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Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 
receive your brochure  
Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 
tailored packages of personal care 
that can help people stay in their  
own home for as long as possible, 
rather than going into a care home 
before it’s really needed. We assist  
those who need help due to 
fraility, disability or illness to live 
as independently as possible, with 
comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  

A professional mobile service
provided by fully insured

Graduate Sports Therapist offering
injury and posture assessment,

treatment and exercise rehabilitation.

Your aches and pains from overuse
or sport participation can be eased

through massage, mobilisations,
stretching, taping and
exercise rehabilitation.

Rebecca Manford (BSc Hons MSST)
07923 965601
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DOGwalkingTN17

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular
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Providing the complete Decorating Service 
 

Telephone: 01580 713888 
Mobile: 07836 254047 
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Having now stepped down after more than five years on the Parish Council and its planning
committee I can say with some certainty that there is nothing in the village that causes more
concern than the prospect of new housing development. Ask most people if they think the
village should grow organically to provide, say, more customers for the shop or pub and they
will generally agree. Ask the same people if a dozen new homes should be built and you will
likely get a very different response. Where most Parish Council evenings struggle to attract
more than a couple of members of the public, meetings to discuss putative development will 
be packed with vocal and often voluble people.

There is nothing wrong nor particularly surprising about this. Naturally we all want to preserve
what we see as the benefits of living in a rural society. New developments tend to bring with
them the very urbanization we’re anxious to avoid. But, like it or not, we live within a borough
that is being told by central government is HAS to find space for 14,000 new homes within 
the next decade. Many in Benenden may have hoped they would go somewhere else - nearer 
to the conurbations of Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells perhaps. But either out of altruism or 
the prospect of profit, a sizeable number of local landowners responded to the council’s Call 
for Sites identifying nearly 25 hectares of potential building land in the parish. Not all will be
suitable, and those working on the Neighbourhood Plan are seeking to ameliorate the prospect
of development on the Hawkhurst or even Sissinghurst scale. But already concerned residents
are leafletting their neighbours even before concrete proposals have been submitted - see
articles on page 9 and page 17. The one thing that is certain is that pressure for more housing 
in the South East, and in villages like Benenden is not going to disappear.

Kent Barker, Co-Editor

Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council 
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Kent Barker, Minnie Garnier, Peter Thomas
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Tracy Claridge, PC Rep: Kent Barker, Treasurer: Charles Trollope
Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: Iain Fraser
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 15th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   01580 240371

mailto:benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com
mailto:advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com
mailto:dd.rhill@btinternet.com
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Churchwarden: Tracy Claridge     240454     TLClaridge@TLClaridge.co.uk
Churchwarden: Julia Collard     241944     Julia.collard@btinternet.com
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com
Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill or would like a visit or home communion.

Sunday 3 June                  8am Communion          10am All-age Communion     5pm Choral Evensong
                                                                       and Sunday School

Sunday 10 June                 8am 1662 Communion  10am Morning Worship        5pm Evening Prayer
                                                                                                                at Mission Church

Sunday 17 June                 8am Communion          10am Sung Eucharist            4pm Messy Church

Sunday 24 June                 8am Communion          10am Morning Worship        5pm Praise Service
                                                                                                                at Mission Church

Mission Church, Sandhurst
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday)
Every Tuesday 10am Communion

Iden Green Congregational Church
Elder: Tobin Bird     240027     www.idengreen.org.uk
Sunday Services 10am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The Roman Catholic Chapel
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers
Baptism                      27 May Emily Seton

Wedding                      19 May Joanna Stewart and Oliver Owen

mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
mailto:TLClaridge@TLClaridge.co.uk
mailto:Julia.collard@btinternet.com
http://www.benendenchurch.org
mailto:benendenchurch@gmail.com
mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
http://www.idengreen.org.uk
http://www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
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Appreciate what we have
Where, oh where, has this year gone? It doesn’t seem five minutes since we were celebrating
Christmas, and then celebrating Easter. Now Ascension and Pentecost are behind us too, we 
are back into ‘ordinary time’ in the Church year, and we are halfway through the calendar year
already. Everyone says the weeks and months pass quicker the older you get; that definitely
appears to be true!

As Church, we are now fully into wedding-season time, with the majority of celebrations in May,
June, July and August. (Don’t worry if yours is one of the weddings in September or October, I’ve
got it in my diary!) And, of course, by the time you read this, the latest Royal Wedding will be
over; as will the battle of the remote control to choose between Harry and Meghan or the FA
Cup Final. I trust that peace has returned to your household.

There are also other things to look forward to in June (depending upon what interests you!):
Royal Ascot, the Queen’s birthday and Trooping the Colour, the Hampton Court Festival, the
Battle of Britain Air Show at Headcorn, Father’s Day, the tennis - the French Open, Queen’s,
Eastbourne - all in preparation, of course, for the big one: Wimbledon starting on 2 July; not
forgetting the Benenden Church Fete in support of St George’s Church on 16 June! (See insert
and p.13 for full details.) And just to prove that time really does fly by: Benenden’s are holding
their third AGM in June.

Whilst we are celebrating, enjoying or simply tolerating all these events locally or nationally,
violence still continues to happen around the world. The opening of the US Embassy in Jerusalem
and the violence it has triggered in Gaza are a real concern. The talks between the US and North
Korea seem to be in jeopardy. Tensions over the Iran nuclear deal continue; as does the conflict in
Syria. More terrorist-related killings in Paris, and the bombing of three churches in Indonesia. For
now things seem to have gone quiet over relations with Russia; but then the matters related to
Brexit seem to become ever more complex with every passing day.

Given how quickly time seems to pass by, it struck me that perhaps it would be a good time to
take stock of all the good things we have in life; all the things we enjoy; all the freedom we have;
that so few of us go without: food, shelter, warmth, clean water, gas/electricity, jobs, schooling,
education, holiday ... good friendships and relationships. As we reach the halfway point of the year,
let’s remember to give thanks for what we have. Let’s take time to appreciate all that we have,
particularly our closest relationships; please do not take those for granted - they are the most
precious thing we have. So, before June disappears along with the rest of the year, embrace it, and
embrace your friends and loved-ones.

Revd David Commander, Rector

Rector’s Letter
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June
Sat 2-Sun 3 Art in a Topiary Garden, Balmoral Cottage, Benenden, 11-5pm p.9
Saturday 2 Darts, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Friday 8 Woodland Wide Games, Iden Green Congregational Church, 7pm
Sat 9-Sun 10 Art in a Topiary Garden, Balmoral Cottage, Benenden, 11-5pm p.9
Saturday 16 Benenden Church Fete, The Green, 12-4pm p.13
Saturday 16 Celebrity what’s in the box, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 17 Messy Church, St George’s Church, 4-6pm p.23
Monday 18 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7pm
Tuesday 19 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.23
Tuesday 19 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Garden Party at the Hills’ home, 5pm p.29
Wednesday 20 Defibrillator training, Quinlan training centre, Benenden Hospital, 6.30pm p.31
Sat 23-Sun 24 Art in a Topiary Garden, Balmoral Cottage, Benenden, 11-5pm p.9
Saturday 23 Cornhole Tossing, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 24 Cranbrook Symphony Orchestra, Charity Concert, Benenden School, 3pm p.13
Tuesday 26 Merry and Bright, Benenden School, 3pm
Saturday 30 Quiz night, St George’s Club, 8.15pm

Benenden Youth Club/Streetcruizer, age 11+
Tuesdays at Benenden Village Hall, 6.30-8.30pm

Coffee Shop
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-12noon

Benenden Bowls Club
Thursdays on the recreation field, practice night, 6.30pm

Cakes & Chaos: Cafe and Toddler Group
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.30am

Refuse Lorry Collections
Saturday 2 June for Domestic Waste
Benenden, Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads, 9.40-11am
Saturday 16 June for Garden/Compostable Waste
Benenden, Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads, 9.40-11am
Saturday 30 June for Domestic Waste
Benenden, Village Hall layby, 8-9.20am and Iden Green, crossroads, 9.40-11am

Village Calendar
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Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 18 June 2018,
Memorial Hall, 7pm

It is around this time of the year that the Parish Council takes stock of itself, looking back at the
past year and looking forward to the new one. Our Annual Parish Council meeting took place on
21 May, followed by the Annual Parish Assembly. Compiling the report for the Annual Assembly
gave me a chance to reflect on the changes over the past year, some planned and welcome, and
others unexpected and challenging.

Needless to say, the sad and sudden loss of Peter Davies at the beginning of March shook us all,
and it has taken a while to get back on track. I found myself thrown in at the deep end with the
Neighbourhood Development Plan, but I have been inspired by the sheer energy and enthusiasm
of the Steering Groups, unfailingly led by Paul Tolhurst, who has addressed the inevitable village
politics with his characteristic positivity.

At our monthly meetings we have been watching and encouraging the process of the formation
of the Benenden Village Trust, and it was with some relief to all involved that this came into being
in April. The removal of the HMT’s responsibilities with their transfer to the BVT has mean that
the Parish Council’s tasks are now reduced to a more manageable level.

Over the past year on the council, we said goodbye to Peter Ellis last May and welcomed Lynne
Kemp in July. Gordon Reynolds and Kent Barker both decided not to stand for another term, and
we welcomed Graham Beveridge at our recent meeting. I am glad to say that we have had a few
parishioners who have expressed an interest in joining, so we hope to be back up to our full
strength within a couple of months. It is my intention that over the next few months, other
Councillors will contribute to this piece and have a chance to introduce themselves, so that you
are all aware of who is looking after your interests. Failing that, you could always come along to
our monthly meetings to find out what we get up to.

Nicola Thomas, BPC Chair
01580 240364   nic.jthomas@btinternet.com

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on facebook

mailto:nic.jthomas@btinternet.com
mailto:clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
http://www.benendenparishcouncil.org
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Every job is treated with a professional,
friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured
William Smith

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
www.everything-outside.co.uk

l FENCING
l MOWING
l HEDGE TRIMMING
l DRAINAGE
l CLEARANCE

l LANDSCAPING
l GARDENING
l DIGGER WORK
l CONCRETING
l TREE SURGERY
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~ Pipes & Nails
l Home   l Garden   l
Property Maintenance

Plumbing & Handyman Service

Local & Trusted
~ We’ll take care of your home ~

Fast, local emergency help.
No job too small.

No call-out charge.

Chris Leach   07919 143755
leachfamille@yahoo.co.uk
www.pipesandnails.com

Your local private hospital

*Terms and conditions: Beneden Health members receive a 10% discount on all self-pay treatments over £1000, and 20% on joint replacement surgery. This cannot be used 
in conjunction with any other o� er. You do not need to be a member to access treatments. The Benenden Hospital Trust is a company limited by guarantee. Registered in 
England, number 3454120. Registered charity number 1065995, Registered O�  ce, The Benenden Hospital Trust, Goddard’s Green Road, Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4AX

benendenhospital.org.uk
Call us on 01580 242 521

Orthopaedic Respiratory

Varicose veinsCataracts

General surgery 
Hernia, Colonoscopy 

and Gastroscopy

Women’s health
Gynaecology, 

MonaLisa Touch®
Men’s health 
New Urolift

Weight loss
New Elipse Balloon

why wait
to feel

great?
When you choose Benenden Hospital you choose fast access 
to treatment for conditions such as cataracts, varicose 
veins, as well as weight loss procedures and hip and knee 
replacements. As a patient you’ll be cared for by specialist 
consultants in comfortable, modern facilities, and you’ll be 
enjoying an active life again before you know it.

mailto:smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.everything-outside.co.uk
mailto:leachfamille@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.pipesandnails.com


Freedom to roam
We have just returned from our first camping trip of the year - with the provisos listed below.
My first memories of camping (apart from a Guide camp where I ate a wasp) were of a simple
ridge tent pitched almost on the side of the road, when on the annual two and a half day drive
up to Scotland! My father was actually an expert camper (if a cautious driver) who trekked
across the Highlands as an Outward Bound instructor. He taught me much.

Subsequently my university friend and I also tramped over the Highlands carrying all on our
backs. Just the basics: a small tent, sleeping bag, primus stove, a change of clothes and some
food.  After Scotland we ventured further afield by hitchhiking - those were the days - round
France and south to the Pyrenees, filled with a sense of freedom and exploration. The highlight
of this period was hitching with my friend and two others who we had persuaded to join us,
round Turkey. It had only recently been opened up to westerners. We made it right across to
the east travelling through fascinating, biblical countryside, and saw Mt Ararat in the Kurdish
region. One night, whilst we slept lined up with heads in and feet out of the tent (we’d only a
single small one), our shoes were stolen. It was a painful walk into the nearest village to find
some local flip-flops.

I heard the news that I was going to teach in Uganda whilst camping in a disused signal box. It
was tipping down with rain, again in the Highlands. As might be expected, camping in most parts
of Africa was a very different experience. It is not cold, windy and wet with midges but hot, with
downpours, storms and mosquitos! Which brings me to the subject of wildlife. It must be said
that nets and repellents do not keep all wildlife away, especially the larger variety. One feels
quite vulnerable on waking up in the middle of the night to hear loud munching just the other
side of some thin canvas and knowing it is a hippo! However it was an even closer encounter
when I woke up to see an elephant’s trunk inches from my face. We didn’t have sewn-in
groundsheets in those days. It was a female elephant searching for her infant, apparently. After
knocking down the neighbouring tent with her trunk, she wandered off. In fact we had many
wonderful camping experiences and began to introduce our young family to them.

There followed a lull in camping as we were posted to more dangerous (human rather than
animal) locations. However, in recent years, we have taken up ‘car camping’ with enthusiasm but
provisos, as mentioned. Regarded as essential are: a tent tall enough to stand up in; camp bed or
lilo; duvets; and access to electricity for a light and a kettle. With these and freedom to roam
and instant connection with the outdoors; what more do we need!

Sue Fisher
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Just a Thought



Providing diagnostic 
and surgical
services 
throughout
Kent and
East Sussex

24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service

Mobile and 
Clinic based Services

www.milbournequine.co.uk

Hawkhurst
01580 752301

Ashford
01233 500505

Also at Rye and Canterbury

Caring for 
your pet’s 
health every 
step of 
the way

www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk
24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service available

CINQUE PORTS VETS
Dedicated to your pet’s well being

Hawkhurst 
Veterinary Surgery
01580 752187

Tenterden
Veterinary Surgery

01580 763309
Surgeries also at Rye, Ashford, Lydd and Wye

01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings
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Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property. 

LEADERS IN
LOCAL PROPERTY
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET ROLVENDEN LAYNE £3,250 PCM

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

Every Weekday in St George’s Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs  
Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

 

Greenacre Landscapes
Creating Beautiful Gardens

since 1963
Specialists in Private Garden

Design & Construction
Patios - Brickwork - Decking
Stonework - Ponds/Lakes

Water Features - Planting Schemes
Groundworks

Detailed Plans - Portfolio Available 
Free Consultation

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
01580 240085      01892 722412

Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

http://www.milbournequine.co.uk
http://www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk
http://www.benendenpreschool.co.uk
mailto:supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk
http://www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk


News and Events
East End housing 
rumours addressed
Residents of Benenden’s East End may have
been surprised by the circulation of a letter to
homes opposing housing development on the
Hospital site. It said that Neighbourhood Plan
(NDP) volunteers would shortly have a meeting
with Tunbridge Wells Borough Council “focusing
on building on land belonging to Benenden
Hospital”. It continued: “The worse-case
scenario for the East End is that this would
mean 50 new dwellings in addition to the 24
houses the hospital has already permission to
build south of Goddards Green Road and in
addition to a further ten they plan for that
southern site. The total number of new houses
for the East End could therefore be 84.”
This circular followed suggestions that

TWBC could require the Parish of Benenden 
to accept 218 new homes - more than double
the number previously canvassed. Chairman of
the Neighbourhood Plan steering committee,
Paul Tolhurst, responded to the circular by
sending his own letter to East End residents
stating that the NDP “are not seeking any
additional development at the Hospital, not
promoting any specific site.” He stressed that
their goal was to reduce the overall housing
development target for Benenden, though it
might end up being more than the number of
homes earlier identified in the 2015 Parish Plan.
The author of the original circular was

subsequently asked to ‘step down’ as a member
of the NDP steering committee and as chair 
of the Landscape Group because of an alleged
breach of trust. 
The background is that TWBC seem to be

struggling to find room in the Borough for
14,000 new homes - a target set by central
government. In Benenden landowners
responded enthusiastically to their Call for
Sites, offering space for a theoretical 2,000 
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new houses. Some other villages offered 
no sites at all. This provided the Borough
planners with options that are difficult to resist.
The Hospital already has planning consent for
24 houses on the site south of Goddard’s
Green Road. It is understood they may be
considering proposing further development on
a ‘brownfield’ site near the hospital buildings.
However this was not included in the Call for
Sites so it is not being considered by either
TWBC or our Neighbourhood Planning team.
All landowners, including the Hospital, do of
course have the right to apply for planning
permission. If they do so, the Parish Council,
the NDP team and the village at large will need
to think hard about the implications.
KB
See also Neighbourhood Development Plan p.17

Call for cakes
The cake stall at Benenden Church Fete on
Saturday 16 June needs your culinary input.
We’re looking for people to bake cakes and/or
biscuits. They would need to be dropped off on
Friday 15 June or first thing on Saturday 16
June. Please call me for arrangements:
Helen Jewsbury   07938 004262



Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate and Wood supplied and fitted at reduced rates

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart

01424 855882 / 07734 659834

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

W A N T E D
BENENDEN VILLAGE

CHURCH FETE
BRIC-A-BRAC STALL

Moving House? 
De-Cluttering?

Spring Cleaning?

The Famous Fete Bric-a-Brac Stall
needs your unwanted items.

For details of the collection point
please ring:

Maggy   240700

W A N T E D
A L L Y O U R U N W A N T E D

B U T G O O D C O N D I T I O N

B O O K S
F O R

B E N E N D E N V I L L A G E C H U R C H F E T E
O N 1 6 J U N E

R E A D  U N R E A D
P A P E R B A C K  H A R D B A C K

F I C T I O N  N O N - F I C T I O N
O L D  N E W

P L E A S E L E A V E A N Y B O O K S I N T H E
C H U R C H P O R C H O R D E L I V E R T O

B A N K S I D E ,  D I N G L E D E N
I F Y O U W I S H Y O U R B O O K S T O B E
C O L L E C T E D ,  P L E A S E C O N T A C T

D E B O R A H O N 2 41 8 7 8

http://www.bargainfloors.co.uk


Benenden 
Church Fete
16 June 12-4pm
Pony rides
Tower visits
Bell ringing
Ice Cream
BBQ
Hop Inn
Teas
Bric-a-Brac
Classic Cars
Chic Boutique
Jewellery
Tools R Us
Cakes
Plants
Strawberries & Cream

Book Stall
Bouncy Castle
Cow Pat Bingo
May Pole
Fancy Dress Dog Show
Music
Raffle
Coconut Shy
Kiddies Kave
Auction of Talent
Wet Sponges
Treasure Hunt
Face Painting



Saint RSSaSaiSainSaintSaint Saint Ronan’Saint RoSaint RonSaint RonaSaint RonanSaint Ronan’sSaint Ronan’s ScSaint Ronan’s Saint Ronan’s SSaint Ronan’s SchoolSaint Ronan’s SchSaint Ronan’s SchoSaint Ronan’s SchooSaint Ronan’s School
Hawkhurst, Kent • Founded 1883 • www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 • Day & Boarding • Forest School

Discover the magic! Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk

or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.

           

Divorce Support
Emotional support throughout
the divorce process
Help with paperwork including
Form E

Divorce Recovery
Guiding you through the pain,
isolation and loneliness

Divorce Coaching
Building a new life and 
moving forward

Support for Men and Women

www.jwdivorcesupport.co.uk
julie@jwdivorcesupport.co.uk

07977 777306

Julie Wilson

JW DIVORCE SUPPORT

http://www.saintronans.co.uk
mailto:emmatv@saintronans.co.uk
http://www.jwdivorcesupport.co.uk
mailto:julie@jwdivorcesupport.co.uk
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Prizes and promises
at the Church Fete
Saturday 16 June, The Green, 12noon-4pm
There is a plethora of prizes and promises on
offer at the Church Fete on Saturday 16 June
(12noon-4pm), including two fabulous raffles, an
auction of promises, tombola, treasure hunt and
the fancy dog dress show.
Raffle tickets at £1 each are on sale in the

community shop now, with top prizes of £200,
£100 and £50, with a ‘super raffle’ prize of a
personal flight for two around Kent, taking off
from Headcorn (tickets for this can be bought
from Paul Hewitt or Deborah Jenkins in advance
or on the day).
Our auction of promises is now open. 

Please email your bids for the lots below to 
Paul Hewitt (phewitt1203@gmail.com) or bid
on the day.
l A day’s skilled labour mending your gates
and/or fences

l A fly-fishing lesson
l A musical
l An hour’s professional life coaching
l An introduction to pole-zinging for 1-2 people
l A session with The Graduate Coach
l Professional wine tasting of eight different
wines for up to eight people

l A bridge lesson
l A day’s bird watching
l 1hr Spanish tutoring
l 1hr French tutoring
l 1hr clay pigeon shooting lesson
l A bespoke Cocolicious cake
Thank you to you all those who have

contributed.
The fun dog show starts at 1.30pm and there

will be prizes for the best ‘super hero’ fancy
dress, the waggiest tail and the best at musical
sits. All we need now is the sun to shine!
Tracy Claridge   240454
tlclaridge@tlclaridge.co.uk

Deborah Jenkins   241878
Benenden Fete Committee

Cranbrook Symphony
Orchestra returns to 
Benenden School
Sunday 24 June, Benenden School, 3pm
Following the success of last year’s charity
concert at Benenden School the Cranbrook
Orchestra is delighted to be returning there
and will be joined by Laura van der Heijden in
Dvorak’s celebrated cello concerto. The concert
will take place on Sunday 24 June at 3pm.
Many of you will remember Laura as a 

15-year-old winning BBC’s Young Musician of
the Year in 2012 and since then her career has
flourished. We were fortunate enough to play
with Laura in 2014 when she performed
Tchaikovsky’s Rococo Variations and Dvorak’s
Rondo to great acclaim. We are thrilled to be
reunited with her for this concert.
The orchestra will also be playing

Mendelssohn’s ‘Ruy Blas’ Overture and Brahms’
2nd Symphony.
Tickets are currently available via our

website thecso.org.uk and at Benenden’s
Community Shop. Any remaining tickets will be
available on the door.
Profits from this concert will be donated to

the Hospice in the Weald.
Rob Eastwood   freastwood@gmail.com   
01622 850330

Cranbrook Symphony Orchestra 
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CHARITY CONCERT  
raising vital funds for the 

HOSPICE IN THE WEALD 
 

3pm Sunday 24 June 2018 
Benenden School 
Benenden TN17 4AA  
 

Conductor Michael Hitchcock 
 

DDvoDvDvořákáák ák Ceák Cák Celák Cellák Cello ák Celloák Cello Coák Cello Cák Cello Conceák Cello Conák Cello Concák Cello Concertoák Cello Concerák Cello Concerták Cello Concerto 
BBrBrahBraBrahmBrahmsBrahms Brahms SyBrahms SBrahms SymBrahms SympBrahms SymphBrahms SymphonyBrahms SymphoBrahms SymphonBrahms Symphony Brahms Symphony NBrahms Symphony No.Brahms Symphony NoBrahms Symphony No.2Brahms Symphony No.2 
MMeMenMendMendeMendelMendelssMendelsMendelssohMendelssoMendelssohn RMendelssohnMendelssohn Mendelssohn RuMendelssohn RuyMendelssohn Ruy Mendelssohn Ruy BlMendelssohn Ruy BMendelssohn Ruy BlasMendelssohn Ruy BlaMendelssohn Ruy Blas Mendelssohn Ruy Blas OMendelssohn Ruy Blas OvMendelssohn Ruy Blas OveMendelssohn Ruy Blas OvertMendelssohn Ruy Blas OverMendelssohn Ruy Blas OvertureMendelssohn Ruy Blas OvertuMendelssohn Ruy Blas OverturMendelssohn Ruy Blas Overture Mendelssohn Ruy Blas Overture  
 
 

Tickets - £15 adult, £5 student 

www.thecso.org.uk 
Benenden’s Community Shop 
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�inking of selling or letting your 
property in or close to Benenden?

Specialist Rural and Village 
Agent. Full Professional Estate 
Agency service.

For straightforward sale or letting advice 
regarding the value of your house please 
contact us. 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

ANITA MEEKINS
PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE

Ordinary & Executive Vehicles
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys
& courier service available

Business accounts welcome

Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com
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Our mission is to help all those affected by 
dementia within our community of Tenterden and the

surrounding villages

Musical Memories  ~  Every Tuesday
From 10.45am - 12 noon

Highbury Hall, Highbury Lane, Tenterden TN30 6LE

Come and Sing!
Not only is it good fun, but singing is

scientifically proven to  promote good health
and a feel-good factor.

Music students from Homewood School 6th Form Centre
will be performing and singing along too and refreshments

will be served to keep the throats well lubricated.

Just The Ticket Memory Café ~ Every Friday 
From 10.00am - 12 noon at The Refreshment Room,
Kent & East Sussex Railway ~ Tenterden Town Station
An opportunity to meet with others in our community

living with and caring for those with dementia.
Good company, new friendships,
with plenty of tea,coffee and cake!

www.dementiafriendlytenterden.co.uk
Please take a look at our website for further information

Help is on hand
from your local Mind

www.westkentmind.org.uk
01732 744950

Information given,
volunteers welcome

and donations needed.

We’re here to make sure
anyone with a mental health
problem has somewhere

to turn for advice and support.

The Tennis Club for
Iden Green and Benenden

A Warm Welcoming Local Club
Friendly Club Sessions

Social Events and Competitions
Strong Junior Squad Coaching

No Joining Fee

Contact Club Chair
Ellie Cochrane

eleanor.cochrane@btinternet.com
www.idengreentennis.net

http://www.hobbsparker.co.uk
mailto:anitameekinsph@btconnect.com
http://www.dementiafriendlytenterden.co.uk
http://www.westkentmind.org.uk
mailto:eleanor.cochrane@btinternet.com
http://www.idengreentennis.net


Sheriff ’s Posse 
marches on church
If the office of High Sheriff sounds like
something out of Robin Hood, that’s probably
because it is. For a thousand years the holder 
of the title has been upholding the law on 
behalf of the monarch, a task which used to
include collecting taxes.
Now Kent has a new High Sheriff, Mrs Jane

Ashton. Although she lives in Tenterden she has
a long association with Benenden, having been 

a philosophy teacher and
chaplain at the girls’ school
for nearly two decades.
Because of this she knew
St George’s Church rather
well and decided to hold
her Declaration Ceremony
there rather than at 
her local church of 
St Mildred’s.
Thus it was on 8 April

that a procession walked
slowly up the Green
towards the church. The

Undersheriff of Kent was there along with the
Chief Constable, the chairman of Kent County
Council, the Mayor of Tunbridge Wells, the
outgoing High Sheriff, the Dean of Rochester,
the Bishops of Dover and Rochester and Her
Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Kent. Oh, yes, and
Mrs Jane Ashton as High Sheriff elect.
“The invitation came out of the blue,” she

says, “but it is announced some time in
advance so I’ve known for nearly four years
now. It’s unpaid, but amounts to a pretty 
full-time role, essentially supporting and
encouraging the judiciary and police, and law
and order in general.”
That side of the job goes back to before 

the Norman Conquest. Then the Sheriff 
could raise the ‘hue and cry’ after criminals
and keep the king’s peace by mobilising the
posse comitatus - the fill military force of the
country. Hmm, a Sheriff raising a posse, now
where have we heard that before? It’s a power
last used in Oxfordshire in 1830 following a
demonstration against the enclosure acts. The
monarch still technically chooses each county’s
High Sheriff by ‘pricking’ the chosen name with
a silver bodkin - though it’s possible this task
may today be delegated.
Jane Ashton says it’s an ‘extraordinary

privilege’ to be asked to do it, and was pleased
to appoint her son, the Reverend Sam Ashton
to be her official Chaplain.
One rather feels W.S. Gilbert might have

poked some fun at the custom, and whether, 
in the 21st century, it needs preserving as a
quaint British tradition or scrapping as an
anachronism, you alone must decide.
KB
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Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB     ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street!
An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines

and with Post Office services . . .

. . . and a great place to meet and chat over a coffee or snack.

Free Wifi
info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07484 744200
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run
business which takes pride in offering a
quality, professional, friendly and reliable
service at competitive rates for all aspects 
of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett
07746 672946

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk
W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett
07961 637275

Topsoils  Composts  Barks  Grass Seed  Aggregates  Decorative Stones 
Small Bags, Bulk Bags or Loose Loads 

Delivered or Collected 

Mr noah’s nursery school 
Free to learn 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  tel: 240642 
mnns@idengreen.org.uk 

mrnoahs.org 

Idyllic rural location
Individual heated chalets 
housing up to four cats
Also welcome rabbits, 

guinea pigs, hamsters etc.
Come and see us before booking

F o r e s t
F a r m
C a t

H o t e l

Call Lucy on 01580 242961
or 07720 966374

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
or see our website 

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

mailto:info@ukelectricbike.co.uk
mailto:info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk
http://www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk
mailto:info@benendens.co.uk
mailto:mnns@idengreen.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
http://www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
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Benenden needs You!

Get involved 
and help shape
our future

asking landowners to put forward sites. 
Our local landowners have been extremely
forthcoming. Over 200 hectares of land has
been offered within the Parish under the 
Call for Sites. For other Parishes, where 
less land has been offered, their housing
targets are lower, much lower than ours.
Since the Call for Sites closed, more
landowners have come forward with
additional sites. At this stage the NDP team
are not considering any additional sites, we
have our work cut out assessing those that
went through the formal process.
We will continue to lobby TWBC through

our Borough Counsellor and at further
meetings. TWBC have agreed to a full day
workshop with us later in June, and to
provide more information in advance so 
we can have a better informed discussion. In
turn we have shared a number of documents
with them, which sets out the logic for a
reduced overall target. Our submission 
also sets out reduced planned density for
future housing development, which would 
be more in keeping with the character of 
our rural settlements.
All those working on the NDP agree

some more suitable homes should be
developed in Benenden and we should play
our part in dealing with the well-reported
housing shortage. We are working hard to
balance Parish needs and desires with those
of the wider world, the path is not going to
be easy.
Paul Tolhurst, Chair, NDP Chair
paul.tolhurst@btinternet.com

Challenging times for Benenden’s
Neighbourhood Plan
The late Peter Davies warned me that the
path of the NDP would not be smooth. 
So many vested interests and competing
pressures would become apparent. Well it
seems he was right.
TWBC have a target of 14,000 additional

homes to be built across the Borough over
the next 15 years. If they fail to deliver, the
power to manage planning matters could 
be taken from them and passed to the
mandarins in Whitehall. Of course Tunbridge
Wells, Paddock Wood and other large
settlements will be taking most of the
development. But Benenden is targeted for 
a significant chunk.
A group from Benenden NDP and Nicola

Thomas our PC Chair, met with TWBC
Planners on 24 April. I have to report that
the meeting raised some concerns for us.
TWBC are clearly under pressure and
confirmed that due to the significant quantity
of land offered under their Call for Sites 
they currently plan to target Benenden for
development of around 200 houses. This is
on top of existing planning permissions for
sites at the Hospital and in Walkhurst Road.
The target is based on a TWBC planning
assumption of a density of 30 houses per
hectare. Benenden’s settlements have less
than 10 houses per hectare; so development
based on the planned housing density would
create a number of new ‘Sissinghurst style’
housing estates.
We pointed out that such development

would be unsustainable, and questioned 
the accuracy of TWBC’s assumptions. They
were unable to share the basis of their
assessments at that time. They stated their
target is based on a ‘bottom up’ approach.
However, it is not based on assessed housing
need, economic viability or any consultation
with the Parish. Their ‘bottom up’ is simply

Neighbourhood Development
Plan

mailto:paul.tolhurst@btinternet.com
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Local
Enterprise ...
Enterprising
Locals
RAJ BISRAM,
BENTLEY’S
ENTERPRISING
AUCTIONEER 
AND ONE OF TV’S
MOST POPULAR
ANTIQUES SHOW
PERSONALITIES

I’m sure many of 
us have browsed
round Bentley’s 

Fine Art Auctioneers in Cranbrook, in the hope 
of spotting an overlooked Van Dyck or piece of
Chinese porcelain. Having talked to Raj about 
his life in antiques over the past 30 exciting and
varied years that seems unlikely!
Raj was originally from London, going to

Highgate School, where he was a bit of a rebel.
He was interested in antiques from the age of
about ten, collecting what he could afford and
over time developing a knowledge and interest 
in furniture. As a young man he also used to 
do magic tricks and later became an associate
member of the Magic Circle - he has even done
some magic on Antiques Road Trip!
After leaving school Raj decided to join the

British Army and became a physical
training instructor in the REME
(Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers). He was encouraged to
try various sports including skiing.
He was offered the opportunity 
to go to Bavaria for two weeks 
and loved it. It wasn’t long before
his potential was spotted and he
trained to be a ski racer. He and 
his mates had a novel way of
acclimatising themselves to wind
speed … yes, you’ve guessed it they
strapped themselves onto to the

roof of a Volvo and drove full speed. Raj left
the army after four years, did a bit of travelling,
some sailing, went to Israel, but hoped to make
his career in skiing. The British Ski Federation
had no funds so he joined Thompson Holidays
as a rep in Ellmau, Austria. He asked if he 
could train as an instructor and in due course
got his papers and qualified as the first, and to
date only, British Asian Austrian ski instructor.
It was in Ellmau, that Raj met his wife Sue,
from Kent. After marrying and settling in
Sissinghurst they decided to work at
something they both loved and the thing was
antiques. They opened their first antique shop,
Bridge House Antiques, in Cranbrook, and have
for many years lived in Iden Green.
After some years working in the antiques

trade Raj set up what is now Bentley’s Fine Art
Auctioneers with his business partner of 25
years, Mark Foster. The auction house is
constantly busy with sales full up to two

Skiing with wife Sue and their two daughters



months ahead and is still one of Raj’s major
preoccupations - he says antiques are ‘a
passion not a just a job’. The BBC will be
returning to film more Bargain Hunt
programmes at Bentley’s in July.
When he was 55, Channel 4 asked Raj 

to do a screen test for their new antiques
programme Four Rooms. He decided to go for
it and having done the knowledge and screen
tests wasn’t sure it had gone very well, but the
next day Channel 4 rang to sign him up. His
first series won Best Daytime Programme at
the TV Awards in competition with Pointless
and The Chase. Raj was then asked back to do
a further three series. Two years later Raj was
asked to join the BBC’s Antiques Road Trip as
the BBCs first Asian antiques expert and soon
after made his first appearances on Bargain
Hunt and Posh Pawn. He is still doing all of
these and has just finished filming another
series of Flog It!

In addition to antiques
programmes Raj has also
appeared on Celebrity Egg
Heads and Countdown
with a fund of funny and
informative stories. He 
is just about to film 
his second series of
Countdown in dictionary
corner. He says all the
programmes are fun to
make and the people he
meets are friendly and
interesting. He has also
just done an interview 

on the Aled Jones show.
So what does he do to relax? Raj is,

unsurprisingly, a poker and bridge player 
and plays poker every week with a group of
evenly-matched old friends. He still loves skiing
and goes back to Ellmau every year to catch
up with his Austrian friends, but his biggest
love and hobby is always antiques.
A bad back recently has rather curtailed

what he has been able to do but has allowed
him to think about what he wants to do next.
Looking at Raj’s career so far it will be
something completely unexpected!
Minnie Garnier

Antiques Road Trip to Mendip Auction Rooms

Raj with Nelson’s Will from Four Rooms

First and only British-Asian ski instructor in Ellmau



 

OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

Hadlow trained• Experienced in
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

AND LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
Competitive prices

Border design• Tidy up• Prepping
Small patios • Minor brickwork

Pointing• Decking• Winter garden blitz
Hedge work • Fencing• Log splitting
Sheds and shed bases • Turfing
General garden maintenance

Planting up• Help with choice of planting

Feel free to call or email
for more details, quotes and prices.
Usually same day reply with emails.
idenlandscapes@gmail.com
01580 389531   07720 817577

Iden
Landscapes Jay Weekes

A Wood Fired Oven can provide
fantastic, fresh and fast food for you

and your guests.

We are local to Benenden and can cater
for private parties, wedding receptions

and events of all kinds.

Most people only think of pizza, but
there are lots of alternatives.

Give me a call to discuss on:
01580 279000 or 07788 279000

info@wowcooking.co.uk

or visit our website
www.wowcooking.co.uk

FRANKLIN MEDIATION
01892 300320

Family Mediation
The Legally Binding alternative to

Court Proceedings for Divorce or Separation
Offices in Benenden and Tunbridge Wells
(evening and weekend appointments available)
www.franklinmediation.co.uk

Visit England 5* Gold
with breakfast award

Relaxed evening suppers
available by prior booking

A delightful country home
offering 5* bed and breakfast

with a touch of luxury to visitors
wishing to enjoy the beautiful 

Kent countryside.

Set within 7 acres of mature elevated
gardens and paddock with

splendid views over beautiful
Wealden countryside. Enjoy a swim 

in our heated outdoor pool (seasonal)
or a game of tennis on our court.

Julie Jex  7 01580 240434  7 jjjex@icloud.com  7 www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk

mailto:idenlandscapes@gmail.com
mailto:info@wowcooking.co.uk
http://www.wowcooking.co.uk
http://www.franklinmediation.co.uk
mailto:jjjex@icloud.com
http://www.beaconhallhouse.co.uk
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News from Benenden School
We were delighted to return after the Easter
break to blistering sunshine. The girls have
been making full use of the fine weather -
playing football at 7.30am and enjoying the
grounds well into the evening.
As soon as the term began we were

immersed in this year’s Benenden Arts Festival.
This was an extraordinary four days in which
we celebrated all aspects of the arts, featuring
music, drama, artwork, comedy, literature,
workshops, floristry, food, wine and so much
more. In all there were more than 40 events,
enjoyed by more than 2,000 people, and I am
incredibly proud of the girls’ achievements. 
The Festival, now four years old, is fast gaining
a reputation for excellence and we look
forward to developing this further over the
coming years.
We are very much looking forward to the

launch day later this term of the light aircraft
which a group of girls have been constructing
for the past 18 months. The microlight is being
launched at Headcorn Aerodrome, flown by a
team of different instructors on a number of
separate flights, one for each of the girls who
built it. I was keen to experience the girls’
handiwork for myself so I have the pleasure 
of being in the first flight!
Thank you to those members of the village

community who attended our public display of
the proposals for a new School Hall and Music
School. We hope to hear back from the
planners in the coming weeks and we will
continue to keep you updated as to progress
with this exciting development at Benenden
School.
Of course, the summer term brings the

inevitable focus on public exams; these are
already underway and we wish all the girls
taking GCSEs, A Levels and AS Levels the very
best of luck.
Samantha Price, Headmistress

Talking Shop
Doing our bit for the environment
Benenden’s is proud to announce the
adoption of the Refill scheme for the shop
and café. The aim is to reduce drastically the
number of single-use plastic water bottles by
having tap water free on demand for people
to fill their own water bottles. This is a service
already well used by many thirsty cyclists who
stop for a snack. We would also like to think it
would please David Attenborough’s team who
are seeking to reduce the appalling amount of
discarded plastic in the oceans. To this end,
the café is changing over to the use of paper
straws rather than plastic ones.
We recycle as much as we can: batteries, 

all paper products, tins, plastic cartons and
glass. Coffee grounds are taken to be put 
on compost heaps where they add valuable
nitrogen to feed plants. Please do ask if you
would like to take some.
Last but not least there is Ethel (see back

cover) who greatly benefits from all kinds 
of left-over food, bread and vegetables past
their sell-by date. As you might deduce, she 
is not too fussy and all offerings are most
gratefully accepted!

Membership of our Community Benefit
Society
We are aware that not all the readers 
were able to become members of our
Community Benefit Society when Benenden’s
Share Offer was launched in 2015. As long 
as you are 16 or over you can still join.
There’s a form available on the website
www.benendens.co.uk or in the shop and 
you can purchasing one or more shares at 
£10 each. Being a member enables you to
vote at the AGM - this year on 21 June - 
and to stand for election to the Committee.
Irrespective of the number of shares you hold
the voting rights are on the basis of one
member one vote.
Bev Beveridge

http://www.benendens.co.uk


07718920249
www.evansconservation.uk

HISTORIC BUILDING
SPECIALISTS

kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
Electricians
All work insured and guaranteed
Trusted locally for 40 years

45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden

www.baldwinstravel.co.uk

Make your memories with
Baldwins Travel Group

Providing private hire and taxi service
from Benenden.

We offer a reliable, professional service
including airport and station transfers,

courier service and
informative tours for visitors to the area

across Kent and Sussex.

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked.

Contact us to discuss availability
and tariffs on:

01580 242898 or 07707 242898

or visit our website
for further information

www.hemstedcars.co.uk
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Namaste Kids & Teens
Yoga

Fun & lively classes
Qualified from 2yrs to 18yrs

Teaching in Benenden Village Hall,
Benenden Pre-School 

& local schools.

email: Hayley@namastekids.co.uk
@namastekidsteens

FREE
Trial
Class

Available

http://www.evansconservation.uk
mailto:kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com
http://www.baldwinstravel.co.uk
mailto:Hayley@namastekids.co.uk
http://www.hemstedcars.co.uk


Hospice in the Weald events
In June there are two events in aid of Hospice
in the Weald:
Art in a Topiary Garden, Balmoral Cottage,
Benenden
2-3 June and 9-10 June, 11-5pm each day
Visit Charlotte Molesworth’s delightful gardens
and studios also displaying Peter Clarke’s
sculpture and Colin Griffith’s pottery.

Open Garden Safari in Sandhurst
Saturday 30 June, 2-5pm
There will be at least nine interesting and
varied gardens open to visit in Sandhurst.
Tickets £5 include entry into all the gardens.
Purchase tickets from Jill Oliphant-Robertson
at Ringlehurst, Rye Road, Sandhurst TN18 5LQ.
Teas will be available at one of the gardens,
details to be given on arrival.

Concert at The Paper Mill, Benenden
Saturday 8 September
Entry by ticket only. 
We do hope that you can enjoy these events.
Jenny Stevens, Hospice in the Weald Friends 
Co-ordinator for Benenden and Sandhurst   
07720 006244   jenny.tenterden@gmail.com

Benenden Pre-School News
The children have been enjoying lots of
outside play and have been helping to plant
seeds in the garden. We currently have some
sunflowers, flowers and runner beans starting
to make an appearance.
The children were lucky enough to have a

visit from Charlotte who runs Tiddlers Tunes.
They had great fun playing with different
instruments and exploring the different sounds
their voices and instruments can make.
We also enjoyed Grandparents Day during

May. Many came along to watch what the
children get up to at pre-school and joined in
with the songs and games.
To find out more about Benenden 

Pre-School, please email:
supervisor@benendenpre-school.co.uk

Village Lunch
Tuesday 19 June, Benenden Village Hall,
12.30pm
All are welcome. It’s just £5 a head. If you need 
a lift please let us know and we can arrange it.
Please call Sheila on 01580 240838, preferably 
by Friday 15 June, if you haven’t already put your
name down but would like to come.
Unfortunately so many of the cooks are away

in July that there won’t be a lunch then but
normal service will be resumed on 21 August.
If you know of anyone who normally comes

but doesn’t get this magazine, can you please let
them know.
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In Benenden 
and Sandhurst

A different way 
of being church
of doing church

Come along on Sunday 17 June
This month at St George’s Church, Benenden, 4-6pm

Aimed at all the family ... whatever your age.
Have fun being church together, doing crafts together, 
worshipping together, and eating together.
The first hour is the craft stuff.
Then we have a short time of informal worship.
Finally we’ll sit down and eat a meal together.

Please come and join us. You do not have to get messy, 
just have fun!

Revd David Commander, Rector
01580 240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

24 June

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

24 June

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

24 June

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm

mailto:jenny.tenterden@gmail.com
mailto:supervisor@benendenpre-school.co.uk
mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
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Each number represents a letter. Break the code and 
complete the grid. Three letters have been given to help you.

CROSSWORD No5  (Moderate)

CODEWORD No5  (Moderate)

NINE FROM EIGHT

MINDBENENDERS  By ASCII     
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Change the word at
the foot of the ladder
into the word at the
top by altering only
one letter at a time.

Find the missing 
letter at the 
centre of the 
wheel to create a 
nine-letter word.
Clue: I want 
my mummy!

STEP CHANGE

BEANS

GOODY

     Across
 1   Rough aspirates around Latin art (5)
 4   Northern metropolitan district clothing, perhaps? (5)
 7   Opted, confusingly, for storage (5)
 8   A Class-A joke (5)
 9   More head egg than egg head (3)
11   Old familiar has energy for speed (5)
14  Nasty lump without potatoes and bread is relatively nice (5)
17  Sounds as though they got up the hill quickly! (3)
19  Not her; someone else (5)
20  Sharp moves forwards (5)
22  Thanks for keeping pigs. Delicious! (5)
23  Reciprocal urban greetings? (2-3)

     Down
 1   Concealed to avoid a good one, possibly (6)
 2   Exhortation at a funeral or maybe just a tear (3)
 3   Go through it to berth or birth (5)
 4   Secures canal boats, perhaps? (5)
 5   Importance of Being close to horrid Earnest? (7)
 6   In the interest of alcoholic drink (4)
10  Moustache? By shaving am then open to caresses (7)
12  Use everything to make a hole (3)
13  Flowers as blue as her eyes (6)
15  Hair of the dog? (5)
16  Restore ere my nails grow longer! (5)
18  Refuse habitually (4)
21  Man the rope! (3)
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Tuition

In Benenden

Are you considering personal tuition

for your child?

Clare Leek has spaces available

clare.intuition@btinternet.com

07711 619536

In Tuition

Primary Subjects

Singapore Maths

French

l

mailto:clare.intuition@btinternet.com
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Benenden Village Trust
The Benenden Village Trust is now up and
running, having taken over the assets and
responsibilities of the Harmsworth Memorial
Trust at the start of April.
These include the village hall, the 

St George’s building, the football pitch and
recreation grounds at Benenden and Iden
Green, the Iden Green pavilion and various
investments.
The aims and objectives of the BVT remain

the same as for the HMT. But one positive
change is that all Benenden residents will be
eligible to be members of the BVT and will
have oversight of its running, elect trustees
and be able to propose and vote on motions
at general meetings. Details of how to apply
for membership will be published in the
Benenden Magazine over the next few months.
The steering group which set up the 

BVT has been named by the Charity
Commission as the founding trustees. They 
are David Harmsworth (Chair), Kent Barker, 
Robin Dalton Holmes, Tom Dawlings, 
Barrie Jones and Jonathan Strong. All will 
retire at the first AGM which will be held in
the spring of 2019, when members will elect 
a wider on-going Board of Trustees.
In the meantime we are delighted to

welcome Beth Astridge who has been co-
opted as a trustee to steer the Play Benenden
initiative which we hope will result in a 
new children’s play area on the Benenden
recreation field. We would be pleased to hear
from anyone with accounting experience who
might consider becoming a trustee.
The BVT is currently inspecting and

assessing its holdings to establish maintenance
and refurbishment programmes. It is looking
for a part time caretaker/manager for 
St George’s and the village hall, and hopes to
draw up a list of local trades or crafts-people
who it can call on for on-going projects. If you
are interested, please contact Caroline Levett
at bvtclerk@gmail.com.
David Harmsworth   benvilltrust@gmail.com

Benenden Cricket Club
Our home fixtures for June on The Green are:
Saturday 2 June v Mountfield at 2pm
Saturday 9 June v Hastings and Bexhill Barbarians
at 2pm
Saturday 16 June v Fenics Friars at 2pm
Thursday 21 June Benenden Bulls v Goudhurst
Gentlemen at 6pm
Sunday 24 June v Shepway Stragglers at 2pm
Wednesday 27 June Benenden Bulls v Cranbrook
20/20 at 6pm

Richard Brunt, Club Captain

World War I 
centenary celebrations
In November we will be celebrating the end 
of the Great War with a series of events 
which include a review in the village hall on
Saturday 10 November (there will be a call 
for contributions at a later date); the Sunday 11
November morning Service of Remembrance 
at the church and war memorial and on 
the Sunday evening, as part of the national
celebrations, we will be holding a service in the
church followed by the lighting of the village
beacon. More details over the coming months.
Peter Ellis

Benenden Cricket Club strive to maintain the tradition 
of idyllic village cricket, which has been enjoyed on our 

glorious village green since 1798.

We offer sociable and competitive cricket.  New players 
and supporters of all ages, abilities and both sexes are 

made very welcome.

For more information please visit: 
www.benendencc.play-cricket.com

If interested in playing, please contact our Club Captain, 
Richard Brunt  on: 

07834 572838 or email bruntyhk@hotmail.com

mailto:bvtclerk@gmail.com
mailto:benvilltrust@gmail.com
http://www.benendencc.play-cricket.com
mailto:bruntyhk@hotmail.com


MEET 
YOUR MP
Helen Grant
Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone and the 
Weald, holds regular surgeries around 
the constituency. If you would like to 
arrange an appointment to discuss an 
issue of concern to you, please e-mail 
Helen at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk 
or telephone 020 7219 7107.

www.helengrant.org
Produced by Helen Grant MP, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Geoff Tiltman
Gardens & Groundworks

City & Guilds in Horticulture, NCT
Creating Gardens of Distinction

Drives, Patios, Walls, Fencing, Pergolas,
Turfing, Regular Grass Cutting,
Unruly Gardens Made Tidy,
All Garden Construction and

Garden Maintenance Work Undertaken

Free Quotations - Keen Prices

Smarden 01233 770777 - 24 hours
Mobile 07775 694 963

geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk

EMPLOY A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR AND
SEE THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR GARDEN

Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE  

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www. b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

mailto:helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.helengrant.org
mailto:geoff.tiltman@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.hannahsgarden.net
http://www.benendenv
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Primary School News
Summer term - a time to build memories
As always in May, I wonder how we can possibly
be three-quarters of the way through the
school year. It seems only yesterday we were
welcoming tiny, barely four-year-old reception
children to our school and now we are
preparing them to transition to the ‘big school’.
The summer term is certainly the most

chaotic in any primary school, with a packed
diary of events that hopefully our children will
look back on to define their school days. I don’t
mean the SAT tests or end-of-year assessments
- they come and go with little possibility of
lingering in the long-term memory - but those
halcyon days playing on the green, a victorious
team win at sports day, the class trip to a beach
or forest, a new friendship forged on a
residential, a dynamic school performance,
these are the memories we strive to create for
our children and many of these opportunities
happen in the summer term.
Our drive to give every child access to

outdoor learning and Forest School has been
building up over this year and we are hugely
grateful to Benenden Girls’ School for the use
of their excellent facilities. Many children have
blossomed as a result of this new initiative.
The events already in the school diary - and

this list is by no means definitive - include
whole school sports day, science week, including
a whole school trip to Herstmonceux, a visit to
Smallhythe Place to see an outdoor drama
production, a visit to Go Ape at Bedgebury, a
day windsurfing at Bewl Water, a Stone Age day
and an end-of-year play. Add to this the emotion
of the Leavers’ Service for Year 6 children and
you’ll see the full extent of what I mean.
All of these things take a huge amount of

organisation and preparation by the school staff.
So, if you see teachers looking busy and tired,
be kind to them - they’re building memories.
Gill Knox, Headteacher

Iden Green and Benenden WI
We had an AGM this spring month of May,
which was a relaxed meeting but well attended.
A Frittenden member came to advocate the
voting for our President, which was unanimous
for Shirley Fidler. She was very happy to carry
on for another year. The Committee members
all agreed to continue for a further year.
Outings were arranged for the summer months
ahead and the West Kent Federation Report
was read out by a member before light tea 
for everyone.
Dates to remember:

Tuesday 19 June, Garden Party at the Hill’s
home, 5pm
Tuesday 17 July, Mrs Nash Making Jewellery,
Memorial Hall, 2-4pm
Tuesday 21 August, Mrs Boyd Lord and Lady
Hamilton, Iden Green Pavilion, 2-4pm
For further enquiries:

Shirley Fidler, President   752232

Classical for charity
Details have been finalised for the latest 
events in the tenth annual Richard Beattie
Davis Sandhurst Musical series for Hospice 
in the Weald.
Saturday 28 July, 3pm  Oliver Davies (pf) and
Adrian Bradbury (cello) will be performing at
this year’s garden party event. The interesting
programme will consist of Cui, Glazunov, 
Piatti and others. Tickets by donation
(minimum £17).

Wednesday 12 September, 3pm  Alexander
Karpeyev will be the first Russian to guest 
at the series. He will be playing Medtner,
Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov and other
repertoire from his homeland. Tickets by
donation (minimum £15).
All events take place in a private home in

Sandhurst with a fine Steinway grand piano.
Reservations in advance only from:

Gillian Davis   850384



Levelling the Weald ...
With electric bikes becoming increasingly
ubiquitous we look at their pros and cons, or
ups and downs. First, Amanda Petch extolls the
effortless ease with which her eBike enables
her to keep up with youngsters and other ‘tour
de France’ wannabes.
Have you ever ridden an electric bike? They are
rather fun and very easy to get to manage. Unlike
a moped, as you pedal the motor amplifies your
effort so you can enjoy the sensation of an
invisible push when you are on a hill or if you are
flagging. You begin to imagine you are an Olympic
athlete, cycling further and faster than you
normally would without getting hot and sweaty.
Initially somewhat sceptical, I discovered

eBikes about a year ago when I was asked to
help a friend out with his fledgling eBike tour
company. He was a keen cyclist but had had 
a hip operation and was finding it difficult to 
ride his road bike over longer distances. His
hobby developed organically into a small eBike 
business over the course of the next couple 
of years, now based just outside Biddenden.
What I like about eBikes is that they level 

the playing field, enabling friends of different
abilities and grades of fitness to cycle together.
The more reluctant cyclist can participate in a
day out with their lycra-clad enthusiast partner.
The motor is legally required to cut out at
15.5mph making an electric bike no more
dangerous than an ordinary one.
Many who are committed to traditional 

pedal bikes wouldn’t consider changing. I don’t

necessarily see an eBike as an alternative to
cycling; on the contrary, it’s an alternative to
NOT cycling. eBikes effectively get non-cyclists
or ex-cyclists back on the road.
If you are interested in trying an eBike, there

are plenty to choose from. The UK Electric Bike
Centre in Biddenden carries traditional Dutch-
style bikes and natty folding ones as well as
high-end bikes with serious Bosch motors and
discreet batteries. If you mention this article, 
you will receive 10% off a day’s eBike hire and
£100 off a new eBike until October.
UK Electric Bike Centre   892259
www.ukelectricbiketours.co.uk

... or keeping it real?
Peter Thomas still enjoys keeping fit by
riding his £40 push-bike up the local hills,
but he is tempted by the new technology,
even with prices starting above the £500
mark.
I’d never come across an eBike until one 
day when I was walking rather feebly in the
foothills of some French mountains and I 
was passed on a particularly steep ascent by 
a large German woman on what I imagined 
to be a standard-issue bicycle.
Now, this lady was staying in the same

guest house as us and I knew her to have an
enormous capacity for beef stew and dumplings,
so to see her sailing past serenely while I toiled
in her wake came as something of a shock. It
wasn’t until I got home that the penny dropped.
Having seen a second-hand bike for sale

outside Wards the Butchers, I stumped up £40
and took to the roads as I’d done in my salad
days, only to find that in the intervening years,
inclines had got mysteriously steeper, so there 
I was, puffing my way up Mounts Hill in first 
gear in a pair of baggy shorts and a sweaty 
t-shirt, when past me pedalled an elderly couple
wearing casual slacks and floppy sun hats.
They moved smoothly and effortlessly, like

swans on a millpond, the only clue to their
subterfuge a faint whirring as they rode off 
with what was left of my self esteem. The little

30
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Village Hall highlights
June is turning out to be party and celebration
season at the hall. Our weekends are crammed
with various birthdays, Mega Blaster World
parties, school leavers’ balls, race nights and 
even an awards presentation for the Kent 
Drama Association. We really are the hall for 
any occasion!
As we’re bursting at the seams, if you 

are thinking of holding a party then please 
do book asap so you or your little ones 
are not left disappointed. You can check 
full availability on our website
www.benendenvillagehall.org/events.
In May the hall had a visit from 

Keith Harrison, the chief executive of Action
with Communities in Rural Kent. Due to 
the success of Village Halls Week on social 
media earlier in the year, and our hall helping
with it, we were selected to help promote
#volunteersweek which is happening in June.
Keith will be walking between a few village 
halls during that week to help highlight the
celebration. Watch out for the campaign on
social media.
If you are thinking ahead to the long summer

holidays and wondering what on earth you are
going to do to entertain the kids, then check 
out the various summer workshops with
Charlotte Hudson School of Dance. With 
themes ranging from The Wizard of Oz, Mary
Poppins, The Greatest Showman Circus Dance,
Cheer Leading and Frozen there is a world of
dance to discover. Charlotte’s workshops to 
tend to sell out quickly so if you’re interested
contact www.charlottehudsonschoolofdance
Lorraine Jones   243123
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org

Open-air Jazz and Blues 
at the Pavilion
Saturday 28 July, Pavilion, Iden Green, 6pm
Ever popular event with beer and Pimm’s tent,
barbecue and picnics. A date for your diary!

canisters on their crossbars that I’d assumed
contained Sanatogen, instead held the electronic
key to their superiority. It suddenly dawned on
me that they, like the tubby Teuton in France, 
had battery power.
Apparently you can have ‘pedal-assist’, which 

is just a little bit of help to the pedaller, or
power-on-demand, which is practically the 
same as rocket fuel. Whichever they had, they
were legally entitled to ride at 15.5mph, which 
seemed unfair on a middle-aged man still making

the effort to cycle in the
true meaning of the word,
but then it also looked 
like a lot less trouble.
I’m still wavering. Is 

it incumbent on me to
continue the unequal
struggle, or is it time 
to join the eBikers on 
their faintly dishonest
jaunts, which they will 
be able to continue 
deep into their dotage, 
pedalling gently, boosted 
by electricity, untroubled 
by cardiac arrest?
I think I’ll give it 

another couple of years.

Defibrillator training session
Wednesday 20 June, Quinlan training centre,
Benenden Hospital, 6.30pm
A session on resuscitation and the use of the
automated emergency defibrillator (AED) will
run at the new Quinlan training centre,
Benenden Hospital (at the top of the car park 
on the opposite side of the road to the main
building) from 6.30pm until about 8pm. All
abilities welcome. We have two AEDs: one on 
the Green at Wheelwright’s House and the
second in the telephone box in Iden Green.
Please could you let us know if you are coming:
Lesley   lesley.higham@benenden.org.uk or 
Peter   peteralanellis@aol.com

http://www.benendenvillagehall.org/events
http://www.charlottehudsonschoolofdance
mailto:enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org
mailto:lesley.higham@benenden.org.uk
mailto:peteralanellis@aol.com


The Walled Nursery The Old Fire Station

Short and long term work 
Daytime, evening and weekend 
sessions available 

Counselling children, teenagers 
and adults 

BACP registered

 

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 



MINDBENENDERS  Answers
CROSSWORD No5
Across:  1 Harsh, 4Lines, 7Depot, 8Crack, 
9Nit, 11Haste, 14Uncle, 17Tor, 19Other, 
20Edges, 22Tasty, 23Yo-yos
Down:  1 Hiding, 2Rip, 3Hatch, 4Locks, 
5Nearest, 6Sake, 10Touches, 12Awl, 13Irises,
15Curly, 16Emery, 18Wont, 21Guy

Centre - has been agreed through the Heritage
Lottery Fund and the Arts Council. TWBC is
actively helping the creation of community hubs
in Southborough, Paddock Wood and Cranbrook
- for the latter TWBC has appointed a project
manager to assist the Parish Council.
The council’s plans have encouraged

significant private sector investments in
Tunbridge Wells. Planning consent has been 
given for 99 apartments, a medical centre, shops
plus a cinema and restaurants in the centre of
the town. Ambitious plans exist to make Royal
Victoria Place an exciting retail experience.
I know people are concerned about the 

state of the roads (a KCC responsibility),
housing, vandalism in Cranbrook, the weekend
dustbin service and bottle banks. There is no
magic money tree but I will continue to work 
to ensure this ward gets its fair share of limited
resources and will report more on these issues
in future editions.
Tom Dawlings

CODEWORD No5

STEP CHANGE
BEANS, MEANS, MOANS, MOONS, GOONS, GOODS, GOODY

NINE FROM EIGHT
EMBALMING
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Cakes & Chaos
Drop-in Cafe

& Toddler Group

St George’s Church, Benenden
Every Friday during term time, 9-11.30am

Please come and enjoy lovely cakes,
real coffee and a selection of teas.

If you’ve got little ones, let them play
in the church.

Only £1 per family.

For more information please call
Revd David or Helen Commander 01580 240658

or email revdavidcommander@gmail.com
or helenjcommander@gmail.com

Investing in the Future
Our newly elected Tunbridge Wells Borough
councillor Tom Dawlings assesses the priorities
for the council and how they relate to
Benenden.
I would like to thank everyone who voted for 
me in the Borough Council election on 3 May; I
can assure everyone of my absolute commitment
to the ward of Benenden and Cranbrook.
It’s not always understood that TWBC 

collects council tax but this is mostly passed on
to KCC (responsible for roads, schools, social
care), to Kent Police, to the Kent Fire and Rescue
Service and to Parish Councils. TWBC retains just
£123.25 for each Band D property to fund the
services it provides (refuse collection, planning,
licensing, sports centres, museums, crematorium,
etc). TWBC also collects business rates but 96%
are passed on to central government. Council 
tax can only increase 2% per annum year without
the agreement of residents through a referendum.
It means we will continue to have one of the
lowest levels of council tax in Kent.
TWBC’s has ambitions Civic Development

plans which are part of the changing approach 
to the funding local government. Councils used 
to get a Revenue Support Grant. For TWBC it
has been reduced to zero from over £5m in 2011.
Now the government will permit local authorities
to retain new business rates, so encouraging a
good economic climate for business.
Under the plan, TWBC will generate rental

income from new offices. The new theatre should
increase the footfall in the town, helping existing
and new businesses, and creating a potential 287
to 362 full-time jobs. Funding for a new Cultural
and Learning Centre - comprising the Museum
and Art Gallery, Library and Adult Education

mailto:revdavidcommander@gmail.com
mailto:helenjcommander@gmail.com
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Food & Drink

Freak frosts that made 
grown men cry
Our Bordeaux expert Tracy Claridge casts 
an eye over the troubled but promising 
2017 vintage
Bordeaux 2017 will always be remembered as 
a frost vintage, like 1956, 1961 and 1991. I was
born in 1956, and have never managed to drink
a single decent bottle of that year, so Armagnac
it will have to be!
Now frost does not necessarily mean bad,

except if you lose 100 per cent of your crop, 
as we did at Chateau Angludet in Margaux,
where quite amazingly neighbouring properties
were hardly touched. Angludet means in old
French ‘angle of high land’, although it is only 18
metres above sea level. It was hit by a freakish
ground and air frost at the same time, reducing
winemaker and owner Benjamin Sichel to tears
at 4am as he saw the crop disappear in front of
his eyes.
Roughly 40 per cent of the potential total

Bordeaux crop fell victim to plummeting
temperatures on the early morning of 27 April 
- about 320m bottles of wine. Unfortunately
those vines that were struck by the frost will

take maybe one or two
vintages to recover, and
spare a thought for those
people who only produce
grapes and have no older 
or cellar stock to sell. The
Credit Agricole will come 
to the aid of many, but some
will just have to give up.
While frost is a key part

of the story of the vintage,
however, it is nothing like
the whole story. It threatens
to give a misleading
impression of what is
actually a good to very good
vintage. Comparisons are
always tricky and the quality
is less good than 2015 and

2016, but maybe on a par, or slightly better 
than 2014. There was little or no damage in 
St-Estephe, Pauillac and St-Julien, the Bordeaux
suburbs of Pessac, and most of the Pomerol
plateau, as well as the limestone slopes and
plateau of St-Emilion. According to Gavin
Quinney at Ch Bauduc, 80 per cent of the top
chateaux enjoyed a good harvest, and there 
was minimal damage to the plots which provide
the grapes for the First wines, ‘Les Grands Vins’.
The main impact is on quantity, not quality, so
even some of the chateaux that were badly
affected have made some very good wines,
albeit in smaller volumes.



THE GROWING SEASON
The 2016-17 winter was dry, with barely half
the normal rainfall twixt November and
February. January was cold, February, March
and the first half of April were mild, which
spurred on strong vegetative growth, which is
dangerous as there is always a danger of spring
frosts. Temperatures fell on 21 April and then
plummeted on 27 April. May was mild and wet,
and the vegetative growth accelerated again.
Flowering occurred about ten days earlier

than usual, in favourable conditions, confirming
an early vintage. Early summer was hot, but
water stress was attenuated by rain at the end
of June. July and August were relatively cool
and very dry. The harvest started early with
grapes that were ripe but not especially high in
alcohol. Rain towards the middle of September
caused some difficulty with the Merlots, but
provided a welcome boost for the later-
harvested Cabernets.

THE WINES
Without the September rains and despite 
the frost, we might have been looking at the
third successive outstanding vintage. The dry
whites are exceptionally good, as are some 
of the Sauternes and Barsacs. Is it a left bank
(Medoc/Graves/Pessac Leognan) or a right
bank (St-Emilion/Pomerol) vintage? Again the
general opinion is that there are some very
good wines in St-Julien, parts of St-Emilion, 
and the Pomerol.
Stylistically? The 2017, in the main, is an

easy vintage to taste when young. The tannins
are soft and well integrated, many will drink
young, the best will age gracefully. The dry
whites are crisp, fresh, aromatic, with good
structure - Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon at
their best.
Tracy Claridge is UK and Ireland sales manager
for Maison Sichel

The next tasting will be Mitchells of Clare
Valley, South Australia on Friday 31 August,
with a BBQ as well. Tickets will be on sale in
the shop from 1 June. Price and venue tba.

Spears that fight off 
all known ills
There are very few things I like that are also
recognised as being inarguably virtuous, so the
two months of the official British asparagus
season, between St George’s Day (23 April)
and the summer solstice (23 June) are always 
a boon to my flagging reserves of self-
righteousness.
I can’t bring myself to eat those flaccid,

year-round supermarket travesties from Peru,
so I wait patiently for ten months to launch
myself into the tasty, home-grown stuff, and I
feel restored from the first taste, knowing that
I’m consuming enough folic acid and vitamins
(A, C and K) to ward off all known medical
conditions, from cancer and anaemia to age-
related hearing loss, macular degeneration and
cognitive decline. It’s also, so they say, good for
the liver and the libido and cures hangovers, 
so by the end of the season I fully expect to
be ten years younger, with the faculties of a
Nobel Prize-winning Olympic athlete, although
it does make your wee smell funny.
This year’s open-air crop was delayed by

the Beast from the East, but the quantity is
strong and the quality enticing. Some say
Hollandaise sauce is the answer to all
asparagus-related questions; others like to
wrap in Parma ham, add chilli or put it in bread
rolls with bacon, and mozzarella; but I serve it
up with hot butter, black pepper and shavings
of Parmesan cheese, although I also like it
chopped in a salad and this year I’m toying
with dipping a few spears into one of those
humongous goose eggs from the window ledge
in Wards the Butchers.
For a wine pairing, many suggest Sauvignon

Blanc, and if you’re going for a salad I’d agree,
but as soon as you involve dairy, I’d lean
towards a lightly-oaked Chardonnay, like
Gouguenheim’s Valle Escondido, available at
£11.55 from the community shop, where
asparagus from Ladysden Farm in Goudhurst
sells for £4 a healthy bundle.
Peter Thomas
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We don’t paint by numbers although
sometimes we wish we did. We are an
enthusiastic art group that meets most
Mondays and don’t take ourselves too
seriously. Some of us have been painting for
years and some of us are new to the game.
And a game it certainly is - we have two short
hours to complete our masterpieces. A ‘Beat
the Clock’ or race, if you like, to the finish.
We paint from real life - interpreting our

version of the world as we see it - usually
with rose-tinted spectacles and sometimes
with extraordinary results. Over the weeks

and months
we have
tackled
candles and
books, skies
and trees,
Easter eggs
and fluffy
chicks, roses
and violets,
glass and ink

pots, apples and pears, cups and saucers,
teapots and jugs, cakes and biscuits,
snowdrops and daffodils and all kinds of
everything if you remember that Dana song.
By the time you are reading this, memories

of spring, like the blossom, may have faded 
a little. Blossom dripping from trees, birds
singing out their territories, pale green leaves
bursting from the boughs. We decide to take
on the near impossible task of recreating this
vision in watercolour.
Now I don’t know if you’ve ever tried to

paint an essentially white subject matter on 
a white sheet of paper - it’s harder than you
think. You can just leave it and save yourself
the effort. Call it minimalism or whatever. It’s
more a question of painting what’s not there -

filling in the background, fiddling around a bit
and hoping that these random motions come
together in much the same way as that rare
event when the planets come into alignment.
We cross our fingers hoping that it looks like
blossom at the end of the day.
To add to the fun we blob paint into a

corner, introduce a straw and blow our tree
branches into reality or oblivion depending on
how you look at it. We load our brushes with
varying shades of pink and white paint and,
clutching a rolling pin, wooden spoon or some
such weapon, splatter blossom shapes mostly
onto the paper. The effect is, needless to say,
‘abstract’: Jackson Pollock meets Joan Miro -
but adding a few splodges of pink and a large
dollop of artistic licence we can imagine they
are blossoms. By all means try this at home if
you want to make big mess.
If we have a goal, other than to chat,

generally put the world to rights, eat biscuits
and sometimes enjoy a fine home-made cake,
it is to share our love of painting even though
sometimes in our more frustrated moments,
we absolutely hate it!
For details please get in touch with:

Linda Chapple   851010
linda.boxhurst@virgin.net

A Brush with Nature?
Linda Chapple explains how her Benenden
Art Group is prepared to paint almost any
and all of their favourite things - though
apparently not whiskers on kittens … yet.

mailto:linda.boxhurst@virgin.net


Build con dence. 
Express individuality. 

We look to inspire each child, 
develop and celebrate  
their interests.

Come and see the di�erence.
dulwichprepcranbrook.org
01580 712179
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Hand-Finished Curtains & Blinds

Fabrics & Poles

Upholstery & Loose Covers

Wallpaper & Paint

Lighting & Carpets

The Paper Mill Oast, Hinksden Road,
Benenden, Kent TN17 4BA

01580 240708    ~    07734 958129
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kate@katejoyner.co.uk   ~   lucy@katejoyner.co.uk   ~   www.katejoyner.co.uk
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Above:The joy of rural village life: the Pre-School opens its doors for Grandparents Day; the Primary School take full advantage
of Forest School in the grounds of Benenden School; boys concentrate on The Green; Ethel, great friend to Benenden’s
Community Shop; Keith Harrison, chief executive of Action with Communities in Rural Kent, lends his support to the village hall
Front cover: A celebration of colour and form. Painting by Linda Chapple, Benenden Art Group


