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Editorial

When a proper English country village is working well, it’s a joy to behold. Of course, there will
always be a bit of squabbling, maybe the occasional full and frank exchange of words, even a little
internecine strife - all inevitable results of living at such close quarters with our neighbours - but
when the cogs and wheels are aligned, there’s no stopping us.

Very recently, our community shop announced that its finances were in rude health.They were
so healthy, in fact - largely due to the efforts of a willing band of volunteers and the custom of a
grateful village - that it had been able to donate a substantial sum to the building of the children’s
playground that recently opened its gates to Benenden’s youngest.

The Parish Council donated as well, along with the Village Trust, several generous individuals

and the Bonfire Society, whose excellent Guy Fawkes night festivities - again enormously well
attended by Benendonians - meant they could also chip in to help the local Scout group, among
others. In short, with some of us organising, chivvying and doing the donkey work, and others of
us turning up, spending and enjoying ourselves - perhaps the most important part of the process
- we seem to find ways to maintain this village as a shining example of a thriving community that
manages to help itself when help is needed.

We on the Benenden Magazine are lucky to have so many acts of unbridled goodwill and selfless
graft to report on every month, and this month is no exception.All the above is included in the
August issue, and we hope to bring you a glowing report about the completion of the primary
school build in time for the new academic year in September.

For those of you about to go off on your summer holidays, enjoy the break, but | just know you’ll
be pleased to come home.

Peter Thomas, Co-Editor

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council

and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas

Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Tracy Claridge, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas, Treasurer: Charles Trollope
Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: lain Fraser

Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine @gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.

Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.

Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY 01580 240371
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church

Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Churchwarden: Tracy Claridge 240454 maisonsicheluk@tlclaridge.co.uk

Churchwarden: David Collard 241944 julia.collard@btinternet.com

www.benendenchurch.org 850849  benendenchurch@gmail.com

Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill or would like a visit or home communion.

Sunday 4 August 8am Communion I0am All-age Communion 5pm Choral Evensong

Sunday || August 8am 1662 Communion |10am Morning Worship 5pm Evening Prayer
at Mission Church

Sunday 18 August 8am Communion I0am Sung Eucharist

Sunday 25 August 8am Communion I0am Morning Worship

Mission Church, Sandhurst
Rector: Revd David Commander 240658 revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Every Tuesday [0am Communion

Iden Green Congregational Church
Elder: Tobin Bird 240027 www.idengreen.org.uk
Sunday Services [0am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The Roman Catholic Chapel TN17 4EL
Fr Barry Grant 713364 www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers

Baptism 13 July Henry Marks
Wedding 20 July Sophie-Marie Smith and Jamie Russell
Funeral 4 July Joy Bates



Benenden village fete - in support of St George’s Church

Thank you.Thank you.Thank you.What a great afternoon Saturday |5 June was.The village fete -
in support of St George’s Church - was another tremendous team effort and success. It was

very hard work in the set-up, and breakdown afterwards, but all the hard work and effort was so
worthwhile. It was a tremendous community event. So, thank you to everyone who came, had fun
and put their hands in their pockets (more than ever, | reckon); thank you to those who ran the
stalls, refreshments and entertainment; thank you to those to donated either their time, resources
or prizes; thank you to the fete committee for making it happen. It was a wonderful, fun, village
event, supported by our MP and, I’'m told, Capt. Jack Sparrow - but | never saw him.You have
probably heard that it also raised a record amount for the church funds. Thank you for that, too.

There are still some expenses to come in and outgoings to be settled, but so far we have made
just over £10,500, our largest total ever and an incredible sum of money to raise in a four-hour
village fete on The Green. Many, many other villages would, I'm sure, be green with envy at such
a feat, but where does the money go? What does ‘the church’ do with it? Nearly £10.5k is a lot
of cash, but to put it into perspective our running costs this year are just over £8.2k per month.

As | wrote last year, as briefly and simply as possible: it goes into the general fund of St George’s
Church account, which pays for the costs of running the church and towards its upkeep.

Our budget for 2019 is £98,700.This is up on last year as a result of our increased allocation to

mission and maintaining the fabric of the church.As the contribution from our major fundraiser

goes into the general, unrestricted fund, it is not possible to state specifically what the £10,500
raised at the fete will be spent on, but our outgoings for the running and upkeep of your village
parish church are on such things as:

e The Diocesan Quota, known affectionately as the Parish Share, which covers things such as the
incumbent’s stipend (salary) and pension contributions, the training costs of current and future
priests and lay people, the Diocesan running costs and staff costs, safeguarding and support of
non-parish clergy (eg bishops and archdeacons). Benenden contributes £50,300 to the Diocese.

e Our day-to-day running costs (ie Rector’s and office expenses, and assistance from other clergy);
this year totals £9,850.

e The costs associated with worship (organ, piano, vestments, choir, Messy Church, etc) are £8,300.

e The running costs of the ‘fabric’ of the church - the building (insurance, churchyard maintenance,
lighting/heating/water and minor repairs) totals £1 1,300 this year.

e Last year we gave away £5,650 to the work of other charities, locally, nationally and overseas.

As | said last year, people’s opinions as to what the money should be spent on will differ, but all
of these outgoings are important for the successful running of your village church. Thank you
again for supporting the fete, for enjoying yourselves and, in the process, helping others.



Village Calendar

August
Wednesday 7  Benenden’s Community Shop Volunteers’ Evening, Benenden’s Community

Shop, 6.30pm p.15
Friday 9 Toddler Group morning, Rectory garden, Benenden, 9am p.9
Sunday 18 The Flower Farmers’ Big Weekend, Blue Hen garden, Benenden, 2pm p.13
Sunday 18 Harmsworth Court Service, Community Room, 4.30pm
Tuesday 20 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.17
Tuesday 20 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Communities in Flux, Ilden Green Pavilion, 2pm

p.17

Saturday 24 Churchyard Working Party, St George’s, Benenden, 9.30-12noon
Friday 30 Sound Tech Day for Teens, Benenden Village Hall, |0am p.9
September
Friday 6 Woodland Wide Games, Iden Green Congregational Church, 7pm
Sunday 8 Village Panto Auditions, Benenden Village Hall, 2.30pm p.9
Saturday 14 Friends of Kent Churches, Ride + Stride for churches p.15
Monday 16 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm
Friday 20 Weird and Wonderful Wines, Benenden School Café, 7pm p.33
Saturday 28 The Benenden Revue, Benenden Village Hall, 7.30pm p.9

Benenden Youth Club/Streetcruizer, age 11+
Tuesdays at Benenden Village Hall, 6.30-8.30pm

Coffee Shop

Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-12noon

Benenden Bowls Club
Thursdays, April-September, on the recreation field, practice night, 6.30pm

Cakes & Chaos: Cafe and Toddler Group

Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.15am

Refuse Lorry Collections

Saturday 10 August for Garden/Compostable Waste

Benenden,Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads, 9.40-1 lam
Saturday 24 August for Domestic Waste

Benenden,Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads, 9.40-1 lam
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Parish Council

| mentioned in my last letter that we were in the process of co-opting a new councillor, and it is
with great pleasure that | can confirm that Stephen Cochrane has joined our team, and attended
our meeting on |5 July, which was the first monthly meeting with a full team of councillors for
quite some time, so a very warm welcome to Stephen. He will be writing in this magazine in the
near future to introduce himself to those of you who don’t already know him.

| have a couple of seasonal reminders, the first one for those of you who are lucky enough to

live along The Street: please ensure that your hedges are trimmed sufficiently on the pavement
side to allow pedestrians to meander along safely at all times. And secondly, at the risk of harming
my carefully cultivated rock ‘n’ roll reputation: if you are minded to host a party during a warm
summer’s evening, please spare a thought for those who have less exciting lives and have
consideration to the time when the music is turned off.

Those of you living along Walkhurst Road will hopefully have already been notified, but for the rest
of us please note that due to essential works to the highway by Wedgewood Homes, Walkhurst
Road will be closed just north of Rothermere Close and south of Pelham for ten days from

5 August until 15 August. Diversion routes will of course be given when the closure is in force.

We are currently in the process of putting together a Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) for

KCC Highways, enabling us to highlight our specific highways problems and issues.Along with a
reduction in speed limits throughout the parish, and specifically the entirety of Walkhurst Road to
a 20mph limit, we are also proposing that a number of our lanes are given ‘Quiet Lane’ status, and
details of their benefits can be found on www.cpre.org.uk/resources/transport/roads/item/1867-
cpres-guide-to-quiet-lanes. Your opinions would be welcome on this and any highways issues you
would like to highlight, and we will do our best to incorporate them in our HIP.

We will be discussing the HIP and other issues at our next meeting at 7pm on |6 September at
Iden Green Pavilion. All welcome, please do come along. Enjoy the rest of your summer holidays.

Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair
01580 240364 nic.jthomas@btinternet.com

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
01580 240371 clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website www.benendenparishcouncil.org or find us on facebook

Parish Council Meeting
No meeting in August



FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY
AND HAPPINESS

PEASMARSH PLACE For Brochure & Details

Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555

All Under One Roof ot
jsm Place Farm, Headcorn Road, Staplehurse TNI2 IDBT\
Mister Theobald’'s Furniture showroom

www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk
Quality British-made Sofas & Chairs at DISCOUNT PRICES
Free delivery
Lift and Rise Recliners - Aome visils can be arrenged
Armchairs ¥8 Footstools ¥8 Sofas/Sofabeds Y2 Choice of fabrics/leather
Cushion interior replacement service in feather, sprung, fibre, FR. Foam etc.

mwassoctariovy vrre ‘Theobald Upholstery or sTaPLEHURST, est. 1975

Telephone: 01580-820055
MOST TYPES OF FURNITURE RE-UFPHOLSTERED AND REPAIRED
BY EXPERT CRAFTS PEOPLE - HUNDREDS OF FABRICS TO CHOOSE FROM

P.F. WARD
& SONS

FAMILY BUTCHERS

FRESH LOCAL
PRODUCE

VARIETY of HOME
MADE SAUSAGES
& BURGERS

Phone: 01580 240612
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R.M Sports Therapy 5
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A professional mobile service
provided by fully insured
Graduate Sports Therapist offering
injury and posture assessment,
treatment and exercise rehabilitation.

Your aches and pains from overuse
or sport participation can be eased
through massage, mobilisations,
stretching, taping and
exercise rehabilitation.

Rebecca Manford (BSc Hons MSST)
07923 965601

£ A

WOW

WOODFIRED OVEN WONDERS

A Wood Fired Oven can provide Our Private Care Service offers

Private Care Service

Town &
= iCountry

Homecare Limited

Caring for people in their own homes

pomestic
Care

fantastic, fresh and fast food for you
and your guests.

We are local to Benenden and can cater
for private parties, wedding receptions
and events of all kinds.

Most people only think of pizza, but
there are lots of alternatives.

Give me a call to discuss on:
01580 279000 or 07788 279000
info@wowcooking.co.uk

or visit our website
www.wowcooking.co.uk

tailored packages of personal care £9.77

per hour

that can help people stay in their
own home for as long as possible,
rather than going into a care home
before it’s really needed. We assist
those who need help due to
fraility, disability or illness to live

Call us on 01580 762244
as independently as possible, with m @ careonline g
comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Town & Country Homecare Limited

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk 102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT

For a free assessment
of your care needs or to
receive your brochure




Just a Thought

He wears a red shirt

A couple of weekends ago we visited an old friend living in Smethwick, on the outskirts of
Birmingham.The environment was very different from that which we experience around here. It was
a cityscape to start with, and then there were the city dwellers. The church congregation on Sunday
morning was made up of English, Indian, Pakistani, West African and East European members, though
most of the service itself was in English and was followed by very friendly chatter all round. Out in
the roads there was a strong Sikh presence and there were a good number of Muslims as well.

Our friend was keen to show us the area in which she had lived for most of her life. Travelling
down the High Street we saw an old cinema which had been converted into a Sikh gurdwara, a
Hindu temple built on a brownfield site and on the hilltop one of several Christian churches.The
rows of small, busy shops were almost all Asian run, with the occasional window full of wonderful
saris. How different the scene from that found here in West Kent. England is the country that |
love - as someone recently said! - and that’s no reason not to enjoy the diversity within it.

This visit brought to mind a conversation with one of my children many years ago.We were living
in Blantyre, Malawi and one evening at supper my younger son asked if he could have his primary
school friend David to play. | agreed that that would be fine and we would bring him home after
school the next day. However | wanted to know if David needed taking back to his house
afterwards. Most ex-pats had cars but many of the Malawians did not.

“Is David African?” | ask.

“l don’t know,” was the genuine reply.
“What is his second name?”

“I'm not sure.”

Nothing for it, so | ask,“Is he black?”

My son thinks seriously for a minute or two then answers earnestly, “l don’t know - but he wears
a red shirt.”

| cannot claim not to notice a person’s colour but my response is to have so many thoughts. Are
they British or here short term? Where are they from if not born in the UK? If they’re black, have
| been to their country? - | can clock up 15 or so but there is also the USA and the Caribbean. If
originally from elsewhere in the world what interesting and different cultures do they have? - |
have glimpsed several of them, too. Do they miss their ancestral country? Are they still in touch
with people there? Do they like others to be interested?

If the observer is a child it is to be hoped that, although the boy he sees in the street might not
be like him, it is the colour of his shirt that is the child’s main concern. Other differences can be
explored later.

Sue Fisher



Iden
Landscapes

Jay Weekes
Idenlandscapes@gmail.com
01580 389531 07720 817577

Hadlow trained and experienced in
Soft Landscape and Landscape Construction
Competitive Prices!

Border Design

Patios and minor Brickwork - Pointing
Decking

Winter Garden (one-off blitz)
Hedge ork

Sheds%nd Shed Bases

Turfing

Log Splitting

Rose and Fruit Tree Pruning

Planting up - Help with choice of planting

Topsoils | Composts | Barks | Grass Seed | Aggregates | Decorative Stones
Small Bags, Bulk Bags or Loose Loads
Delivered or Collected

Gardenscope

sacamz Bz

See above for contact information and feel
i free to contact for more details, quotes and
e prices. Often same day responses via email.
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Tel: 01797 253666 “reg phnne IJ an 55 ES

Lambert
Foster
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SPECIALISING IN

LETTING PROPERTY
IN THE WEALD OF KENT

COUNTRY = TOWN = VILLAGE

Our experience, expertise and local knowledge places us in the best position to
professionally guide landlords and tenants through the process of letting prope

We provide a full range of services and are always happy to discuss the most appropriate:
package to suit your particular needs. We also offer a free rental valuation and advice
service in relation to letting your property and a “no let, no fee” guarantee.

CRANBROOK 01580 712 234 |cttings@lambertandfoster.co.uk

39 High Street, Cranbrook, Kent | www.lambertandfoster.co.uk rightmove

find your happy

HIGH STREET OFFICES ALSO AT PADDOCK WOOD, KENT & MAYFIELD, SUSSEX

24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service

Caring for

t' . g= . - RCWS/
health every Providing diagnostic
step V:af and surgical Mobile and

, SerVi ces Clinic based Services

throughout A .
Kent and i Y,
East Sussex ‘Aﬁ‘ — W

- i Y
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Hawkhurst
Veterinary Surgery Veterinary Surgery
QOI580 752187 OI580 763309

Tenterden

Surgeries also at Rye, Ashford, Lydd and Wye
Dedicated to your pet’s well being

A5 CINQUE PORTS VETS

www.cinqueportsvets.co. uk

24 Hour7365 Days Emergen®

Hawkhurst
OI1580 752301
Ashford

01233 500505
Also at Rye and Canterbury




Grants for students

and school leavers
The Gibbon and Buckland Charity, which
started in 1602 with the gift of the school
house at the foot of the Green, still gives some
support to the primary school, but uses most
of its income to give student grants. These are
available for any young person under the age of
25 who is resident in, and has been resident in,
the parish of Benenden for not less than three
years and either in further education or in
other ways getting prepared for working life.

Trustees will also consider applications for
grants for gap year projects of educational
worth.

Latest date for applications 30 September.
If you could benefit, or know someone who
could, please ask for an application form at
Benenden’s community shop, or from the
clerk to the charity:
David Harmsworth, Clerk 240683
gibbonandbuckland @gmail.com

The Benenden Revue:

for one night only

Saturday 28 September, Benenden Village
Hall, 7.30pm

The next Benenden Revue is shaping up very
nicely. Now a popular and regular event, this
year’s revue is packed full of music, songs,
comedy and sing-alongs - all performed by our
talented Benenden villagers.

Seating is cabaret style so bring nibbles or
picnics, but no drinks please as there will be a
bar. This is a fund raiser to improve the stage
lighting for Benenden Players’ events. Full details
will be in the September magazine, but you can
buy tickets now via www.benendenplayers.co.uk
or in the village shop from | August.They cost
just £5 and £3 for under |6s.

If you fancy a role auditions are open to all on
Sunday 8 September 2019
2.30pm onwards for under 16s
4pm for adults
Benenden Village Hall
Do come along!
For more information:
enquiry@benendenplayers.co.uk,
or see our Facebook page

Sound tech day for teens
Benenden Players are holding a one-day
‘Introduction to Sound Technology’ for
[3-17-year olds on Friday 30 August in the
village hall.

The day (10am-4pm) is run by professional
sound engineer Simon Morris. Students will
gain an introduction to sound; learn how a
sound desk works; practice mixing and setting
up levels to achieve the best results; and have
some fun producing sound effects. They will
end the day setting up and managing a live
music session and running sound effects during
a scripted scene.

There are just six places available at £20
each to ensure everyone has the best
opportunity to learn and practice. Places will
be allocated on a first come basis. Contact:
Ruth Clark 07767 261883
ruth@splashpr.co.uk

Toddler group morning

Friday 9 August, Rectory garden, Benenden,
9-12noon

There will be a Benenden and Sandhurst
combined toddler group event in the rectory
garden. Please do come along.



West+ Kent

for beler mental heallh

Help is on hand
from your local Mind

www.westkentmind.org.uk
01732 744950

Information given,
volunteers welcome
and donations needed.

We’re here to make sure
anyone with a mental health
problem has somewhere
to turn for advice and support.

SHOP POST OFFICE CAFE
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Thinking of selling or letting your
property in or close to Benenden?

For straight
regarding the value of your house please
contact us.

Specialist Rural and Village
Agent. Full Professional Estate
Agency service.

orward sale or letting advice

01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk
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It was with great fanfare and
excitement on Saturday 6 July
that the Thoburn Playground was
declared open. Lots of children
were there early, waiting (fairly)
patiently outside the fence, and
after a countdown from ten, burst
excitedly in through the gate to
explore the new play area.

By the squeals, energetic
swinging, sliding, jumping and
laughter all round, it looks like the
new playground is a resounding
success and it is fantastic to see so
many children and families using

the equipment, playing outside in
the sunshine and having fun.There are a few
more items to be added in the coming weeks,
including a village shop front for creative play,
some sensory boards, an additional accessible
picnic bench and a litter bin, so do watch out
for these further enhancements.

The playground has been provided for all the
community, and we need you to help us keep it
clean and safe by following the rules indicated
on the signage, using the litter bins or taking
your litter home with you, and reporting any
issues or concerns with the equipment to
the clerk of the Benenden Village Trust on
BVTclerk@gmail.com.

This project would not have been possible

without the people from the community

who gave to our Play Benenden appeal, and

we thank each and every one of you for your
contributions - we hope you are pleased with
the result.We especially thank Sarah and William
Macpherson for their substantial donation and
the suggestion for the name - the Thoburn
Playground.We are extremely grateful to
Benenden’s community shop, the Benenden
Bonfire Society, and Benenden Hospital for their
generous contributions, and also to Benenden
Parish Council and the Benenden Village Trust
for their funding support and assistance.

Extra special mention should go to Kier
Construction, who have been so incredibly
supportive of our community project, assisting
us with sourcing equipment and fencing,
installation of extra items and signage, and
general advice on how to approach the project.
We cannot speak highly enough of their
professional, friendly and helpful approach.

The project would also not have been
possible without the hard work and dedication
of the Play Benenden committee, who put in so
many hours of researching, planning, organising,
and fundraising to successfully deliver such a
fantastic playground for children and families in
and around Benenden. So a heartfelt thank you
goes to Katy Marshall, Athena Cripps, Tom Gray,
Lucy Watkins and Beth Astridge.

Play Benenden
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Private Tuition
in Benenden

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential

With Clare Leek

YOUR MP

Helen Grant

Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone and the
Weald, holds regular surgeries around
the constituency. If you would like to
arrange an appointment to discuss an
issue of concern to you, please e-mail
Helen at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk
or telephone 020 7219 7107.

clare.intuition@btinternet.com
07711 619536

Primary Subjects

Singapore Maths

French
www.helengrant.org
Produced by Helen Grant MP, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
Hemsted cars -
orofessional private hire Divorce Support
Providing private hire and taxi service EmOtl_OnaL SRR throughout .
from Benenden. thei d'VOEe process —
Help with paperwork includin
We offer a reliable, professional service F P E pap g
including airport and station transfers, orm . .
courier service and ) JuUe \/\/|LSO|’]
informative tours for visitors to the area Divorce Recove ry
across Kent and Sussex. Guiding you through the pain,

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked. isolation and Lloneliness JW DIVORCE SUPPORT

Contact us to discuss availability

and tariffs on: Divorce Coaching
01580 242898 or 07707 242898 BU|Ld|ng a new life and www. J.WdI.VOI’CGSUppOI‘t.CO.Uk
moving forward julie@jwdivorcesupport.co.uk

or visit our website
for further information

07977 777306
Support for Men and WWomen

www.hemstedcars.co.uk

N 01580 242700

WEALD Residential Sales  Management and Lettings wealdproperty.net

ﬁ‘* Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local
g m Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and

= > Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and
TSN

§ personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property.

E\ .

Recently SOLD BENENDEN £775,000

LEADERS IN To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in Recently LET ROLVENDEN LAYNE £3,250 PCM
LOCAL PROPERTY Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for
SINCE 1985 a complimentary market appraisal.

The property : Zooplacou @PrimeLocatloncom 2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,

Smarter property search

Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF




Village hall highlights

David Orchard returns with his very popular
teak garden furniture sale on Sunday 4 August
between 10am and 4pm.All the outdoor
furniture is made of fully sustainable, Indonesian
kiln-dried teak which has then been fine sanded
on every surface until smooth as silk. The full
range is maintenance-free and can withstand
all weather conditions.
There is a really exciting event taking place
on Sunday | | August from 4pm to 6pm for
all aspiring singers, in aid of Shelter (a charity
that campaigns to end homelessness and bad
housing). In conjunction with Maddie4Music and
Jewel Performing Arts, you will learn, perform
and record Alex Woolf’s two-part new song ‘A
Place to Call Home’, which you can share on
social media to help raise money for Shelter
via JustGiving. Lots of other singing groups
throughout the country will be taking part
and you will also be able to attend the free
event on Wednesday 30 October at the London
Coliseum, with chorus and orchestra, to record
the song. Hopefully it will be number one
for Christmas.The cost is £6, with proceeds
after costs going straight to Shelter. Email
maddie4music@btinternet.com to register.
Charlotte Hudson is running her popular
dance workshops throughout the summer.
There are only a few spaces left, so do contact
charlotte@charlottehudsonschoolofdance.com.
A couple of our drop-in classes will still be
operating throughout the summer. Monday and
Thursday mornings we have power yoga and
Tuesday evenings there is ballroom dancing.
Cwnsaethu dog behaviour and training also
continue to run courses throughout the
summer, and hopefully they can turn your unruly
four-legged friend into a well-behaved one.
The Farmers’ Market in the village hall:
Tuesday 6 August, 9-1 lam
Tuesday |3 August, 9-1lam
Tuesday 20 August, 9-1 lam
www.benendenvillagehall.org
Lorraine Jones 07419 989830
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org

The Flower Farmers’ Big Weekend

Sunday 18 August 2-5pm
Blue Hen garden
pick
look talk
relax

tea and homemade cake.

Mr Noah’s new future

Exciting times are coming for Mr Noah’s
Nursery School of Iden Green.After 25 years
the nursery school, with its distinct ethos and
philosophy, is looking for a new home.

Mr Noah’s offers a wonderful nurturing
environment where numbers are kept low
to ensure the staff-to-child ratio remains
outstanding. There is a focus on children’s
wellbeing and development of self-regulation
and creativity, while its forest school enables
the children to explore and experience
the natural world through hands-on
activities outdoors.

Finding a new site takes on even greater
significance when at least four other local
nurseries have closed in the last |8 months.
We want to ensure that there is sufficient
high quality nursery provision for the children
in our community and we are looking forward
to a happy future where more children will
benefit from a gentle and loving start.

If anyone has any ideas or knows of any
available space, we would love to hear about
them.The New Start steering committee
consists of Peter Michell, Clare Griffiths and
Victoria Ede.
revpmichell@mrnoahs.org

13



@' Q A delightful country home offering 5* bed and breakfast
with a touch of luxury to visitors wishing to enjoy the
S beautiful Kent countryside.

e
Set within 7 acres of mature elevated gardens

BEACON HALL HOUSE andpaddockwith splendid views over beautiful

LUXURY BED & BREAKFAST Wealden countryside.

ST EN T S TR SES &R Enjoy a swim in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal)
or agame of tennis on our court within the grounds.

Julie Jex: 01580 240434 | jjjex@icloud.com
www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk

Relaxed evening suppers available by prior booking.

TW. FUGGLE & SON

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

ON

g
All arrangements undertaken with personal attention = ﬂc}ﬁ"?
“era) D

Private Chapels of Rest 24-HOUR SERVICE

Pre-paid funeral plans arranged through Golden Charter

20 Ashford Road, Tenterden - 01580763340 -  www.twfuggle co.uk

INTERVIEW PRACTICE
and CV WRITING

Retired City insurance company
Chief Executive
For university entrance
or job interviews

Call Charles Hume on
01580 240838
charles.hume@btinternet.com

DBS certificated

Smarden Physiotherapy

HEER

HPC Registered Chartered Physiotherapist with over 20 years
experience treating musculo-skeletal problems and sports injuries

Ex dual international rugby player and former
Wigan rugby league physiotherapist

Phone: 01233 770468
Mobile: 07763 208013

peternwilliamsl@icloud.com

CHEESEMANS
GARAGE

B. J. NASH

Vehicle Testing
Approved Station

BENENDEN, KENT

TELEPHONE
CRANBROOK 240583

JEFF TWORT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
&
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

01580243174 /07702137743

SARNDEN FARMHOUSE BED & BREAKFAST

Cosy farmhouse in idyllic
rural location.

Double and twin rooms
available all year round.

Home-cooked dinner
by arrangement.

01580 240506

sarndenfarmhouse@gmail.com

www.sarndenfarmhouse.com




Talking Shop

Finances rosy but no room for complacency
Members met in the Memorial Hall for the
annual general meeting and, having been
greeted with Sally-Ann’s delicious freshly
baked scones as well as strawberries and
cream, we took our seats to listen to the
reports for the last year, led by Paul Tolhurst’s
sparkling introduction and Martin Pexton’s
very positive financial report, which was music
to our ears. It seems Benenden’s is thriving.

During the financial year, with a healthy cash
balance, we were able to spend £20,500 on
capital equipment, including fridges, chillers,
freezers, microwave oven, air conditioning
and chairs.Also, many of you will have noticed
how spruced up we are now that much of
the décor has been repainted; Ken Anderson
must be warmly congratulated on his untiring
devotion to sorting out all these changes, as
the shop and café look great.The kitchen
received a major overhaul, which has
greatly improved the effectiveness of
food preparation, and we found ourselves
in the fortunate position of being able
to give a donation towards the new
children’s playground.

Nowadays we often find ourselves being
asked for advice by other start-up community
shops, as we have become something of a
flagship organisation.Am | blowing our
trumpet? Yes.What we have in Benenden’s is
special and precious. Scarcely a day goes by
when customers don’t comment on the
wonderful atmosphere. Mel Harris, our gifted
manager, has led and encouraged a great team
for four years and it seems in many ways that
the venture has been going for longer. It hasn’t
all been plain sailing, however, particularly with
prolonged staff absence due to illness, but with
more diverse training for all managers we are
putting into place better ways of dealing with
that in the future.

Finally to all you volunteers, without whom
it would not be possible: thank you.VWe have
60 registered volunteers of whom 40 are
regulars. These people make it possible to

THE FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES
SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE
Saturday 14 September, 10am-6pm

By cycling or walking around Kent churches
you can raise money to be divided equally
between the Friends of Kent Churches and
the church or chapel or your choice.

e Why not plan a route with your friends
and family?

e Visit your church to pick up a sponsorship
form and list of participating churches.

e Find some sponsors to pledge money
for this important local cause.

You can sign in at your first church from
10am onwards and visit as many churches
as you like.

Safety on the roads is paramount.
We recommend high visibility vests.

For more information contact Alison Prall
240417 alisonprall40@gmail.com

JRIDE+STRIDES

provide the service we give, but at the risk of
repeating myself, we really can’t be complacent.
Our net profit margin is about four per cent -
not sufficient to make a living from the shop
without the volunteers - and in the future we
will need to factor in an increase in overhead
costs.We warmly welcome new helpers and
urge you to come forward so we can continue
to thrive. Don’t be shy. It’s great fun and you’ll
be amazed at how many new friends you’ll
make and new skills you’ll learn.

The next volunteers evening will be on
Wednesday 7 August at 6.30pm in the shop,
and anyone who is contemplating joining us,
do please come along.

Bev Beveridge

Benenden Bonfire Society
We are pleased to confirm that the Benenden
Scout Group will be receiving £2,534 towards
improvements inside the Scout Hut. This is

in addition to awards allocated to other
recipients published in the May magazine, and
makes a total distribution of £7,894.00 from
the 2018 Benenden village Bonfire and
Fireworks event.

Grant Matthews

Chair, Benenden Bonfire Society
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p—— 25 minute
appointments

for £95

will see you now

Fitting a GP appointment into your busy schedule can % 01580 242 521

be tricky, especially if you're feeling under the weather.
Benenden Hospital offers flexible appointment times and AM hello@benenden.org.uk

25-minute slots, so there's plenty of time to discuss any Erj benendenhospital.org.uk/gp
concerns or questions you may have.

For more information please visit www.benendenhospital.org.uk/gp I : d
The Benenden Hospital Trust is a company limited by guarantee. enen en
Q CareQuallty Registered in England, number 3454120. Registered charity number 1065995,

[ ]
Commission Registered Office, The Benenden Hospital Trust, Goddards Green Road, hos Itql
Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4AX

Inspected and rated

Outstanding Yy

APPLE PIE FARM T
STORAGE L-6E :'%,

3

Namaste Kids & Teens Short and long term storage 5 15
ﬁ <l requirements solved!

Fun & lively classes
OIS Storing furniture ? Re-decorating ? Uncluttering ? Renting your house

el o Estene e Vllags el out ? Ideal for storing garden machinery, sports equipment etc.

Benenden Pre-School
& local schools. ‘ Talk to us about our storage, delivery and collection of your accounting data.

Speak to us on 01580 388754 or visit our
website: www.apfcontainerstorage.co.uk

UNIT 14 APPLE PIE FARM, CRANBROOK ROAD, BENENDEN, TN17 4EU
Telephone: 01580 388754 - Mobile: 07515 649688




Iden Green and Benenden Wi
Creative talents emerged at our latest informal
gathering where, apart from a delightfully
inspiring picture made from lace, a wonderful
bedspread, a wooden pig made at Denman
College and other fascinating creations, some
resourceful ladies had made cakes.We were also
entertained by our poets: one who unfailingly
delivers a very polished and professional
performance, read two of her works; the other,
who has helped at the church fete for over 38
years, treated us to a poem about the event.
We also welcomed another new member.
Hockey sticks were ‘thrown in the air’
when Mrs Aston gave an enthralling talk on the
fashion, food, hierarchy and history of various
UK girls’ boarding schools seen through the
eyes of diverse writers such as Angela Brazil,
Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronté and Enid Blyton.
The talk was illustrated by pictures of girls in
their school uniforms (some from Benenden
School) demonstrating some of the dramatic
changes that have occurred since Victorian
times. Our federation advisor also read us
her report on the Brighton annual meeting.
The Iden Green Pavilion will be the venue
for our 20 August meeting, when Mr | Hill will
introduce the theme of Communities in Flux,
starting at 2pm.The meeting will be open to
visitors and anyone wishing to come along
should contact a WI member.
Jackie Liffen 752232 WI@daisystar.co.uk

Iden Green Pavilion Trust
Volunteers are needed to join the management
committee of the pavilion, which serves as

Iden Green’s village hall and community centre.
The committee of eight trustees generally
meets four times a year and ensures, among
other things, that this excellent facility is
maintained to a high standard and its use is for
the benefit of the residents of Iden Green and
its neighbourhood. If you would like to help, or
for more information, please contact:

Bill Lewis 243093 birdseye48@hotmail.com

Neighbourhood Development

Plan
The NDP was first published as a rough draft on
23 February, inviting suggestions and comments
from residents and other stakeholders. Since
then, the plan has been extensively rewritten; we
haven’t altered any of the main site allocations,
but we have checked planning regulations to
ensure that our plan complies with relevant
laws and guidelines, and we have also established
that alternative sites would not meet the
approval of the Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty management unit or satisfy the priorities
within the National Planning Policy Framework.

Benenden Parish Council approved the
revised NDP on 15 July and the next stage of
consultation will begin on 5 August.This revised
document is called the ‘Regulation 14 Plan’,
which can be downloaded from the NDP
website, and we have made a few hard copies
available in the community shop and parish office
for those who do not have internet access. If you
wish to comment on it, please contact Caroline
Levett (NDPRegl4@benendenparishcouncil.org)
who as clerk to the Parish Council will
coordinate feedback.

The Regulation |4 consultation is open for
a minimum of six weeks.The closing date for
comments will be Monday 21 September. Once
the consultation has closed, the NDP team will
review feedback, make further adjustments and
then publish the Regulation |5 Plan, probably
in November.
Paul Tolhurst, Chair, NDP Chair

Village lunch

Tuesday 20 August, Benenden Village Hall,
12.30pm

Our village lunch costs £5, is open to all ages and
everybody is welcome. If you would like to come
along, or if you enjoy cooking and would like to
join the band of volunteers, we would love to
hear from you.

Genevieve Greenwood 240526
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SAINT RONAN’S SCHOOL

Hawkhurst, Kent * Founded 1883 * www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 * Day & Boarding * Forest School

Discoverthe magic’ Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk
or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.

WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER

Dementia
Friendly

Our mission is to help all those affected by
dementia within our community of Tenterden and the

PLANTING & PRUNING
From 10.45am - 12 noon
K)D-DER DESIGN Cg. A.DVICE Highbury Hall, Highbury Lane, Tenterden TN30 6LE

Come and Sing!

SUPPLY OF OWN GD,OWN Not only is it good fun, but singing is

scientifically proven to promote good health

E ,E " ; i Sl{nm — and a feel-good factor.
Music students from Homewood School 6th Form Centre
4 CLH\/IBERS will be performing and singing along too and refreshments
will be served to keep the throats well lubricated.
From 10.00am - 12 noon at The Refreshment Room,
Kent & East Sussex Railway ~ Tenterden Town Station

The 1 N Dingl ] B ! G 1 k. Kent TNI? aJU An opportunity to meet with others in our community

living with and caring for those with dementia.

Phone 01580 240463 Good company, new friendships,
ith plenty of tea,coffee and cake!
www thelaurelsnurserycouk o e
www.dementiafriendlytenterden.co.uk

Please take a look at our website for further information




MINDBENENDERS By Asci

CROSSWORD Nol4 (Tricky)

Across
7 Dad ties his boots in some style (6)
8 What am last letter? Surprised? (6)
9 He has Buddhist chant in his house (4)
10 Ric for Parliament shock! (8)
11 EEC do PR very badly going forward (7)
13 Carries large mammal (5)
15 Eisenhower in coarse untruth cycles (5)
17 Surgeon with ear, nose and throat is in alcoholic haze (7)
20 Awfully grim area for some; for others, bliss (8)
21 Sun keeps going down (4)
22 Harsh, breaking links with Europe (6)
23 Sol’s alien heralds nightfall? (6)

Down

Give V.C. what for (6)

A step towards peace? (4)

Lift alien in 237 A little harey! (7)

Sent document telephonically. Nothing crossed editor’s desk (5)
Unsure atheists act in the most precipitate manner (8)
Sounds like an old Spanish gent? (6)

12 Quash her cries with fruit (8)

14 Make free to rent once more (7)

16 Pictures I take a long time to get ready for (6)

18 Where Sol goes after 237 (6)

19 Brooch making brief appearance? (5)

21 Symbolic wave? (4)

QAU A W =

CODEWORD Nol4 (Tricky)

STEP CHANGE

MUST
Change the word at
the foot of the ladder
into the word at the
top by altering only
one letter at a time.

CAVE

NINE FROM EIGHT

Find the missing
letter at the

T
B N centre of the
wheel to create a
C
S

nine-letter word.
CLUE:
Leave it out!

Each number represents a letter. Break the code and
complete the grid. Three letters have been given to help you.
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' BALDWINS TRAVEL

Holidays - Cruises - Tours - Tailor Made Travel - Flights
Accommodation - Car Hire - Currency - Travel Insurance

(&)

To find your perfect holiday,
contact your local
Baldwins Travel Branch

Cranbrook 01580714411
Tenterden (01580764344

www.baldwinstravel.co.uk

Baldwins Travel may also be found in Tunbridge Wells,
Lewes, Maidstone, Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and Uckfield.

Geoff Tiltman

Gardens & Groundworks
City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT
Creating Gardens of Distinction

Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas,
Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting,
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy,

All Garden Construction and
Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken

Free Quotations - Keen Prices

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours
Mobile 07775 694 963
geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

AESE] Lettings: 01580 720400

cranbrzokiE ack=on-stops.co.uk

JACKSON-STOPS

Sales: 01580 720000

fe

-~

LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS
Local Specialists with a Network of London & Regional Offices

FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US

naea | propertymark

PROTECTED

www.jackson-stops.coak

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?
Security Lighting - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets
Fault finding - LED Lighting - New Builds & Extensions
NEW FUSE BOARDS

Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee

| assure you of a quick response

Call Nick now 01580 279907

email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk

-
NS EREE

pomesTic 75>
INSTALLER ==

www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk

Foresot

Fagrm
Cat
Hotel

Idyllic rural location
Individual heated chalets
housing up to four cats
Also welcome rabbits,
guinea pigs, hamsters etc.
Come and see us hefore booking

Call Lucy on 01580 242961
or 07720 966374
email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
or see our webhsite
www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk




Bowls, burgers,
beer and baps

Benenden Bowls Club welcomed Benenden
Old Dads (the BODs) for an evening of lawn
bowls on the first Friday in July. This much-
loved village tradition started some years ago,
but it’s not all about the bowls - it’s an evening
to bowl a few woods, sink a few beers and bolt
a burger or two from the barbecue.The annual
BODs evening has introduced one or two new
members to the club over the years and it is
great to see the young, and not so young, dads
mixing it with the club regulars.

Given that every meet at the club does not
necessarily mean an opportunity for a beer and
a burger, what is it then that is attractive about
playing bowls? As relative newcomers to bowls,
my wife Jane being in her second year as club
president, we appreciate greatly the sense of
fun, comradery and gentle competition which
is a feature of every practice or competitive
event.And then there are Sal’s match teas ...

Bowls is a great leveller, one does not need
to be young and athletic to become good at it,
and while some have a natural talent for the
game others can get good, or at least better, at
it by engaging in some practice. Of course,
there is also room for some luck, as there is
with every sport, so who knows you could win
or come second in your first club competition
- it has been known.

Belonging to a group and taking gentle
exercise in the outdoors is known to be good
for both mental and physical health. Meeting
and getting to know fellow villagers is what
living in Benenden is all about and what better
way to do that than on the well-tended bowls
lawn. Oh, and did | mention Sal’s match teas?

Our home fixtures for August are:

Sunday 4 Kenward Trophy at 2.30pm
Saturday 17 v Northiam at 2.30pm
Sunday 18 Memorial Trophy at 2.30pm
Saturday 24 v Pembury at 2.30pm
Peter Ellis

Benenden Village Trust news
The new playground in Benenden is proving
to be very popular and has received many
compliments. It is the result of heart-warming
cooperation and enthusiasm from so many,
starting with the Play Benenden initiative and
ending with the removal of the protective
fencing provided by Keir as part of a valuable
contribution to the community. We appeal to
all to play a part in ensuring that it serves us
well for many years to come - the equipment
carries a 30-year guarantee, but that is
conditional on it being used only as intended.
Sorry - not for adults!

But what about those who have outgrown
the playground? What facilities are missing in
Benenden and Iden Green that your Village Trust
might be able to provide?! The original gift was
for allotments, playing fields, a working men’s
club and a parish room; but times and needs
change and over the years the allotments
became housing, the fields now incorporate
the village hall, the pavilion, tennis courts and
a bowling green.What are the needs now and
in the coming years!?

As we continue to manage the existing assets,
we shall also be open to new ideas; do air them.
David Harmsworth, Chair
www.benendenvillagetrust.org

Benenden Pre-School news

As always, the school year feels like it has flown
by and we wave goodbye to another group of
children who will soon be taking their next step
to ‘big school’. It has been a busy last few weeks,
with the mini Olympics taking place on the

last Wednesday morning of term.The leavers’
celebration also took place, which is always an
emotional and exciting time, but we wish them
all the best of luck for the future.

The open day was also a success, so thank
you to everyone who donated toys, cakes,
helped out and came along to enjoy the fun.
supervisor@benendenpre-school.co.uk
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Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate and LVT supplied and fitted at reduced rates

* Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

* We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa

01424 855882 / 07734 659834
bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matlers
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Garden Maintenance 25%

* Hedge Cutting e
* Weeding & Pruning FIRST JOB
* Mowing & Strimming

* Patio & Decking Cleaning

* Interior & Exterior Painting

* One Off or Regular Visits

* Professional & Reliable Service

* Fully Insured

07517 930 100
01580 240 010

K Jones Electrical 01580 848118

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial

\PPROVED INSTALLER
Electricians
All work insured and guaranteed "InEl“

Trusted locally for 40 years

kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com
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UK Electric Bike Centre Ltd |

N —

BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM

www.ukelectrichike.co.uk
www.ukelectricbiketours.co.uk

ebike hire
ebike tours
ebike sales
ebike repairs

Telephone: 07484 744200
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

Whatever you want to store...

...house sale & purchase not coinciding, travelling,
house building work, paperwork overload or just
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more quickly

— we offer a friendly and flexible
service in Cranbrook. With secure
storage, competitive rates, all on
one level and hassle free BARN
24/7 access, contact us now! STORE

01580 713231
www.barn-store.co.uk

$N1/DOG. . .
walking

¢ Professional ¢ Friendly Service
¢ Fully Insured ¢ One-0ff or Regular

& WITH ¢
éoF s,

o

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

J DECORATING \

ot FOREMANS 150

SsERVICES LTD

Providing the complete Decorating Service

N [

Mobile: 07836 254047

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

“We go that extra mile”

Lady & Gentlemen Drivers

Town and Country
Travel in Style
Business and Social Pleasure

Allows you to drink
like a Lord and
leave like a Lady!

To Book Text:
07785 11 20 21

or Call:
01580 441 302

or Email:
book@elbaprivatehire.com
www.elbaprivatehire.com



Benenden School news

The final week of the academic year is always
enjoyable, but this year was a blend of traditional
events with some interesting changes.

We held our end-of-year Mark Reading in the
Speech Day Marquee, because we are currently
operating without a school hall during the
construction process to build a new hall and
music school. Although the change was necessary
it was nevertheless an extremely enjoyable one.

The other notable change was the Arts
Festival which we held across the penultimate
weekend.We took the decision to move the
festival to later in the term because the exams
began earlier than usual but, perhaps in hindsight,
this was a fortuitous necessity because the
festival was undoubtedly successful.

It was our biggest festival yet; the weather
was wonderful and | was stunned by the sheer
quality and range of the activities and events on
offer. It was lovely to see members of the village
joining us for parts of the festival and we hope
to welcome even more of our friends from
Benenden and surrounding villages as the event
becomes more established in the coming years.

We were also pleased to have left the
Speech Day Marquee up for longer than usual
to accommodate the Army Benevolent Fund’s
Summer Musical Party.

Other notable events here at school over
the summer include the traditional village tennis
tournament and several longstanding holiday
lets, with children from South America, Austria
and the Kent Music School making use of the
Benenden campus.

Samantha Price, Headmistress

Hospice in the Weald

musical event

Tuesday 17 September, 3pm

Alexander Karpeyev will be playing Borodin,
Liadov, Tchaikovsky and other treasures from
his Russian homeland. Tickets by donation
(minimum £16). Reservations in advance only:
Gillian Davis 850384

JUNIOR TENNIS COACHING

Iden Green Tennis Club is now offering tennis coaching
for Junior Members on Fridays during Term Time.
Who: Club Members of 6-18 years
Where: Iden Green Tennis Club

When: Friday Term Time groups from 5pm onwards

How much: £6 per session

V Contact for further details:
eleanor.cochrane@btinternet.com

D)

Iden Green Tennis Club junior membership is £20 per year.

Benenden Hospital news
Welcome to the first of my monthly updates
from Benenden Hospital. ’'m immensely proud
to tell you that we have become the first
private hospital in the UK to be awarded

the prestigious Anaesthesia Clinical Services
Accreditation (ACSA) from the Royal College
of Anaesthetists (RCoA).

The ACSA accreditation promotes quality
improvement and the highest professional
standards of anaesthetic service.To receive it,
we had to demonstrate high standards in areas
such as patient experience, patient safety and
clinical leadership.

We continually strive to ensure we provide
the highest quality of care for our patients
and achieving this accreditation is testament
to the hard work of our staff and consultants.
Anaesthesia may not always be at the forefront
of patients’ minds when having a surgical
procedure, but it is so important to patient
safety and a good recovery.

We are proud and privileged to be the first
private hospital to achieve this award and will
continue to work with the Royal College of
Anaesthetists to maintain these exacting
standards.

Jane Abbott, Hospital Director
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jﬁ\@'}fﬁ- BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL
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2 www.benendenpreschool.co.uk

Every Weekday in St George’s Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more!
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader
Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor
Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted
Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs

Tel: 01580 241137  email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents
Established 1967 a Registered Charity No: 1027577

f Wordsworth
W S Surveyors
Ltd

01580 240626
info@wordsworthsurveyors.co.uk

(3 riCS

pctul.hogell@offse’rorchi’reds.co.u|<

01732753333 07739 085487
www.offsetarchitects.co.uk




Benenden Cricket Club

Teenagers break 250-year record

with century partnership

Benenden Cricket Club has enjoyed a very
successful first half of the season, winning more
than we have lost and enjoying every moment
of it. Our toughest match so far was the away
fixture against the Mote, which saw our hosts
amassing a daunting 268-2.We battled valiantly
in defeat, but not before Ben Collins and Copter
Brunt both notched impressive half centuries.

Two players went one better and hit
centuries. Stephen Message scored 107 not out
against East Sutton in a 58-run win with Copter
picking up three wickets, but the highlight of
the season so far, was our performance against
Bilsington CC.With Benenden in trouble at 40-
4,William Goodard and William Brunt put on
a 105 partnership for the fifth wicket off only
80 deliveries to set up a comprehensive 76-run
victory. It was the first time that two teenagers
(both aged 14) have made a century stand for
the club. More impressively, William Goddard
went on to complete an unbeaten 108 (from
72 balls faced), thus becoming the youngest
ever centurion for Benenden, breaking a
record dating back to 1750. Congratulations
to both Williams.

The other highlight was our annual fixture
against the parents of Benenden Pre and
Primary School, with match fees and funds
from a raffle and barbecue being donated to
the school. The match was a close affair with
the club just stealing victory. In other matches
we secured victories against Teston by three
wickets (Peter Newman 30, Richard Brunt five
wickets); a nail-biting win against Mountfield CC
and a heavy loss by 98 runs against Smallhythe
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Benenden Cricket Club strive to maintain the tradition
of idyllic village cricket, which has been enjoyed on our
glorious village green since 1798.

We offer sociable and competitive cricket. New players
and supporters of all ages, abilities and both sexes are
made very welcome.

For more information please visit:
www.benendencc.play-cricket.com

If interested in playing, please contact our Club Captain,
Richard Brunt on:
07834 572838 or email bruntyhk@hotmail.com

after a disappointing batting collapse saw
Benenden skittled out for 98.

Outside our regular weekend matches, the
Benenden Bullets have run a highly successful
series of mid-week 20/20 fixtures. These family-
friendly games have been a perfect platform
for new players to be introduced to the club,
to experience cricket for the first time, or for
parents to play the game with their sons or
daughters. A big thank you to Barry Basset for
his hard work to arrange these matches as
well as be the chef at Boundary BBQs.

If you would like to know more about the
club, wish to volunteer or want to join as a
player, please contact me.

Our fixtures for August are:

Saturday 3 v East Sutton A at 2pm
Saturday 10 v Rolvenden A at 2pm
Saturday 17 v Smarden H at Ipm
Saturday 31| v Matfield A at |pm
Richard Brunt, Club Captain
bruntrichard@btinternet.com
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Savour the simple pleasu

Giles Clark on the joys of two-wheel travel

Growing up | rode a bike on a regular basis. In

the late '60s/early ’70s it was my daily transport

to and from school, to swimming club, Scouts,

friends and pretty much anywhere else | wanted

to go. No Lycra, no helmet and a voluminous

cycling cape for wet weather that worked

very well.

My regular commute however, paled into
insignificance to the mileage clocked up by an
elderly relative who | rode with occasionally. He
thought nothing of setting off for the day and
covering 40 or 50 miles and arriving home for
tea. It was a day out, an expedition, a chance to
meet up with friends and share experiences. He
didn’t wear Lycra either, rather favouring tweed
jacket, cavalry twills and brogues - oh and a tie.

That idea of the bike as a means of transport
for all seems to have gone. Flicking through
lifestyle magazines today it would seem
mandatory to wear special gear, have drop
handlebars or huge mountain bike tyres.The
bicycle has moved from being a truly wonderful
method of transport and exploration to a
sporting endeavour. How sad is that?

My suggestion is that we reclaim cycling as
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a way to get around, to do the shopping, to go
to the pub, to visit friends. It works well in the
Netherlands and Denmark where cycling as an
everyday mode of transport represents 36%
and 23% of daily journeys respectively. It’s not
only the obvious countries that have a notable
level of bicycle use as a regular mode of daily
transport: Germany, Belgium, Finland, Sweden
and Hungary all report bike usage of over 10%.

There is a raft of benefits both personal
and collective that come from high levels of
bike use. Environmentally, bikes produce 21g
CO2/passenger/km travelled. Compare that to
27 | g for passenger cars and 101g for busses.
Health benefits are also pretty convincing;
cyclists on average live two years longer than
non-cyclists and take 15% fewer days off work
through illness. An adult who cycles regularly
will typically have a level of fitness equivalent
to being ten years younger. Countries with the
highest levels of cycling and walking generally
have the lowest obesity rates.

| could go on, but you get the idea.

So, what about here in Benenden, in the
Weald of Kent? Certainly, national and local
government, together with charities and NGOs,



are pushing the cycling agenda. Believe it or not,
Kent County Council has a Cycling Strategy,
delivered through its nine borough councils -
Benenden falls under the plan outlined by
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council (TWBC).

The TWBC statement of intent is clear:“to
make cycling a normal part of everyday life in
the borough, by creating a safe and welcoming
environment for cyclists of all ages and abilities.”
The plan is ambitious and the full report TWBC

Cycling Strategy 2016-20 is worth reading in full.

The strategy includes a network of high-quality
cycle routes to be completed in the urban
areas of Royal Tunbridge Wells, Southborough,
Paddock Wood and Cranbrook. These are utility
routes for transport, for day-to-day commuting.
The plans also highlight the potential for

reducing congestion through cycling. Currently
in England over 40% of all journeys made are less
than two miles, and almost 70% are less than five
miles; of which 69% are made by car.We can see
that locally, notably at school times. The potential
for reducing that traffic load is huge. Imagine if
just 25% of the 4x4s that currently do the school
run were exchanged for bikes.

We also have National Cycle Network (NCN)
route |18 virtually running through the village.
The route is 61 miles long and links Canterbury
to Tunbridge Wells, most of it on quiet lanes, but
some of it off road.You can hop on NCN [8
and leave Cranbrook and run down Park Lane
right through to Bedgebury, much of which is
described as traffic-free.

The NCN is set up and delivered by the
charity Sustrans (www.sustrans.org.uk) which
has developed a national interlinked network of
cycle routes and continues to explore options
to make it easier for people to walk and cycle.

One of the projects the charity looked at
locally is the development of a greenway linking
Tenterden with Headcorn using the route of
the old railway. The original work on the route
was set out in 2008, but there was little political
will to see the route developed. Now, things
may have changed.

Perhaps the late John F. Kennedy just about
hit the nail on the head when he said “nothing
compares to the
simple pleasure
of riding a bike”.
This is not about
disenfranchising
motorists.
Motorists and
cyclists are the
same people
looking for
the best
transport solution.
Sometimes that
may be by car
but on other
occasions it could
well be by bike.
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Pilgrimage to Rome

in a Rolls-Royce

Peter Massey recalls the highlights of a

recent road trip to Rome at the wheel

of his 82-year-old pride and joy

Little Ethel is a Rolls-Royce 25/30 touring saloon
which coach builders Hooper built specially for
the Geneva Motor Show in 1937. She’s marked

up in kilometres and litres as well as imperial

measures, denoting the intent to be used on the too many
continent, which was where | was taking her. roundabouts
| imagined Alfred the Great worked out the or villages.
shortest route to walk from Canterbury to The pilgrim’s
Rome when he trekked there in the year 853, route
and the Via Francigena is still well marked for through
motorists, so | aimed to take the French ‘N’ Chalons,
roads down to Lausanne and aim for the easiest St Dizier,
pass, down the Sion Valley to Simplon, along Chaumont,
Lake Maggiore and follow in Alfred’s footsteps. Langres, Gray,
| headed through the tunnel on 29 March, a Besangon and
carefully chosen date, having paid the equivalent Pontarlier
of one year’s membership of the EU for a photo was fabulous
and an international driving licence. | stopped in and marked
Reims and the next day the trip to Lausanne was by magnificent spires.
an absolute joy.The roads were empty, sweeping When road tripping, sometimes you want
or straight, easily coping with 100km/hour, not to carry on or stay in a place you've discovered.

Wherever | stopped | went for a
run to recce the town and stretch
the legs and | aimed to book a hotel
mid-afternoon for each night.

Driving into Lausanne, the ignition
light came on.When all else fails, read
the manual. The 25/30 manual is a joy
in its detail, and the troubleshooting
page solved the problem within two
minutes. The fuses were all intact but
the shunt in the fuse box needed a
gentle tap and the problem was
cleared and didn’t come back.

Day three brought the Alps.
There are things an 82-year-old lady
shouldn’t be asked to do, and this
was one of them.The car-train from
Brig to Iselle on the Italian border
was like a toy version of Eurotunnel;
the tiny tunnel is just wide enough.




Day four and Italy brought a new challenge.
Kent has wheel-breaking potholes, but ‘SS’
roads in Italy take the prize. | couldn’t bear to
hear the old lady’s knees creaking and got back
on the autostrada, turning south to La Spezia,
determined to see a bit of Tuscany regardless.

After a fight with the satnav around Livorno
and Pisa, | eventually got onto some smoother
back roads up through the Tuscan hills to
Volterra. Grinning, tooting and chatting are the
great joys of these road trips in an old lady.
Cars slow down to get pictures, people
approach at every stop for a chat, kids sit in to
have their picture taken. Endless photographs
and selfies are taken from every angle.

People remind you how lucky you are to
be the temporary custodian of these senior
citizens. How special is the Rolls-Royce Spirit
of Ecstasy, or Spirit of Ethel as my youngest
daughter Beth pronounced it, giving our first
proper car Big Ethel her name. It makes people
smile with generous praise.“Bellisima” was a
constant call. Every traffic light is a chorus of
smiles and questions.

One of my favourite games is to look
serious if someone touches the paintwork
and demand they clean it - easily done
because | mean it! | hand them
the cloth whilst winking at their
friends or relatives who wet
themselves laughing while catching
the moment on their phones, until
the victim realises!

After a rest day, day five was a
short hop to Rome to the Majestic
Hotel on the Via Veneto. My wife
Siobhan had flown in to join me
in the city and the weekend
was spectacular.We were virgin
rallygoers and somewhat nervous
about what one entails, but were
welcomed from the outset and
made new friends.

Too soon it was time to return.
Up the coast route to Genoa and a
night in Piedmont, followed by the
Simplon train, lunch in Montreux

and onward to Besancon.With 400 miles
remaining the question was to take three days
or four? Ethel was happy but | needed an easier
run, so | stopped in Epernay next door to
Chateau Pierry, where Monsieur Gobilliard
makes delightful champagnes.

The final day involved an amazing cross-
country drive to the old Reims-Gueux circuit
for a photo shoot and more chats with
petrolheads there on the same pilgrimage.

Once home in the UK, Little Ethel and | had
completed 2,840 miles in all. These pre-war cars
were made to be continental travelers after all.




Happy Inside
Confident Outside

An incredibly nurturing day and flexi-boarding
school inspiring 3-13 year old boys and girls

to fulfil their extraordinary potential.

dulwichprepcranbrook.org

Dulwich Prep
Cranbrook
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PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE

Hardware, Garden and Cookware Specialists

Webb's lronmongery Stores (Tenterden) Limited

HARDWARE and DIY

Ordinary &. E.xecu’[i\./e Vehicles Specialists in power, hand and garden tools, plumbing, decorating sundries,
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts lawnmower repairs - brand new showroom
All drivers & vehicles KITCHENWARE
licensed & tested Cookware specialists, garden furniture and barbecues

Long & short journeys Gifts with a difference. Free gift wrapping

& courier service available HOME and LINEN

Business accounts welcome Beautiful bed linen, towels, table furnishings,
babyware department and quality toys
Tel: 01580 240713

Mobile: 07774 672 043 We guarantee you will not leave

Webb's empty handed!

Tel: 01580 762132  email: mail@webbsoftenterden.com Website: wwaw.webbsoftenterden.com

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com




-

Young DWbria

Spotlight on:
Diccon Gray

“I'm not really all that good,” Diccon Gray says
to me for the fourth time in our conversation.
“OK” | say,“So why you were selected to

play for England?

“Well it’s just based on rankings, appearances
and tournaments entered, that’s all.”

“Diccon,” | say, checking my notes, “last
June you played in the World Veterans
Championships in Las Vegas; 7,000 competitors
and, in the over 55s age category, you made the
last 32. Last month you played in the European
Veterans Tournament in Budapest and this
month, will represent England, in Holland, and
will start with a recent highest England (over
40s) ranking of 15 ..

“Well, yes, but ...”

Diccon’s passion for table tennis seems
matched only by his modesty for, despite his
protestations, he has been active in the sport at
the highest level since he was a teenager. Thanks
to a charismatic woodwork teacher who made
table tennis tables, installed them in his school
and proceeded to coach the youngsters there,
Diccon’s hometown of Millom, in Cumbria,
gained something of a reputation for turning
out star players. News clippings spanning 40
years of his table tennis career are testament
to the prowess of the Cumbrian teens, who
travelled the country thrashing all-comers.

Since then, Diccon has been obsessed with
the sport; working for its governing body for
over 25 years, representing teams at national
and international level and, having played in a

bewildering variety of categories and leagues, it’s
fair to say that table tennis (or “Ping-Pong”, as
he absolutely insists on calling it), is his passion.
Although a one-on-one contest that gets the
adrenalin going and provides a heart-pumping
workout, Diccon is committed to the belief that
his sport offers a great deal in the way of team
and character-building, encouraging performance
under pressure, as well as opportunities for
focussed tactical thinking:
two hundred million Chinese can’t be wrong.

What began as ‘wiff-waff’ - a parlour
diversion for the wealthy in |8th-century
London - has been absorbed into practically
every institution in the world. The unmistakable
rhythmic ring of plastic bouncing between
rubber and wood resounds through hundreds (if
not, thousands) of sixth form centres, university
bars, youth-clubs, leisure centres, works’
canteens, office basements and village halls;
including Benenden’s. Diccon was instrumental
in setting up Benenden Table Tennis Club which,
as he puts it,“outgrew the hall” moved to the
High Weald Academy in Cranbrook and is now
based at Claremont School, Bodiam. Benenden
remains fortunate that the club donated two
full-sized table tennis tables to the village,
both of which await someone with vision and
enthusiasm to set up another club in Benenden.

Diccon, of course, was “... not really all that
good ..” so we may get someone better to run
it this time; but I'm not holding my breath.

The Weald TTC welcomes all comers.
For further details contact:
Ken Muhr, Coach 752676
Russell Cruse

Diccon Gray in action today
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Food & Drink

From Portugal to Provence:

the rosé revolution

When | first joined the wine trade in 1975,

very few rosé wines adorned the shelves of
supermarkets or wine merchants, so | grew up
watching my mother down many glasses/bottles
of Mateus rosé.The history of Mateus goes back
to 1942, when the founder of Portuguese wine
company Sogrape, Fernando van Zeller Guedes,

launched a visionary concept: a new kind of wine,

rosé, slightly sparkling with a unique flavour and
a strong identity reflected in an innovative bottle
inspired by the hip flasks used by soldiers in
World War |. Over 75 years later, Mateus rosé
is a truly global brand, present in more than 120
countries with over one billion bottles sold.
| remember it coming in wooden cases, the
. bottles wrapped in straw. The early wine
~ bars used to stick a candle in an empty

[—

~ bottle and place it on the table, all part

of a romantic evening for many couples,
but it now has new packaging, and can
be found in most supermarkets in the
country, priced around the £5.75 and

probably on promotion at £4.99. It is

. ost  fresh, young, still with a gentle sparkle
and light in alcohol at 9%.

The choice of rosé back in the day
': was Mateus, Anjou (medium sweet, a
. generally sickly style) and the dry
.. Provence variety, which now

L. takes centre stage, but let’s
first consider how rosé

kL wines in general are
produced? Saignee or

MATEUS

THE ORIGINAL

bleeding is used to

make the best quality
b rosés. Red grapes are
ROSE

.
Pogrugat i

placed into a tank and the weight of the grapes
enables them effectively to press themselves,
with the juice in contact with the grape skins
for a very short time - the longer the juice is
on the skins, the darker the colour. Presse or
pressing is the technique of pressing the red
grapes until the juice has the desired colour.
When the colour is right, the pressing stops
and the resultant juice is drawn off to ferment.

Cotes de Provence rosés are now so much
in vogue that the region is running out of wine,
and an application has been made to increase
the vineyard size by 300ha, from a current
area of just under 27,000ha, which on average
produces about 180 million bottles per year,
with about 550 producers and 100 negociants.
The grapes used are principally Grenache and
Cinsault, with Mourvedre, Cabernet Sauvignon
and Syrah also in the mix, while about 20%

of white varieties can also be used to
provide acidity and delicacy.

The wines are pale in colour and the
paler the better is the current trend,
which seems to be extremely popular
with consumers.The Benenden
community shop stocks the Rose de
Sophie Cotes de Provence 2018 from
the Famille Sumeire, a blend of
Grenache and Carignan which at 12.5%
alcohol/volume is dry, with crisp, fresh
acidity, fine minerality and hints of
blossom and stone fruits. I'd say it
is a benchmark of the style, on the
shelves at £12.25, but remember,
one should not drink rosé wines
too cold - the ideal temperature
is about | 1-15 degrees C. Colder
than this will take out much of the
flavour; too warm and the alcohol
comes to the fore.

Personally | prefer rosés with a




bit more complexity and a deeper colour, so | scheduling stallholders and ensuring everyone’s

could not finish this article without mentioning on top of the latest regulations. But the most
the best-selling rosé in the community shop, important aspect is the atmosphere:“It’s all
from my dear friends at Domaine de Pellehaut in about personal service, that smile on your
Montreal du Gers, Gascony. Martin and Mathieu face and a chance to chat directly with your
Beraut make theirs by the saignee method, with a  customers,” she says.

longer maceration time giving a darker tone and Farmers’ markets enable local producers
more nuance.A blend of local grapes - Merlot, to meet local consumers and other producers.
Tannat, Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec - and Syrah They can chat, get feedback, test out new
from the Rhone, it is fruit driven, a strawberries ideas, and promote and grow their business.
and cream style: a real bargain at £7.95. Importantly there are no middle men taking

much of the profits. Lindy enthused about the
Weird and wonderful Our next tasting in the ) b Y )
, ) ) . . family atmosphere amongst stallholders, helping
village will take drinkers ‘off piste’ into the world °
. , . o each other out and sharing initiatives.
of exotic grapes.We’ll sample nine fascinating

Research (Campaign for the Protection of

wines from unusual sources, with drinks on
arrival and excellent food. It will be at the
Benenden School café on Friday 20 September,
strictly limited to just 40 places, tickets on sale
soon in the community shop, cost £15.

Tracy Claridge

Farmer Brown went to
the village hall instead ...

Last month marked a milestone for Benenden
with the launch of the farmers’ market at the
village hall. We’ll now have a chance to shop

from over |5 local stallholders offering fruit,
vegetables, freshly-baked bread, hand-reared

meat, deli goods, home-made preserves, Rural England) suggests farmers’ markets
confectionery and local crafts. improve the sustainability of the local economy

Farmers’ markets take us back to a time by keeping local businesses alive, and with
when we bought our food locally, with no guilt Benenden’s, our local community shop, sourcing
about food miles or single-use plastic, and help much of their produce from nearby specialist
us reconnect with seasonality and the realities suppliers, this represents another way to buy
of food production. in a green and parish-friendly fashion.

| talked with market manager Lindy Alton Lorraine Jones from the village hall has
about establishing the market in Benenden. She worked hard with Lindy on the initiative. She
manages similar events at Rolvenden, Brede, and said:“I’'m so pleased to bring this regular feature
Peasmarsh, and was excited by the opportunity here.When | became hall administrator in 2016
to start a new one, especially as launching a it was the one thing | really wanted to establish
Benenden farmers’ market was one of the most in Benenden. It’s an exciting step forward for
popular ideas in the 2015 Parish Plan, supported the hall and the village.”
by over 70% of residents. Alongside running her The market runs at the hall from 9-11am
own stall (hand-made sweets and preserves) on the first three Tuesdays of each month.
Lindy organises and promotes each market, Nancy Tolhurst
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Local & Trusted
~ We’'ll take care of your home ~
Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.
No call-out charge.

Chris Leach 07919 143755
leachfamille@yahoo.co.uk
www.pipesandnails.com

\ carpentry ~ paintwork repairs ~ fencing ~ patios ~ mow

e

U398 ~ $320| 73 SJ00P ~ Sjood SulWIMS

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE

CALL:07958 081915

Every job is treated with a professional,
friendly and reliable service.

FENCING
MOWING

HEDGE TRIMMING
DRAINAGE
CLEARANCE

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured
William Smith
T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
www.everything-outside.co.uk

PROUD TO BE
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
SINCE 1965

J.PERIGOE & SON

. FUNERAL DIRECTORS /

Your local, family owned Funeral Directors offering the highest
standard of care and facilities to every family we serve.
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(Proprietor: West & Coe Ltd)

in association with

Golden Charter_

By choosing “The Independent Way’ funeral plan, we, are, able to provide you with
not only all the benefits of a pre-arranged funeral, but it also gives vou the
opportunity to meet with us and be given the same 1 to 1 dedicated support and
attention we provide to all our families.

The key benefits of the funeral plan include:

s  Paying today’s prices for a service you may not require for many years.
¢  Helps ease the worry of funeral payments at the time of need.
e  Your wishes are fulfilled by a proven partnership.

¢ By entrusting us with your wishes, you can rest assured that you are in good
hands and that vour wishes will be carried out to the letter.

e Peace of mind. Knowing that you have saved your loved ones this responsibility
during sad and difficult times.

We are always able to visit you at home to gently guide vou towards making the right
choice of funeral arrangements. To find out more about this opportunity and
receive a brochure free of charge, please feel free to contact us.

J Perigoe and Son Funeral Directors,

Bardens, Bank Street, Cranbrook, TN17 3EF. .

01580 713636 AeAxmin

Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex. TN31 6LB. —
01797 216306

Email — enquiries @jperigoeandson.com Website — www.jperigoeandson.com

J Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South,
Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP.

(/4= /., AdultLearning
‘, il Within Reach
Four fascinating courses
this autumn in Tenterden.

LANDSCAPING Garden History

GARDENING Literature

DIGGER WORK History Day School
Poetry

CONCRETING

Take a look at the brochure
and full details online:
www.wea.org.uk

TREE SURGERY

Please contact: Sarah Cutts
01580 291406 pscutts@btinternet.com

The WEA is a charity registered in England (no.1112775)




Bird Notes

Mysteries of the late-arriving migrants
Early one morning in June | walked from Newenden to the railway
bridge along the banks of the Rother, whose riparian habitat offers a

few different species. At the cricket pitch, House Martins were wheeling
overhead, possibly with the first brood now on the wing. | was thinking
about the lack of House Martins in Benenden and where they had got
to; three days later | learned that they arrived back at the Old Vicarage - some seven weeks late.
Where had they been in the meantime? It probably means they will have time for only one brood.

A lone Swallow was on the telegraph wire overlooking the site of the now demolished village hall,
the eaves of which had been its home for many years. Had it found a mate? And where will it

build his new home? | was glad to see a Swallow as there seems to be a dearth this year, after the
unprecedented early arrival of a few in February. Both Swallows and Martins winter in the southern
half of Africa and | feel there must be problems on their migration route this year.What they may be
is difficult to imagine and | suspect we will never know.

Also on the cricket square were a pair of Pied Wagtails feeding an offspring, and close by | noticed

a larger bird acting rather strangely. Before raising my binoculars | thought it was going to be a
Sparrowhawk consuming its breakfast, so | was rather surprised to see a Mistle Thrush with its
wings spread, wiping the grass with them and at the same time pecking the ground with its beak.

| was somewhat mystified at first and then the scene reminded me of pictures of birds ‘anting’.
Although from my distance some 60 yards away | could not see any ants, | was convinced that is
what it was doing.What anting is and the reason for it remains a bit of a mystery. The most favoured
theory is that the birds, mainly song birds, irritate the ants in a way that makes them excrete formic
acid, which the birds wipe on their feathers as anti-parasite or antifungal protection. In all my years
of birdwatching | have seen this behaviour only once before, although there are plenty of accounts
of it in birding literature.

All this activity on the cricket square somewhat delayed my stroll along the river, where Reed
Warblers were much in evidence, carrying food for their young or perhaps even feeding a young
Cuckoo, the possibility of which was increased when a pair of Cuckoos landed in a hawthorn bush
adjacent to the river bank and, | think, possibly mated, although it is quite late in the season and
some males have already embarked on their return journey so it may have been two females having
a territory squabble.

About halfway along the walk there is a marshy bit of the river bank with some tall vegetation which
is the exit into the river for the sewage farm. It was a territory for a Sedge Warbler for a number
of years but not for the last few, so | was very pleasantly surprised to hear its buzzing flight call. |
watched as it ascended and then descended onto the same song post, showing off its orange gape
and creamy eye stripe.Where had it been when | surveyed the river twice earlier in the year?
Perhaps another late-arriving migrant like the House Martins.

For most of the walk | was accompanied by quite a few Skylarks singing high in the sky. At the railway
bridge a male Yellowhammer was perching on the telegraph wires performing its “a little bit of bread
and no cheese” song. My return walk was more odonatan related as | watched Blue-tailed Damselflies
flit about, along with the rarer White-legged variety.
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In Your Garden
Planting partners
At this time of year we are spoilt for choice if
we want to try new plant combinations in our
gardens. Leftovers from June, such as valerian
and astrantias, are still going due to their long
flowering period, and the high summer plants
such as gauras, verbenas, grasses, fennels and
hydrangeas are all in fine fettle, not to mention
anything special and tender like dahlias, cannas,
cleomes and some salvias.

We are advised when selecting partners
in our borders, to choose like-minded plants
that prefer similar soil conditions and aspect
and that the real trick is to then combine said
plants in a way that really sings. One of my
favourites is to partner stipa tenuissima with
a hardy salvia, such as ‘Caradonna’. Both plants
are very easy to grow and the combination
of a wafty grass with the upright, vivid purple
spires of the salvia always looks a winner.

| also like valerian with roses as the bushy
habit of the valerian helps hide all the straggly
legs of the rose, but | have just this year
discovered how veronicastrums look good
growing next to roses, too. Their foliage is
upright and interesting to look at and when
in flower they partner very well with a shrub
rose of a similar height (such as ‘Gertrude
Jekyll’, ‘William Shakespeare’ or “Young Lycidas’,
among my favourites). They also gently fade
into autumn so there’s a long season of
interest there, particularly once the roses have
stopped. For a shady combination, an astrantia
with an evergreen fern has been a success
story for me this year, again a long season of
interest as it’s still going even as | write.

However, nature broke all the rules
this year. | have a large patch of hydrangea
arborescens growing (these prefer lots of
moisture, nice rich soil and a bit of shade)
and some lychnis seedlings (hot and dry
conditions) flew in from somewhere and
planted themselves right on the edge, making
a perfect picture this summer. | would never
have positioned these plants together myself,
but as the picture shows, nature is, as ever,
firmly in control and an excellent educator
too - giving us the confidence to try something
new in the garden and to enjoy the results!
| hope you, too, have some new success stories
in the garden this summer.

Annabel Lear GARDENS
Planting . Design . Consultancy

07759 440922 annabellear@btinternet.com




uiif collection of
id & vintage furniture

¥ 5B0 714954

Cakel

For any occasion

Call or pop in

A 07596 911331 h

lo enquire
furgetmeknotsgrace@gmail.com

Benenden
Village Hall

“Let your imagination run
wild — the hall can be anything
you want’!

Call Lorraine on
01580 243123 for details

www.benendenvillagehall.org

o u td o o r Want to get fit, build strength, -
burn fat and have fun? - Carollne Kennedy
Short of time and PERSONAL TRAINER _
want great results?

wo r ko u t Then join my circuit-style class

When? Mondays and Fridays For further details contact
I 8.45am Caroline Kennedy
c asses Where? The Glebe Field, next to @ 07971295442
Benenden Village Hall D4 pt@carolinekennedy.co.uk
= Who? Me? From beginner to n Caroline Kennedy Personal Trainer
I n ultra-fit, my mixed-ability sessions

are designed so that everyone
gets a workout at their own level Free trial class!

B e n e n d e n 1:1 personal training also available
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