth formers offering 
tips and support to John Wallis students who 
will be taking their GCSEs this year. 
Samantha Price, Headmistress 

Primary School news 
The new primary school, opened last autumn  
to great relief, looks set to receive its finishing 
touches following news that the ‘green roof ’, 
installed in the summer but removed before  
the start of term due to structural issues, is  
set to be refitted in the near future. 

Designs for the eco-friendly covering met 
with widespread approval, but it was belatedly 
decided its weight would be too much for the 
roof structure to bear. Now, however, it is due to 
be replaced on a permanent basis, necessitating 
the closure of two classrooms at a time to 
enable the works to be carried out safely. 

The school will be given a temporary  
modular building, containing the two required 
classrooms and a toilet, all complying with 
required standards and offering the same size 
and facilities as the existing rooms. 

Years 1 and 2 will use this space for the 
duration of the project, which both contractors 
Kier and the local authority have committed  
to completing as soon as possible, with minimal 
disruption to the running of the school. 
Preliminary works are set to begin shortly,  
the replacement building will be set up on the 
playground over half term and the roof is due  
to be installed by September. 

Passers-by will no doubt enjoy assessing the 
rate of progress. 
Peter Thomas 
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Contact for further details: 
eleanor.cochrane@btinternet.com

Iden Green Tennis Club junior membership is £20 per year.

Where: Iden Green Tennis Club

When: Friday Term Time groups from 5pm onwards

How much: £6 per session

JUNIOR TENNIS COACHING 
 

Iden Green Tennis Club is now offering tennis coaching  
for Junior Members on Fridays during Term Time.

A beautiful 17th century refurbished pub and 
restaurant nestled in the heart of Iden Green TN17 4HT  

Breakfast is now served every 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday morning 

from 911.30am  
MondaySaturday 

Lunch from 122.45pm | Dinner from 69pm  
Sunday Lunch 
from 125pm  

Live SKY TV Cricket | Six Nations |  
Premier League Football | 
Large beer garden |  
Families and dogs all very welcome  
Bookings now being taken for: 
Mother’s Day | Sunday 22 March 
Easter Sunday | Sunday 12 April 
Father’s Day | Sunday 21 June  
Please call on: 01580 240009

The Woodcock Inn



MEET
 YOUR MP
Helen Grant
Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone and the Weald, 
holds regular surgeries around the constituency. 

If you would like to arrange an appointment to 
discuss an issue of concern to you, please e-mail 
Helen at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk or 
telephone 020 7219 7107.

helengrant.org

@HelenGrantMPntMP

HelenGrantMP Promoted by Helen Grant MP, of House Promoted by Helen Grant MP, of House of Cof Commons, London SW1A 0AAommons, London SW1A 0AA

Geoff Tiltman 
 

Gardens & Groundworks 
City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT 

Creating Gardens of Distinction 
 

Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas, 
Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting, 

Unruly Gardens Made Tidy, 
All Garden Construction and 

Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken 
 

Free Quotations - Keen Prices 
 

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours 
Mobile 07775 694 963 

geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk 
 

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND  
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

Saint RSaint Ronan’onan’s Sc Schoolhool
Hawkhurst, Kent • Founded 1883 • www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 • Day & Boarding • Forest School

Discover the magic! Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk

or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.
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CODEWORD No 20 (Tricky) 
9 3 14 22 21 26 22 3 19 13 3 26 9 2

4 24 22 22 22 6 22 24

26 22 3 8 15 9 7 2 7 9 24 10 9 2

5 15 24 10 16 2

24 7 24 18 1 5 22 1 9 1 5 24 21

13 7 22 26 9

10 24 21 26 13 20 24 7 1 13 4 6 17

9 12 24 15 26 22

2 7 24 23 1 25 9 18 7 24 3 24 16

26 9 7 9 9

1 13 7 23 13 2 22 23 11 5 15 11 11

26 22 9 24 6 15

7 24 18 18 13 6 1 20 9 3 9 7 24 5

9 24 7 9 22 13 24 5

23 13 6 17 2 7 24 23 3 18 9 5 5 21

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CROSSWORD  No 21 (Easy) 
1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18

19 20 21

22

Each number represents a letter. Break the code and  
complete the grid. Three letters have been given to help you. 
Heavy lines denote a new word.

CROSSWORD No18  (Easy)

CODEWORD No18  (Tricky)

FOURWORD

MINDBENENDERS  By ASCII

  

3 6
7

7 4 5 8
2 7

5 8 9 3
1 6
3 4 6

9 7 5
1 6 5 2

Each column, 
row and block 
must contain 
numbers 1 to 
9 in any order. 
Each number 
can be used 
only once in 
each column, 
row or block.

In the grid, place  
all of these letters  
to make the same  
four words across  
and down.  
Four clues are  
given to help you. 
 
AAAADDDEEEILLLLN 

1  Lazy Python 
2  Do business on Kent coast 
3  Keep food in Russian car, I hear 
4  Lotus has flair

SUDOKU

 1 2 3 4 5
T

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
I

13

14 15 16
H

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

      Across 
 7   With awful and raw guilt, he finally recognised his son’s spouse (8-2-3) 
 8   When 7’s big day is almost nigh, then? (3,5) 
 9   Bad sign concerning only women (4) 
10  Bewildered navigators lose Ant but turn up powerful women (7) 
12  Let easel break (5) 
14  When King leaves, cosy fireside could be Black or Blasted (5) 
16  His 13 is a swine on the outside (7) 
19  Aim to send Capone to lousy gaol (4) 
20  Place on pedestal sinner he abused (8) 
22  Jack of all trades lined up cases I sorted out (13) 
 
 
      Down 
 1   Step towards peace (4) 
 2   Sounds like you look at African country! (6) 
 3   Rutting season? Possibly when 8 happens (4,3) 
 4   Angry when I make comparisons (5) 
 5   So zone out for a kip (6) 
 6   A drag when rotten ark is wet? (5,3) 
11   Shackleton, ironically, heading north? (8) 
13  I certainly won’t be in ghastly mankinis even for blood relation! (7) 
15  Mess up list of bulbs (6) 
17  Go and select, in other words (6) 
18  Get as far as a stretch of river (5) 
21  Must make bread, one hears (4)

1 2 3 4 

2 
      

3 
      

4 
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Visit England 5* Gold with breakfast award  
Julie Jex: 01580 240434  |  jjjex@icloud.com 

www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk

A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast  
with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the 
beautiful Kent countryside. 
 
Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens  
and paddock with splendid views over beautiful  
Wealden countryside. 
 
Enjoy a swim in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal)  
or a game of tennis on our court within the grounds. 
 
Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

Mr Noah’s nursery school 
https://www.mrnoahs.org 

Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE 

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS
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Neighbourhood Development 
Plan 
The work goes on 
It may seem to many that the Neighbourhood 
Plan has been going on forever, and that things 
seem to have gone quiet. In fact, the Review 
Group has just completed a thorough 
examination of the feedback we received to  
the formal Regulation 14 Plan. Now individual 
Working Groups are making changes to their 
policies and text within each chapter. So once 
again I am trying to forecast dates for the next 
steps in the process: 
l  Reg 14 plan changes complete by the end  

of March 
l  Draft Reg 15 plan given independent ‘Health 

Check’ 
l  Draft Reg 15 plan amended and submitted  

to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
l  TWBC review the plan 
l  TWBC undertake Strategic Environmental 

Assessment 
l  Draft Reg 15 plan amended if required 
l  Consultation on Reg 15 Plan 
l  Draft Reg 15 plan amended becomes  

Reg 16 plan 
l  Reg 16 plan submitted to Independent 

Examiner 
l  Reg 16 plan amended if required 
l  Parish Referendum on final Reg 16 plan 

When will it end? That is a question your 
hard-pressed team ask all the time. 

We hope the health check will be done by 
mid-May; the TWBC review will take around  
ten weeks including the six-week consultation 
on the draft Reg 15 plan; the independent 
examiner will need at least two months to do 
their work; so my hope is that TWBC will be 
able to hold the referendum in late autumn  
and we should have completed our work by 
December, although, as with all forecasts, this  
is subject to change! 
Paul Tolhurst 
Chair, Benenden NDP Steering Group 

Village hall highlights 
As March arrives, there’s real feeling of spring 
in the air. These gorgeous crisp, clear days are 
occurring more frequently, there are daffodils 
popping up all over the place and the season 
of new life and new beginnings is upon us. 

In keeping with that theme, I would like  
to introduce myself to you all as Holly, the  
new manager of the Benenden Village Hall. 

Having grown up in Benenden, I know the 
central role the hall can play in the village, and 
I myself spent much time there in years gone 
by having performed with gusto my role as a 
snowflake in a school play, and hosted a rather 
raucous not-so-sweet 16th birthday party, 
among other equally memorable moments. 

So as the team bid Lorraine farewell, and 
wish her all the best, with thanks for her hard 
work of recent years, I look forward to the 
many exciting things on the horizon. The hall  
is booked up beautifully with lots of lovely 
things to take part in; there are yoga classes 
for all abilities, dance and exercise classes, dog 
training, and judo, among much more. So keep 
an eye on our Facebook page for updates, and 
please do feel free to introduce yourselves to 
me, so that I can get to know those of you I 
don’t already. 
Holly Clayson   07419 989830 
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org 
www.benendenvillagehall.org

Cakes & Chaos 
Drop-in Cafe 

& Toddler Group 
 

St George’s Church, Benenden 
Every Friday during term time, 9-11.15am 

 
Please come and enjoy lovely cakes, 
real coffee and a selection of teas. 

If you’ve got little ones, let them play 
in the church. 

Only £1 per family. 
 

For more information please call 
Revd David or Helen Commander 01580 240658 

or email revdavidcommander@gmail.com 
or helenjcommander@gmail.com



Benenden Bonfire Society 
As reported in December, the weather 
seriously reduced visitors at the 2019 event 
and this directly impacted our income. Were  
it not for the support of Benenden Hospital, 
Tate Fencing, Jubilee Hire, Hinxden Dairy and 
the Bull, or if we had cancelled, we would have 
reported a significant loss. We did make a small 
profit of £168 which will be held in the capital 
reserve. So, sadly there will be no distribution 
of funds this year. 

Fully-trained Cranbrook Scout leaders 
provide the bulk of our First Aid capability and 
they have received a £500.00 ‘fee’ to be used 
for the benefit of their Scout Group with the 
purchase of two sail boards and a tent. 

Please do consider joining our very relaxed 
committee. Meetings are social gatherings 
where we somehow manage to work through 
an agenda while consuming food and a few 
glasses of whatever your preference. It is not  
a ‘usual’ committee meeting! 
Grant Matthews 
Chair, Benenden Bonfire Society 
www.benendenfireworks.co.uk 

 
 
 

Iden Green and Benenden WI 
Unfortunately, although our speaker, Tim 
Anthonisz, tried hard to reach us at our 
February meeting, circumstances were against 
him as the A21 was closed at the same time  
as Tonbridge High Street was flooded. We are 
hoping that he may be able to come again in 
May to talk about antiques. 

On Friday 6 March, at 2pm in the Memorial 
Hall, we will be holding another social event 
with the opportunity to enjoy taking part in a 
variety of activities including puzzles, quizzes, 
knitting, games and chatting. We will also have  
a raffle, a book stall, ‘bring & buy’, and a local 
speaker. Visitors are always welcome so please 
come along and make yourself known.  

Jane Abbott, Hospital Director, will be 
coming to tell us about Benenden Hospital at 
2pm on Tuesday 17 March and some members 
may receive quite a surprise! 

We are also preparing for our next  
coffee morning on Saturday 21 March from  
10-12noon with cakes, bric-a-brac, books and  
a raffle. We hope many will be able to come. 
Our first outing of the year will be at 12.30pm 
on Tuesday 31 March when we are meeting for 
lunch at a popular venue in Ticehurst. 
Jackie Liffen   752232   WI@daisystar.co.uk 
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B O D S  
(Benenden Ordinary Dads Socie t y) 

 

Local school dads meet in THE BULL 

on the first FRIDAY of every month 

from 8pm 

to catch up and have a few beers 
 

All dads are welcome! 
 

To be included on the email list, contact  

Colin Smith on 

07545 545337   smith.colin@gmail.com 

 

Look forward to meeting new dads!

THE 
UKELELE 
GROUP  
THE BULL  
TUESDAYS 
7 -9PM



Benenden Pre-School news 
Pre-School has established a tradition that the 
theme for the first week of February is chosen 
by a parent and so we have recently celebrated 
Music Week. 

The children were delighted to welcome 
some very talented visitors to Pre-School. Sarah 
Rundle brought in her harp and her bassoon to 
entertain the children with nursery rhymes and 
short classical pieces after which every child 
was thrilled to have their own go, making 
beautiful sounds on the harp. 

The next day, one of the children’s 
grandfather’s arrived with his guitar and the 
children were fascinated with his musical stories 
and joined in a very animated ‘Old MacDonald 
Had a Farm’ and ‘Wheels on the Bus’ with an 
exciting live music accompaniment. 
supervisor@benendenpre-school.co.uk

Fancy helping with costumes? 
Would you like to channel your creative energy, 
work and play with a fun team where every mad 
idea is welcomed and savour the satisfaction  
of creating a show which is enjoyed by so many 
people? Then come and join the Benenden 
Players’ costume team. The Benenden Players 
stage just one show a year in late January and 
we start work in October planning the show 
‘look’, hunting down costumes or creating  
new ones (thanks to Dee our talented 
seamstress). You don’t need to be able to  
sew but we are looking for someone who  
is happy to spare just a couple of hours a  
week from October - February. 
Ruth Clark   07767 261883 

MINDBENENDERS  Answers 
CROSSWORD No18 
Across:  7 Daughter-in-law, 8 Hen night, 9 Omen,  
10 Viragos, 12 Lease, 14 Heath, 16 Pigskin, 19 Goal,  
20 Enshrine, 22 Unspecialised 
 
Down:  1 Pace, 2 Uganda, 3 Stag dos, 4 Irate, 5 Snooze,  
6 Water ski, 11 Icebound, 13 Kinsman, 15 Tulips,  
17 Sortie, 18 Reach, 21 Need

CODEWORD No18 
123

L
45678910111213

1415161718192021222324
Z

25
A

26
S

J
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U

N

P

X

H

L

B

T

V

R

G

Q

Y

E

O

M

W

F

A

K
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C

    438675291
251489367
967213458
823594176
615728934
794136825
572341689
349867512
186952743

FOURWORD 
1 IDLE, 2 DEAL, 3 LADA, 4 ELAN

SUDUKO 
Sandhurst Twinning Association 

Q U I Z  N I G H T   

When:     Saturday 7 March 2020 
Where:   Old School Hall, Sandhurst 
Time:      7 for 7.30pm start-10pm 
 
£10 per person including supper. 
Up to 8 per team. Book a team or  
we will put you together with others. 
Bring your own nibbles, drinks  
and glasses. 
 
To book contact: 
Jill Oliphant  850414  jillmoliphant@gmail.com 
Judy Avery  850623  judyavery@outlook.com

The Friends of St George’s Church 
invite you to an evening with 

 
LYRA - a vocal ensemble 

from St Petersburg 

FRIDAY 8 MAY 2020  

AT 7.30PM 

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH 

 
The choir will  
perform Russian  
Orthodox, classical  
and folk music. 
More details  
to follow. 

cfgparkinson@gmail.com



 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

Every Weekday in St George’s Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs  

Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www. b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call Holly on 
07419 989830 for details

For more information please visit www.benendenhospital.org.uk/gp 

The Benenden Hospital Trust is a company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England, number 3454120. Registered charity number 1065995, 

Registered Office, The Benenden Hospital Trust, Goddards Green Road, 

Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4AX

25 minute 
appointments 

for £95

Fitting a GP appointment into your busy schedule can 

be tricky, especially if you’re feeling under the weather. 

Benenden Hospital offers flexible appointment times and 

25-minute slots, so there’s plenty of time to discuss any 

concerns or questions you may have. 



The world premiere  
of Sinbad’s Quest 
Helen Commander celebrates Benenden’s  
latest (in)famous panto, written and directed  
by Bev Beveridge. It involved 80 children and 
adults on stage and behind the scenes and was 
watched by over 800. 
As David and I were leaving the village hall after 
the Friday performance of Sinbad’s Quest in early 
February, Ruth Clark asked if I would write a 
review of the show. She quickly added, “I hope 
you enjoyed it?” Rest assured we did. 

The costumes were vibrant and colourful,  
and credit must go to those who ‘dressed’ the 
cast. Make-up and hair makes a huge difference 
and to all those involved, well done. The wigs on 
Rosy Baps and Queen Heebee were something  
to behold. 

Live music really adds to the enjoyment so 
thank you to the musicians. The dancers had 
obviously practiced well and remained in step 
with one another. Their costumes were beautiful, 
and I especially liked the underwater scene when 
they danced as jellyfish. I would like an umbrella 
like that! 

All the children were wonderful from the 
beautiful handmaidens and ladies-in-waiting to the 
crazy Jeebees and the Sultan’s servant Cid. The 
reporters were very accomplished in all they did 
on stage. They had many costume changes but 
always arrived back on stage looking unflustered. 
Including at the end when they embraced the 
pantomime tradition and came on as a Unicorn. 

The opening dream sequence with Sinbad and 
Vera was very cleverly done. An interesting way 
to introduce those characters to the audience. 
The sailors were a funny trio who made us smile 
every time they came on stage. 

Mustafa Fry-up had us in stitches with  
his well-timed arrivals on stage with his 
squeaky wheeled kebab trolley. Who didn’t 
leave the hall wanting a kebab? (But not at 
Mustafa’s prices!). Cyclops with his 
rather Michael Crawfordesque character 
was inspired and his cheeky monkey, 
moved about the stage so confidently and 
with an ear piercing screech! 

Many things help to create a good 
performance and two of those are namely; lines 
well learned (an improvement, I felt, from the 
adults this year - younger members always learn 
their lines well) and smiling on stage; you all did 
this, apart from moments like Vera had when 
being pursued by the deceitful Chisla. And poor 
Billy Wassock, I hope your foot has healed. 

I personally felt that on one or two occasions, 
the ad libbing became just a little too 
risqué for what is a family 
pantomime. Historically 
pantomimes are for 
all the family with 
a few ‘adult’ 
lines. Be careful 
not to cross 
that line too far. 

All in all, it 
was a fun way  
to spend a rather 
dreary Friday 
evening. Thank  
you to everyone 
involved in putting  
a show like this 
together. Here’s  
to the next one. 
Helen Commander

Review



Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street! 

 

An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines 
and with Post Office services . . .  

    . . .  and a great place to meet and chat over a coffee or snack. 
 

Free Wifi 
info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

Dream Big  
Shine Brighter

An incredibly nurturing day and flexi-boarding 

school inspiring 3-13 year old boys and girls  

to fulfil their extraordinary potential. 

dulwichprepcranbrook.org
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A ringing success 
A quarter-peal of 1251 changes of Stedman 
Cinques was rung on the 12 bells on Friday 17 
January, in 51 minutes by a band from all over 
the county, ably conducted by Richard Edwards 
of Tenterden; the performance was the first in 
this ‘method’ by the youngest of the band, 
Alexander Runting of Sidcup. 

Congratulations to three members of the 
Dellow family - Will, aged nine, Ben, 11 and mum 
Katie - who all passed the basic test of ringing 
‘rounds’ and lowering a bell unassisted, required 
for membership of the Kent County Association 
of Change Ringers, at the Ashford District 
ringing meeting at Wye, on 18 January, and were 
duly elected into membership. Both boys started 
in October with twice-weekly training sessions 
and were joined at Christmas by their mum, 
who boldly took on the formidable challenge  
of attaining this skill level in just one month,  
with complete success, on a none too easy ring 
of ten bells, attracting very positive comments 
from the District Ringing Masters who assessed 

them, as to their excellent and confident bell 
handling and lowering. 

Their skills were immediately put to use the 
next day in our own church, when, due to the 
absence of a number of experienced members 
of the band from Sunday service ringing, all 
three were forthwith obliged to ring, without 
anyone standing by in support - and did so 
without a wobble. As both of our other young 
ringers, Jack and Jon, were also ringing with 
them upon the ‘light eight’ bells, this meant for 
the first time at Benenden, half the Sunday 
service band were under 13. They are looking 
forward to joining the Kent Young Ringers as 
their skills progress onwards. 

We welcome anyone, young or old, who 
would like to join them in the tower and learn 
the skills of English change ringing - come up 
any Wednesday 7-9pm (access by the west door 
at the bottom of the tower), or Sunday 9.15am 
and see what it’s about; or contact: 
Rod Lebon   240083    
rodericklebon@ hotmail.com

Clubs, Sports and Recreation



Benenden Village Hall 
TN17 4DE 

Refreshments & free parking 

 

More than 30 
diverse artists 

 

Contact Annie on 01580 720559 or 07970 413492 

www.griersongalleries.com

Saturday 4 April 
10am - 5pm 

& 
Sunday 5 April 

10am - 4pm

In Partnership with:

A R T  S H O W  
BENENDENBENENDEN
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figurative, 
landscape, urban, 
watercolour, oil, 
ceramic and  
creative crafts.  
Some have 
exhibited 
internationally, 
some are local, all are 
professional and remember,  
you can have these original 
works in your own home. 

Some artists you may 
recognise, others are new.  
All are innovative and masters 

of their media. The wonderfully atmospheric 
watercolours of the renowned David Aspinall 
return, set against the vibrant, Rochester-based 
newcomer abstract 
artist, Adele Love. The 
young Max White, an 
RA 2020 Summer 
exhibition hopeful with 
his impressionist urban 
landscapes, and the 
gentle and figurative 
Florentine style of  
Louis Ryan. Benenden 
residents Mike 
Unsworth and Helen 
Jewsbury are again 
present this year. 

Also new for this year: the entire stage area  
is dedicated to the skilled members from the 
Society of Graphic Fine Art (SGFA) promoting 
the finest drawing skills; and up in the gallery 
there is a an exhibition of fine and distinguished 
‘antique master’ British landscape paintings from 
the 19th century, along with Nick Hampshire  

an expert art restorer 
demonstrating his skills. 
Saturday 4 April-Sunday 5 April 
Free entry 
Annie Watsham 
01580 720559   07970 413492 
annie@griersongalleries.com 
www.griersongalleries.com

Take Art! 
Benenden Art 
Show 2020 
The Weald as art, the Weald 
as poetry and prose. Rural 
beauty attracts culture and  
it is arriving in the form of 
Grierson Galleries’ third 
Benenden Art Show next 
month, with an explosion  
of colour, texture, creativity 
and diversity, taking place  
on the weekend of 4-5 April 
in the village hall. 

Last year more than 600 crossed the threshold 
to marvel at a huge variety of different artists 
from across the region. This year the show will  
be bigger and better than ever: not just a venue 
for local artists, more a venue for incredible 
artists who live in the region. 

Famous artists and authors have taken 
inspiration from the area, from the Cranbrook 
Colony to the Bloomsbury Set at Charleston  
and chums at Sissinghurst Castle - even the  
young comedian Jo Brand, raised in the village, 
famously criticised it, but very artistically! 

With more than 30 exhilarating ‘creators’ 
displaying 
their unique 
talents, 
there is 
something 
for all 
tastes: 
abstract, 

Event Preview

David Aspinall 
Fish Market, Venice

Adele Love 
Transition

Mike Unsworth 
Storm at Sea

Max White 
Westminster

Helen  
Jewsbury 



Providing diagnostic 
and surgical
services 
throughout
Kent and
East Sussex

24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service

Mobile and 
Clinic based Services

www.milbournequine.co.uk

Hawkhurst
01580 752301

Ashford
01233 500505

Also at Rye and Canterbury

Caring for 
your pet’s 
health every 
step of 
the way

www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk
24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service available

CINQUE PORTS VETS
Dedicated to your pet’s well being

Hawkhurst 
Veterinary Surgery
01580 752187

Tenterden
Veterinary Surgery

01580 763309
Surgeries also at Rye, Ashford, Lydd and Wye

Greenacre Landscapes  
Creating Beautiful Gardens 

since 1963 
 

Specialists in Private Garden 
Design & Construction 

Patios - Brickwork - Decking 
 Stonework - Ponds/Lakes  

Water Features - Planting Schemes 
Groundworks 

Detailed Plans - Portfolio Available  
Free Consultation  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
01580 240085      01892 722412  
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

Everything Outside
Every job is treated with a professional, 

friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured 
William Smith 

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232 
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.everything-outside.co.uk

GARDENING l LANDSCAPING l PATIOS 

FENCING l MOWING l HEDGE TRIMMING 

DRAINAGE l CLEARANCE l DIGGER WORK 

TREE SURGERY l CONCRETING



Uncovering  
the Santer Jug 
 

Peter Stennett tells the tale of how, while clearing 
his pond, he discovered and pieced together a 
wonderful relic of the village from the 1800s. 
 
Sara and I arrived in Benenden in late 2017. We 
were excited to move into our new home and village 
and we started to decorate and plan the garden, 
developing new flower borders and planting 150 
trees while thinking about the two biggest 
landscaping projects. 

In our meadow is an old bomb hole surrounded 
by a few large oak trees and a jungle of six-foot-high 
nettles and brambles. I really wanted to get into it 
and start sorting it out. At the front of our property 
is a large pond covered in duckweed, deeply shaded 
and full of sludge. Another project I was looking 
forward to tackling. 

Ever since my childhood holidays with my Nana 
Pom (named after her ginger cat), exploring the 
beaches at Herne Bay, I have always enjoyed looking 
for interesting finds and wondered if there might be 
anything in the sludge. Little did I know just how 
many items previous generations had donated. 

Large amounts of broken china were the most 
common find, as well as glass or stoneware bottles, 
most of which were used for ink in the days when 

people wrote letters to 
their families and friends 
(Fig.1). By now sporadic 
rain was starting to 
slowly fill the pond, 
reducing the areas I 
could dig. 

One piece of china 
caught my eye. Instead of 
having a pattern there was some intriguing writing 
on its broken surface. I could clearly see the word 

‘Inn’ and in front of it what looked like a double 
‘L’. Underneath this was ‘enden’. I was hoping 
this was an early piece from our local pub. The 
clincher was the word on top: Santer (Fig.2). 

Searching online I found that Samuel Santer 
was the publican here from 1835. I was thrilled 
to find such a local piece of history, but my 
excitement was diminished when I realised I 
had only a rough idea of where in the mud I had 
found it. I looked through the whole area again 
carefully and over about two weeks started to 
find some more pieces of the body (Fig.3). Next 
came a few more pieces of the base of the pot, 
then another exciting piece with his name and 
a small part of the capital B of Bull. It also 
showed the top of the jug to have a small part 
of a lip for pouring (Fig.4). 

By now I was wondering what the rest of the jug 
might have looked like, and incredibly I found what 
I was looking for - the whole handle! How on earth it 
survived unbroken I will never know (Fig.5). 

I rushed indoors to show Sara as if I had just 
discovered the lost gold of the Sierra Madre. I taped 
all the pieces together and sent them off to  
be restored. As you can see there was still  
a considerable amount that I was unable to  

find (Fig.6), but 
after two months 
it was returned, 
the jug intact  
for the first time 
in 180 years.  
I had asked for  
a museum-quality 
restoration where 
the lines of 
breakage can still 

be seen, and the missing pieces had all been 
faithfully reproduced right down to the exact 
colouring and crazing (Fig.7). 

Naturally I showed the jug to Lucy at the Bull, 
who was thrilled to see it, and one day it will live 
there again. For now I want to keep it here, and if 
you come to our open day for the Hospice in the 
Weald in July you will be able to see it, along with 
some of our other finds, and to check on the progress 
I have made on the garden here at Little Walkhurst.

Fig.7

Fig.6

Fig.1

Fig.2 Fig.3 Fig.4 Fig.5

Benenden History



01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local 
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and 
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and 
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property 
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not 
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at 
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost 
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.  

LEADERS IN 
LOCAL PROPERTY 
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in 
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for 
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET   ROLVENDEN LAYNE   £3,250 PCM
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l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No callout charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamille@yahoo.co.uk 
www.pipesandnails.com

Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 

receive your brochure  

Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 

tailored packages of personal care 

that can help people stay in their  

own home for as long as possible, 

rather than going into a care home 

before it’s really needed. We assist  

those who need help due to 

fraility, disability or illness to live 

as independently as possible, with 

comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please text FOOD35 £3  
to 70070 to buy a meal  

for someone in crisis
Please look at the website for details on 
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover 
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk



‘Home is the 
heart and we 
carry it with us’ 
Mary Cruse, the 
daughter of village 
stalwarts Russell and 
Mary Cruse, writes  
about what Benenden 
means to her and the 
path she has taken  
since she left the village 
after school in 2006. 
The longing for home  

is part of the human experience. All of us strive 
to create a sense of belonging, be it with a  
place, a person or a belief system. For me, no 
matter where I go, Benenden is home, and I  
am always drawn back to this little village,  
with its picturesque cottages, quiet lanes  
and warm community spaces. 

The experience of growing up in Benenden 
shapes its children. Knees cut on brambles in  
the woods, views of the milky way at night,  
fetes, fireworks and festivities surrounded by 
familiar faces. And I know, without a doubt, that  
it has shaped me in more ways than I can say. 

Though I still call it home, I no longer live in 
Benenden. After graduating from St Gregory’s 
Comprehensive, I left for the University of 
Nottingham, where I studied American Literature 
and History. From there, I went to Oxford to 
train as a journalist and take up a position as a 
science communicator at a particle accelerator.  
I spent over half a decade in the city, working  
as a writer for science facilities, local newspapers 
and the UK government. 

Eventually it became clear that Oxford was 
simply too far away. I now live in Canterbury, 
where I can enjoy the excitement of city-living 
less than an hour away from home. I commute 
into London for work. Having recently left the 
Wellcome Trust, I’m now with a content agency - 
Unfold Stories - which specialises in international 
and social issues. At Unfold, I cover topics like 
vaccine availability in low-income countries, 
drone-based drug delivery services, the health 

implications of female genital mutilation, and 
access to healthcare services in underserved 
communities. I’m very lucky to love my work,  
and I wouldn’t change what I do for anything. 

It was around this time last year that I began 
writing my first book: An Illustrated History  
of Science. The book is aimed at non-science 
readers aged 16 and up, and covers the evolution 
of science over the centuries, from agriculture  
to Artificial Intelligence. The book also aims to 
highlight the contributions of overlooked groups, 
including women and scholars from the Islamic 
world. I wanted to tackle the idea that science  
is solely the work of European men, and show 
that science belongs to all of us. 

Although it seems like a long time ago that  
I spent my days playing in Walkhurst Lane and 
climbing trees in the Glebe Field, Benenden is 
still very present in my world. I often come  
home to spend time with family and friends; 
nothing beats the coffee in the village café or 
cheesy chips at The Bull! For me, home is more 
than where the heart is; it’s a place that shapes 
us, that defines who we are. Home is the heart, 
and we carry it with us, wherever we go. 

 
* Released November 2019, An Illustrated 
History of Science is available in Blackwells, 
Barnes and Noble and Amazon

Spotlight



Climate change:  
we need to be vigilant 
Mary Cruse highlights the issues and suggests 
ways in which we can make a positive impact 
Are you a caring person? Do you have children, 
or care about those of a relative or friend?  
What are your hopes for their future? If you live 
in Benenden, you presumably value tranquility, 
the natural world, safety, and neighbourliness  
and community spirit. Looking to the future,  
you (like I) hope that these qualities will endure. 

Yet the world of the future is, now more than 
ever, uncertain. Not just the political upheavals  
at present, but the biggest issue - climate change. 
Before you turn the page, consider this: a baby 

conceived this month will be born nine months 
from now into a world in which either people 
have heeded the reality of climate change, or 
they haven’t. Next Christmas we’ll know 
whether we’ve kept pace with the target of ‘only’ 
1.5°C of global heating by 2100; but 1.5°C means 
a rise in sea level of nearly half a metre, loss of 
polar ice, loss of glaciers, loss of habitats and 
ensuing species extinction, increasing acidification 
of the oceans, more heatwaves, more floods, 
more hurricanes, higher average temperatures, 
and for many it’ll mean loss of livelihood, homes, 
threatened food supply and displaced and 
separated families. That’s the ‘good’ climate 
change - the one we are aiming for. 

So, what about our Benenden baby born  

Hot Topic



nine months from now, into the world in which 
people haven’t heeded the reality of climate 
change? If we do nothing, we are looking at a 
rise of at least 3°C. Don’t move to Japan;  
Osaka, a city with a GDP almost as big as the 
Netherlands, will be under water. Forget about 
Shanghai, Alexandria, Rio de Janeiro, Miami. 
Under water. What about us, though? Last year’s 
hot summer will be typical by the time our 
Benenden baby is 30 years old, and by the time 
they’re old, it will be viewed as pleasantly cool. 

Extreme heat is dangerous for the very 
young and very old, and we’ll see more heat-
related deaths. Droughts are probable, with 
associated water shortages, particularly as  
more people move into the area. Asian tiger 
mosquitoes could become native, leading to 
dengue fever, and Zika virus locally. In Kent,  
road surfaces will melt, rail tracks will buckle 
and there’ll be more trackside fires; heavy rain 
will lead to embankment collapses (as happened 
recently on the Tonbridge to Redhill line), 
agriculture will change, with a move towards 
Mediterranean crops, and the cost of food  
will rise. There’s more, but you’ve probably  
had enough of this by now. 

So, what can we do to protect the future  
for our children and our Benenden baby? 
Psychologists talk about ‘the bystander effect’. 
The more people present at a crisis, the less 
likely it is that help will be offered. Reasons  
for this include being unsure what to do or 
what is happening, and assuming that someone 
else will do something. The more people who 
are involved, the more likely it is that we will 
assume it’s not our responsibility to act. 

This is important when it comes to climate 
change because we tend to look outside our 
own sphere of responsibility. . But to get the 
future we want for our children, we must take 
individual, personal, responsibility for climate 
change. That’s uncomfortable because we all  
feel irritable when our behaviour is criticised. 
How are you feeling right now? Yet, to get the 
world we need, we must change our behaviour. 

Between now and December you have a 
chance, personally, to make small behavioural 
changes that will lead to a better future.

YOU COULD: 
l  Get your energy from a truly renewable 

supplier (most of them aren’t - check) 
l  Only drive your car for journeys of two miles 

or more, and only use it when necessary 
l  Car share 

(https://kentconnected.org/commute-
smarter/car-share) 

l  Get a minibus scheme set up with your 
children’s schools, or walk or cycle to school 

l  Buy food that is seasonal and local 
l  Stop buying clothes or buy them from charity 

shops 
l  Switch off standby on home appliances 
l  Aim to reduce meat consumption 
l  Recycle as much as you can 
l  Wash your clothes at 30°C, and always run 

your appliances full 
l  Shun plastic 
l  Turn off lights 
l  Heat only those rooms you are in 
l  Turn down your thermostat 
l  Find out more about climate change and talk 

about it with your family and friends 
l  Don’t feel guilty. You are doing something for 

the better if you decide to change. 
 
It’s March. There are about 295 days until the 

end of the year. Let’s make 2021 a more hopeful 
year for our children and for our Benenden baby.



Grown in paradise,  
raised on hard graft 
Peter Thomas visits Nicci Gurr down on the 
farm at her Home Gurr’own catering business 
There’s a touch of the rural idyll about Starling 
Cottage Farm, a hint of the happy homestead  
in the self-sufficient world that Nicci and Julian 
Gurr have created for themselves and their  
two growing daughters at Golford. 

Underpinning it all is a thriving catering 
business that feeds off the fruits of their six- 
acre plot, the raised beds, the flower beds,  
the orchard and the pasture, where plans for 
exquisite wedding menus take shape alongside 
the seasonal, sustainable ethos. But the riches 
come at a price, and as we head through the 
five-bar gate and into the fields to check on the 
flock of Southdown sheep - the Gloucester Old 
Spot pigs having just gone off for hog roasting - 
we begin to count the cost of paradise. 

The sun is shining but the wind is gusting 
with purpose, set to knock us off our feet if it 
weren’t for the fact that we were anchored in 
six inches of mud, but Nicci is used to it. “This  
is our life and it’s fulfilling, but it’s hard work,” 
she says. “Some days you absolutely love what 
you do, but some days, in the rain and the wind 
and the mud, you hate it and wonder why you 
don’t have a proper job.” 

There was a time, though, when she did have 
a proper job, working for the corporate arm of 
the Roux Brothers’ business, as a chef on private 
yachts, in a restaurant in Winchester, then as a 

head chef in 
Crowborough, 
where she 
discovered after 
three days  
that she was 
pregnant with 
their first child, 
and their lives 
were knocked 
upside down. 

Their small 
fruit and veg 
operation went 
from being 
something of  
a paid hobby  
to being, of 
necessity, their life and livelihood; within a few 
months of Daisy being born they breathed life 
into Home Gurr’own and “started doing it 
properly”. Coming up next is lunch for 350 at 
the Taste of Kent Awards at Detling Showground, 
but if it sounds like it’s been a seamless process, 
nothing could be further from the truth. 

“We’ve taken it all in our stride,” explains 
Nicci, “but we lived in a mobile home for 12 
years and brought up two children [Daisy, now 
13, and Lori, 9] with no water and no sanitation. 
At the beginning somebody said to me you have 
to be really disciplined with your hours. I thought 
they meant you have to work hard because it 
doesn’t just happen, but now I realise what they 
meant was you can’t do 90 hours a week for 

Food and Drink



are still the mainstay, and 
without wishing to alarm 
Julian, Nicci was happy  
to come up with a menu,  
for the unlikely event of  
her next marriage, opting 
for a spring ceremony. 

“It would have to be 
slow-roasted lamb, tasty  
and simple, with broad 
beans, which I adore,  
new potatoes from 
Morghew Estate just  
down the road and our  
own amazing tomatoes, 
maybe in a panzanella  
salad with mozzarella,  
basil and caramelised  
red onion, followed by  
a massive pavlova with 
raspberries, strawberries 
and lots of gin from Anno  
in Marden and perhaps a 
pint of bitter from Old 
Dairy and wine from 
Biddenden. Aren’t we  
lucky here in Kent?” 

Very lucky indeed to 
have Home Gurr’own on 
our doorstep.

35

seven years 
because it will 
take its toll - you 
have to have a 
family life and a 
proper balance. 

“So, yes, it’s 
been hard, but 
we love doing 
anything as long 
as we’re staying 
true to our 
roots. Cooking 
has always been  
a part of my life,  
so to get down 
to grass roots 
and actually  

start growing what you cook is super exciting.” 
Nicci hails from Brixham in Devon, but Julian 

is the local link. His father John was born just 
across the road and has lived here all his life, 
now acting as head grower of 30 varieties of 
heritage tomatoes; his wife Ann, former head  
of Colliers Green School, was the supplier  
of the punning name for the company; Julian 
does “production, animals, VAT, children and 
everything outside, and I do everything inside, 
so we don’t work together, and it seems to be 
the answer.” 

The company is thriving as a result, with  
the couple having launched a second business 
called Twisted Bramble, which is “circus-based, 
immersive entertainment involving teepees,  

fire-eaters, 
suspended aerial 
acts, magicians, 
lots of alcohol 
and lots of food” 
- all great fun  
as long as you 
don’t end up 
with a trapeze 
artist landing in 
your soup. The 
weddings, though, 

50 Tickets Only - Available At The Shop

£15

Friday 13 March  
    7 for 7.30pm
Wines from the Loire 

Richard Household at Benenden School Café

To include eight wines 
from unusual sources 
and some excellent food

Nicci Gurr  
on veganism 
I love and hate the 
vegan movement.  
I love the fact that 
people have star ted 
wondering where their 
food comes from and 
questioning it, but I 
hate the extremists. 
For us it’s all about 
local, sustainable and 
humane, and if we 
know where our food 
is coming from, who’s 
producing our meat, 
that it’s not being 
shipped halfway  
around the world to 
be slaughtered, that’s 
what matters. It’s great 
to see people eating 
cauliflower steaks, 
making their meals 
around vegetables, 
though, and once the 
bandwagon has slowed 
down I’m hoping 
something positive  
will come out of it.

Three generations of Gurrs: 
Julian, young Daisy and John



Seeds in Spring 
I attended a very informative talk this week  
on seed sowing, from the owners of the  
Walled Nursery in Hawkhurst. As it happened,  
I was in the middle of compiling a list of not 
only vegetables but also flowers to grow from 
seed for this year, so it was very timely to 
attend such a useful talk to fill the gaps in my 
knowledge. I am not, as it happens, an avid seed 
sower or collector - this is because it really is  
a full-time job, and I already have a day job, 
even if it is gardening for a living! 

Although we covered seed-sowing at 
college, I didn’t get bitten by the bug until I 
started growing my own vegetables. Odd that  
it should take growing food from seed to kick-
start the passion rather than the knowledge 
gained from a textbook, but there it is. Proof, if 
any is needed, that ‘doing’ rather than ‘reading’ 
is such a big part of gardening (either that or  
I am greedier than I thought!). 

If I could give anyone any advice about 
sowing seed, it would be to start small - this 
was even advocated at the Walled Nursery  
talk. It is so tempting to over-stretch and  
come up with wild plans, but I can say from 

experience that it will implode as you become 
overwhelmed with irregular germination, leggy 
growth, insect infestations and watering issues, 
not to mention blight, wind, rain ... all on a large 
scale if you have over-enthused. 

It is far better to start with either a few 
well-known varieties, or a few unusual varieties, 
but never a lot of both. This ensures that you 
will have successes as well as failures and you 
will yield an impressive crop even in your first 
year. You can then collect your seed (as long as 
it’s not F1, F2 hybrid etc) and sow again for the 
following year. 

I have set myself a promise this growing 
season to stake my plants, particularly my cut 
flowers. I will do this early and properly and  
I shall report back with my successes. I did  
sign up for a ‘cut flower’ seed bundle with the 
Walled Nursery, which will be my limit for 
flowers (apart from dahlias, naturally) and now 
I just have to whittle my veggie list down a bit - 
having recently moved to a garden with a bit 
more growing space, I have no excuses now! 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

In Your Garden



Thinking of selling or letting your 
property in or close to Benenden?

Specialist Rural and Village 
Agent. Full Professional Estate 
Agency service.

For straightforward sale or letting advice 
regarding the value of your house please 
contact us. 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

Providing private hire and taxi service 
from Benenden. 

 

We offer a reliable, professional service 
including airport and station transfers, 

courier service and 
informative tours for visitors to the area 

across Kent and Sussex. 
 

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked. 
 

Contact us to discuss availability 
and tariffs on: 

 

01580 242898 or 07707 242898 
 

or visit our website 
for further information 

 

www.hemstedcars.co.uk



Above: The culmination of tremendous hard work and dedication from the Benenden Players: a stage transformed by 
vibrant performances and jewel colours as the village pantomime thrilled full houses across five stunning performances.  
Photographs: Hayley Daley 
Front cover: Sinbad’s Quest: a dazzling show. Photograph: Hayley Daley


