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W A N T E D
BENENDEN VILLAGE

CHURCH FETE
BRIC-A-BRAC STALL

Moving House? 
De-Cluttering?

Spring Cleaning?

The Famous Fete Bric-a-Brac Stall
needs your unwanted items:

Collecting in the Church Porch,
or please ring:

Maggy   240700   Lalage   712815

• Family
• Residential Conveyancing
• Wills
• Probate
• Trusts
• Commercial Property
• Court of Protection
• Powers of Attorney
• Business Services

• Charities
• Civil Liberties
• Complete Legal Care
• Debt Recovery
• Employment
• Personal Injury
• Professional Negligence
• Licensing
• Mediation

Call: 01580 762248 Email: info@pengelly-rylands.co.uk
www.pengelly-rylands.co.uk
Visit: 39/41 High Street, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 6BJ
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The evolution of the village and its buildings seems to be the prevailing theme in this month’s
magazine. On pages 18 and 19 we have a fascinating piece from the inspecting architect of 
St George’s Church. He outlines the dramatic changes that took place after the devastating 
17th century storm and fire and how the medieval church was redesigned along ‘ultra modern’
neo-classical lines - think Hawksmoor and Wren. Then in the 19th century along came Lord
Cranbrook who tore out these ‘pagan-inspired’ features, reverting to the ‘Christian values’ of
medieval ecclesiastical design.

Our current Rector is doing his bit to evolve the building, as he explains in his letter on page 3.
He’s also initiating the forward-looking 20/20 project to understand what it is that users of the
space in the church really want.

Perhaps less welcome changes are on the way as the proposed Walkhurst Road development was
given planning approval in the face of concerted village opposition - see page 15. Local councillors
- parish, borough and country - have all expressed concern about the perceived urban bias of the
Tunbridge Wells council in general and the planning committee in particular along with their clear
lack of responsiveness to local views and democratic forums.

It makes the ongoing process of producing a comprehensive neighbourhood plan all the more
vital. Such a document will carry greater weight with the planning authorities, enabling the village
itself to determine how it develops in the future.

Elsewhere the magazine is bursting with news of current and forthcoming summer activities -
fetes, fun-days, BBQs, concerts and much more. Enjoy your June and, whatever you do, heed 
The Garden Gnome’s advice on page 36 and don’t let the garden take over your life!

Kent Barker, Co-Editor

Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council 
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory.

Editors: Kent Barker, Peter Thomas, Minnie Garnier
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Tracy Claridge, PC Rep: Kent Barker, Treasurer: Charles Trollope,
Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: Iain Fraser,
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 15th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com.
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   01580 240371



2

Church Calendar

St George’s Church
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     david@dc-uk.co.uk (day off: Thursday)
Churchwarden: Tracy Claridge     240454     TLClaridge@TLClaridge.co.uk
Churchwarden: Julia Collard     241944     Julia.collard@btinternet.com
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com
Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill or would like a visit or home communion.

Sunday 4 June 8am Communion 10am All-age Eucharist 5pm Choral Evensong
Pentecost and Sunday School

Sunday 11 June 8am 1662 Communion 10am Morning Worship 5pm Evening Prayer
at Mission Church

Sunday 18 June 8am Communion 10am Sung Eucharist 4pm Messy Church

Sunday 25 June 8am Communion 10am Morning Worship 5pm Praise Service
at Mission Church

Mission Church, Sandhurst
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     david@dc-uk.co.uk (day off: Thursday)
Every Tuesday 10am Communion

Iden Green Congregational Church
Pastor: Rev Peter Michell     240642     www.idengreen.org.uk
Sunday Services 10am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The Roman Catholic Chapel
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers
Baptism                      21 May James Reynolds

Weddings                    27 May Harriet Hicken and William Baker
                                  27 May Janet Vickers and Mick Kellie

Funerals                      13 May Ruth Collingwood   Interment
                                  31 May Nancy Hoare   Interment
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Embrace opportunity
The Church may not change quickly but, down through the centuries, it has always embraced
new technology, new ways of doing things - it just does so without rushing as so much of other
society does. Examples of those changes
made by previous generations in your
parish church include: moving away
from candles to electric light; larger
windows and different stained glass
images; also heating - who was the
person who thought it might be a good
idea to put some form of heating in the
church? Or what about seating for all?
Originally, there would have been very
little seating in church. The stoup bowl,
for crossing with holy water when
entering the church, is over by the south door indicating this was probably the main entrance 
at one time. Or how about the building of a bell tower? I suspect the vast majority would not

want to return to how
everything was when our
church was originally built.

We naturally continue to evolve
- for all the church family: the
young and the not so young.
Recently, eight rear pews have
been put into storage, under an
Archdeacon’s Licence, to make
the space at the back of church
more flexible in its use. This was
enjoyed by over a 100 people
for a social after the
Archdeacons’ Visitation service,
and is enjoyed every week by
families and children. I would
encourage you to come and see;
to come and use the space; and
to embrace the opportunities
that it can bring as we evolve.

Revd David Commander, Rector

Rector’s Letter

Before the recent change

Archdeacons’ Visitation social

Cakes and Chaos



Warm friendly welcome. Full English breakfast 
with homemade breads and preserves

Charming ensuite rooms, two double and one twin 
Set in three acres of woodland gardens

Afternoon tea and homemade cake on arrival

The Holt Bed and Breakfast
Quietly situated within walking distance of Benenden village 

Kate Rundell  ✼ 01580 240414  ✼ kate@theholt.org  ✼ www.theholt.org

 

OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

Idyllic rural location
Individual heated chalets 
housing up to four cats
Also welcome rabbits, 

guinea pigs, hamsters etc.
Come and see us before booking

F o r e s t
F a r m
C a t

H o t e l

Call Lucy on 01580 242961
or 07720 966374

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
or see our website 

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk

Benenden
Vi l lage  Hal l

A bright, modern and spacious hall.
The main hall seats up to 150 to dine, 
with the added bonus of  a stage and viewing
balcony. The adjacent small hall is ideal 
for your bar or food area, or even a 
chill- out zone for your guests.
For an information pack call Lorraine 
on 01580 243123 or email
enquiries@benendenvillagehall.org

The Ideal Venue for your Wedding Reception

INTERVIEW PRACTICE
and CV WRITING

Retired City insurance company
Chief Executive

For university entrance
or job interviews

Call Charles Hume on
01580 240838

charles.hume@btinternet.com

DBS certificated



Toe in the water
The other morning I was ploughing up and down Benenden School’s swimming pool when I
started thinking: ‘This is a fine and functional pool like many other indoor pools I’ve used. But
where else have I swum that’s a bit more exotic?’

I started off, as a small child, from the pebble beach of Herne Bay. It took me ages to learn to
swim as I would get to the water’s edge, inch in slowly then splash around with the help of a
parent until I reached a certain shade of blue when my mother would haul me out. Even when 
I could swim I had a dreadful screw kick as I always turned my head away from the waves.

Cold water was not a deterrent as such, and I have wonderful memories of swimming in a stream
and associated pool, at 6,000 feet up on Mulanje mountain in Malawi with my young family and
some friends and their children. The air was clear, the sun shining and warm, we had left our cares
behind and the water was decidedly fresh.

However it must be said that swimming in warm water is definitely a good choice, especially if it
is the sea, although it’s not without its danger. I remember snorkelling one day and being carried
away as I entered that fascinating underwater world of corals, colourful fish, sea anemones,
amazing starfish. Finally, as I put my foot down to reach for the bottom I scraped my knee on
some coral and realised I had been in all of two feet of water and getting sun burnt!

Many years ago I helped take a party of secondary school girls from Uganda to the Kenyan coast
and the very first thing that they did on arrival was rush to the water’s edge, dip their hands in
the sea and taste it. What they had been told in class really was true - the water was salty.

Eventually it was time to take my own children to swim in the sea. We went to a warm, sandy
beach where my elder son was frightened of the six inch waves, and my younger one sat eating
the sand and so neither made it into the sea at all. They subsequently loved the outdoor pool at
the sailing club though.

As for my daughter’s introduction to swimming - we had temporary accommodation in a house
with a pool and on return from boarding school the boys ran off to jump in to this pool. My
daughter toddled off after them with great glee and also jumped in. Tim claimed later that, for a
very brief moment, he wondered whether to go first for his watch, which had slipped off to the
bottom, or for his sister who was going the same way. It was some years before she would
willingly put her head under the water again.

And then of course there’s skinny dipping ... memories anyone?

Sue Fisher

5

Just a Thought
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June
Thursday 1 Planning Committee Meeting, Benenden Village Hall, 8.30am
Saturday 3 Skittles, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Monday 5 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Coffee Morning, Jocelyn Gregory’s Farm, 10am p.15
Thursday 8 Hospice in the Weald, Tea at Three, Harmsworth Court, 3pm p.17
Friday 9 Woodland Wide Games, Iden Green Congregational Church, 7pm
Friday 9 The Friends of St George’s, Magic and Music, Benenden Village Hall, 7.30pm p.9
Sat 10-Sun 11 South East Open Studios Exhibition, Balmoral, Benenden, 11-6pm p.17
Saturday 10 Cornhole tossing, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Saturday 17 Little Charlie’s Big Chance, Quiz, Fish and Chips, Benenden Village Hall, 7pm p.25
Saturday 17 Barbecue, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Sat 17-Sun 18 South East Open Studios Exhibition, Balmoral, Benenden, 11-6pm p.17
Sunday 18 Messy Church, St George’s Church, 4-6pm p.21
Monday 19 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7.30pm
Tuesday 20 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.15
Tuesday 20 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Summer Garden Party, 5pm p.15
Friday 23 South East Open Studios Exhibition, Balmoral, Benenden, 11-6pm p.17
Saturday 24 Benenden Village Church Fete, The Green, 12-4pm p.9
Saturday 24 Quiz Night, St George’s Club, 8.15pm
Sunday 25 South East Open Studios Exhibition, Balmoral, Benenden, 11-6pm p.17
Sunday 25 Cranbrook Symphony Orchestra, Benenden School, 3pm p.15
Tuesday 27 Merry and Bright, Memorial Hall, 3pm

July
Friday 14 St Michael’s Hospice, Fund Raiser Quiz, St George’s Club, 7.30pm p.17
Wed 26-Fri 28 Youth Drama Workshop, Benenden Village Hall p.13
Saturday 29 Jazz and Blues at the Pavilion, Open Air in Iden Green, 6pm p.17

Benenden Youth Club/Streetcruizer, age 11+
Tuesdays at Benenden Village Hall, 6.30-8.30pm

Coffee Shop
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-12noon

Cakes & Chaos: Cafe and Toddler Group
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.30am

Refuse Lorry Collections
Saturday 3 June, Domestic Waste, Iden Green, crossroads, 8-11am
Saturday 17 June, Garden Waste/Compostable Waste, Iden Green, crossroads 8-11am

Village Calendar
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Parish Council

We recently held our annual Parish Assembly in which local organisations, including the Parish
Council, local charities and other bodies including the Community Shop, the Harmsworth
Memorial Trust, the Village Hall and Iden Green Pavilion and others report on activities over 
the past year.

Our local Councillors, newly re-elected Seán Holden (KCC and also TWBC) and Tom Dawlings
(TWBC) reported on their activities on our behalf. I am pleased to report that they are 
kept very busy! One activity on which the Parish has been working with the Borough is the
Environmental Services regime, including the Civic Amenity Vehicle (Saturday dustcart). We were
unhappy with the new arrangements, but have arranged a new timetable to be trialled from July.
Details will appear in this magazine and on our notice boards.

It is amazing just how much is going on in our small village involving so many dedicated 
members of the community. The meeting was very appreciative of all their efforts and also of the
professional work of our Clerk, Caroline Levett, our Village Hall Administrator, Lorraine Jones,
and our Parish Lengthsman, Terry Baldwin.

We are now hoping that the community will actively support our latest ambitious project in the
preparation of a Neighbourhood Development Plan. If you would like to be involved but were
unable to attend the inaugural meeting please let me know. Progress on the Plan will be reported
in future editions of this magazine.

I have to report that, following the resignation of Peter Ellis, the Parish Council currently has a
vacancy. If you are interested in joining our team please let our clerk or me know. We can advise
on what joining the Parish Council would involve.

Thinking further ahead, we will have a full Parish Council election (for all nine members) in less
than a year now (May 2018) so we all have some time to think on this and hopefully we will have
several candidates for this election. A contested election is good for our local democracy and
confers greater legitimacy on the Council and its members.

Peter Davies, BPC Chairman
01580 240723   chairbenendenpc@gmail.com

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on facebook

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 19 June 2017, Iden Green Pavilion, 
7.30pm

Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday 1 June 2017, Benenden Village Hall, 
8.30am



Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate and Wood supplied and fitted at reduced rates

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart

01424 855882 / 07734 659834

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden

DOGwalkingTN17

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular

B             

 

Providing the complete Decorating Service 
 

Telephone: 01580 713888 
Mobile: 07836 254047 
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Mervyn Carey
Valuer and Auctioneer

of  over 40 years experience

Professionally prepared valuations
carried out in a personal and

considerate manner for 
Insurance, Probate and Family

Division of  single items to complete 
household contents

ADVICE ON SALES BY
AUCTION GIVEN

Twysden Cottage, Benenden,
Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4LD
Telephone : (01580) 240283



News and Events
All the fun of the Fete
Saturday 24 June, The Green, 12-4pm
The Met Office predicts warm and settled
weather for 24 June - so fingers crossed for a
glorious sunny Benenden Church Fete on the
Village Green.
This year’s Fete contains all the traditional

ingredients that will make the event a perfect
afternoon outing for the whole family.
Everything kicks off at 12noon when the BBQ
and Hop Inn will be serving lunch and drinks
and the Ukulele Band serenades visitors. Teas
will be served in the Church and at the top of
the Green, so all afternoon you can eat
delicious strawberries and cream between
browsing the Plant, Bric-a-Brac, Jewellery, Chic
Boutique, Cake, Tool and Book stalls. In the
centre arena, the Primary School children will
be dancing around the Maypole and
competitive grown-ups will be competing to
become Village Tug of War Champions.
The play area (for children and ‘young 

at heart’ adults) contains a Bouncy Castle,
Treasure Hunt, Coconut Shy, Face Painting,
‘Ring the Bell’ test of strength, and the ever-
popular Wet Sponge challenge. The Cow Pat
Bingo - featuring live cows and steaming cow
pats - promises to keep us on tenterhooks all
afternoon!
The Fete is a true Village occasion because

it involves so many of us to plan it, donate 
to it, build it, run it and support it. Thank you
everyone and, let’s say it again, fingers crossed
for a glorious day on the 24 June.
If you have donations for any of the stalls

including Plants, Bric-a-Brac, Jewellery, Chic
Boutique, Cakes etc, please leave them at the
rear of the Church or in the case of books, in
the Church Porch.
Deborah Jenkins
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Call for cakes
The cake stall at Benenden Church Fete on 
24 June needs your culinary input. We’re
looking for people to bake cakes and biscuits.
They’d need to be dropped off on Friday 
23 June or first thing on Saturday 24 June.
Please call me for arrangements:
Helen Jewsbury   07938 004262

Benenden Women’s Club
Phil Harrison from Northiam entertained us
on Thursday 11 May with a presentation of
photographs including a selection from some
of the most renowned photographers in the
world. Phil also demonstrated the art of
capturing the most interest in a photo, and
showed us a selection of his own work. It was
an interesting and informative evening.
The next meeting on Thursday 8 June has

been cancelled since the Pavilion will be used
as a polling station on that day. Our next
meeting will therefore be on Thursday 13 July
when we shall be visiting Hannah’s garden at
7.30pm. All are welcome, and if transport is
required please contact me on 242852 or
Janet Beattie on 240973.
Ruth Barwick

The Friends oF sT GeorGe’s ChurCh

present an evening of

Magic and Music
Friday 9 June 2017 at 7.30pm

Benenden Village Hall

Professional magician
Magic Adam

will amaze and mystify you
both on stage and at your table

Musical interludes by
The BIG Ukulele  Jam

PlouGhman’s PlaTTer Provided Per Table
liCenCed bar

Tables oF 8 aT £15 a head

deTails and TiCkeTs From Clive Turner
Clive_Turner@bTinTerneT.Com   01580 240649



Dulwich Preparatory School  
C R A N B R O O K

Independent day and f lexible boarding school for boys and girls aged 3 to 13

‘A huge breadth of opportunity  
to succeed’ 

Good Schools Guide

regis trar@dcpskent .org   •  01580 712179   •  dcpskent .org 
NEW FOUNDATION BURSARY SCHEME FOR YEAR 3  ENTRY

      

W A N T E D
A L L Y O U R U N W A N T E D

B O O K S
F O R

B E N E N D E N V I L L A G E C H U R C H F E T E
O N 2 4 T H J U N E

R E A D O R U N R E A D
P A P E R B A C K O R H A R D B A C K

F I C T I O N O R N O N - F I C T I O N
O L D O R N E W

P L E A S E L E A V E A N Y B O O K S I N T H E
C H U R C H P O R C H O R D E L I V E R T O

B A N K S I D E ,  D I N G L E D E N
I F Y O U W I S H Y O U R B O O K S T O B E
C O L L E C T E D ,  P L E A S E C O N T A C T
D E B O R A H O N 2 41 8 7 8

We are also encouraging people with a
particular interest or skill set to get in touch.

You may have a passion for gardening,
a penchant for cooking, be keen on sports
or have an artistic flare - whatever your

talent, we want to hear from you.

Contact Nicky Kember on 01580 240118
or email cg-@hotmail.co.uk

for more information and to apply.

The New Management Team at The Grange
(2016) Ltd are looking for motivated and
reliable staff to work in our busy residential
and supported living settings in Benenden
and Cranbrook.

Full and part time positions available, salary
£15,240.52 pro rata + sleep in rate £75.

THE GRANGE (2016) LTD





The Walled Nursery The Old Fire Station

Short and long term work 
Daytime, evening and weekend 
sessions available 

Counselling children, teenagers 
and adults 

BACP registered
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Youth Drama Workshop
Group 1, Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27 July,
Benenden Village Hall;
Group 2, Thursday 27 and Friday 28 July, 
Benenden Village Hall
Looking for something for your children to 
do in the summer holidays? For the first time,
Benenden Players are holding a free 2-day
Summer Drama Workshop in July for 
9-14 year olds living in the Parish.
We have split the age groups into 

two categories:

Group 1 for 9-11 year olds
Workshop Wednesday 26 and Thursday 27 July

Group 2 for 12-14 year olds
Workshop Thursday 27 and Friday 28 July

Each group with spend a day with 
Hannah Miles Watson looking at different 
styles of performance, concentrating on
Pantomime. The children will learn how to 
be big and bold but stay believable.
Then both age groups will all come 

together on one day to experience a unique
‘Play in a Day’ with the world-famous
Strangeface Mask Company.
If you have seen a Strangeface performance

you will know how hilarious, weird and
wonderful the masked characters are. The
masks are spellbinding, often grotesque and
always extraordinary in the way they can 
leave characters permanently agape, watchful
or wary.
During the day, the youngsters will learn

what makes a good mask, before making their
own and exploring the masks using exercises,
improvisation and finally a mini play.
We are very pleased that funding provided

by the Benenden Bonfire Society has made 
this possible.
Spaces are limited to 15 in each group.

To book your free place please sign up at
Benenden’s Community Shop as soon as
possible. For more information please call:
Ruth Clark   07767 261883

Benenden Pre-School News
While our pre-schoolers have been immersed
in painting self-portraits, sowing sunflower
seeds and learning to count in Chinese, their
fathers were persuaded to join forces with the
Primary School parents in wielding a cricket
bat for our “Benenden’s Big Bash” charity
cricket match versus the Cricket Club on 
13 May. The sun shone down on the cricketers
and crowd, who, entertained by an excellent
bouncy castle, fantastic face-paintings and
Lucky Dip, also tucked into delicious burgers,
cakes, sweets, Pimm’s and ale. The final result
an extremely diplomatic draw (each team
scoring 138 off 20 overs), it was a memorable
day, and we’d like to thank you for all your
support, donations and time. Hopefully a
match to add to the village calendar annually.
The following week saw Grandparents’

Morning - always a very happy occasion, with
eager children showing their grannies and
grandpas their favourite toys and books, and
conducting a sing-song at the end. June brings
us school photographs, and a summertime
Teddy Bear’s picnic.
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk

Viscount De L’Isle MBE
President ABF The Soldiers’ Charity in Kent

invites you to a Reception and Sounding Retreat
by The Band of The Royal Gurkha Rifles

at Benenden School
By kind permission of the Headmistress

on Thursday 13 July 2017
at 6.30pm

If you would like to attend please email
abftsckevents@gmail.com

to download full details and an application form.
Tickets £32



Mr noah’s nursery school 

Free to learn 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  tel: 240642 
mnns@idengreen.org.uk 

mrnoahs.org 

providing private hire and taxi service
from Benenden.

We offer a reliable, professional service
including airport and station transfers,

courier service and
informative tours for visitors to the area

across Kent and Sussex.

Fully insured, licensed and DBS checked.

Contact us to discuss availability
and tariffs on:

01580 242898 or 07707 242898

or visit our website
for further information

www.hemstedcars.co.uk
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Tailor-made 
Itineraries and 

Cruising  

Baldwins Travel - 
Cranbrook 

01580 714411 
Baldwins Travel -   

Maidstone 
01622 762141 

Travelux -Tenterden 
01580 764344 

 

Baldwins Travel -   
Tunbridge Wells 

01892 511999 
Baldwins Travel -   

Tonbridge 
01732 351223    

Baldwins Travel -   
Uckfield 

01825 760488 
Sevenoaks Travel 

01732 458255 
Baldwins Travel - 

Lewes 
01273 472466  

BBTM -  
Business Travel 

01892 515900    

Travel 
 Insurance 

Foreign 
Currency 

Independent, 
Family  

and  
Group Travel 

Flights,  
Hotels, Car Hire 

Tours  & 
Packages 

www.baldwinstravel.co.uk  
#HolidayInspirations    

YOGA Classes for
Pre-schoolers, Kids & Teens

Benenden Village Hall
& Sutton Valence Prep School

For more info please contact
Hayley on 01580 240982
info@namastekids.co.uk

www.namastekids.co.uk

NAMASTE KIDS
& TEENS

Free trial
class
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Walkhurst Road houses
approved
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s Planning
Committee has given the go-ahead for the
controversial Walkhurst Road housing
development. By a 9-4 vote, councillors
approved plans for 12 dwellings on a green field
site opposite Harmsworth Court.
The committee meeting, which lasted nearly

two hours, heard from six objectors, including
Benenden Parish Council, and one supporter
representing the developer. Submissions that 
the development was unsuitable for the 
location and would lead to light pollution and
traffic congestion in the lane were rejected.
While the council accepted that the houses
would have a “negative impact” on a designated
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, this had, 
in the words on one committee member “to 
be balanced by the need for housing”. Another
member argued “it could be of benefit to the
village and help to sustain the shop and the
pub”. But members who voted against the
proposal argued the density of homes was too
high for its location, and that the proposal had
been “railroaded through” against the wishes of
local people.
The decision comes after TWBC lost a costly

appeal against a 62-house development in
Hawkhurst. Government targets mean that
Tunbridge Wells has to find space for nearly
16,000 new homes in the Borough. The Council
stands to receive £36,000 in New Homes
Bonuses from the government as well as nearly
£1,000 a year in council tax from the Walkhurst
Road development.
Kent Barker

Bodiam Sunday bus service
returns
The Campaign for Better Transport has secured
local support for reinstatement of the summer
Sunday bus service between Hastings and
Hawkhurst via Bodiam Castle - route 349.

Iden Green and Benenden WI
What an entertaining and knowledgeable
speaker Mr Willaby was at our April meeting 
on his subject, ‘The Seas around the World’. He
talked about the diverse way they behave, the
sea creatures, and the way man has used the
stars to navigate the seas and explore taking
cultures to different islands and countries.
The Weald District Annual Conference was

held at Benenden in April, and was well
attended by the WIs from the district, with
Barbara Dunn as speaker.
Dates to remember:

Monday 5 June, Coffee, Plants and Raffle, 
Jocelyn Gregory’s Farm, 10-12noon
Tuesday 20 June, Summer Garden Party (in a
Member’s garden to be confirmed), 5pm
Any enquiries to the Chair:

Elisabeth Spicer   752232

Village Lunch
Tuesday 20 June, Benenden Village Hall,
12.30pm
All welcome - £4 a head. If you need a lift
please let us know and we can arrange it. Please
contact Kathleen on 01580 240081 if you
haven’t already put your name down but would
like to come. We look forward to seeing you.



Why put your life on hold 
while you wait for treatment?
Choosing Benenden Hospital as a private patient means 
that you can rapidly access safe treatment by our 
specialist consultants and enjoy our state-of-the-art 
comfortable facilities, allowing you to get back to your 
active life as quickly as possible.

The Benenden Hospital Trust is a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England, number 3454120. Registered charity 
number 1065995. Registered office, The Benenden Hospital Trust, Goddard’s Green Road, Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4AX

Call us now on 01580 242 521  
www.benendenhospital.org.uk

Benenden Hospital 
o�ers a wide range of
treatments, including:

General surgery  

Gynaecology  

Respiratory 

Urology 

Orthopaedic  

Gastroenterology

Your
LOCAL

PRIVATE
Hospital

Topsoils  Composts  Barks  Grass Seed  Aggregates  Decorative Stones 
Small Bags, Bulk Bags or Loose Loads 

Delivered or Collected 

The Tennis Club for
Iden Green and Benenden

A Warm Welcoming Local Club
Friendly Club Sessions

Social Events and Competitions
Strong Junior Squad Coaching

No Joining Fee

Contact Membership Secretary
Mike Large

Michaellarge@tiscali.co.uk
www.idengreentennis.net



Hospice in the Weald
The Benenden and Sandhurst Friends group
raised over £10,000 last year. Thank you so
much for your support, without which this
would not have been possible.
On 6 May we organised a Wine Tasting

evening, ‘Grape Varieties of the World’ in
Tenterden. Tracy Claridge brought eight
different wines to taste and, in his light-
hearted way, educated us about them. We
served lasagne and lemon dessert, which
warmed us on a cool evening. Together, with a
‘heads and tails’ quiz, we raised £843.80 for
the hospice. Many thanks to those who helped
and those who bought tickets, but especially to
Tracy for giving his time, expertise and finding
such delicious, interesting and varying wines.
Future events:
Thursday 8 June - Tea at Three, Harmsworth

Court, 3pm
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 June - serving

teas at Charlotte Molesworth’s Open Studios,
Balmoral, The Green, Benenden, 11-6pm
Sunday 18 June - Open Gardens,

Mockbeggar Lane, Biddenden, 1-6pm
Friday 18 August - Open Garden and Jazz

music evening, Moonrakers, Mockbeggar Lane
Saturday 21 October - Concert in

Benenden Village Hall to include a rock choir,
jazz music and classical music, to include a hot
meal - more details to follow.
Thursday 7 December - Sheila Hume -

Christmas Wreath making - more details to
follow.
We look forward to seeing you at some of

these events throughout the year.
Jenny Stevens, Friends Co-ordinator

Open air Jazz and Blues 
at the Pavilion
Saturday 29 July, Pavilion, Iden Green, 6pm
Beer and Pimm’s Tent, BBQ, Picnic.
A date for your diary!

Hospice Fund Raiser Quiz
Friday 14 July, St George’s Club, Benenden,
7.30pm
For St Michael’s Hospice in St Leonards, Peter
Ellis and Andy Irving are once again donning
their lycra, hopping on their bicycles and
aiming to complete an Olympic 100 miles in
one day as part of the RideLondon festival on
30 July. You can help their fund raising by taking
part in the ‘Fun and Fabulous Hospice Fund
Raiser Quiz’ on Friday 14 July, in St George’s
Club, Benenden. Entry is £5 a head and teams
of 2-6 max. There will be a Bar, Raffle and a
prize for the winning team. To book please call:
Ruth Clark   07767 261883 17

Every year in June, artists and craftspeople across
South East England open their doors to the public.

It is a unique opportunity
to meet, talk to and see them at work

as part of the South East Open Studios event.

T Cotry Garde
Sunday 18 June 2017

1-6pm

Little Mockbeggar Farm
& Moonrakers

Mockbeggar Lane, Biddenden TN27 8ES
in aid of Hospice In the Weald

cream teas with homemade cakes

raffle, plants, country crafts

animal corner & much more

entrance by donation

easy parking

sorry no dogs &

no wheelchair access

sue east  01580 291311     fiona chapman  01580 291292



Benenden History

Stripping St George’s of Paganism
I have had the great privilege to be the inspecting architect for St
George’s church for a number of years and an important part of my
role is to encourage a greater understanding and appreciation of the
church building.

As Benenden appears in the Domesday Monachorum the original
parish church will have a pre-conquest origin. I suspect the first
church would have been relatively small consisting of an aisleless
nave and chancel. Nothing of this survives today as far as we know.

In this short article I want to concentrate on looking at the
standing church building and in particular how two events have
impacted on what we see today.

The first was the great storm of the 30th December 1672, which
caused a fire that destroyed the church and its magnificent steeple -
as well as a number of other buildings. I understand the spire was
over 100 feet in height but no contemporary drawings survive.
Brooklands on the Romney march is a smaller version. From all
accounts only the external walls of the church survived the fire and
a Timothy Townsend from London was commissioned, in 1673, to
rebuild the church at a cost of £3,920 14s 0d.

Unfortunately Mr Townsend died before he could complete the
work but a drawing from the 19th century shows us what was built.
The nave had 12 classical Ionic-form columns with flat plaster
ceilings here and to the aisles. The interior was full of box pews, a
western gallery and a large triple-decker pulpit. Although the church

Medieval masonry below capital of tower arch, 
19th century capital and above



was re-consecrated in
1679, the tower
which is said to have
been largely built
was not completed
until 1718 and the
bells arrived in 1719.
That the interior of
St George’s was very
different to that
which we see today
reflected the way the
church was used by
the people of
Benenden in the late
17th century,
responding to a very
specific way of
worship where the
word was the
central focus.

The second great
event was a
reordering and
rebuilding of the church paid for by Lord
Cranbrook the 19th century politician. His work
reflected a new thinking in church use and design
where the sacrament of communion was central
to worship. People at that stage believed
medieval-inspired building was essential to reflect
Christian values rather than the classical, pagan-
inspired architecture of the 17th and 18th
centuries. Lord Cranbrook engaged the Scottish
architect David Brandon to remove all traces of
the 17th century rebuilding to give us the building
we see today. His work rebuilt the nave arcades
with new roofs to the entire church as well as the
floors, pews and most of the current fittings. In
addition he rebuilt a significant section of the
outer wall of the south aisle, most of the parapets
on the church and undertook other repair work.
Brandon was providing for the people of
Benenden a church building to reflect the new
ideas of worship so there is a strong east-west
orientation focused on the high altar as opposed
to Townsend’s church where the focus of worship,
the pulpit, had been on the south arcade of
the nave.

Despite this comprehensive rebuilding
however, significant elements of the great 15th
century church still survive. Most of the outer
north aisle wall and north-east chapel survive as

do the walls of the
chancel, Lady Chapel
and the north and
south porches. What
is of great interest is
however the fact that
the bottom sections of
the tower-arch
appear to also be
medieval and in
Kentish ragstone not
Wealden sandstone
from which the rest
of the tower is built.
This could perhaps
suggest that the
western tower was
not completely
constructed after the
fire of 1672 but
repaired and rebuilt?
The short answer
is we will never
really know.

What is clear is that the last 350 years have
seen immense changes at St George’s. These
changes have been inspired by a desire to provide
a building that reflects how the people of
Benenden use their church and ensure it is
relevant to them. It also reminds us that with any
building that is centuries old the only constant is
change and without evolution great buildings
will die.

As a footnote, on the question of classical
versus gothic form for churches, the renaissance
which stems from Italy, saw classical architecture
as inspired by ancient Rome and Greece. It aimed
to link back to this time of learning. One way was
to use classical architecture which becomes
increasingly prevalent from the 16th century
onwards - albeit in a very British form. Wren was
far more scholarly about the process but his work
is in fact Baroque so has passed the period of the
classical revival. Hawksmoor takes the process a
lot further stripping the baroque down to an
elemental form, almost brutal and produces a
series of churches which are very English, a
further step on from Wren who was following
fashions in France and Italy. To me Hawksmoor
is the master.

John Bailey, Church architect

Mixture of medieval and 19th century masonry
surrounds North Window

15th century Lady Chapel and 
rebuilt 19th century stair turret

14th century porch



Providing diagnostic 
and surgical
services 
throughout
Kent and
East Sussex

24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service

Mobile and 
Clinic based Services

www.milbournequine.co.uk

Hawkhurst
01580 752301

Ashford
01233 500505

Also at Rye and Canterbury

CINQUE PORTS VETS
Dedicated to your pet’s well being

www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk

Hawkhurst Veterinary Surgery 01580 752187

24 Hour/365 Days 
Emergency Service

Tenterden Veterinary Surgery 01580 763309

Caring for your pet’s health 
every step of the way

Surgeries also at 
Rye, Ashford, 
Lydd and Wye

Image courtesy of Manuel Canovas

Hand-Finished Curtains & Blinds

Fabrics & Poles

Upholstery & Loose Covers

Wallpaper & Paint

Lighting & Carpets

The Paper Mill Oast, Hinksden Road,
Benenden, Kent TN17 4BA

01580 240708    ~    07734 958129
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kate@katejoyner.co.uk   ~   lucy@katejoyner.co.uk   ~   www.katejoyner.co.uk

01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

     
   

  

  

 

  

 

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

        
        
        

         
        

         
       

       
   

         
       

      
        

        
       

         
        

      

     
   

  

 

  

 

   

       

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property. 

LEADERS IN
LOCAL PROPERTY
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET ROLVENDEN LAYNE £3,250 PCM
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News from Benenden School
It has been a particularly enjoyable start to the
term. Across the first weekend back we hosted
our third annual Arts Festival, which featured
around 50 events and activities. These included
music concerts, drama performances, a modern
dance show, performance theatre around the
site, and a host of workshops teaching skills in
art, cookery, floristry and even wine tasting! 
For the second year running the festival
featured the Great Benenden Bake-Off on the
Sunday morning, kindly judged once again by
Marcus Wareing of ‘MasterChef: The
Professionals’. The event was immensely
enjoyable and Marcus was impressed by the
high standard of cooking on display under such
intense pressure!
During the same weekend we also held a

successful fundraising ball in aid of the new
School Hall and Music School, which we plan 
to establish by 2020. We are currently working
on the designs ahead of submitting plans for
consideration by the planning department and
look forward to sharing our proposed designs
with the local community as soon as we can.
When I last wrote, we were about to 

launch into our first ever ‘Phone Fast’, during
which the girls (and some staff, including me)
went without our mobile phones for three 
days. The Phone Fast was introduced to help
raise awareness of the risks that social media
presents to the wellbeing of young people. 
The feedback from girls was so favourable 
that we will now make a Phone Fast a 
regular occurrence.
That time of year has arrived already: we 

are now approaching exam season, with some
of the language orals and art practical exams
having already taken place, and the formal
exams will start within days of my writing this.
We are also looking forward to our Anglican
Confirmation at St George’s, at which more
than 30 girls will be confirmed. Another 
proud moment for the School will be our
Combined Cadet Force having its annual
inspection and dinner.
Samantha Price, Headmistress

Village Activity and Fun Day
Saturday 2 September, The Green, Benenden,
3-6pm
A family fun afternoon for all the Parish with
food, a bar and music and masses to do, watch
and participate in whether you are 3 years old,
93 years young or somewhere inbetween! 
Full details in the July Magazine.
A date for your diary!

In Benenden 
and Sandhurst

A different way 
of being church
of doing church

Come along on Sunday 18 June
This month at St George’s Church, Benenden, 4-6pm

Aimed at all the family ... whatever your age.
Have fun being church together, doing crafts together, 
worshipping together, and eating together.
The first hour is the craft stuff.
Then we have a short time of informal worship.
Finally we’ll sit down and eat a meal together.

Please come and join us. You do not have to get messy, 
just have fun!

Revd David Commander, Rector
01580 240658   david@dc-uk.co.uk

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

25 June

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

25 June

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm

Contemporary

Worship

Praise Service

Sunday

25 June

Sandhurst

Mission Church

at 5pm



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

Every Weekday in St George’s Hall, by Benenden Cross-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school - Awarded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
Weekly ‘Sporty Tots’ session with qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

Full/half days/lunch clubs to suit your child’s needs  
Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

Are you thinking of selling your 
property in or close to Benenden?

Specialist Rural and Village 
Agent. Full Professional Estate 
Agency service.

For straightforward advice regarding the 
value of your house please contact us. 01233 506260

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

Marshall Heating
Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating Systems
Hot Water Cylinders
Unvented Hot Water Cylinders
Powerflushing
Radiators
New Builds
Underfloor Heating
Central Heating Wiring

Installation
Servicing
Repair
Free Quotations

Gas
Lpg
Oil

Office:  01580 243037
Mobile: 07545 621121
Email: a.marshall.heating@outlook.com

ANITA MEEKINS
PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE

Ordinary & Executive Vehicles
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys
& courier service available

Business accounts welcome

Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

Greenacre Landscapes
Creating Beautiful Gardens

since 1963
Specialists in Private Garden

Design & Construction
Patios - Brickwork - Decking
Stonework - Ponds/Lakes

Water Features - Planting Schemes
Groundworks

Detailed Plans - Portfolio Available 
Free Consultation

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
01580 240085      01892 722412

Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX
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Benenden CE Primary School
This month, we leave it to the children to
report what’s been going on at the school.
Here’s what they had to say:

On Monday 8 May, Year 4 and Year 5 children
spent a morning at Saint Ronan’s School to
undertake some science activities. We worked
in two groups, spending half of the visit
identifying native trees in the woodland and
half of the time collecting, classifying and
drawing the different living things to be found
in the school pond.
These activities supported work we have

been doing in our science lessons recently. We
all enjoyed the visit, especially eating our lunch
in the woods. We also had to build secure
dens, large enough to hold at least two people,
out of branches and sticks found on the forest
floor, as a team-building exercise. It was 
great fun!
Joe Clifford, Year 5

This year’s Tag Rugby tournament was held on
Tuesday 2 May. We had to play five matches and
we came joint second overall in our category.
Mrs Knox, our Headteacher, came to watch
and was pleased to tell us that she thought our
behaviour was impeccable and that we were a
credit to the school.
Jessica Penny, Year 6
(Well done to Jessica for being selected as
player of the tournament by the chairman of
Cranbrook Rugby Club!)

The School Council decided to raise money for
‘wet playtime’ games. We held a Bring and Buy
sale on the playground during afternoon break
time on Friday 5 May. We raised nearly £90 by
selling people’s unwanted items, drinks and
biscuits. Thank you to everyone who brought
something, or bought something!
Cody Walsh, Year 6, Head Boy

Benenden Cricket Club
Our home matches in June are:
Sunday June 4 v Bells Yew Green 2pm
Saturday June 10 v Hastings and 
Bexhill Barbarians 2pm
Thursday June 22 Benenden Bulls v 
Goudhurst Gentlemen 6pm
Sunday June 25 v Primrose Hill Elephants 2pm
Richard Brunt, Club Captain

9th annual Richard Beattie
Davis musical events
Saturday 29 July, Sandhurst, 3pm
Daniel Grimwood will be performing at this
year’s garden party event. The interesting
programme will consist of Ravel, Myaskovsky,
Henselt, Blumenfeld and other rarities. Daniel
has recently appeared in a re-run of the series
‘Revolution and Romance’ with Suzy Klein on
BBC4. You can still catch it on iPlayer.

Tuesday 12 September, Sandhurst, 3pm
Malcolm Binns, piano recital, works by Chopin,
Bach/Busoni, Schumann and Mendelssohn.

Both events are in aid of Hospice in the Weald.
Tickets by donation (minimum £16), in advance:
Gillian Davis   850384

Benenden Cricket Club strive to maintain the tradition 
of idyllic village cricket, which has been enjoyed on our 

glorious village green since 1798.

We offer sociable and competitive cricket.  New players 
and supporters of all ages, abilities and both sexes are 

made very welcome.

For more information please visit: 
www.benendencc.play-cricket.com

If interested in playing, please contact our Club Captain, 
Richard Brunt  on: 

07834 572838 or email bruntrichard@btinternet.com



R.M. Sports Therapy
A professional mobile service

provided by fully insured
Graduate Sports Therapist offering

Injury and posture assessment,
treatment and exercise rehabilitation.

Your aches and pains from overuse
or sport participation can be eased

through massage, mobilisations,
stretching, taping and
exercise rehabilitation.

£10 off your initial consultation
on production of this advert

Rebecca Manford (BSc Hons MSST)
07923 965601

y y

Everything Outside
      

   

      
 

      
 

Every job is treated with a professional,
friendly and reliable service.

Free no obligation quotation / Fully Insured
William Smith

T: 07795 465 861 / 01580 766232
E: smith_25@hotmail.co.uk
www.everything-outside.co.uk

l FENCING
l MOWING
l HEDGE TRIMMING
l DRAINAGE
l CLEARANCE

l LANDSCAPING
l GARDENING
l DIGGER WORK
l CONCRETING
l TREE SURGERY

FRANKLIN MEDIATION
01892 300320

Divorce Mediation
The legal alternative to Court

Offices in Benenden, Tunbridge Wells, Maidstone and London
(evening and weekend availability in Benenden)

www.franklinmediation.co.uk

BIDDENDEN AND BODIAM
Telephone: 07484 744200
info@ukelectricbike.co.uk

The Bull at Benenden . 01580 240 054 . enquiries@thebullatbenenden.co.uk  

Welcome to your Village Pub Est. 1608 
Take in local walks, pop in for a pint, enjoy a traditional homecooked meal. For over 400 years our  
doors have been open. We look forward to seeing you. Coaches, horses, dogs & children welcome!  



Joanne Grief
Joanne passed away on Thursday 16 February
2017 after a courageous battle with cancer 
for 10 years. She leaves behind her husband
David and three children, Cecilia, Dominic 
and Florence, also her mother Joyce, who lives
in Cranbrook.
Joanne was born 6 August 1960. We moved

as a family to Benenden in September 1997
and lived all our time at Crit Hall.
The children went to prep schools locally at

Bedgebury, Bodiam and DCPS, Joanne was very
active in all three schools and was well known
to all the staff and many parents.
Joanne was devoted to our three children

and managed all their lives in great detail; one
of our recent highlights was the marriage of
Cecilia in September 2015, organised with
impeccable skill by Joanne, the wedding took
place at Lympne Castle.
Joanne was the co-author of a very

successful cookbook, “Celebrating 30 years of
The Hospice in the Weald”, it was first
published in 2010 after many years of hard
work and contains many recipes from people
in the village and across the world, and she
raised over £20,000 for the Hospice. We are
going to produce a reprint in Joanne’s memory
and again the proceeds of this will go to the
hospice. Joanne herself was a great cook, she
took many courses and was a masterful chef.
Both Florence and Dominic continue with
those skills having been inspired by their mum.
Joanne was a well-known figure around the

village and was always willing to help, she was
particularly interested in the development of
the village shop and was very keen to give her
time there but due to her declining health this
was never to be.
There is a celebration of Joanne’s life at 

St George’s church on Saturday 15 July at
12noon. All that knew Joanne are welcome.
David Grief   dgrief@essexcourt.net
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Thank you …
… to all who have made donations to 
St George’s over the past year. Your invaluable
support ensures the smooth running and
maintenance of our church and churchyard for
the benefit of all who wish to worship in, or
simply to visit, our parish church.
People who have made a Gift Aid declaration

must have paid, or expect to pay, at least as
much Tax as can be reclaimed on donations to
all charities that you have supported during 
that year.
Please contact me if you have any queries

regarding donations to St George’s church. All
information is treated with the utmost
confidentiality.
Thank you all once again - your support is

greatly appreciated.
Clive Turner
Planned Giving and Gift Aid Secretary
240649   clive_turner@btinternet.com

Little Charlie’s Big Chance
Saturday 17 June, Benenden Village Hall, 7pm
Charity Quiz with Fish and chip supper.
Prize for winning team. Cash bar. Max 10 per
team. £12pp. For tickets please contact: 
scott_hayley@btinternet.com

Cakes & Chaos
Drop-in Cafe

& Toddler Group

St George’s Church, Benenden
Every Friday during term time, 9-11.30am

Please come and enjoy lovely cakes,
real coffee and a selection of teas.

If you’ve got little ones, let them play
in the church.

Only £1 per family.

For more information please call
Revd David or Helen Commander 01580 240658

or email david@dc-uk.co.uk
or helenjcommander@gmail.com



www.vinehallschool.com

INDEPENDENT PREP SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 2-13. 
DAY, FULL & WEEKLY BOARDING

For further information and a prospectus please contact Karen Cooper
on 01580 883090 or at admissions@vinehallschool.com.

•  OUTSTANDING ISI Inspection
•  Academic, Music, Drama, Sport & Art 

scholarship programme
•  Extensive mini bus service both to and from 

school throughout Kent and East Sussex

•  Flexible boarding options from Year 3
•  Amazing facilities including golf course, 

theatre and indoor pool set within 47 
acres of stunning countryside

•  Nursery from 2 years

Bishopsdale  Oast
Biddenden, Kent  TN27 8DR
Telephone  01580 291027

email  drysdale@bi shopsdaleoast .co.uk

B i shop sda l e  Oas t
Award  Winn ing
Bed  & Break fa s t

07718920249
www.evansconservation.uk

HISTORIC BUILDING
SPECIALISTS
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General Election Round up
The country goes to the polls, yet again, on
Thursday 8 June, when our Village Hall and
Pavilion will be transformed into local hubs of
democracy for another General Election.
Benenden voters will be asked to help elect 
the MP for our Maidstone and The Weald
constituency, either returning Conservative
Party candidate Helen Grant for a second term
- following her win with an increased majority
in 2015 - or favouring one of her six rivals.
A defeat for Grant would be a shock - she is

quoted at a best price of 1-100 by the bookies,
with the Greens 200-1 outsiders of the five
main parties - although so were wins for Brexit
and Donald Trump, so nothing should be taken
for granted. But the 55-year-old won 22,745
votes at the last election - a majority of more
than 10,000 and a swing of +4.5%.
The full list of candidates is printed below -

in alphabetical order to avoid accusations 
of bias.

Emily Fermor (Lib Dems)
Former pupil of Invicta Grammar School,read
history at Magdalen College, Oxford and takes
over from Jasper Gerard, who visited the
village in the 2015 campaign. Won the
Coxheath and Hunton seat on Maidstone
Borough Council this year, defeating the Tory
candidate by one vote. Now a Public Affairs
consultant who is keen to protect countryside
and wildlife.

Helen Grant (Conservative)
Elected as the MP for Maidstone and The
Weald at the 2010 general election and held
her seat in 2015. Born in London, brought up
on a council estate in Carlisle, former U16 judo
champion, qualified solicitor and Minister for
Sport and Tourism from 2013-2015. Married
with two sons.

Stuart Jeffery (Green)
Anti-Brexit campaigner still calling for a second
referendum; strong environmental campaigner;
volunteer and fund-raiser on behalf of local
homelessness charities. Lives in Maidstone.

Yolande Kenward (Independent)
Few details available apart from rather bizarre
Facebook page. Strong views on freemasonry,
the collapse of the NHS, children’s rights and
immigration. Stood as an independent in
Maidstone South at the recent County Council
elections and won 82 votes.

Allen Simpson (Labour)
Former Maidstone Grammar School pupil, now
head of Corporate Banking Public Policy at
Barclays Bank. Married and divides his time
between Maidstone and South London. Polled
5,268 votes in fourth place in 2015.

Pamela Watts (UKIP)
“Libertarian” who polled 430 votes as UKIP
candidate for Marden and Yalding in the 2016
Maidstone Borough Council elections and 647
in Maidstone Central in the recent County
Council election.

2015 General Election result
Helen Grant (Conservative) 22,745
Jasper Gerard (Liberal Democrat) 12,036
Eddie Powell (UKIP) 7,930
Allen Simpson (Labour) 5,268
Hannah Patton (Green) 1,396
Paul Hobday (National Health Action) 583
Robin Kinrade (Independent) 52



kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
Electricians
All work insured and guaranteed
Trusted locally for 40 years

a Wood Fired Oven can provide
fantastic, fresh and fast food for you

and your guests.

We are local to Benenden and can cater
for private parties, wedding receptions

and events of all kinds.

Most people only think of pizza, but
there are lots of alternatives.

Give me a call to discuss on:
01580 279000 or 07788 279000

info@wowcooking.co.uk

or visit our website
www.wowcooking.co.uk

Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 
receive your brochure  
Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 
tailored packages of personal care 
that can help people stay in their  
own home for as long as possible, 
rather than going into a care home 
before it’s really needed. We assist  
those who need help due to 
fraility, disability or illness to live 
as independently as possible, with 
comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  
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Talking Shop
ASPARAGUS - HAVE YOU BEEN 
TEMPTED YET?
Anyone visiting Benenden’s Shop recently can’t
fail to have noticed the wonderful bunches of
asparagus on the counter by the till.
Normally the asparagus season begins

around the second to third week in April and
continues until around 21 June. Because of the
unseasonably warm weather in early spring
this year, the season started in March and we
have been blessed with an early treat.
Alan Brooks, local produce supplier, kindly

sources the asparagus from Friday Street Farm
in East Sutton and delivers it, fresh from the
field, to Benenden’s. The farm has been
growing asparagus for 20 years and supplies
local businesses as well as high class
restaurants. It is an expensive vegetable
compared with others, due to the fact that it
has to be harvested by hand. However, it has
the real advantage of being a delicious eating
experience all on its own as well as in many
recipes. It is rich in vitamin B folate, which
reduces the risk of neural tube defects in
babies when eaten during pregnancy and helps
to reduce homocysteine which can clog blood
vessels to the brain and heart. Perhaps most
interesting, however, are the recent studies
that indicate that asparagus can add ‘hangover
cure’ to its impressive list of benefits. It is high
in amino acids which stimulate two enzymes
to accelerate the breakdown of alcohol. So
good news all round!
Recent cold nights in April have slowed the

growth of asparagus but with warmer weather
(hopefully!) round the corner, we would want
to see it adorning the counter in the shop for
a while yet. Make the most of its short season-
you won’t regret it!
Bev Beveridge
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Jane’s Kitchen
This salmon recipe is ideal if you are
entertaining because it looks the height of
sophistication but will not break the bank.

PANCETTA WRAPPED SALMON WITH
GRIDDLED ASPARAGUS AND LIME
CREME FRAICHE
Serves 4
Preparation 10min, cooking time 15min

2 bunches English asparagus, woody ends
removed
2tbsp olive oil
4 skinless salmon fillets
8 pancetta rashers
100ml crème fraiche
2tbsp mayonnaise
Grated zest of 1 lime
Juice of ½ lime

METHOD
l Pre-heat oven to 210C/200Fan/Gas mark 7.
Place asparagus in a shallow roasting tin and
toss with ½ of the olive oil. Season well and
roast in the oven for 5min.

l Meanwhile season each salmon fillet, wrap
in 2 pancetta rashers and brush with the
remaining oil. Once the asparagus has been
cooking for 5min remove from the oven
and place the salmon parcels on top. Return
to the oven for a further 8-10min until 
the salmon is just cooked and the pancetta
is crisp.

l Mix together the crème fraiche and
mayonnaise, then stir through the lime zest
and juice. Season and serve with asparagus
and salmon.
Jane Drysdale   291027
drysdale@bishopsdaleoast.co.uk



Local Enterprise ... 
Enterprising Locals
JOHN BURBAGE - 
THE ASSOCIATION OF 
POLE-LATHE TURNERS AND
GREEN WOODWORKERS

Twice a year, in spring and autumn, Benenden hosts a gathering of the
APT&GW in White Chimney Wood, owned and managed by John Burbage.
The Association of Pole-lathe Turners and Green Woodworkers has 1,000
members nationally and promotes traditional green-wood crafts (as
opposed to seasoned wood), many of which have been practiced for
hundreds if not thousands of years. Membership is only £20 per year and
more information can be found on the website: www.bodger.org.uk. There 
is even a Bodgers Ball where 500 craftspeople meet to exchange ideas and
demonstrate their skills.

The craftspeople who gather at White Chimney Wood include: spoon and
bowl carvers, hurdle and rake makers and chair makers, to name but a few.
White Chimney is Kent’s centre for these activities and both highly-skilled
and novice practitioners are welcome. New members are helped by the
more experienced and meetings here, and up and down the country, are
about sharing skills. These gatherings are not about selling, that is left to
more mainstream events like the Kent Show and wood fairs where
professional craft demonstrations can be seen.

John Burbage has been turning on a pole-lathe since 1994 having seen
someone demonstrating the craft. He found that it combined his two loves
- woodworking and woodland. No power is used, all the wood is local, and
selectively taken timber is worked while still green so no third parties are
needed to convert it. There’s no noise, no dust and very little waste, just a
few woodshavings.

John has cleared rhododendrons from about 25 of the 40 acres of ancient
woodland. He has planted another ten acres with 10,000 trees to replicate
the mix found in the original wood. Woodland in the past was managed to
produce the various timbers needed for traditional crafts - chestnut for
hurdles, hornbeam for charcoal etc. Without the demand for these different
woods our ancient woodlands
are deteriorating, unmanaged
and with biodiversity lost, as the
stronger species gain the upper
hand. It is John’s mission to
bring the ancient woodland back
to productive, biodiverse, life.

Minnie Garnier

Tent pegs

Frame for a bark basket

‘Cradle to grave’ steps of
hand-carved bowl - from
lump of wood to roughed
out to finished object

Chestnut bark baskets -
bark can only be
stripped at this time 
of year when the sap 
is rising; later the bark
fuses to the trunk and
can’t be removed

Blacksmithing - it isn’t 
possible to buy the 
tools needed so they 
make their own with 
a charcoal fired forge,
using their own wood

John and friends at his
APT&GW Spring gathering



Ladder making from single lengths of
chestnut in the style of the last long
straw thatcher in Kent



 

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 
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Hawkhurst, Kent • Founded 1883 • www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 • Day & Boarding • Forest School

Discover the magic! Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk

or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.
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Foot Notes

Hyde’s Hikes: Benenden - Hole Park
Distance: 6.4 miles

This walk has a mixture of woodland, parkland
and orchards it is especially beautiful in spring
when the blossom and wild flowers are in
bloom.

1) From Benenden Village Hall Cross the road
and walk down Walkhurst Rd turning right to
take footpath WC349 just over the stream.
Follow the path with the stream on your right
as it twists and turns, ignore paths joining from the left and right through to Mount Le Hoe.

2) Turn right onto footpath WC346
through the gate and follow the path along
the field edge, over the stile the footpath
goes straight ahead passing a small pond
on your right. The next stile is damaged
but the gate slightly to the left is easily
passable. Proceed straight ahead to cross a
wooden footbridge and the route goes up
the hill to Stepneyford Lane.

3) Turn right along the lane and take the 2nd footpath on your left to enter Hole Park, the paths
and gates through the estate are all well marked and maintained and an example to other
landowners. Follow the path through the commercial units and cross the drive to the right of the
house. Through the pedestrian gate and the path goes diagonally left downhill in front of the
house. The path goes through a gate and across a bridge between the two ponds. The path then
goes uphill slightly left to meet the driveway from the house.

4) Turn right on the path, across the cattle grid and up past the gatehouse, cross the road and
carry on ahead into Sandhurst Lane, passing Kemsdale House.

5) Turn right onto the High Weald Landscape Trail and follow this through the orchards to
Dingleden Farm, note the footpath
around Dingleden Farm has been re-
routed and now passes to the left of the
pond, the new route is well marked.

6) Follow Woodcock Lane ahead across
the junction of Ramsden Lane and turn
right following the High Weald Landscape
Trail through Willerd’s Hill Wood into
Strawberry Wood, following the trail back
to the village.

Jim Hyde, Parish Footpath Co-ordinator

Stepneyford Lane view

Hole Park lake
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Bird Notes

One of the delights of spring is hearing the first chattering song of a passing Swallow and then
looking up and seeing that fork-tailed aerial bird swooping over catching whatever miniscule prey
it can find. We only have one species of swallow breeding in this country, though it is very closely
related to our Sand Martin and House Martin. These birds are collectively called hirundines. Early
naturalists used to include swifts in this group until it was later realised that they were not close
relatives at all although they look similar and enjoy a similar aerial lifestyle.

It is only in the last few years with my visits to Costa
Rica and Namibia that I have realised just how many
swallows and martins there are in the world. What is
the difference between a martin and a swallow? The
answer is not a lot but generally the English name
martin refers to a hirundine with a squarish tail rather
than a forked one. However this is only a general
categorisation as our Sand Martin is called a Bank
Swallow in America!

There are about 75 different species of hirundines in
the world and with only three breeding species in this
country I can perhaps be forgiven for being surprised
at this global number. To differentiate ‘our’ Swallow
form all the others in the world you will have

probably noticed that the newer guide-books refer to it as Barn Swallow. Europe can add two
further breeding species, the Crag Martin and Red-rumped Swallow, both of which have been
recorded in the UK. I was lucky enough to see a red-rumped Swallow at Rye Harbour in 2010.
For the record, three American hirundines have been recorded in this country, namely American
Cliff Swallow, Tree Swallow and Purple Martin. All are very rare visitors.

The Barn Swallow is one of the most widely distributed birds in the world. It breeds right across
N America, Europe and Asia and winters respectively in South America, Africa and India. It is really
only absent in Australasia. During my recent trip to Namibia I saw them virtually every day. The
fortunes of the Barn Swallow have been a little changeable but overall a pretty good compared to
many of our summer migrants. The graph below illustrates the picture well. When, in the 1980s,
the population fell it became an amber-listed species and only came back to green in 2015. It was

interesting looking at these figures as I would have
painted a far bleaker picture on its fortune. Readers of
my bird notes might remember the pairs nesting in a
watermill in Biddenden which I used to monitor. There
were two to three pairs regularly raising 10 to 12
young. In 2007 they had a disastrous breeding season
only raising four young and since then they have never
returned. The other site I keep an eye is a small colony
on the side of the church hall in Newenden which
used to have about six pairs but is now down to a
single pair.
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The BTO (British Trust for Ornithology)
2008/2013 Atlas suggests there has been
a slight decline in the South East which
has been more than compensated by
increase elsewhere particularly in the
western half of the country. According to
the Atlas, the Barn Swallow was recorded
in 95% of the 10 x 10km squares which
makes it the most widely distributed
summer migrant. It is only missing in
central London and some of the remote
hills in Scotland. The highest densities are
in Ireland and is probably related to
agriculture where it favours pasture,

particularly cattle, rather than arable. The UK population is estimated just short of 900,000 pairs.
The other interesting fact that emerged from the BTO nest record scheme is that that the first
egg-laying date has advanced a huge ten days since the 1970s. Coupled with the fact that
departure dates have also been extended, the Barn Swallows now have a longer breeding season
enabling extra broods. This is probably the main driver for the population being marginally on an
upward trend.

I keep a watch on a local mere (within the parish boundary) and as it is off any official footpath it
is relatively undisturbed. This year I found three Lapwings one of which was settled on the ground
and I believe it could be on a nest despite surrounding ground looking very marshy. I have seen
Lapwings here before but not breeding. I hope this turns out to be a nest and it would be some
record for the parish to have breeding Lapwings again. A Little Grebe was also on the mere
where they have bred previously. Linnets, Yellowhammers and a male Reed Bunting were also
present making this spot a real haven.

Last year the territory of one of the local Nightingales was scrubbed, causing much distress to
various neighbours who enjoyed its wonderful song. The
parish used to have a good number of pairs and I am
concerned we have none left. I would love to hear from
any reader if they hear a Nightingale this spring.

I have one further request. The BTO are doing a survey
on House Martins and I would be grateful to hear of
anyone who has a House Martin’s nest on their property.

Charles Trollope   240821   cetetal@btinternet.com

Anticlockwise: Swallow, Hirundo rustica; 

Little Grebe, Tachybaptus ruficollis;

Lapwing, Vanellus vanellus;

Illustrations: Stephen Message   www.message-wildlife-art.co.uk

By courtesy of the British Trust for Ornithology



The Garden Gnome
Once more into the breach dear friends … the
grass is knee high, the pond invisible behind a wall
of what was supposed to be a charming rustic
bank of willowherb and buttercups, and the hedge
… well, who knew that hawthorn could grow

three feet in a week? This, combined with the new giant tussocks
and rampant brambles, makes reaching the chickens at the bottom
of the garden a trial of strength and ingenuity like something out of
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom. So with my trusty machete -
well pruning saw - between my teeth I am to be seen hacking my

way through the undergrowth to the amazement of the cows in the next door field.
It’s all my fault of course. I should never have gone away for a week just at the moment when

nature puts on its goggles, says “Poop, poop” and steps on the gas. When I waved goodbye to my
garden a mere ten days ago all was in order. The lawn was smooth and green, inviting a gentle game of
croquet, the flower beds were tidy, with trimmed edges, showcasing modest hellebores and the last of
the spring bulbs nodding sagely in the breeze. You could even see bare earth between the plants.
While I was away, having been bone dry weeks, it, of course, went and rained. That’s a mean trick

to play. Everything drank in the rain and doubled in size, including the mare’s tail and the ground elder.
Yes I’ve got both those but I thought they were under control. Now the ground elder is on the verge
of flowering and apparently all set to take over the world. And while I wasn’t looking, an entire
regiment of balsam has popped up in the vegetable garden. Now while I know bees and small children
love it, I had decided it no longer had a place in my garden and I ruthlessly exterminated it. While I
was away it obviously decided now was the moment to sneak back.
Now I find blowsy roses, last seen neatly attached to their supports, having escaped from their

moorings canoodling with a forest of lupins, which I swear were half the size last year. And stealing
out and up are the tenacious tendrils of the World’s Worst Weed -
convolvulus - striking dread into the heart of even the most rugged
gardener. I have poisoned, dug up, pulled out and sworn at it for years
and every year it emerges undaunted and dares me to do my worst.
I don’t know where to start, I’m tearing my hair out … it has given

a whole new meaning to the saying (going) nuts in May.
MG



Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB     ’sB
... it’s the word on The Street!
An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines

and with Post Office services . . .

. . . and a great place to meet and chat over a coffee or snack.

Free Wifi
info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808



Above: Benenden’s Big Bash cricket in full swing, The Benenden Amenity and Countryside Society spring walk at Sissinghurst;
Robin Dalton Holmes receiving a Community Award Scheme presentation from Parish Council Chairman Peter Davies
Front cover: At the gathering of The Association of Pole-lathe Turners and Green Woodworkers, turning a bowl from green
sycamore felled only a week before. Photograph: Minnie Garnier


